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	THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK
FINANCE DIVISION
LATONIA MCKINNEY, DIRECTOR
FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

PROPOSED INTRO. NO.:  724-A
COMMITTEE: Small Business 

	TITLE: A local law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to creating, within the department of small business services, small business advocates dedicated to helping business owners obtain appropriate services from the department and other city, state and federal agencies
	SPONSOR(S): Council Members Chin, Cornegy, Mark-Viverito, Arroyo, Constantinides, Deutsch, Eugene, Johnson, Lander, Levine, Mendez, Rose, Vallone, Rodriguez and Ulrich





SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION: The proposed legislation would require the Department of Small Business Services to employ staff in the position of small business advocate dedicated to helping business owners obtain appropriate services from the department and other city, state and federal agencies. The duties of the small business advocates would include receiving requests for assistance from small businesses with respect to their interactions with the city, resolving those requests, and identifying opportunities for policy and program development. SBS would be required to conduct outreach to the small business community regarding the role of the small business advocates.

Information indicating how to contact the small business advocates would be required to be prominently posted on the websites of the Department of Buildings, the Department of Consumer affairs, the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, the Department of Environmental Protection, the Department of Sanitation, the Bureau of Fire Prevention of the Fire Department, the Office of Administrative Trials and Hearings, and the Department of Small Business Services.   

Not later than April 1, 2017, and not later than April 1, 2018, the Department would be required to provide a report to the Council regarding small businesses in New York city, documenting requests for assistance received by the small business advocates during the immediately preceding calendar year.

EFFECTIVE DATE: This local law would take effect 90 days after it becomes law.

FISCAL YEAR IN WHICH FULL FISCAL IMPACT ANTICIPATED: Fiscal 2017 
FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT:

	

	Effective FY16

	FY Succeeding Effective FY17
	Full Fiscal Impact FY17

	Revenues
	$0
	$0
	$0

	Expenditures
	$0
	$0
	$0

	Net
	$0
	$0
	$0



IMPACT ON REVENUES: It is estimated that there would be no impact on revenues resulting from the enactment of this legislation. 
IMPACT ON EXPENDITURES: The role of the small business advocate and the related work that would be mandated by this legislation is already performed with existing resources at SBS. Therefore, it is anticipated that there would be no impact on expenditures resulting from the enactment of this legislation because existing resources would be used to implement and enforce this local law. 
SOURCE OF FUNDS TO COVER ESTIMATED COSTS: Not applicable. 
SOURCE OF INFORMATION:  New York City Council Finance Division		       			          
ESTIMATE PREPARED BY:	Aliya Ali, Legislative Financial Analyst 
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ESTIMATE REVIEWED BY:	Nathan Toth, Deputy Director 
Emre Edev, Unit Head
Rebecca Chasan, Assistant Counsel		
Tanisha Edwards, Chief Counsel
LEGISLATIVE HISTORY: This legislation was introduced to the full Council on March 31, 2015 as Intro. No. 724 and was referred to the Committee on Small Business. A hearing was held jointly by the Committees on Small Business, Consumer Affairs, and Governmental Operations on April 14, 2015 and the bill was laid over. The legislation was subsequently amended and the amended version of the legislation, Proposed Intro. No. 724-A, will be considered by the Committee on Small Business on June 8, 2015. Upon successful vote by the Committee, Proposed Intro. No. 724-A will be submitted to the full Council for a vote on June 10, 2015. 
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