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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member

          3  Clarke, I know you have some very special guests

          4  that are here with us today, and we would be very

          5  appreciative if you would welcome them and bring

          6  them up here so we can begin this meeting.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you very

          8  much, Mr. Speaker.

          9                 I have the very special privilege of

         10  presenting a proclamation to one of the longest

         11  standing sports organizations, I would dare say in

         12  the City of New York, and that is the Metropolitan,

         13  the New York Metropolitan and District Cricket

         14  Association, and would those folks join me at this

         15  time? I think they're trying to make their way in.

         16  Please join me. Please join us.

         17                 The New York Metropolitan and

         18  District Cricket Association is celebrating 125

         19  years this year.

         20                 Let's give them a big clap for that,

         21  everybody. And I just wanted my colleagues from

         22  Staten Island to know that the oldest club was

         23  formed in 1873 on Staten Island. So, you know,

         24  Island folks have bonded through the whole sport of

         25  Cricket.
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          2                 It's played in nations that were

          3  formerly British colonies, and many of those

          4  individuals who were immigrants of the United States

          5  brought the form here. And I can say that I'm a

          6  proud daughter of an avid Cricket player, who was

          7  both a bowler and a batsman.

          8                 Let me just give a little history and

          9  then we'll have the clerk read the proclamation.

         10                 Okay, the Club was formed in 1873,

         11  with the help of a group of tennis players in Staten

         12  Island at Walker Park, as it stands today, named

         13  after and in the memory of RST George Walker, and

         14  then President of both the Cricket and Tennis Club,

         15  who died in combat in World War I. During that

         16  period, Cricket exhibitions were commonly played at

         17  the parade grounds in my district, behind Prospect

         18  Park in Brooklyn, and other clubs, such as the

         19  Brooklyn, Manhattan, Kings County and Bedford Club

         20  would pitch their tent and proceed to play Cricket

         21  in a carnival atmosphere.

         22                 So, that gives us a little background

         23  and a little flavor of the Cricket.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: All right. Well,

         25  we're very appreciative that you're here, and we'd
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          2  like to ask the clerk to read the proclamation.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

          4  York, Proclamation.

          5                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          6  New York is pleased and proud to honor the New York

          7  Metropolitan and District Cricket Association, Inc.

          8  on the occasion of its 125th Anniversary; and

          9                 Whereas: We are a City made strong by

         10  the efforts of individuals and organizations who

         11  give exemplary service to the community, whether

         12  through participation in volunteer programs, through

         13  unique personal achievement in their professional or

         14  other endeavors, or through a lifetime of good

         15  citizenry; and

         16                 Whereas: Today, we come together to

         17  celebrate a milestone in the life of one such

         18  organization - the 125th anniversary of the New York

         19  Metropolitan and District Cricket Association, Inc.;

         20  and

         21                 Whereas: This important sports

         22  association was founded in 1879 by a group of

         23  dedicated and visionary clubs determined to keep the

         24  great game of cricket alive in North America; and

         25                 Whereas: The founding members were
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          2  the General Electric Cricket Club, the Fairmount

          3  Cricket Club, the Paterson Cricket Club, the

          4  Brooklyn Cricket Club and the Staten Island Cricket

          5  Club; and

          6                 Whereas: The League is represented by

          7  players who hail from Australia, Barbados, England,

          8  Guyana, India, Jamaica, the Leeward Islands,

          9  Pakistan, the Windward Islands, and Trinidad and

         10  Tobago; and

         11                 Whereas: The Metropolitan Cricket

         12  League continues to expand on the vision of its

         13  foundation members, moving from strength to strength

         14  and making great strides in the last four decades

         15  under the dynamic leadership of presidents Derrick

         16  Scott, Clement "Busta" Lawrence, and Clifford Hinds;

         17  and

         18                 Whereas: The Metropolitan League has

         19  since moved into he 21st century under the forceful

         20  leadership of Mascelles Bailey. It has instituted a

         21  comprehensive youth program and is continually

         22  involved in new ways to bring excitement to the

         23  game; and

         24                 Whereas: The Metropolitan Cricket

         25  League has exemplified the ideals set forth in its
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          2  mission statement: "to set high standards on and off

          3  the field and be a model that others will follow.

          4  This is one reason why the League was named "the

          5  best organized league" in 2003 in Cricket

          6  International; now, therefore

          7                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          8  City of New York honors the NEW YORK METROPOLITAN

          9  AND DISTRICT CRICKET ASSOCIATION, INC. For its

         10  exceptional contributions to the City of New York.

         11                 Signed this 23rd day of November in

         12  the year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller,

         13  Speaker for the Entire Council; Yvette D. Clarke,

         14  Council Member, 40th District, Brooklyn.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are so grateful

         16  and the 19 clubs that you represent, that represent

         17  thousands of people that love this great sport, and

         18  we would be very appreciative if you would say a few

         19  words.

         20                 PARTICIPANT: Sure. Thank you. Mr.

         21  Speaker, Madam Councilwoman, Council members, on

         22  behalf of the executive body of the Metropolitan

         23  Cricket League, I thank you for this proclamation,

         24  which we will cherish dearly.

         25                 The New York Metropolitan And
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          2  District Cricket Association, otherwise known as the

          3  Metropolitan League, is celebrating the 125th year

          4  anniversary this year. The dream of the founding

          5  members 125 years ago is still being realized today,

          6  which was to keep the game of Cricket alive in North

          7  America.

          8                 We today are not only keeping the

          9  game alive, but continue to expand the dream by

         10  promoting the game in high schools, and have players

         11  represent our league in the national level and the

         12  United States International competition against the

         13  very best in the world.

         14                 Just like New York City we have a

         15  cultural mosaic that makes up our league, and just

         16  like New York City, we could find many things that

         17  could keep us apart, but we endeavor to use Cricket

         18  to bring us together in order to understand our

         19  differences.

         20                 Our players are here from Australia,

         21  Barbados, England, Guyana, India, Jamaica, Pakistan,

         22  Trinidad and Tobago Sri Lanka and the Winward and

         23  Leeward Islands.

         24                 Our executive body and member clubs

         25  require a mission statement, which is to strive to
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          2  set high standards on the field, on and off the

          3  field, and be a model that others will follow.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you very much.

          6  Thank you for doing our City proud. Thank you.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I just want to

          8  acknowledge other members of the Cricket League who

          9  are here with us.

         10                 MR. WALKER: Charles Walker, I'm a

         11  wicket keeper, and opening batsman.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: I'm

         13  Councilman Stewart, member of the Cricket team.

         14                 MS. JOHNSTON: Mavis Johnston,

         15  Corresponding Secretary for the League.

         16                 MR. MADIS: Sandal Madis, President of

         17  the League.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Give them a

         19  round of applause, ladies and gentlemen. Thank you.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member

         21  Gennaro is here who also has a special guest who we

         22  would like to invite up, as well as any family that

         23  he has with him.

         24                 Great. Councilman Gennaro.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,
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          2  Mr. Speaker.

          3                 It's my proud privilege and honor to

          4  call up Mr. and Mrs. Busch Park and their wonderful

          5  family, and we've got so many wonderful people from

          6  the Busch Family who are going to be joining us

          7  today.

          8                 We're so happy and proud to have you.

          9                 Let me tell you a little bit about

         10  Busch Park and his family. He came here from South

         11  Korea in 1971, quickly established a very successful

         12  business, raised a beautiful family and dedicated

         13  himself to bettering his local community and he's

         14  just been a wonderful example of the immigrant dream

         15  here in America.

         16                 Also, he did something very, very

         17  special for what I do now. Mr. Park was the man who

         18  came up with the idea that why don't we have the Con

         19  Edison meter readers also read the City water

         20  meters, and that saved a lot of money for both Con

         21  Ed and for the City. It was one of these great ideas

         22  that come from the public, and he's not only raised

         23  a wonderful family and a great success story, but

         24  he's also helped out the City with his very whole

         25  recommendation, which has really changed the way
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          2  that we do business here in the City.

          3                 Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Councilman

          5  Gennaro.

          6                 Thank you, Mr. Park, for being here

          7  with us. We'd be honored if the clerk would read the

          8  proclamation.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         10  York, Proclamation.

         11                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         12  New York is pleased and proud to honor Mr. Busch S.

