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TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to demolition work without a permit on one- or two-family dwellings.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends section 26-248 by adding a new subdivision (j).

BACKGROUND AND INTENT:
On November 14, 2006, the Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Council Member Erik Martin Dilan, will conduct a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 132-A, a Local Law to amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, in relation to demolition work without a permit on one- or two-family dwellings.  The Committee conducted its first hearing on this matter on May 16, 2006.  The passage of Proposed Int. No. 132-A would create additional criminal and civil penalties for any person found guilty of having conducted demolition work without a permit on a one or two-family dwelling.

Pursuant to section 26-207 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York (Administrative Code), any persons seeking to demolish any building in the City of New York must receive a permit issued by the Commissioner of Buildings
.  According to section 26-248 of the Administrative Code, the current penalty for engaging in any work that requires a permit without such permit is a maximum fine of $5,000 for each violation or a maximum jail sentence of ninety (90) days, or both.  The current civil penalty for work without a permit on a one- or two-family dwelling is two times the cost of the permit according to Section 26-212.1 of the Administrative Code.

New Penalties

In addition to the penalties in existing law, provided elsewhere in section 26-248 and in section 26-212.1 of the Administrative Code, bill section one would amend section 26-248 of the Administrative Code by adding a new subdivision (j) to provide that a person who is convicted of having performed demolition work without a permit on a one-or two-family dwelling would be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not less than $5,000 and not more than $10,000 or by a maximum jail sentence of six months, or both.  Additionally, the violator is liable for a civil penalty of not less than $5,000 and not more than $10,000 through a proceeding at the Environmental Control Board or in a civil action brought in any court of competent jurisdiction.

Bill section 2 provides that this local law would take effect immediately.

Amendments to Int. No. 132

Int. No. 132 was amended to eliminate the proposed restriction and related proposed civil penalty banning the Department of Buildings from issuing permits to persons who had an outstanding notice of violation (NOV) or summons for conducting demolition work without a permit.

� Unless exigent circumstances exist and the Commissioner so orders the demolition of a property.


� The cost of a permit is at least $260 and can be computed by multiplying the street frontage by the number of stories by $2.60.








