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RES. NO. 1027:
By Council Members López, Addabbo, Barron, Comrie, Fidler, Foster, Gennaro, Gentile, Gerson, Gioia, Jackson, Martinez, Nelson, Perkins, Quinn, Sanders, Seabrook and Stewart
TITLE:
Resolution calling on the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs not to eliminate or reduce acute psychiatric, neurological or rehabilitative medical services at the New York Campus of the VA NY Harbor Healthcare System, and to provide the public with full and accessible opportunities to express its views regarding the Draft National Capital Asset Realignment for Enhanced Services Plan.

On Thursday, October 16, 2003, the Committee on Mental Health, Mental Retardation, Alcoholism, Drug Abuse, and Disability Services, chaired by Council Member Margarita López, and the Committee on Health, chaired by Council Member Christine Quinn will hold a joint hearing to consider Resolution No. 1027 the (“Proposed Resolution”), a resolution calling upon the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs not to eliminate or reduce acute psychiatric, neurological or rehabilitative medical services at the New York Campus of the VA NY Harbor Healthcare System (the “Manhattan VA Medical Center”), and to provide the public with full and accessible opportunities to express its views regarding the Draft National Capital Asset Realignment for Enhanced Services Plan.  A copy of the Proposed Resolution is attached as Appendix A hereto.  

Those invited to testify at this hearing include:  Gerard Kelly, Executive Director, Eastern Paralyzed Veterans Association; Denny Meyer, Executive Director, American Veterans for Equal Rights NY; Hon. Anthony Principi, Secretary, U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs; John Donnellan, Director, VA NY Harbor Health Care System; James J. Farsetta, Director, VISN 3 Network; Hon. Everett Alvarez, Jr., Chairman, Capital Asset Realignment for Enhanced Service Commission; Thomas R. Frieden, Commissioner of Health & Mental Hygiene, Department of Health & Mental Hygiene; Dr. Lloyd I. Sederer, Executive Deputy Commissioner, Department of Health and  Mental Hygiene; Clarice Joynes, Acting Director, Mayor’s Office for Veterans Affairs; Dr. Benjamin K. Chu, President, New York City Health & Hospitals Corporation; Dr. Michael C. Alfano, Dean, New York University College of Dentistry; Carlos F. Perez, Executive Director/President, Bellevue Hospital Center; Robert Glickman, Dean and CEO, New York University School of Medicine; Catherine Benjamin–Bovell, President,  Council of Nursing Practitioners of the New York Veterans Administration Medical Center; Annie Brody, President, American Federation of Government Employees, Local 2094; and Ina Judge Thompson, President, AFGE VA Council for New York and New Jersey.
Following is a description of the actions that have been taken to date in opposition to the proposed service reductions:

· September 5, 2003:  Press conference hosted by Speaker Gifford Miller, Council Member López and Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum

· September 16, 2003:  Oversight hearing of the Committee on Mental Health, Mental Retardation, Alcoholism, Drug Abuse, and Disability Services

· September 17, 2003:  Introduction of the Proposed Resolution before the City Council, sponsored by Council Member López

· September 17, 2003:  Speaker Miller and Council Member López submit joint letter to the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, attached as Appendix B hereto

· September 30, 2003:  Introduction of Resolution No. 1067, sponsored by Council Member Christine Quinn and Council Member López

· October 7, 2003:  Rally at the Manhattan VA Medical Center, hosted by Speaker Miller, Council Member López and U.S. Congress Member Carolyn Maloney  

Resolution No. 1027

The Proposed Resolution would state that the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs Administration (the “Veterans Administration”), through the Capital Asset Realignment for Enhanced Services (CARES) process, and as set forth in the Draft National Capital Asset Realignment for Enhanced Services Plan (the “CARES Plan”) issued on August 20, 2003, has proposed eliminating certain inpatient services at the Manhattan VA Medical Center, including psychiatric, neurological and physical rehabilitation medical services.  

The Proposed Resolution would indicate that under the CARES Plan, the Manhattan VA Medical Center’s 378 inpatient beds, which include psychiatric, neurological and physical rehabilitation beds, would be transferred to the Brooklyn Campus of the VA NY Harbor Healthcare System, located in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn.  