         13  Park for his contributions to the City and the

         14  community; and

         15                 Whereas: We are a City made strong by

         16  the efforts of individuals who give exemplary

         17  service to the community, whether through

         18  participation in volunteer programs, through unique

         19  personal achievement in their professional or other

         20  endeavors, or through a lifetime of good citizenry;

         21  and

         22                 Whereas: Busch S. Park is one such

         23  individual and exemplifies all that is best in our

         24  Citizens: abundant generosity and compassion; the

         25  development of ones intellect, spirit and talents to
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          2  better serve others; and a commitment to the ideals,

          3  issues and concerns that most forcefully strengthen

          4  family and the community; and

          5                 Whereas: A native of Kaesung, Korea,

          6  Busch Park came to the United States in 1971 and

          7  within a year founded a small but successful

          8  import/export company. Through his life Busch Park

          9  has exhibited the qualities we all look for in

         10  leaders: a strong sense of the importance of doing

         11  what is right, regardless of circumstance; being

         12  attentive to the needs of others and striving to

         13  improve their lives; and staying receptive to

         14  knowledge and learning; and

         15                 Whereas: Mr. Park has stayed true to

         16  these values both personally and professionally, and

         17  has much to show for it. He is the patriarch of a

         18  loving family which includes three children, all

         19  Harvard graduates. Before retiring two years ago,

         20  Mr. Park had a tremendously successful career as a

         21  businessman, and has always made service to others a

         22  matter of personal priority; and

         23                 Whereas: Busch Park has distinguished

         24  himself as a community activist and has fought

         25  valiantly to improve conditions within his
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          2  neighborhood of Jamaica Estates. When he saw the

          3  need for a new sewer system, he quickly took action,

          4  writing letters and reaching out to local elected

          5  officials. Mr. Park also was instrumental in

          6  compelling the New York City Water Bureau to

          7  contract with Con Edison and have Con Edison

          8  employees read water meters when they visit homes to

          9  read electric gas meters. This idea was not only

         10  cost effective but also minimized the inconvenience

         11  to customers, as it eliminated the previously

         12  practice of having two separate meter readings; and

         13                 Whereas: Today, we are immensely

         14  proud to honor Busch S. Park for his outstanding

         15  service to the City and the community. He has truly

         16  enriched our City with his contributions and is

         17  worthy of the esteem of all New Yorkers; now,

         18  therefore

         19                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         20  City of New York honors BUSCH S. PARK for

         21  exceptional contributions to the City and the

         22  community.

         23                 Signed this 23rd day of November in

         24  the year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller,

         25  Speaker for the Entire Council; James Gennaro,
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          2  Council Member, 24th District, Queens.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Mr. Park, thank you

          4  for being here with us. Thank you for all of your

          5  service to our great City. Congratulations to your

          6  entire beautiful family, and we'd be very honored if

          7  you'd say a few words.

          8                 MR. PARK: Frankly, I feel very good

          9  that I have in some way contributed to the Big

         10  Apple, with a revenue-saving idea that I suggested

         11  to the New York City Water Bureau ten years ago, and

         12  that has been adopted and implemented by the Bureau

         13  in recent years.

         14                 I am glad that my idea is making the

         15  New York City water meter reading more cost

         16  effective and the New York City residents' lives

         17  more convenient.

         18                 If my grandchildren when they grow up

         19  will remember me as a proud grandpa, I would have no

         20  other wishes than that.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: I'm sure they will.

         23  And thank you all. Congratulations to your whole

         24  family for being here.

         25                 Council Member Peter Vallone, Jr.
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          2  Very good, you have some friends here, Peter. More

          3  than you know, I know.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Can I have

          5  your attention, please? This next honoree, if he can

          6  come up? He deserves our attention, he deserves our

          7  respect and he deserves our undying gratitude.

          8                 The word "hero" is thrown around a

          9  lot now-a-days, but this man, this man here is a

         10  true hero. Let me explain to you why.

         11                 Without this man's heroics, perhaps,

         12  perhaps none of us would be able to be here today in

         13  this room in the center of democracy in the greatest

         14  nation of the world, and let me tell you why:

         15                 We remembered Normandy. This man hit

         16  the beach in Normandy with his unit. 219 men hit the

         17  beach, 217 died. This man and one other were the

         18  only two who survived. He has received the highest

         19  awards possible in France, the Legion of Honor, in

         20  Belgium, and here too many to name. And I think it

         21  fitting that the greatest City in the World, the

         22  Center of the greatest City in the world, the

         23  democracy, the freedom we fought for honors him

         24  today with a City Council proclamation.

         25                 Words fail me to try to explain what
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          2  this man did for us, and actually it won't fail the

          3  Speaker as much as it's failing me right now, so let

          4  me turn over the mic to him.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, what I'm going

          6  to do is ask the clerk to read the proclamation.

          7                 Council, City of New York,

          8  Proclamation.

          9                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         10  New York is pleased and proud to honor Rocco Moretto

         11  for his exceptional service to our nation; and

         12                 Whereas: Much of our success as a

         13  nation - much of the peace and prosperity we take

         14  for granted - is due in large measure to the

         15  hard-fought success of our fighting forces during

         16  World War II, men of remarkable strength and

         17  character whose tremendous sacrifices helped shape

         18  the modern world, individuals whose legacy has

         19  ensured the safety, progress and prosperity of our

         20  country for generations to come; and

         21                 Whereas: Today, we are immensely

         22  proud to honor Rocco Moretto, a man who fought

         23  valiantly during World War II to defend the noble

         24  principles of freedom and democracy that have helped

         25  make our country great; and
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          2                 Whereas: On the 60th Anniversary of

          3  D-Day, when French honored 99 American Veterans with

          4  its most prestigious honor - the Legion d'Honneur -

          5  Mr. Moretto was one of the recipients; and

          6                 Whereas: Rocco Moretto was a proud

          7  member of the First Infantry Division that stormed

          8  the beaches of Omaha in Normandy on June 6, 1944.

          9  Mr. Moretto served five tours of duty in Europe and

         10  participated in the following campaigns: Normandy,

         11  including D-Day; Northern France; Ardennes,

         12  including the Hurtegan Forest and the Battle of the

         13  Bulge; Rhineland, including the Crossing of the

         14  Alpine, and Central Europe, including the Hartz

         15  Mountains; and

         16                 Whereas: For his distinguished

         17  service to our country, Rocco Moretto received

         18  numerous Citations and Awards, including: Bronze

         19  Star Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, Army Commendation

         20  Medal, Good Conduct Medal, Presidential Unit

         21  Citation (Distinguished Unit Badge) European African

         22  Middle Campaign Medal with 1 Silver Star, One Bronze

         23  Arrowhead for the Normandy Invasion, World War II

         24  Victory Medal, American Campaign Medal, Army of

         25  Occupation Medal with German Clasp, Combat Infantry
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          2  Badge, French Fourragere, Belgian Fourragere,

          3  Sharpshooter Badge with Rifle Bar, and the honorable

          4  Service Lapel Button World War II; and

          5                 Whereas: As a nation, we owe a

          6  tremendous debt of gratitude to all veterans who

          7  have fought heroically and have made inestimable

          8  sacrifices. In this respect Rocco Moretto is worthy

          9  of special merit, and we are privileged to honor him

         10  today; now, therefore

         11                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         12  City of New York honors ROCCO MORETTO for his

         13  exceptional service to our nation during World War

         14  II.

         15                 Signed this 23rd day of November in

         16  the year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller,

         17  Speaker for the Entire Council; Peter Vallone, Jr.,

         18  Council Member, 22nd District, Queens.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Mr. Moretto, we are

         20  indeed honored to have you here with us, and we are

         21  privileged to have the chance to thank you on behalf

         22  of the City of New York for your extraordinary

         23  service to our country and to the people of our

         24  City.

         25                 We would be honored if you would say
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          2  a few words, if you would.

          3                 MR. MORETTO: I'm so proud to be here

          4  today and to receive this very prestigious award.

          5                 God bless everybody in this room, and

          6  God bless America.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you.

          8                 Council Member Gerson, if you could

          9  come up and join me? I know we have a couple of

         10  honorees that we're bringing together.

         11                 Who are we doing first? The American

         12  Indian Community House is here, and we are very

         13  pleased to have the American Indian Community House

         14  come up.

         15                 My colleagues, we have the very great

         16  pleasure and privilege to honor the American Indian

         17  Community House, which has been enriching our City

         18  for many years, and supports and provides services

         19  to the 42,000 or so native Americans who reside in

         20  New York City, and if we could have the clerk read

         21  the proclamation, then we're going to hear from

         22  representatives of the American Community House.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         24  York, Proclamation.

         25                 Whereas: The Council of the City of
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          2  New York is pleased and proud to join all indigenous

          3  people of the Americas in celebrating American

          4  Indian Heritage Month, and honors the American

          5  Indian Community House (AICH) for its important

          6  contributions to the City and the Native American

          7  community; and

          8                 Whereas: It is the tradition of the

          9  New York City Council to recognize those

         10  organizations that have enriched the lives of

         11  others; and

         12                 Whereas: Today, we are immensely

         13  proud to honor the American Indian Community House

         14  for its outstanding service to the Native American

         15  community; and

         16                 Whereas: This important

         17  community-based organization was founded in 1969

         18  with the mission to improve the status of the Native

         19  Americans and to foster inter-cultural understanding

         20  and

         21                 Whereas: Over the years, American

         22  Indian Community House has taken on a profoundly

         23  meaningful role in the lives of countless Native

         24  Americans, serving their health, social service and

         25  cultural needs. With the support of dedicated staff,
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          2  AICH has grown into a multi-faceted social support

          3  agency and cultural center that serves Native

          4  Americans from 72 different tribes; and

          5                 Whereas: The American Indian

          6  Community House provides programs in job training

          7  and placement, health services referrals, HIV

          8  referral and case management services, and

          9  counseling programs for alcoholism and substance

         10  abuse. It also sponsors programs in cultural

         11  enrichment through a performing arts program and the

         12  first permanent Native American gallery and museum

         13  in New York City; and

         14                 Whereas: The American Indian

         15  Community House has been a tremendous benefactor in

         16  the lives of Native Americans residing in New York

         17  City. It has strengthened our City with its presence

         18  and is worthy of the esteem of all New Yorkers; now,

         19  therefore

         20                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         21  City of New York honors THE AMERICAN INDIAN

         22  COMMUNITY HOUSE for its exceptional service to the

         23  Native American community of our City.

         24                 Signed this 23rd day of November in

         25  the year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller,
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          2  Speaker for the Entire Council; Alan Gerson Council

          3  Member, 1st District, Manhattan.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Before we hear from a

          5  couple of representatives of this great

          6  organization, Council Member Gerson wanted to say a

          7  few words.

