MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

TITLE:


Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to restore funding in the 2003-2004 State budget for Naturally Occurring Retirement Community (NORC) supportive service programs.

TYPE OF LEGISLATION:


Resolution

SUBMITTED BY:


Council Member Recchia

REASON FOR SUPPORT:  


In his 2003-2004 Executive Budget, Governor Pataki excludes funding for Naturally Occurring Retirement Community (NORC) supportive service programs.  Currently, $1.2 million in funds are provided for 14 NORC service programs, 12 of which are in the City of New York.  The lack of continued funding for these programs would have a severe impact on the seniors who depend on them. Further, elimination of funding: 1) is inconsistent with the State’s efforts, through the “Project 2015” task force, to prepare the State for an anticipated increase in demands for senior services by the year 2015; and 2) would perform a disservice to seniors with age-related disabilities by making New York State noncompliant with Olmstead v. L.C., 527 U.S. 581 (1999), a United States Supreme Court case requiring states to serve people with disabilities in “integrated settings” and least restrictive environments, as well as to develop a plan for meeting those goals.