The Proposed Resolution would further note that according to the minutes and findings of a July 22-24, 2003 CARES Veterans Integrated Service Network 3 Site Visit of various facilities, including the Manhattan VA Medical Center, “…due to the complexity of travel within the New York Metropolitan Area, eliminating inpatient care at this site may have a significant impact on the veteran population in this network.”  The Proposed Resolution would go on to note that veterans unable to travel to Brooklyn for services either may forgo treatment, or instead seek treatment from already strained, but more physically accessible, City funded medical facilities located in Manhattan.  

The Proposed Resolution also would state that the CARES process does not provide for full public input, since the only hearing hosted by the CARES Commission in New York City in 2003 would be taking place at the Bronx VA Medical Center, and public testimony would not be permitted at such hearing.  The Proposed Resolution would further state that the only mechanism through which the CARES Commission has provided for public input and expressions of concern is through the submission of written comments to the CARES Commission.  

The Proposed Resolution would also point out that according to the New York State Division of Veterans’ Affairs, there are approximately 322,000 veterans living in New York City, and that according to the Washington Post, the number of troops wounded in action in Iraq is now more than twice the number of troops wounded in the 1991 Persian Gulf War, and the number of troops injured since May 1, 2003, when the United States declared that major combat operations were over in Iraq, has increased more than 35%, as of August 2003.  Furthermore, the Proposed Resolution would state that it is critical that we support our troops in times of peace as well as during times of conflict.  Finally, the Proposed Resolution would state that particularly given current United States military involvement in Iraq and elsewhere in the world, it is especially important that we provide veterans with necessary services upon their return from service. 

Appendix A

Res. No. 1027

..Title

Resolution calling on the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs not to eliminate or reduce acute psychiatric, neurological or rehabilitative medical services at the New York Campus of the VA NY Harbor Healthcare System, and to provide the public with full and accessible opportunities to express its views regarding the Draft National Capital Asset Realignment for Enhanced Services Plan.

..Body

By Council Members López, Addabbo, Barron, Comrie, Fidler, Foster, Gennaro, Gentile, Gerson, Gioia, Jackson, Martinez, Nelson, Perkins, Quinn, Sanders, Seabrook and Stewart

Whereas, The U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs Administration, through the Capital Asset Realignment for Enhanced Services (CARES) process, and as set forth in the Draft National Capital Asset Realignment for Enhanced Services Plan (the “CARES Plan”) issued on August 20, 2003, has proposed eliminating certain inpatient services at the New York Campus of the VA NY Harbor Healthcare System  (the “Manhattan VA Medical Center”), including psychiatric, neurological and physical rehabilitation medical services; and 

Whereas, Under the CARES Plan, the Manhattan VA Medical Center’s 378 inpatient beds, which include psychiatric, neurological and physical rehabilitation beds, would be transferred to the Brooklyn Campus of the VA NY Harbor Healthcare System, located in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn; and

Whereas, According to the minutes and findings of a July 22-24, 2003 CARES Veterans Integrated Service Network 3 Site Visit of various facilities, including the Manhattan VA Medical Center, “…due to the complexity of travel within the New York Metropolitan Area, eliminating inpatient care at this site may have a significant impact on the veteran population in this network”; and  

Whereas, Veterans unable to travel to Brooklyn for services either may forgo treatment, or instead seek treatment from already strained, but more physically accessible, City funded medical facilities located in Manhattan; and 

Whereas, The CARES process does not provide for full public input, since the only hearing hosted by the CARES Commission in New York City in 2003 will be taking place at the Bronx VA Medical Center, and public testimony will not be permitted at such hearing; and 

Whereas, The only mechanism through which the CARES Commission has provided for public input and expressions of concern is through the submission of written comments to the CARES Commission; and 

Whereas, According to the New York State Division of Veterans’ Affairs, there are approximately 322,000 veterans living in New York City; and 

Whereas, According to the Washington Post, the number of troops wounded in action in Iraq is now more than twice the number of troops wounded in the 1991 Persian Gulf War, and the number of troops injured since May 1, 2003, when the United States declared that major combat operations were over in Iraq, has increased more than 35%, as of August 2003; and 

Whereas, It is critical that we support our troops in times of peace as well as during times of conflict; and 

Whereas, Particularly given current United States military involvement in Iraq and elsewhere in the world, it is especially important that we provide veterans with necessary services upon their return from service; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs to not eliminate or reduce acute psychiatric, neurological or rehabilitative medical services at the New York Campus of the VA NY Harbor Healthcare System, and to provide the public with full and accessible opportunities to express its views regarding the Draft National Capital Asset Realignment for Enhanced Services Plan.
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Appendix B
September 17, 2003 Letter to U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs

September 17, 2003

The Honorable Anthony Principi

Secretary

Department of Veterans Affairs

810 Vermont Avenue, NW

Washington DC  20480

The Honorable Everett Alvarez, Jr.