          8                 Council Member Gerson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Just Mr.

         10  Speaker, as we celebrate American Indian Heritage

         11  Month, we remember that this is our country's

         12  original heritage month, our original heritage, and

         13  I want to thank the Community House for all they

         14  contribute, not only to the district I represent

         15  where they are situated, but to all of our City and

         16  beyond in providing important services to the

         17  community and an important education and reminder to

         18  all of us, so we can all enjoy and cherish our

         19  original American Heritage, which we'll now hear a

         20  little bit from.

         21                 Thank you very, very much.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. We have

         23  Larry Heniku who is here to sing a song.

         24                 (song.)

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Larry.
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          2                 Finally, on behalf of the House, we

          3  would like to ask Lisa Mayo, who is a member of the

          4  Board, to say a few words.

          5                 Lisa.

          6                 MS. MAYO: Yes, Mr. Speaker, and City

          7  Council members, my name is Lisa Mayo. I am Kuna

          8  Rapahanack, and I'm Secretary of the Board of

          9  Directors for the American Indian Community House.

         10                 Rosemary Richmond, our Executive

         11  Director, is unable to be here today, and so

         12  therefore I'm speaking on behalf of her and on

         13  behalf of the American Indian Community House.

         14                 I'd like to thank the City Council

         15  for the honor that you are bestowing on our

         16  organization this afternoon. AICH, as we call it,

         17  American Indian Community House, is an urban Indian

         18  Center that has been striving to meet the needs of

         19  the Native American population of the Metropolitan

         20  New York area since 1969.

         21                 As of the 2000 Census, New York City

         22  has the largest urban Indian population in the

         23  country, with a population more than 41,000 in the

         24  five boroughs alone, representing approximately 60

         25  tribal nations. Almost half of the 82,000 total for
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          2  the state.

          3                 In addition for the social welfare

          4  services that we provide, we also offer cultural

          5  programming through our art gallery gift shop and

          6  our performing arts components.

          7                 In fact, we would like to invite all

          8  of you to our Indian Market. It begins December 11th

          9  til the 19th, from 12:00 to 8:00 p.m., where Indian

         10  art will be displayed and offered for sale. And also

         11  for Christmas gifts.

         12                 The Community House is located at 708

         13  Broadway, on the second floor in New York City, and

         14  I thank you so much.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, all, for

         16  being here, and for your service to our City. We're

         17  honored to have you.

         18                 Council Member Quinn and Gerson and

         19  Sears, we have another honored group here with us,

         20  Young Audiences of New York. I know that there was

         21  an art exhibit outside.

         22                 We have, this is Young Audiences of

         23  New York, which is an extraordinary organization,

         24  and we're particularly honoring them today for their

         25  partnership with AIG in the Visual Residency Program
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          2  at PS 7, which is in Queens and Council Member

          3  Sears' district PS 2, and Council Member Gerson's

          4  district in the High School of Fashion Industries in

          5  Council Member Quinn's district.

          6                 We have citations for each of the

          7  young people that are here today, and thank you for

          8  your service.

          9                 But we're not going to give them all

         10  out right now, we'll give them out right after this.

         11  If we could move forward a little bit, and if we

         12  could ask the clerk to read the proclamation.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         14  York, Proclamation.

         15                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         16  New York is pleased and proud to honor Young

         17  Audiences New York and American International Group

         18  for their outstanding contribution to arts

         19  education; and

         20                 Whereas: Young Audiences New York

         21  (YANY) is dedicated to opening up the vital

         22  experience of art to as many young lives as

         23  possible. It believes that art can increase the

         24  potential of our moments, and is dedicated to

         25  advancing the artistic and educational development
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          2  of New York City Public School Students by bringing

          3  them together with professional artists of all

          4  disciplines to learn, create and participate in the

          5  arts; and

          6                 Whereas: During the 2003-2004 school

          7  year, YANY reached approximately 21,000 students in

          8  arts residencies and an additional 181,000 students,

          9  teachers and families with educational performances,

         10  professional development programs and family events

         11  in 250 schools and community organizations

         12  throughout New York City and the metropolitan area;

         13  and

         14                 Whereas: YANY's impact in the lives

         15  of our children has been nothing less than seismic.

         16  It has challenged them as thinkers; encouraged them

         17  as performers; guided them as budding artists and

         18  given them the space within which to develop their

         19  unique, imaginative responses to the world; and

         20                 Whereas: For the sixth consecutive

         21  year, YANY has partnered with the American

         22  International Group (AIG) on visual arts residencies

         23  in the schools, residencies which helped students

         24  create more than 180 works of art. From this group,

         25  21 pieces will serve as the first 2004 YANY/AGI
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          2  Traveling Exhibition and will be on display in our

          3  City through Spring 2005, and several pieces have

          4  been chosen for AIG holiday cards; and

          5                 Whereas: The YANY/AGI Visual

          6  Partnership Project exemplifies what is possible

          7  when two organizations committed to the arts and

          8  arts education join forces to benefit the lives of

          9  children; and

         10                 Whereas: Today, we are proud to honor

         11  all the dedicated individuals who have been

         12  essential to YANY's success, especially Joanne

         13  Bernstein-Cohen, YANY's Executive Director, and

         14  Lynne S. Randall, President of YNAY's Board of

         15  Directors. These two women have provided YANY with

         16  inspired vision, and their dynamic leadership has

         17  helped YANY increase in strength and purpose; now,

         18  therefore

         19                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         20  City of New York honors YOUNG AUDIENCES NEW YORK and

         21  American International Group for their outstanding

         22  commitments to arts education.

         23                 Signed this 23rd day of November in

         24  the year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller,

         25  Speaker for the Entire Council; Alan Jay Gerson,
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          2  Council Member, 1st District, Manhattan; Christine

          3  Quinn, Council Member, 3rd District, Queens; Helen

          4  Sears, Council Member, 25th District, Queens.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you all so much

          6  for being here, and to the young people that

          7  participate in this great program, we want to thank

          8  you for giving us great hope for the future and for

          9  leading the way, and we'd be very honored, Joanne,

         10  if you would say just a few words on behalf of

         11  everybody here.

         12                 MS. BERNSTEIN-COHEN: Thank you. This

         13  is a huge honor and I want to thank all of you,

         14  especially Gifford Miller and Alan Gerson, and

         15  Christine Quinn and Helen Sears and David Weprin, I

         16  see over there, the City Council. This honor is so

         17  wonderful, and it brings education, inspiration,

         18  creativity and the arts all together to make

         19  unforgettable learning for children across New York

         20  City every day. Two-hundred thousand kids benefit

         21  from these programs. We're so proud, and we're so

         22  proud of these children.

         23                 The City Council has been supporting

         24  our work generously for the past decade at least.

         25  That's as far as my records go back. And we couldn't
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          2  do this work without you.

          3                 I also want to thank the incredible

          4  staff of the Young Audiences New York, the Board,

          5  the 200 professional teaching artists who are on the

          6  roster who go out and work with kids every day, it's

          7  critical to do that. And I want to especially thank

          8  AIG that had the vision to work with us and support

          9  and continue to support the Visual Arts residency

         10  programs that these children have been involved

         11  with. We've been doing this work with them for about

         12  six years, and the work that you see out in the

         13  rotunda has recently been at New York Hospital,

         14  Cornell Medical Center, delighting patients and

         15  physicians and nurses and families and once it

         16  leaves the rotunda today, there are about ten more

         17  stops that this traveling exhibition will make. So,

         18  we're so so proud.

         19                 These children are not only great

         20  artists, they are great thinkers, great writers, and

         21  most of all great young New Yorkers.

         22                 So, thank you so much.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: And we do have

         24  citations for each of you that we've given to

         25  Joanne. So, thank you all for being here, and thank
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          2  you for your service to our City. Thank you.

          3                 Okay, now, finally, last, but

          4  certainly not least, Council Member Seabrook has a

          5  special guest who can help put a lot of this into

          6  perspective for us.

