New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.
Legislative Service Number:
· Intro No. ___-2026
Prime Sponsor:
· Council Member Selvena N. Brooks-Powers
Bill Title:
· A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to reporting on children present at arrests
Submitted by:
· Council Member Selvena N. Brooks-Powers
Justification
When a parent or caregiver is arrested in New York City, children are often present—yet the City currently has no data on how frequently this occurs. Without this information, policymakers and community organizations cannot fully understand the scope of the issue or ensure that affected children and families receive appropriate support. While the City already reports on certain services provided to children at the time of an arrest, it does not capture how many children are present or basic information about them.

Intro ___ would require the New York City Police Department to publicly post quarterly data, in a machine-readable format, on each arrest of a caregiver where a minor dependent was present. For each arrest, the data would include the precinct and date, the number of children present, the age of each child, and whether the child was left in the care of another caregiver.

Publishing this data would give the City a clear picture of how often and where children experience a caregiver's arrest, and would provide a basis for directing resources to the community-based organizations that serve these families.
