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TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to a speed limit in residential areas on residential streets.
.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends section 19-177 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding a new subdivision d.
On October 31, 2013, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 535, a Local Law to amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, in relation limiting vehicle speed on residential streets. This will be the first hearing on this bill. The committee expects to hear testimony from representatives of the Department of Transportation and other transportation and traffic safety advocates. 
BACKGROUND

The Department of Transportation (“DOT”) is responsible for the condition of approximately 6,000 miles of streets, highways and 788 bridges structures, six tunnels, and the Staten Island ferry.
  

Despite a decrease in traffic fatalities from FY 2009 to FY 2011, there has been an increase in traffic fatalities from 236 in FY 2011 to 291 and 261 in FY 2012 and FY 2013 respectively.
 To make the City safer for pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists the DOT has launched a number of programs and initiatives, such as Neighborhood Slow Zones, Safe Streets for Seniors, Safe Routes to Schools and Safe Routes to Transit. 

The Neighborhood Slow Zones programs aims to achieve the goal of reducing motor vehicle crashes and fatalities by locating traffic calming devices in residential neighborhoods and reducing the speed limit from 30 mph to 20 mph.
 Thus far DOT has installed 14 slow zones around the City. In October 2013, DOT announced that an additional 15 neighborhoods have been selected for the program.
    

According to traffic safety advocates a person has an 80 percent chance of surviving being hit by a car travelling 30 mph, while the same person’s chances of survival increase to 98 percent when the vehicle is going 20 mph, an increase of 22 percent.
 

The proposed legislation would require that all residential streets that are less than 60 feet wide have a speed limit of twenty miles per hour.
 
ANALYSIS
Section one of Int. No. 535 would amend section 19-177 by adding a new subdivision d. Subdivision d of new section 19-177 would require that the Department of Transportation establish a speed limit not exceeding twenty miles per hour on all streets that are less than sixty feet wide. This section would also require that the new speed limit be indicated on signs placed in appropriate locations as determined by DOT.
Section two states that Proposed Int. No. 535 would take effect ninety days after its enactment into law. 
Int. No. 535

By Council Members Greenfield, Cabrera, Chin, James, Koslowitz, Mealy, Palma, Vann, Levin, Mark-Viverito and Koo 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to a speed limit in residential areas on residential streets.
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Section 19-177 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding thereto a new subdivision d to read as follows:

d. Notwithstanding the aforementioned provisions, speed limits not exceeding twenty miles per hour shall be established on all streets fewer than sixty feet wide in areas zoned for residential purposes and shall be indicated on speed limit signs posted at all appropriate locations as determined by the department.
§2. This local law shall take effect ninety days after its enactment into law.
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� Mayor’s Management Report, September 2013, at 149 (“MMR 2013”).


� Id. 


� Information obtained at http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/motorist/slowzones.shtml.


� Id.


� Information obtained at http://transalt.org/issues/enforcement/reducing_speed.


� The inclusion of the 60 feett standard is meant to limit the application of this legislation to narrow streets.
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