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PROPOSED INT. NO. 155-A:                       
By Council Members Jackson, Barron, Chin, Comrie, Crowley, Dickens, Dromm, Fidler, Gentile, James, Koppell, Koslowitz, Lander, Nelson, Palma, Recchia, Rodriguez, Rose, Seabrook, Vann, Williams, Foster, Lappin, Vacca, Cabrera, Mendez, Mark-Viverito, Garodnick, VanBramer, Brewer, Weprin, Arroyo, Levin, Gennaro, Ulrich and Ignizio.
TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to requiring the chancellor of the city school district to submit to the council an annual report concerning school capacity and utilization.
CHARTER:
Amends subdivision f and adds a new subdivision g to section 522.
INTRODUCTION

On Monday, October 17th, 2011 the Committee on Education, chaired by Council Member Robert Jackson, will vote on Proposed Int. No. 155-A, a local law to amend the New York City Charter, in relation to requiring the Chancellor of the City school district to submit to the Council an annual report concerning school capacity and utilization.  A copy of the introduction is attached.  
BACKGROUND
Parents and advocates have long expressed concerns about the accuracy and reliability of Department of Education (DOE) capacity and utilization data, since inaccurate information likely affects decisions regarding capital projects and co-location of schools (schools sharing space within a building).  Parents and advocates have also questioned whether the DOE data truly reflects the reality of schools’ space constraints.  
Proposed Int. No. 155-A would provide greater transparency and more detailed information including a breakdown of specialized spaces in schools and whether non-instructional spaces, such as hallways, are used for instructional purposes.  As such, Proposed Int. No. 155-A will provide valuable information to parents in determining an appropriate school placement for their children.
PROPOSED INT. NO. 155-A
Section one of Proposed Int. No. 155-A would amend section 522 of the New York City Charter by amending subdivision f and by adding a new subdivision g. 
Proposed Int. No. 155-A would amend subdivision f of section 522 to require that, in addition to being provided to the City Council, the reporting required by the new subdivision g would also be placed on the DOE’s website, and would also be distributed by other reasonable means, as determined the Chancellor.  Further, the reporting required by subdivision g of this section would be provided electronically in a database program and a link to the information would be posted on each school’s web portal.
The new subdivision g of section 522 would be entitled “capacity and utilization reporting” and would require that the Chancellor submit an annual report to the Council on school capacity and utilization data for the prior school year.  Subdivision g would define the terms “academic intervention services,” “health clinic,” “non-school organization,” “physical fitness space,” “school,” and “teacher’s lounge.”  Specifically, “academic intervention services” would be defined as any academic or behavioral services provided to students in addition to regular classroom instruction including, but not limited to, services for special education students and students identified as english language learners; “health clinic” would mean any area within a school designated exclusively for providing health services to students including, but not limited to, physical examinations and screenings for vision, hearing and other medical conditions; “non-school organization” would mean any organization or program that is not operated by the New York City Department of Education including but not limited to, after school programs, general education development programs and social services; “physical fitness space” would mean any space used for the purpose of physical fitness instruction; “school” would mean any elementary, middle or high school within the jurisdiction of the New York City Department of Education and in any facility owned or leased by the City of New York, holding some combination thereof including, but not limited to, District 75 schools and charter schools; and “teacher’s lounge” would mean any space exclusively designated for use by teachers and school staff for non-instructional time.  Such report would be due on November first of each year, beginning in 2013 and would include information concerning capacity and school utilization as described below.
For each school building and each school within a building or structure that holds one or more schools, the report would include the total number of each type of room or space listed below and whether or not the room or space is shared, and the specified purpose for each room or space but only if the space or room is utilized for such purpose at least 50% of the time:
(1) cluster rooms or specialty rooms, used for the purpose of delivering specialized instruction and the purposes for which such rooms are utilized in such subject areas including, but not limited to, art, music, dance, science, computer, theatre and shop, by type of usage, and the square footage of each such room;
(2) rooms utilized for occupational or physical therapy, speech, hearing, vision, adaptive physical education, counseling, school-based support teams and testing accommodations for students with disabilities, by type of usage, and the square footage of each such room;

(3) Rooms utilized for academic intervention services, and the square footage of each such room;
(4) Rooms utilized as physical fitness space including, but not limited to, gymnasiums and other physical fitness space, including the square footage of each such room;

(5) Non-instructional spaces, such as hallways, used for instructional purposes, academic intervention services, or therapeutic or counseling services;
(6) Health clinics, and the square footage of each such health clinic;
(7) Student locker rooms;
(8) Student bathrooms;
(9) Teachers’ lounges;
(10) Auditoriums, and the square footage of each such auditorium;
(11) Libraries, and the square footage of each such library;
(12) Lunchrooms, the square footage of each such lunchroom, and the number of periods or half periods in which the lunchroom is utilized for the purpose of serving meals each day by each school;

(13) Rooms or spaces occupied by non-school organizations, and the square footage being occupied by each such organization.
All information required by this subdivision would be aggregated citywide, as well as disaggregated by community school district, council district and borough.
Finally, Section two of Proposed Int. No. 155-A would provide that this local law would take effect immediately after its enactment.
PAGE  
5