          7                 Council Member Seabrook, I know you

          8  have a very special guest. We appreciate your

          9  patience. We would be very honored if you would

         10  introduce her.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you

         12  very much, Mr. Speaker.

         13                 Today we are here witnessing that

         14  honoring young people, honoring Native Americans,

         15  and we are honoring probably the oldest New Yorker

         16  in this City here today in this Betsy Ritter.

         17                 She will be 111 years age. 1-1-1. And

         18  she is here today with her family, her son, and she

         19  also has two brothers who are alive. And the good

         20  care that James Harbor Nursing Home has given her

         21  and to sustain her and to allow her to be here and

         22  the family here today, so Mr. Speaker, it is a

         23  pleasure that I said in all of my years of being in

         24  elective office I have been her representative. And

         25  so this is fitting and proper that she is here at
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          2  City Hall with all of us 111 years of age. Yes,

          3  she's got to come. She's got to come.

          4                 Please bring her up and her son is

          5  here with her, and all of the grand kids, the

          6  family, everyone here, and I told her she's entitled

          7  to make a speech today, Mr. Speaker.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: She indeed did earn

          9  it. But let's ask the clerk to read the proclamation

         10  first.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         12  of New York, Proclamation.

         13                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         14  New York is pleased and proud to join family and

         15  friends in celebrating the upcoming 111th Birthday

         16  of Mrs. Betsy Ritter; and

         17                 Whereas: Today, we are delighted to

         18  honor Mrs. Betsy Ritter, a woman of extraordinary

         19  strength and character whose remarkable life spans

         20  three centuries; and

         21                 Whereas: This is not just a festive

         22  happening but also a chance to pay tribute to a

         23  woman who has dedicated her life to helping others.

         24  Betsy Ritter truly represents what is best in

         25  people; and
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          2                 Whereas: Born on February 1, 1894 to

          3  the late Gussie and Quincy Sturdivant in Wadesboro,

          4  North Carolina, Betsy Ritter came East in 1944,

          5  where she raised a family which included her two

          6  sons, Walter and Eddie Hall; and

          7                 Whereas: Betsy Ritter is the true

          8  matriarch of her family. She has 11 grandchildren

          9  and 18 great-grandchildren and continues to receive

         10  strength and happiness from each; and

         11                 Whereas: Betsy was an active member

         12  of her church community, first in Wedesboro and then

         13  later in Manhattan, where she was a member of the

         14  Souther Baptist Church in Harlem; and

         15                 Whereas: Betsy Ritter has enriched us

         16  with her presence and we are deeply honored to

         17  congratulate her on her upcoming birthday; now,

         18  therefore

         19                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         20  City of New York honors BETSY RITTER on the occasion

         21  of her 111th Birthday Celebration.

         22                 Signed this 23rd day of November in

         23  the year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller,

         24  Speaker for the Entire Council; Larry B. Seabrook,

         25  Council Member, 12th District, Bronx.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, we are so

          3  honored that you could be with us and so

          4  appreciative to you and your entire family, and we

          5  would love it if you would say a few words, if you

          6  would.

          7                 MS. RITTER: Thank you. Thank you.

          8  Thank you, everybody. Everybody who is in here, I

          9  thank. How old I am, thank God. Thank God.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amen.

         11                 Well, thank you to all of your family

         12  for being here with us. Thank you to those who care

         13  for you and for making it possible for you to be

         14  with us. We are honored and privileged. Thank you,

         15  Council Member Seabrook for giving us this

         16  opportunity.

         17                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Good

         18  afternoon, ladies and gentlemen. Before we get

         19  started today, I'd like to make a special

         20  announcement on behalf of Council Member Hiram

         21  Monserrate, I would like to welcome the students

         22  from Flushing High School's government class, who

         23  are sitting in the balcony, and to the teacher Ms.

         24  Martha Cruz. Give them a round of applause.

         25                 And we also have a special
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          2  announcement. It's Diana's birthday today, so

          3  everybody give her a big happy birthday.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Mr. Majority Leader,

          5  if I could also note that it is the birthday of

          6  Council Member Michael Nelson, as well today.

          7                 Mike unfortunately is ill today. His

          8  back is bothering him, he was unable to come in, but

          9  certainly I think all of our prayers are with him

         10  for a speedy recovery for his back and of course

         11  wishing him a happy birthday.

         12                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: There you go.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: And Council Member

         14  Yvette Clarke's birthday was this past Sunday, a day

         15  that will never be forgotten, 22 years ago.

         16                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Okay, I will

         17  now be opening up the Stated Meeting of November

         18  23rd, 2004.

         19                 If everybody could please rise for

         20  the Pledge of Allegiance.

         21                 I pledge allegiance to the flag of

         22  the United States of America, and to the republic

         23  for which it stands, one nation, under God,

         24  indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

         25                 Thank you very much. Roll call.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Still here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: We have a quorum,

          9  sir.

         10                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: A quorum is

         11  present. Everybody please rise.

         12                 FATHER HAYES: God, our creator, we

         13  gather here this day in this historic chamber on

         14  this day before Thanksgiving, and weeks before the

         15  sacred season for many faiths, we stop and we

         16  reflect and we pay inner attention. We express our

         17  gratitude for all that has been given to us. We

         18  stand in this chamber in humility and deep

         19  gratitude. We gather this day as servants and

         20  guardians of the City.

         21                 We stand together as members of this

         22  City Council. We ask for guidance, courage and

         23  wisdom. And as we administer our office, let a

         24  spirit of right judgment be our guide.

         25                 We gather this day in the spirit of
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          2  collaboration to the dialogue discussed and vote on

          3  issues that will enhance the quality of life for

          4  all. We ask that our gathering be tempered by a

          5  greater inner wisdom, a wisdom that will enable us

          6  to see clearer, to create new paths, to discern new

          7  direction, to continue to plan and strengthen this

          8  great City.

          9                 We gather in the spirit of courage,

         10  as we meet, discuss and vote. We ask for guidance in

         11  all our deliberations, that these deliberations also

         12  benefit all in the City.

         13                 As courage guides these

         14  deliberations, let justice and peace act as their

         15  guides.

         16                 We gather here especially in the

         17  spirit of gratitude, a gratitude for all of the

         18  gifts and talents that have been showered upon each

         19  and every one here.

         20                 Let us use these gifts and talents

         21  for the common good. Let our gratitude also be

         22  tempered by a subtle spirit of compassion so that we

         23  may reach out to all in need.

         24                 As we administer our office, let a

         25  spirit of right judgment speak to our heart. May we
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          2  encourage due respect for life and diversity, and

          3  may we promote a sense of value, of the value of

          4  community.

          5                 May our discussions, voting and

          6  deliberation become the foundation, rule, order and

          7  good government. Guide us by light and a higher

          8  wisdom, and let the spirits of collaboration,

          9  courage and gratitude be with us this day.

         10                 And as we prepare for Thanksgiving

         11  Day, let us all respond in one voice as public

         12  servants, stewards and guardian of this great City

         13  by saying amen.

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         15  very much.

         16                 Council Member James.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Motion to

         18  spread the Invocation in full upon the record.

         19                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         20                 Adoption of the Minutes.

         21                 Council Member McMahon.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         23  Mr. Chairman. And I thank my colleagues for this

         24  honor to move the minutes of the Stated Meeting of

         25  October 13th, 2004, which was a grand meeting, be
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          2  adopted as they were wonderfully printed.

          3                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

          5  Papers from the Mayor.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 371.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Health.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 372.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

         10  Elections.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 373.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

         13  Elections.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 374.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

         16  Elections.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         18  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         21  and Communications.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         24  Call-Ups.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 375, 376,
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          2  377, 378, on page two, on page three, M 379, M 380.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are coupled

          4  on the Call Up vote.

          5                 At this point I would ask the clerk

          6  to call the roll on all items coupled on the Call-Up

          7  vote.

          8                 I will just note from my colleagues

          9  that we have been joined by Assemblyman Jose Rivera,

         10  who is here with us today. I believe he is sitting

         11  up in the balcony. Mr. Chairman, always a pleasure

         12  to have you here. You've served us so well in the

         13  City Council for so many years, and continue to

         14  serve us in Albany and in the Bronx. Thank you for

         15  being here with us, Mr. Chairman.

         16                 If the clerk could call the roll.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         23  all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Madam Chair,

         22  I ask unanimous consent to vote yes on all Land Use

         23  Call-Ups, all general order items and all

         24  resolutions?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: If I could just

          3  interject there without an objection, but just note

          4  for my colleagues that I think, I know that Council

          5  Member Serrano has to leave, of course we

          6  acknowledged his extraordinary accomplishments last

          7  time we were here of getting elected to the State

          8  Senate, but there is a much more important

          9  accomplishment that he is preparing for himself,

         10  which I think is the next time we see him he will be

         11  a married man.

         12                 So, congratulations to you, to your

         13  lovely bridge. We know you're going to have a great

         14  lifetime of great happiness and we wish you all the

         15  best. Congratulations.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

         13  Use Call-Ups are adopted by a vote of 42 in the

         14  affirmative and zero in the negative.

