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TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to deactivating muni-meters when parking rules are not in effect or receipt paper is not available.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends subchapter 2 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York by adding a new section 19-167.3.

INTRODUCTION


On May 29, 2013, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 1042-A, a Local Law to amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, in relation to deactivating muni-meters when parking rules are not in effect or receipt paper is not available. This will be the first hearing on this bill.  The Committee expects to hear testimony from the New York City Department of Transportation (DOT) and the American Automobile Association (AAA), as well as other interested stakeholders and community members.

BACKGROUND


DOT is responsible for managing the City’s on-street parking system, encompassing approximately 85,000 on-street parking spaces.
 DOT charges for use of metered parking spaces using approximately 13,000 muni-meters.
 As of February 2013, the City has been “fully munified,” meaning that all metered spots formerly served by single-space meters have been converted to control by muni-meters.
 Muni-meters are “pay and display” meters; drivers park in a metered space, pay to use the space at a nearby muni-meter, retrieve a receipt from the muni-meter which indicates the time that has been purchased, and display the receipt on the vehicle’s dashboard.

Signs posted near parking meters indicate when parking rules and meters are in effect for a particular parking space, and these rules vary across the City. A typical space might be subject to parking meter regulations from 9:00 AM to 7:00 PM every day except Sundays, for example. However, even though drivers are not required to pay for parking during times when meter regulations are not in effect, muni-meters will nonetheless accept payment and print receipts during those times. Drivers who are unaware of or misunderstand meter regulations are therefore susceptible to losing money as a result of paying meters at times when they are not required to do so. 

Motorists can similarly lose money when they attempt to pay for parking at a muni-meter that accepts the payment but fails to print a receipt due to an insufficient supply of receipt paper. Muni-meters are not equipped to dispense refunds in such a situation. Instead, the driver must go to another muni-meter on the block and pay again in order to obtain the required receipt. Section 19–167.1 of the City’s Administrative Code specifies that only if “all muni-meters in a parking field or on a block are missing or broken” can someone then park without a muni-meter receipt, “up to the maximum amount of time otherwise lawfully permitted” by the posted regulations.

ANALYSIS


Section one of Proposed Int. No. 1042-A would amend subchapter 2 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding a new section 19-167.3. 
Subdivision a of new section 19-167.3 would define muni-meter as an electronic parking meter that dispenses timed receipts that must be displayed in a conspicuous place on a vehicle's dashboard.
Subdivision b of new section 19-167.3 would require DOT to program each muni-meter to ensure that such muni-meter is unable to accept payment from the last time in a day that parking meter rules are in effect for any parking space within the block, parking field, or other parking space within one hundred feet of such muni-meter until one hour prior to the next time meter rules take effect for any parking space within the block, parking field or other parking space within one hundred feet of such muni-meter. It would further require DOT to program each muni-meter to ensure that such muni-meter is unable to accept payment when such muni-meter does not contain paper to print timed receipts. 
Subdivision c would state that new section 19-167.3 would apply only to muni-meters that can be programmed as set forth in subdivision b of the new section, provided that no later than two years after the enactment of the new section, all muni-meters in the City be capable of being programmed in the manner required by subdivision b of the new section.

Section two of Proposed Int. No. 1042-A states that the local law would take effect ninety days following enactment.
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A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to deactivating muni-meters when parking rules are not in effect or receipt paper is not available.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subchapter 2 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to add a new section 19-167.3 to read as follows:
§19-167.3 Deactivating muni-meters. a. For the purposes of this section, the term "muni-meter" shall mean an electronic parking meter that dispenses timed receipts that must be displayed in a conspicuous place on a vehicle's dashboard.
b. The department of transportation shall program each muni-meter to ensure that such muni-meter is unable to accept payment: 
1. from the last time in a day that parking meter rules are in effect for any parking space within the block, parking field, or other parking space within one hundred feet of such muni-meter until one hour prior to the next time meter rules take effect for any parking space within the block, parking field or other parking space within one hundred feet of such muni-meter; and
2. when such muni-meter does not contain paper to print timed receipts. 
c. This section shall apply only to muni-meters that can be programmed as set forth in subdivision b of this section, provided that no later than two years after the enactment of this section, all muni-meters in the city of New York shall be capable of being programmed in the manner required by subdivision b of this section.
§ 2. This local law shall take effect ninety days after its enactment into law.
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