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          1  COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

          2                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  Good morning, we

          3  will begin. Today we are here to discuss and vote on

          4  the resolution that would declare September 21st,

          5  2006 as "Myositis Awareness Day" in the City of New

          6  York.

          7                 Myositis is a disease that has many

          8  forms but all involve chronic or persistent muscle

          9  inflammation that can be debilitating and

         10  progressive.

         11                 It generally develops slowly over

         12  time, and is found in people of all ages.

         13                 Despite the seriousness of the

         14  condition, little is known about the actual disease.

         15    It is unclear what triggers outbreaks of myositis,

         16  and there is, to date, no known cure for the

         17  disease.

         18                 There are treatments, however, that

         19  can decrease the inflammation and muscle weakness

         20  associated with this illness.  There is very little

         21  public recognition of this condition.

         22                 I believe that declaring Myositis

         23  Awareness Day in the City of New York will help to

         24  increase public awareness of the impact of this

         25  disease.
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          2                 Also, by passing this resolution, New

          3  York will join the 17 states that have already

          4  passed similar proclamations as part of a nationwide

          5  effort to raise awareness about Myositis. Shining

          6  light on this important issue is, hopefully, a first

          7  step towards combating this disease.

          8                 I want to formally thank Council

          9  Member Jimmy Oddo, the Minority Leader here in the

         10  City Council for his leadership on this issue, and

         11  bringing this to the foresight of the House

         12  Committee's agenda, and because of his efforts we

         13  are definitely putting this forward today, and he is

         14  the prime sponsor of the Proposed Resolution Number

         15  433- A, and I would like to ask him to say a few

         16  words.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  Mr. Chairman,

         18  thank you.  I just want to thank you for scheduling

         19  a hearing so quickly, and thank the Speaker for

         20  this.

         21                 This was brought to my attention by a

         22  constituent, a woman in my district by the name of

         23  Leslie Ann Katowich who was hoping to come here and

         24  testify before the Committee, who physically was

         25  unable to, and if I might just read very quickly
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          2  into the record parts of the letter that she had

          3  written.

          4                 She suffers from a form of Myositis

          5  disease, "and having a neuromuscular, autoimmune,

          6  inflammatory muscle disease changes your life

          7  forever.  I am one of the five to ten out of every

          8  one million people in the United States to suffer

          9  from a form of this.  Life with this is extremely

         10  different.  There are things in life, simple things,

         11  I will never take for granted again; getting in and

         12  out of a chair, getting on and off a toilet, being

         13  able to comb my hair, being able to climb stairs,

         14  dressing ones self."

         15                 She goes on and talks about what her

         16  life is like, and quite frankly, I am a little

         17  embarrassed to say that prior to receiving contact

         18  from her, I did not know what this disease was

         19  about.

         20                 This resolution is about educating

         21  us, educating New Yorkers, and educating all

         22  Americans to this disease so that we could really

         23  step up our efforts to help those folks who have it

         24  and, hopefully, one day find the proper treatment

         25  and a cure for it.
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          2                 I just want to thank you for your

          3  cooperation, and passing this in the City Council of

          4  New York is a strong statement.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  Jimmy, thank you

          7  very much.

          8                 Is there anyone here to testify on

          9  this resolution for today?

         10                 Seeing none, thank you.

         11                 Are there any questions from

         12  committee members?

         13                 Okay, I am recommending an aye vote

         14  on the resolution for today.

         15                 Can the clerk please call the roll?

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Resolution 433,

         17  Council Member Rivera.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  I vote aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Foster.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER:  Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Liu.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  Congratulations

         23  to Council Member Oddo, and thank you to the

         24  chairman, yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Sears.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS:  I think this

          3  is a very fine thing.  You are to be congratulated.

          4                 I vote aye, and I would also like to

          5  be on the bill, thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Stewart.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART:  I vote aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Arroyo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO:  Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Mendez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ:  Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK:  By a vote of seven in

         13  the affirmative, zero in the negative, and no

         14  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         15                 Council members, please sign the

         16  Committee Report.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  We are going to

         18  keep the vote open because there is still leadership

         19  taking place down in the Speakers office, and

         20  Council Member McMahon is a member of the committee.

         21    So, we are going to leave the vote open for him to

         22  be able to vote.

         23                 Also, just wanted to recognize, we do

         24  have a new counsel to our committee, Adira Siman is

         25  here and she just recently joined us, and she is
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          2  replacing Ann Thomas who did a phenomenal job but I

          3  am pretty sure that Adira will be able to do an

          4  equal job, and be able to keep the committee running

          5  forward.

          6                 We also have Josh Nachowitz, who is

          7  the Policy Analyst with us.  We have Rocco D'Angelo

          8  and Angel Auddifred for communications.

          9                 So I want to welcome Adira to the

         10  committee.

         11                 Thank you, and we are going to keep

         12  the roll open for another--.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCMAHON:  Good

         14  morning.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  Oh, Council

         16  Member McMahon, good morning.

         17                 Do you want to vote on the- we are

         18  recommending an aye vote for the resolution on

         19  Myositis.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCMAHON:  Does that

         21  mean I should vote aye, or I can vote--.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  Vote your

         23  conscience.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCMAHON:  I vote aye.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  Thank you.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Vote now currently

          3  stands at eight.

          4                 Council Member Martinez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ:  I vote aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK:  The vote now stands

          7  at nine.

          8                 Council Member McMahon.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCMAHON:  Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK:  The vote now stands

         11  at ten.

         12                 (Hearing concluded at 11:30 a.m.)
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