         15                 Communication from the Speaker.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, today

         17  we are doing a number of important pieces of

         18  legislation.

         19                 Do you want me to break off for a

         20  moment?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Margarita.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: That's all right.

         23                 There are a number of important

         24  pieces of legislation that we're doing today. I want

         25  to bring to your attention one particular one,
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          2  because I am deeply, deeply concerned about this

          3  matter, and that is that we have now reached the

          4  fourth time that this Council has been forced to

          5  give an extension to the private bus franchises,

          6  without the Administration giving us a plan for the

          7  future of this important service.

          8                 It has been three years that this

          9  Administration has been attempting to have the

         10  Metropolitan Transit Authority assume the control of

         11  the private bus lines.

         12                 In and of itself this may or may not

         13  be a bad idea. The only way that we'll know is if we

         14  finally learn the details of the agreement that has

         15  yet to be hammered out.

         16                 It will only be a good deal if it

         17  actually saves the City money, improves the service

         18  that is on.

         19                 It will only be a good deal if there

         20  are insurances that are made to protect the rights

         21  of workers, providers and everyone else who is

         22  served by bus lines. It will only be a good deal, in

         23  fact, if we know what the deal is. But three years

         24  after the Administration has been attempting this,

         25  they still don't have a plan. And we are back here
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          2  for a fourth time now to give an extension once

          3  again so that they can continue to attempt to

          4  accomplish something that they announced nine months

          5  ago, but as of yet the framework for that deal has

          6  raised more questions than answered.

          7                 It is time for the riders on this

          8  route to be put first. Because in the last three

          9  years, while the Mayor has refused to spend $156

         10  million that the federal government appropriated for

         11  the purpose of purchasing new buses, buses are

         12  getting older, they're falling out of service,

         13  they're breaking down and everybody is suffering.

         14  And in fact, we have now learned that the

         15  Administration has squandered 16 million of those

         16  federal dollars by dilly-dallying for so long. Now

         17  there is only 140 million that's available. And

         18  recently they asked Congress to transfer this money

         19  to the MTA, without any way of ensuring that this

         20  money will necessarily be spent on these buses,

         21  without any means of knowing what will happen to the

         22  purchases of these buses if this, in fact,

         23  reorganization doesn't go through, what we have

         24  after three years is worse service and no answers.

         25                 And time has passed. I wish that I
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          2  could present you, my colleagues, with a positive

          3  course of action that could resolve this matter.

          4  Regrettably, we don't have the power to resolve this

          5  matter. Only the Mayor does. We have to grant this

          6  extension, because if we don't grant this extension,

          7  the bus service will end.

          8                 We aren't given an alternative to its

          9  merely withering on the vine as the service is

         10  today.

         11                 For the 400,000 people that depend

         12  upon this bus service, they can tell you that the

         13  buses are getting older, that the employees are

         14  leaving. Imagine how ridiculous a situation this is

         15  for the private bus companies who are being told,

         16  we're going to put you out of business, we just

         17  can't tell you how soon we're going to put you out

         18  of business, and in the interim we need you to stay

         19  in business. Their employees are, of course, looking

         20  for other jobs as you would expect that they would,

         21  and how are people supposed to retain those

         22  employees, continue to administer these lines? It is

         23  almost as if it is being driven in the ground, and

         24  it has gone on for too long.

         25                 We are granting this extension, and I
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          2  would love to include with it a threat that we wont

          3  grant another extension, but regrettably the

          4  likelihood is we will, because several months will

          5  go by, nothing will change, except for the service

          6  will get worse, and we'll be right back here. It's

          7  got to stop. It's got to stop.

          8                 Four-hundred thousand people every

          9  day ride these buses. They go to work, they go to

         10  church, they go shopping. Their lives depend upon

         11  this access, as do the businesses, the communities,

         12  the shopping centers that are supported by those New

         13  Yorkers.

         14                 We need answers. And if you can't

         15  make this work, then let's find something that will.

         16                 I also call to your attention, my

         17  colleagues, the legislation regarding the motor

         18  scooters. Today we will override the Mayor's veto on

         19  that legislation. This is one of the most obvious

         20  pieces of legislation I think this Council has

         21  passed, because it stands for a very simple

         22  principle. People in New York should not sell

         23  products that in New York are illegal to operate.

         24  That's it.

         25                 These scooters are illegal to operate
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          2  in New York. Why? Because they're a menace. They're

          3  a menace to people on the streets, they're a menace

          4  to people on the sidewalks, and they're a menace to

          5  mostly the children that use them.

          6                 Unfortunately, we've already had at

          7  least one death in this City, and there will be more

          8  if we do not curtail their use.

          9                 Now, very sensibly, the State

         10  Department of Motor Vehicle says you can't operate

         11  these things. But the Administration is actually

         12  saying, and they literally said this, that they want

         13  to continue to make it legal to sell these things

         14  because they're worried that people will go buy

         15  these devices that are illegal to operate in New

         16  York in New Jersey, and that will hurt New York's

         17  businesses.

         18                 That is ridiculous. That's

         19  ridiculous. What we're actually saying is that we

         20  want, this Administration wants shops to keep

         21  selling products that we all know are illegal and

         22  dangerous because we don't want to hurt the

         23  businesses that are selling illegal and dangerous

         24  products at the expense of other businesses that are

         25  selling illegal and dangerous products outside of
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          2  the City. It's ridiculous.

          3                 So, I certainly urge all of you to

          4  join with all of us who have sponsored this

          5  legislation, and I want to thank all of the members

          6  who worked hard for this who know in their districts

          7  across this City what a serious problem this is, a

          8  quality of life problem, a public safety problem. I

          9  hope you will join with us in overriding this very

         10  inconsiderate veto.

         11                 And, finally, I want to thank the

         12  members of 32-BJ who are here today, because every

         13  day the members of 32-BJ protect our lives. No one

         14  in New York has to be told how serious safety and

         15  security is to our future. And we all know that the

         16  employees who protect the safety and security of the

         17  great buildings of this City are on the front lines

         18  of that battle. And today we're sending a resolution

         19  up to Albany to ask that there be standards set for

         20  training and for safety and security, or to at least

         21  give New York City the opportunity to set those

         22  standards ourselves when we need them and we know we

         23  need them.

         24                 So, I thank you all for your

         25  attention, and I recommend that all these bills, and
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          2  others that are on this agenda, that we will have a

          3  chance to discuss at a later point in this meeting.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          6  of General Orders.

          7                 I don't see anybody. Anybody?

          8  Discussion of General Orders? Oh my goodness

          9  gracious.

         10                 Okay, Report of Special Committees.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         13  Standing Committees.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         15  Committee on Consumer Affairs.

         16                 Intro. 367-A.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         18  on the General Order Calendar.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         20  Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice.

         21                 Intro. 310-A.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         23  on the General Order Calendar.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         25  Committee on Land Use.
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          2                 Preconsidered Intro. 502.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          4  General Order Calendar with a message of necessity.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 196 and

          6  companion Reso 684.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 258 and

          9  companion Reso 685.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 259 and

         12  companion Reso 686.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 263 and

         15  companion Reso 687.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 278 and

         18  companion Reso 688.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 300 and

         21  companion Reso 689.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 302 and

         24  companion Reso 690.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 304 and

          3  companion Reso 691.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 309 and

          6  companion Reso 692.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 311 and

          9  companion Reso 693.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 313 and

         12  companion Reso 694.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 314 and

         15  companion Reso 695.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 315 and

         18  companion Reso 696.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 316 and

         21  companion Reso 697.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 317 and

         24  companion Reso 698.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 332 and

          3  companion Reso 699.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          6  Committee on Parks and Recreation.

          7                 Intro. 471-A.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

          9  over.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         11  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         12                 M 326 and companion Reso 700.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 327 and

         15  companion Reso 701.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         18  Committee on Transportation.

         19                 Intro. 94-A.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         21  over.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 98-A.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         24  General Order Calendar.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 362.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

          4  Order Calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 127-A.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 403-A.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rereferred to the

          9  Committee on Land Use.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         11  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         13  General Order Calendar.

         14                 At this point I will ask the clerk to

         15  call the roll on all items coupled on the General

         16  Order Calendar.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Shall the

         18  bill Intro. 98-A pass the objection of the Mayor

         19  notwithstanding.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes, I vote

         22  aye on all coupled general orders and resolutions.

         23  Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Madam Chair,
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          2  may I be briefly excused to explain my vote?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Just with

          5  regards to preconsidered Intro. 502-A. I must

          6  express my concern about the lack of progress on the

          7  MTA takeover of the private bus service. It's such a

          8  critical service, and the instability and

          9  frustration that this is causing the ridership in my

         10  community, as well as the workers, I can only be

         11  hopeful that this extension of time will allow the

         12  MTA to end its pending fiscal crisis and the

         13  Administration to become more focused on the issues

         14  that are included, all issues that are included with

         15  regards to this takeover, for the sake of the

         16  ridership and for the sake of the workers. I vote

         17  aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Madam Chair, I

         24  would like to vote aye on all coupled on General

         25  Order Calendar items and aye on all Land Use
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          2  Call-Ups.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: I'd like to

          6  also ask permission to vote aye on all Land Use

          7  Call-Ups and General Order Calendar.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Permission to

         15  explain my vote?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I also want to

         18  echo Councilman Addabbo's concerns.

