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Int. No. 965
By Council Members Rodriguez, Constantinides, Chin, Cumbo, Gentile, Johnson, Mendez, Palma, Richards, Rose, Kallos, Cohen, Vallone, Levin and Ulrich 
..Title

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to a study regarding transportation deserts

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Chapter 71 of the New York city charter is amended by adding a new section 2907 to read as follows:

§ 2907.  Transportation desert study.


a.  For purposes of this section, the term “census tract” has the meaning ascribed to such geographic unit by the United States bureau of the census in the most recent decennial census. 

b.  The commissioner shall conduct a study once every five years identifying areas in the city of New York that fit the following descriptions: (1) census tracts in which no subway stops are located within one-third of a mile from where a majority of residents live; (2) census tracts in which no subway stops or bus stops are located within one-third of a mile from where a majority of residents live; (3) census tracts in which the daily round-trip commute of a majority of residents takes more than three hours in the aggregate; (4) census tracts in which the daily round-trip commute of a majority of residents takes more than three hours in the aggregate and requires two or more transfers between modes of mass transit; and (5) any areas that otherwise might be described as lacking access to reliable and/or frequent public transit service according to criteria established by the commissioner.  Such study shall include recommendations related to improving access to mass transit in such identified areas.


c.
Such study shall be submitted to the mayor and the council and posted on the department’s website by July 1, 2016 and on July 1 of every fifth year thereafter.

§ 2.  This local law shall take effect immediately. 
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