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TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring that the department of transportation shall give certain notice of permanent street sign changes that will affect parking.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends subdivision a of section 19-175.2 of the administrative code of the city of New York. 

INTRODUCTION


On December 5, 2012, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 527, a Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York in relation to requiring that the department of transportation shall give certain notice of permanent street sign changes that will affect parking. This will be the first hearing on this legislation.  Expected to testify are representatives of the New York City Department of Transportation (DOT), as well as other interested groups.  
BACKGROUND

The Department of Transportation (“DOT”) is responsible for the condition of approximately 5,800 miles of streets, as well as regulating traffic and pedestrian conditions around schools and other areas.
 
In 2009, the City Council passed Int. 1017 (Local Law 78), which required that the Department of Transportation post a sign in areas where a permanent change is made to a parking restriction or regulation, which would indicate the effective date of the change. Additionally, Local Law 78 provides an affirmative defense to any motorist who receives a parking violation within five days after the notice of the change was posted.
Based on reports from members of certain communities there remains confusion when DOT changes parking restrictions and regulations. In order to maximize information to communities affected by parking changes, the bill being considered today would require that the DOT post notice at least 72 hours prior to any permanent change to parking regulations. Such notice would give communities an opportunity to adjust to new parking regulations. 
ANALYSIS

Section one of Int. No. 527 would amend subdivision a of section 19-175.2  by requiring that the Department of Transportation post notice in areas where there will be permanent changes to parking regulations at least 72 hours prior to such permanent changes. 
Section two of Int. No.  527 would state that the local law take effect thirty days after enactment.
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A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring that the department of transportation shall give certain notice of permanent street sign changes that will affect parking.

 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 

Section 1.  Subdivision a of Section 19-175.2 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

 

   §19-175.2 Notification of changes in parking restrictions. a. Following any permanent change in parking restrictions posted by the department, the department shall post notice, in the affected areas, indicating the effective date of such change. Such notice shall be posted at least seventy-two hours before the effective date of such street sign change.   An owner of a motor vehicle parked in the affected areas who receives a notice of a parking violation that occurred within five days of posting of the notice of the parking restriction change shall have an affirmative defense that the vehicle of the owner was parked in compliance with the applicable parking restriction that was in effect prior to such change. Within one business day of making a permanent change in parking restrictions, such change will be reflected on the website containing parking restrictions as required by section 19-175.1 of the code. 

    § 2.  This local law shall take effect thirty days after its enactment into law.
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