         19                 The fact of the matter is that the

         20  population in the three boroughs most affected, most

         21  dependent on only having the private lines are being

         22  disenfranchised and disrespected by the

         23  Administration and the MTA. These people are solely

         24  dependent on the private bus lines. Those lines

         25  would be considered the worst lines within the City,
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          2  I dare say anywhere in the country, with the

          3  majority of the buses that are over 18 years old and

          4  no new buses being given to them since 1999, and

          5  also the fact that the City has wasted money, wasted

          6  federal dollars and put our entire program in

          7  jeopardy by not allowing federal dollars to be

          8  spent, when we are dealing with an administration on

          9  a national level as trying to cut federal dollars to

         10  the City.

         11                 It is truly abhorrent. They are doing

         12  a disrespect to citizens and constituents in

         13  Brooklyn, Queens and the Bronx. We must get this

         14  lease negotiated. We must find out what has to be

         15  done and this has to be done sooner than later.

         16                 People on entirely dependent. They

         17  want good and progressive bus service. We could

         18  double the ridership within two weeks if we doubled

         19  the amount of buses on those lines, and it's

         20  important that the City resolve these issues

         21  tomorrow. Thank you.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Madam Chair,

         24  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you.

          3                 I would like to urge all of my

          4  colleagues to vote for, among others, Intro. 310-A.

          5  I want to commend Council Member Clarke for

          6  introducing this legislation and seeing it through

          7  her committee.

          8                 You know, the whole idea here is that

          9  we start coming to grips with the fact that many

         10  people who have had some trouble in their lives and

         11  who have been incarcerated need help coming back

         12  into our society productively.

         13                 We want everyone to rejoin the

         14  mainstream and have productive lives and not get in

         15  trouble again, but we don't often do some of the

         16  very most basic things we could to help people come

         17  back in the society, and one of the most obvious is

         18  that people get an identification so that they can

         19  function in the world of work, and they get the most

         20  basic benefits coming to them so they can get back

         21  on their feet. And many of these folks, of course,

         22  are people who should be making it a case where

         23  folks can come into society quickly, easily, and

         24  have incentive in fact to stay on a positive path.

         25                 So, I think this is very important
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          2  legislation. It's sad that it's taken legislation to

          3  do something that should have been done a long time

          4  ago, but that's often the case, and, again, I

          5  commend Council Member Clarke.

          6                 Thank you. I'm voting aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: May I be

         11  briefly excused to explain my vote?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I particularly

         14  want to be associated with the remarks of the

         15  Speaker today on the issue of the override of the

         16  scooter bill, that is just -- I mean the word

         17  "ridiculous" is the most appropriate word for it.

         18  And as far as the express bus service, I can tell

         19  you that I don't have a single subway stop located

         20  in my district, the only service for mass transit

         21  that is available for commuters in parts of my

         22  district is express bus service.

         23                 I was happy when I heard that the

         24  City finally agreed to take it over. I assumed there

         25  were details at the time. Really there aren't. It's
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          2  time for them to get off the stick. People are

          3  entitled to know that the bus will be there

          4  tomorrow. Workers are entitled to know that their

          5  job will be there tomorrow, and while we have to

          6  extend it, and I know that both the riders and the

          7  workers want it, it would be shameful if we had to

          8  extend it again.

          9                 And, so, having said that, I vote aye

         10  on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I vote no

         15  on Intro. 310-A and aye on all other coupled general

         16  orders.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Madam Chair,

         19  I wish to speak briefly on my vote.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you.

         22                 With regard to the override for the

         23  scooter bill, it was my constituent Dante Pulmar

         24  that tragically met his death last summer on one of

         25  these vehicles, and so it's always important to put
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          2  a human face on the things that we do here in this

          3  Chamber. And I thank the Speaker, I thank Council

          4  Member McMahon, Vallone, Liu, all those others who

          5  were very much involved in this issue, and cast my

          6  vote for the override in memory of Dante Pulmar, and

          7  also wish to be associated with the remarks made by

          8  the Speaker with regard to the takeover and the

          9  third extension. It's an outrage for the people in

         10  my district as well, and I hope that this is the

         11  last one that we're forced to do.

         12                 So, I vote aye on all general orders.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Madam Public

         19  Advocate, I vote yes on all, and I request unanimous

         20  consent to vote yes on all Land Use Call-Ups.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: May I be

          5  excused to explain my vote?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I again want to

          8  commend my sister Council Member Clarke in

          9  introducing Intro. 310-A. If we are to reduce the

         10  high rate of unemployment of black men, if we are to

         11  reduce the recidivism rate, we need to open up and

         12  allow individuals who come back from the Criminal

         13  Justice System, the opportunity so they can make

         14  contributions to society.

         15                 And we basically have to reintroduce

         16  them to the number of benefits, governmental

         17  benefits and also applying for State issue

         18  identification.

         19                 If we are again to reduce individuals

         20  from becoming repeat offenders, we have to do more

         21  to reintegrate them back into society.

         22                 So, I applaud Councilwoman Clarke and

         23  vote aye on this bill and all others.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

          5  Advocate, to explain my vote?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I'm going to

          8  vote yes on the Land Use issue, the extension of the

          9  authorizing resolution for the private bus lines.

         10                 I do want to just say as Chair of the

         11  Committee, though, I have two issues here with the

         12  Administration. One is process and one is substance.

         13                 The Land Use Committee didn't receive

         14  this until last week and the fact of the matter is,

         15  I doubt that anybody didn't realize that these

         16  contracts, that all of this would not be finished by

         17  the end of the authorizing resolution date.

         18                 And it would seem to me that the

         19  dates coming up in January, February, March and

         20  April, that this extension is until, are coming up

         21  very, very soon. And we need to work out somehow

         22  with the Administration that there has to be a

         23  resolution to this issue, and if nothing else, the

         24  Council needs to be brought into the process to make

         25  sure that once again we're not surprised by the
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          2  extensions falling on our lap a few days before the

          3  vote is needed.

          4                 Also on the substance, I don't know

          5  what's different now than was happening a few months

          6  ago, but the fact of the matter is, any contracting

          7  issues, any pension issues, any employee issues, was

          8  obviously known by all the parties involved with

          9  these negotiations months ago, and we need to get it

         10  together. We need to bring everyone to the table. We

         11  need to get this fixed, and we need to get a

         12  resolution for the riders of the City of New York.

         13                 We have people in every single

         14  borough that invest in this City every single day,

         15  and the least that they ask for is that the City

         16  provide the services that they deserve and that they

         17  are paying adequately for on a daily basis.

         18                 So, I urge the Administration, I urge

         19  everyone involved to please come to the table, get

         20  this issue resolved and make sure that the

         21  constituents that we represent have some stability

         22  when it comes to knowing how they're going to get

         23  back and forth to work on a daily basis.

         24                 I vote aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Can I explain

          3  my vote, please?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I would like

          6  to second the remarks of the Speaker on the

          7  extension of the negotiating time, if you want to

          8  call it that, for the express bus lines, temporary

          9  extension of the franchises.

         10                 This has been mishandled by the

         11  Administration almost beyond belief.

         12                 First of all, the equipment is

         13  deteriorating, while negotiations have continued for

         14  months and years.

         15                 Secondly, there's great uncertainty

         16  among the riders and the workers, and, frankly,

         17  there's question in my mind whether the whole thing

         18  makes any sense.

         19                 Turning over this service to the MTA,

         20  may actually be making things worse, rather than

         21  better. And that is certainly true for my

         22  constituents who have been very happy with the

         23  Liberty Lines Service over the past decades when

         24  that's been provided.

         25                 In addition, as the MTA takes over
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          2  this service, we have no guarantee that the level of

          3  service will be maintained, and the MTA is proposing

          4  another 25 percent increase on top of a 33 percent

          5  increase that the riders on these buses paid last

          6  year, far in excess of the increases proposed by the

          7  MTA for any other Transit Service.

          8                 The fact is that the riders on this

          9  Express Bus Service are getting a bad deal.

         10                 Furthermore, the negotiations have

         11  been held entirely in secret. Nobody knows how

         12  issues are being resolved. There is no opportunity

         13  for public comment. Though the workers have been

         14  left out in the cold with respect to their rights as

         15  the service is transferred, and this is just the way

         16  government should not operate, not in secret, not

         17  with these kind of delays, not to the prejudice of

         18  the constituency that government is supposed to

         19  serve.

         20                 So, while we have to continue the

         21  franchises now, it's sad commentary that this is the

         22  way the express buses have been treated for the last

         23  years, and I frankly fear for the future.

