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Title:

Resolution supporting the local efforts to acquire the .nyc Top Level Domain and urging The Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers to approve the City’s application in order to meet the needs of city residents via the Internet.   

1. Introduction

On Friday, October 17, 2008, the Committee on Technology in Government, chaired by Council Member Gale A. Brewer, will hold a hearing on Res. No. 1495.  Res. No. 1495 supports the local efforts to acquire the .nyc Top Level Domain and urges The Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers to approve the City’s application in order to meet the needs of City residents via the Internet.   
2. Background

The current Internet system contains more than 100 million websites that are created and used by governments, businesses, schools, and community organizations.  The Internet employs a domain-name system (DNS) that was devised in 1983 which uses names to reach web sites instead of the number system that is assigned to each computer on the Internet, called Internet Protocol (IP) addresses.  The domain names are separated by dots and the last label in the sequence is called the “top-level domain” (TLD) such as, .com, .org. and .us.
  While TLDs with two letters are country codes (ccTLD) that are operated by managers on a local basis, TLDs with three or more characters are called generic codes (gTLD).
  Seven gTLDs were created in the 1980s, three of which can be used without restrictions (.com, .net, .org) and the other four have limited purposes.  Seven additional gTLDs were introduced in 2000 including, .biz, .info, and .museum
 yet these new gTLDs are mainly unused.  The DNS currently consists of over 20 gTLDs and around 250 country codes.
  However, cities have historically been ineligible for TLDs and thereby excluded from developing their own domain names for various local issues.    

The Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN) is a globally recognized private-public partnership that is responsible for the coordination of domain names worldwide. This non-profit organization was created through a Memorandum of Understanding with the United States Department of Commerce to transfer management of the DNS from the United States government to the international community.
    ICANN’s mission is dedicated to “preserving the operational stability of the Internet; to promoting competition; to achieving broad representation of global Internet communities; and to developing policy appropriate to its mission through bottom-up, consensus based processes.”

 3. New TLDs
 In recent years, .com, the most wanted TLD, is being used by 80 million websites, making it hard for a new company to find a combination of letters that have not been already utilized.
  Due to the necessity for more TLDs, in June 2008, ICANN passed new rules that allow any company or country to apply for a new TLD while also permitting new names to be in scripts other than Roman characters.
  Through this system, organizations or companies will soon be able to acquire a TLD such as .hotel, .flowers, or .nyc.  The applications will go through an independent review process that will look for certain financial and technical requirements.  ICANN is expected to issue guidelines for the new TLDs in the coming months and the application period may begin in late 2009.
  In addition, these new TLDs will have a $100,000 nonrefundable application fee and some popular names might be auctioned off to the highest bidder.
  Those that are granted a TLD will also be expected to sell web addresses within that domain to interested participants.     

Because of the new rules, many organizations and individuals have created plans to apply for a city TLD that would be used by local businesses, civic organizations, and city governments.  With one citywide TLD, residents would be able to find restaurants, hotels, or businesses in the city by typing the term of interest and a city TLD, making it easier and faster to locate neighborhood information.  Due to the perceived advantages that city TLD’s would bring to the local economy and community, Berlin, Paris, and Portland, Oregon have shown interest in purchasing a TLD of their own. 
  
Advocates of regional TLDs believe that these new domains will lead to greater choice for Internet users and create more options for new companies looking for a web address.  Local businesses will also have access to memorable domain names which will help in marketing their company to the community and facilitate new services.
  Additionally, many believe that city TLDs will aid in marketing a city globally to tourists and international business owners while also creating a more organized Internet that will be easier to navigate and find valuable resources.
  However, on the other side of the debate, many businesses and individuals who currently use an existing TLD are opposed to new names because of the competition to their own business.  It is also argued that the new TLDs will cause confusion for Internet users because of the increase in the amount of domain names that will now be used.
     
4. Summary of Proposed Resolution 1495   


Res. No. 1495 supports the local community efforts to acquire a .nyc TLD and urges ICANN to approve the City’s application in order to meet the needs of city residents who would greatly benefit from this new TLD.  The creation of new TLDs will allow, for the first time, cities to obtain their own domain names for use by City residents and businesses.  Because of this, several New York City residents have been leading a grassroots effort around the issue and have been organizing members of the New York City community to support the purchase of a .nyc TLD.  These members have participated in various forums regarding new TLDs and believe that a citywide TLD will provide many economic and social benefits for the city and it residents.  Proponents of a .nyc TLD also believe that it should be a public venture in which all proceeds from the domain name will be reinvested back into the local community.  Therefore, in order to attain the benefits a .nyc acquisition would bring to the City, the resolution supports these efforts and recommends ICANN to approve the application. 
Res. No. 1495

..Title

Resolution supporting the local efforts to acquire the .nyc Top Level Domain and urging The Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers to approve the City’s application in order to meet the needs of city residents via the Internet.   

..Body

By Council Members Brewer, Comrie, Jackson, James, Liu, Palma, Seabrook and White Jr. 

Whereas, The Internet has revolutionized the dynamics by which society interacts on social, economic, and political levels, both globally and locally, by expanding the  opportunity for an exchange of ideas and by increasing the efficiency and effectiveness with which information is managed and disseminated; and 


Whereas, In 1984, Top Level Domains (TLD) for countries were first issued, such as “.us” and “.uk” yet, cities have historically been ineligible for TLDs and thereby excluded from developing full featured web spaces; and 


Whereas, The Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN), a globally recognized not-for-profit that is responsible for the coordination of domain names world wide, is currently developing policy recommendations and implementation guidelines to allow for the introduction of new TLDs to augment those already available including, .com, .edu, .org, and .gov; and 


 Whereas, The new TLD process that is being introduced by ICANN will issue TLDs to cities for the first time in 2009 from which, cities like New York will be able to receive a .nyc domain name; and 


Whereas, The recognizable benefits that a .nyc TLD can bring to New York City include, a directory of resources; improved global visibility; benefits for city businesses through increased access to better domain names; revenue from new domain names; and increased civic and community networking; and 

Whereas, Since 2001 there has been an emergence of a grassroots effort within New York City to secure a .nyc TLD in order to benefit city residents and visitors; and 


Whereas, This community-based effort has participated in various international forums, including both ICANN and the United Nations sponsored International Governance Forum, extolling the potential benefits of a .nyc TLD for the New York City community; and 


Whereas, Many proponents of the .nyc TLD believe that the domain should be operated in the public interest with excess proceeds from the operation of the TLD to be reinvested back into the local community; and


Whereas, The governance structure for the .nyc TLD should ensure that the policies and practices implemented within the TLD take into account the appropriate balance of public and private sectors; 

Whereas, Other global cities are now actively pursuing their own city-based TLD initiatives, and if New York City seeks to maintain its historic role as a global pioneer in both commerce and culture, prompt action should be taken; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York supports the local efforts to acquire the .nyc Top Level Domain and urges The Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers to approve the City’s application in order to meet the needs of city residents via the Internet.   
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