Res. No. 716

..Title
Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, legislation amending New York State’s animal cruelty laws by codifying them in the Penal Law and increasing penalties
..Body

By Council Members Holden, Paladino, Hanks and Ariola
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Whereas, According to New York state legislators, New York is one of only 13 states in which animal cruelty laws are not contained in the Penal Code; and
Whereas, Investigating and appropriately prosecuting and punishing those who abuse animals, particularly those that severely injure or kill pets, protects vulnerable animals;; and
Whereas, In an Op Ed written by Queens District Attorney Melinda Katz, entitled, “The Importance of Strengthening New York’s Animal Cruelty Laws,” the D.A. detailed the importance of protecting animals and the deficiencies with state law; and
Whereas, According to the National Link Coalition, animal abusers are more likely to engage in interpersonal violence, and therefore appropriately categorizing, investigating, prosecuting and punishing animal abuse and cruelty may prevent harm to people as well as animals; and
Whereas, In 2016 the Federal Bureau of Investigations National Incident-Based Reporting System reportedly began tracking animal cruelty crimes nationally in an effort to obtain a more complete picture of the nature of animal cruelty and effectively addressing these crimes; and
Whereas, As the D.A. Katz highlighted, polls reveal that almost 70% of United States households have a companion animal, and most households with pets consider them to be family members; and
Whereas, While New York’s Aggravated Cruelty to Animals statute provides a felony for aggravated animal cruelty, it only applies to companion animals, which is narrowly defined by the statute and has a maximum penalty of two years in prison; and
Whereas, The definition of what a companion animal under New York’s Aggravated Cruelty to Animals statute should be expanded and the maximum penalty allowable for aggravated cruelty to animals should be increased; and
Whereas, Other states like Pennsylvania set the maximum sentence for aggravated animal cruelty at 7 years in prison; and
Whereas, As related by D.A. Katz, consecutive sentences are also unavailable for offenses under New York’s Aggravated Cruelty to Animals statute, which means an animal abuser can seriously injure or kill several animals and receive the same sentence as for harming one animal; and
Whereas, Consecutive sentences should be made available to Judges for sentencing to punish animal abusers who seriously injure or kill several animals; and
Whereas, The Aggravated Cruelty to Animals statute is also arguably weakened by being in New York State’s Agriculture and Markets Law, rather than the Penal Law, because while the NYPD Animal Cruelty Investigation Squad investigates reports of animal abuse or neglect, State Legislators report patrol officers and precinct desk officers are unlikely to have copies of or the law readily accessible; and
Whereas, By placing animal cruelty statutes in the Penal Law, the State will be signaling the importance of these laws and ensuring Patrol officers will be more readily able to find, read, understand and apply the laws; and
Whereas, The Public will be better served and animals afforded greater protection if the laws are codified in the Penal Law and penalties appropriately increased; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, legislation amending New York State’s animal cruelty laws by codifying them in the Penal Law and increasing penalties.
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