         24                 I vote aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: No on Intro.

          3  310-A, aye on the rest.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Madam Advocate,

          6  may I be excused to explain my vote?

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Thank you very

          9  much. I will vote aye on the request on the part of

         10  the Administration to extend the operating authority

         11  of the private bus companies. I feel like this is de

         12  javu all over again, because I've lost track of I

         13  don't know how many times we have been called upon

         14  by the Mayor to extend these operating authorities.

         15  Three deadlines have already been passed, missed,

         16  and I hope that past performance on this issue on

         17  the part of the MTA and the Mayor is not going to be

         18  an indicator of future performance.

         19                 I hope that this issue gets resolved

         20  as quickly as possible so that we can reverse the

         21  downward spiral of bus service for so many of our

         22  constituents.

         23                 It is a fact that because of the

         24  uncertainty and the long drawn-out process of this

         25  proposed takeover of the MTA of the private buses,
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          2  coupled with the refusal to spend federal money

          3  earmarked for the purpose of buying buses to replace

          4  those that have been and continue to break down,

          5  that service has gone far, far worse for our

          6  constituents. And, so, I hope that this gets

          7  resolved soon and that we will not be called once

          8  again to extend the operating authority.

          9                 And then a quick note to my

         10  colleagues. This idea of staggered deadlines that

         11  the Administration is now asking for, that I believe

         12  is nothing but a smoke screen designed to confuse

         13  the process so that it doesn't seem like they're

         14  coming back simply for yet another six-month

         15  extension.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye on all. Can

         19  you count me in for the prior vote, please? Thank

         20  you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Can I be

         24  excused to explain my vote, Madam?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: I want to

          3  again commend Council Member McMahon on the issue of

          4  the motor scooter. I know it is a serious issue in

          5  my community, especially among my seniors, and I

          6  probably will be voting in support of that

          7  resolution. As well as Resolution 569, that

          8  recognizes the important work that individuals that

          9  keep us safe at night while we're sleeping, which is

         10  our security guards, and who also played an

         11  essential role in the security of the City of New

         12  York, and I want to take the opportunity to welcome

         13  the new member of this Chamber that's flying above

         14  us. I vote aye on all, Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Is it a

         16  republican or a democrat?

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         19  Madam Public Advocate. Thank you, Council Member

         20  Martinez.

         21                 I join you in welcoming the new

         22  member. And certainly in its natural beauty, and

         23  it's sort of pristine being, there's no question in

         24  my mind that that bird is a democrat.

         25                 Madam Public Advocate, I want to
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          2  thank all of my colleagues, especially the Speaker,

          3  who spoke so eloquently and with principal, with

          4  really with forthright principle on the issue of

          5  motor scooters.

          6                 Although it may seem trivial as we

          7  sit here, across the City of New York there are

          8  young people who are taking their lives into their

          9  own hands, and as we all know, young people do not

         10  always perceive the dangers inherent in their

         11  activity, and these scooters are something that we

         12  know can cause death. It has been the case and it's

         13  important that we pass this bill. It's also

         14  important as a quality of life issue. Neighborhoods

         15  in every borough, the leaders have complained about

         16  swarms of children going to the neighborhoods,

         17  buzzing through with these loud scooters at all

         18  times of the day, up and down sidewalks and through

         19  yards, and it's important that we do this to pass

         20  this bill.

         21                 I am disappointed in the Mayor's

         22  veto. One only has to wonder if he does it more

         23  because of an institutional rivalry with the Council

         24  and perhaps lost sight of the importance of the

         25  purpose of that legislation, and let's hope that
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          2  this veto is not a trend in the future and certainly

          3  not a trend for legislation that has my name on it.

          4                 Madam Public Advocate, I also would

          5  like to lend my voice in support of the security

          6  officers who keep us safe, who work so hard and in

          7  so doing are able to provide for their families.

          8  We're happy to have many of them with them (sic)

          9  today. Accordingly, I vote aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Madam

         12  Chair, permission to explain my vote?

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: I'd like

         15  to vote in the affirmative to the General Order

         16  Calendar, but with some reservations regarding

         17  403-A, which is the civil penalties for the landmark

         18  sites. I had received calls regarding several

         19  religious institutions about their concerns about

         20  this bill, and the lack of outreach, that they

         21  weren't given the opportunity to come forward and

         22  testify.

         23                 We have received assurances from the

         24  Land Use Chair that they will be working on an

         25  affirmative defense for the religious institutions.
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          2  Therefore, I vote aye. I just wanted to make sure it

          3  was on the record.

          4                 Thank you very much. Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Madam

          7  Public Advocate, if I may have permission to vote on

          8  all Land Use Call-Ups?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: I vote aye

         11  on all.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Can I be

          5  briefly excused?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: The Mayor has

          8  vetoed in the past our car alarm bill, which made

          9  car alarms which were illegal to use illegal to

         10  sell. Now he's vetoed our scooter bill, which makes

         11  scooters, which are illegal to use on our streets,

         12  illegal to sell.

         13                 The Mayor should realize that the

         14  quality of life our New York City residents is more

         15  important than the loss of business to those who

         16  sell illegal goods.

         17                 These are illegal to use on our

         18  streets, they need to be illegal to sell on our

         19  sidewalks. So, I'll proudly vote aye on that and all

         20  others, except 310-A, which I vote no.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate. I just wanted to thank my

          6  colleagues for being in support for Intro. 310-A,

          7  which will codify for our criminal justice system

          8  discharge planning. And I'm not certain whether all

          9  of our colleagues are clear on this, but I can

         10  recall a time when we first entered the Council and

         11  there were certain communities that felt put upon

         12  because the Department of Correction would take

         13  inmates into certain communities where they were the

         14  transit hub, and drop them off with a MetroCard and

         15  that was it. And many communities felt that they

         16  were being imposed upon by having inmates released

         17  into their community, unfamiliar with it and really

         18  having no means of really making their way back into

         19  society.

         20                 Well, we have a visionary

         21  Commissioner in this Administration, and I want to

         22  give a lot of credit to Commissioner Horn, who is

         23  seeing the need to reform the Criminal Justice

         24  System, as we have seen the need to address the

         25  re-entry of many of our citizens, who unfortunately
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          2  due to a number of circumstances, as individuals, as

          3  each individual who have been incarcerated but need

          4  to come back to our communities and need to regain

          5  some humanity and be able to act in a way in which

          6  they can be productive in our society.

          7                 And through discharge planning we

          8  know that that's attainable.

          9                 So, I want to thank all of my

         10  colleagues who saw the light, where this is

         11  concerned and voted affirmatively for that today, it

         12  is well for the new endangered species law that we

         13  have approved today which will essentially make it

         14  illegal to sale or purchase or claim to or advertise

         15  or any product that contains an endangered or

         16  threatened species. I think that takes our City into

         17  a whole new realm, as well, because we know that it

         18  won't be hard to walk around certain communities and

         19  see advertised pet Komoto dragon and we don't want

         20  to have that. We don't want to be associated with

         21  that here in the City of New York and we're doing

         22  all that we can to strengthen state and federal laws

         23  that preserve those species within our society.

         24                 So, thank you very much, Madam Public

         25  Advocate, and thank you to all of my colleagues for
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          2  being in support and moving these introductions into

          3  law.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: No on 310-A; yes

          7  on all others.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Madam Public

         10  Advocate, if I may be excused to explain my vote?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

         13  much.

         14                 I think that we have a responsibility

         15  as a City to recognize the danger that these

         16  scooters pose on our seniors and our residents every

         17  single day on the streets. And I find it very

         18  irresponsible on behalf of the Mayor to say on one

         19  hand yes it is illegal for people to ride these

         20  scooters in New York City; but on the other hand, we

         21  should allow our store owners to sell these illegal

         22  goods to our community.

         23                 That poses a couple of problems. One,

         24  it poses a problem on the issue of summonses where

         25  the Police Department can and will go out there and
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          2  penalize our residents for utilizing the products

          3  that they have bought legally.

          4                 Two, it poses a problem of where's

          5  the priorities? The priorities have to be the lives

          6  and the safety and quality of life of our residents

          7  and our citizens, not $200 that a store owner is

          8  going to receive by selling illegal products.

          9                 So, I'm highly appalled at the fact

         10  that the Mayor did veto this piece of legislation.

         11  I'm proud to override his veto on this case.

         12                 With that being said, I vote aye on

         13  all issues on this General Order Calendar.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         17  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         18  vote of 46 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

         19  zero abstentions. With the exception of Intro.

         20  310-A, which was adopted by a vote of 43 in the

         21  affirmative, three in the negative and zero

         22  abstentions.

         23                 Revised Land Use Call-Ups were

         24  adopted by a vote of 46 in the affirmative, zero in

         25  the negative.
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          2                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

          4  referred to the committee as indicated on the

          5  schedule.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          7  of Resolutions.

          8                 Council Member Vallone.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you.

         10  First, I'd like to again welcome 32-BJ up to our

         11  balcony. It's the men and women of 32-BJ, as well as

         12  our private security guards, who are often the first

         13  line of defense against crime and against terrorism.