Chairman

Capital Asset Realignment for Enhanced Service Commission

810 Vermont Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20480

Dear Secretary Principi and Chairman Alvarez:

As Speaker of the New York City Council and Chair of the New York City Council’s Committee on Mental Health, Mental Retardation, Alcoholism, Drug Abuse, and Disability Services, we are writing to express our strong opposition to the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs Draft National Plan (the “Draft Plan”) to eliminate inpatient care at the New York Campus of the VA New York Harbor Healthcare System (the “Manhattan VA Medical Center”) by transferring inpatient care to the Brooklyn Campus of the VA New York Harbor Healthcare System (the “Brooklyn VA Medical Center”).  The 378 inpatient beds that would be transferred under the Draft Plan include acute psychiatric, neurological and physical rehabilitation services.  

The Committee on Mental Health, Mental Retardation, Alcoholism, Drug Abuse, and Disability Services has received numerous expressions of concern from disabled veterans regarding the Draft Plan’s impact on service delivery to them.  These and related concerns were examined in detail at a September 16th hearing of the Committee on Mental Health, Mental Retardation, Alcoholism, Drug Abuse, and Disability Services.  Members of New York’s, as well as New Jersey’s veterans communities testified (the “Council Hearing”).  New York City and Jersey City government officials testified as well.  However, although invited, the Department of Veterans Affairs did not testify.  

Among the key findings of the Council Hearing are the following:

· Eliminating Access to Specialized Care and Expert Affiliations.  The Manhattan VA Hospital is in close proximity to and is affiliated with such medical institutions as New York University School of Medicine, Bellevue Medical Center and the New York University Medical Center Rusk Institute of Rehabilitation Medicine.  The proposed transfer would effectively eliminate the range, quality and depth of specialized care to which New York City’s disabled veterans currently have access.

· Inaccessibility of Brooklyn VA Medical Center.  The Manhattan VA Medical Center is conveniently located on East 23rd Street in Manhattan and is in close proximity to multiple major subway and bus lines.  The Brooklyn VA Medical Center, by contrast, is located in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn.  Patients, including physically disabled veterans, would have to travel great lengths by taking at least one subway, followed by a bus.  

· Inadequate Opportunity for Full and Complete Public Comment.  The Veterans Administration is not affording the public, particularly those most affected by the proposed changes, with a full, complete and accessible opportunity to comment on the Draft Plan.  There is no opportunity to comment, other than in writing.  In fact, although the CARES Commission states that public hearings will be held,
 at its hearing taking place at the Bronx VA Medical Center on September 17th (the “CARES Commission Hearing”), the CARES Commission will not allow for testimony by anyone other those selected and invited by the CARES Commission.  According to those who testified the Council Hearing, with the exception of U.S. Representative Carolyn Maloney, not one of the witnesses was invited to testify at the CARES Commission Hearing or knew of anyone who had been invited to testify.  
· Detrimental Impact on the City’s Resources.  Disabled veterans who otherwise would have received treatment at the Manhattan VA Medical Center may instead rely on City-funded health care facilities, placing an additional strain on an already financially strapped system.
Our troops deserve our full support when they return home from service.  Particularly given current United States involvement in conflicts throughout the world, including Iraq, Afghanistan and elsewhere, it is critical that we support our service personnel, rather than eliminate critical services.  For the foregoing reasons, we urge you not to eliminate services at the Manhattan VA Medical Center.

Gifford Miller






Margarita López

Speaker






Committee Chair

� U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, CARES Commission, at � HYPERLINK "http://www.va.gov/cares/page.cfm?pg=34" ��http://www.va.gov/cares/page.cfm?pg=34�, September 17, 2003.
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