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T H E  C O U N C I L

REPORT OF THE LEGAL AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS DIVISION

RICHARD M. WEINBERG, DIRECTOR AND GENERAL COUNSEL

COMMITTEE ON STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION
STATE LEGISLATION RESOLUTION 118
By: Miller  

S. 2075-B
By: Lavalle

A. 3491-B
By: Vitaliano 

TITLE:
AN ACT to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to health insurance coverage for surviving spouses of members of the fire department and police department who are enrolled in a health insurance plan.

BACKGROUND:

Currently, spouses of firefighters and police officers whose cause of death is the natural and proximate result of an accident or injury sustained while in the performance of their duties, continue to receive health insurance coverage under the group rate.  Spouses of retired firefighters and police officers, however, cease receiving health insurance coverage when the retired officer passes away.  This legislation would allow spouses of a deceased retired member of the fire or police department to retain such coverage by paying one hundred and two percent of the group rate.  The election by the surviving spouse must be made within one year of the retired member's death.

According to Senator LaValle’s Memorandum in Support, the loss of medical insurance to retired individuals is one of the most devastating occurrences, leaving those people in sometimes desperate straits.  This legislation would offer relief to the spouses of retired firefighters and police officers who have past away.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
See Council Finance Division fiscal impact statement.

EFFECTIVE DATE:

This legislation shall take effect immediately. 