         14  They are asked to stop violent criminals. They are

         15  asked to find bombs. They are asked to do this on

         16  eight hours training, and at minimum wage. And

         17  they're asked to do this with background checks that

         18  only encompass New York State and are not national

         19  background checks.

         20                 They deserve better than this. New

         21  York City deserves better than this, and myself and

         22  everyone in the balcony asks for your yes vote on

         23  Resolution 569. Thank you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Weprin.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Yes,

          3  Resolution 569 marks a great step forward in a

          4  nationwide effort to keep Americans safe.

          5                 The outstanding work that is done by

          6  more than 60,000 private security officers of 32-BJ

          7  can only be enhanced by the passage of this

          8  resolution. It is my hope that the New York State

          9  Legislature will take notice of this resolution and

         10  act to allow New York City to allow higher levels of

         11  certification and training for the private security

         12  officers that keep our City safe.

         13                 The State must act now to address the

         14  realities of our post 9/11 world by bringing the law

         15  up-to-date with the times.

         16                 I thank my colleague, Council Member

         17  Peter Vallone, Jr., and my other Council colleagues,

         18  and New York City's outstanding security officers

         19  represented by 32-BJ, for all that they have done to

         20  keep us safe and secure. I urge its passage with

         21  this resolution.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Comrie.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I also want to

         25  speak to the need for the passage of resolution 569
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          2  to encourage the New York State Legislature to do

          3  more to allow the members of 32-BJ who are primarily

          4  the first line of defense for many people in this

          5  City who go to work, who go to different public

          6  locations, to just give them eight hours of training

          7  in this light of 9/11 where we are dealing with

          8  orange alerts and red alerts, where terrorism is

          9  being heightened like never before, they are the

         10  major line of defense for most of this City's

         11  population. They should be given the opportunity to

         12  get better training, better service and be treated

         13  like professionals and not as people that can get

         14  fired at the whim of an employer just because they

         15  don't like the way that they're dressed.

         16                 It's unfair. It's not helpful to this

         17  City, and it doesn't put this City in the safety

         18  level that we need to be.

         19                 I also want to commend Council Member

         20  Clarke on Resolution 263-A and 283, to ensure that

         21  people have an opportunity to rehabilitate

         22  themselves.

         23                 Thank you very much.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         25                 Council Member Gerson.
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          2                 Please remember you only have one

          3  minute on the resolution.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

          5  Advocate, I rise to support Resolution 569 and thank

          6  our colleague Council Member Vallone for his

          7  leadership in promoting this.

          8                 Madam Public Advocate, we in Lower

          9  Manhattan have learned the hard way and we are

         10  continually reminded as to how critical and integral

         11  our private security personnel are to our public

         12  safety network.

         13                 These security personnel truly rank

         14  among New York's heroes. We must move forward to

         15  fully and completely integrate these personnel in

         16  our emergency preparedness systems and our public

         17  safety processes.

         18                 This bill is an important step

         19  forward. We must pass this bill, and we must

         20  continue to take the steps until we have a fully

         21  integrated approach to safety which includes the

         22  professional men and women represented by 32-BJ.

         23                 Thank you very much.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Clarke.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: For the

          3  record, Madam Public Advocate, that was under one

          4  minute.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

          6  Madam Public Advocate.

          7                 I just want to bring to the attention

          8  of my colleagues that we'll be voting on two

          9  resolutions which will enhance the legislation we

         10  just passed with discharge planning, should the

         11  State really wake up and smell the coffee right now,

         12  they are terminating the Medicaid benefits of people

         13  who were incarcerated in City jails as opposed to

         14  suspending it, which is what federal law calls for.

         15                 We're calling upon the State to

         16  change that system so that our folks can get their

         17  Medicaid benefits once they have paid their debt

         18  their society and don't become a public health

         19  threat to the rest of us in our communities because

         20  they're delayed from getting those Medicaid

         21  benefits.

         22                 And secondly, there are a number of

         23  folks who are barred from a wide range of jobs, and

         24  I say that if they are qualified for these jobs and

         25  they do not endanger the public, they should be
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          2  entitled to seek employment which will only enhance

          3  the fabric of our society.

          4                 I want to thank my colleagues for

          5  their support of these resolutions.

          6                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          8  Council Member.

          9                 Council Member James.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I represent

         11  Emmetts Field Houses, which has its own private

         12  security force which is non-union. It's been plagued

         13  by a high-staff turnover, inadequate training, and

         14  uneven compliance with certification standards and

         15  background checks which has resulted unfortunately

         16  in a high rise in crime, which is why I stand today

         17  with 32-BJ and Councilman Vallone urging that the

         18  State Legislature impose stringent legislation for

         19  training, background checks, and the licensing of

         20  private security officers.

         21                 I also want to commend Councilman

         22  Clarke on Reso 283 and 569, which would go a long

         23  way in reducing the recidivism rate, and a long way

         24  in rehabilitating individuals who are released from

         25  the criminal justice system. And if we are to be a
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          2  compassionate society, if we are to basically

          3  represent ourselves as one who are an open society,

          4  and who want to basically reintegrate individuals

          5  into our society, then we should again, open up our

          6  arms and support these resolutions.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          9  Council member.

         10                 Council Member Monserrate.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you,

         12  Madam Chair.

         13                 I also want to salute my colleague

         14  Peter Vallone with the introduction of Reso 569, and

         15  understand clearly the need that there is to more

         16  professionalize our security, our private security

         17  here in the City of New York and salute the fine

         18  efforts of 32-BJ in working to make this City a

         19  better and safer City for all of us. Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Seabrook.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you,

         23  Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 Again, today I rise in support of

         25  Resolution 569 and to its sponsor Peter Vallone.
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          2  What is very important that we have this resolution

          3  adopted, as you know there is not enough police

          4  officers to do all of the fine work that has to be

          5  done in this City, so therefore it is important for

          6  us in these days and times that security is real,

          7  and it's important that we have the training

          8  necessary that the State adopt this resolution and

          9  do more stringent training, so that those members,

         10  like those in 32-BJ, SEIU, can continue to do the

         11  good work and service that's rendered to this City.

         12  One of the greatest unions in this City, 32-BJ.

         13                 Thank you very much, Madam Speaker.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Gennaro.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 I wish to add my voice to those who

         19  are showing support in Reso 569. I wish to thank

         20  Council Member Vallone for his leadership on this

         21  issue. I think as we sit in what used to be the

         22  shadow of the World Trade Center, we must do

         23  everything we can to make sure that we continue to

         24  be the safest big City in America, and wish to thank

         25  all the good folks from 32-BJ for all they do for us
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          2  each and every day.

          3                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Sears.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: All right,

          7  thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 I support Reso 569 and the work in

          9  ethics that 32-BJ has done, I congratulate my

         10  colleague Peter Vallone.

         11                 We cannot stress enough, and there

         12  cannot be enough voices heard about the urgency of

         13  the State standing up and recognizing its

         14  responsibility to New York City, to our workers, to

         15  homeland security, and to our police, and every

         16  voice should be heard in supporting this resolution

         17  and urging the state to do the right thing.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         20  nobody else, okay now we're going to vote on the

         21  resolutions.

         22                 Resolution 263-A. In favor?

         23                 Opposed?

         24                 Adopted.

         25                 Reso 283, in favor?
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          2                 Opposed?

          3                 Adopted.

          4                 Reso 569.

          5                 Opposed?

          6                 Adopted.

          7                 Thank you. Thank you.

          8                 Reso 660. In favor?

          9                 Opposed?

         10                 Adopted.

         11                 General Discussion.

         12                 Council Member Barron.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: To my

         14  colleagues, I would like you just to take a minute

         15  --

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         17  please. Quiet, please. We want to hear our esteemed

         18  Councilman.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         20  much, Madam Chair.

         21                 Senior citizens are some of our most

         22  precious citizens and all of us one day will be one.

         23  Some are already there, except for the Chair. She's

         24  one of the youngest in the Chambers here.

         25                 What I would just like you to bring
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          2  attention to, Intro. 501 that I'm introducing right

          3  now, landlords can evict senior citizens and senior

          4  citizens from their premises without any protection

          5  for them.

          6                 So, I'm introducing a resolution or

          7  intro calling for landlords to notify HPD of that

          8  eviction, and HPD in return will provide legal

          9  services for the senior citizens if there's any

         10  discriminatory practices in the eviction, that they

         11  will report that to the Human Rights Division. We

         12  must protect our senior citizens from landlords that

         13  evict them, and throw them out of their apartment

         14  when they're living on fixed incomes sometimes, or

         15  try to redo their apartments and have the rent

         16  raised.

         17                 So, this is to protect them and it's

         18  in honor of Florence Rice, a long-time Harlem

         19  consumer advocate who was thrown out of her

         20  apartment at 85, redone, and now she can't even

         21  afford to move back into it. So this is a Florence

         22  Rice Senior Citizen Eviction Law, and I would urge

         23  all of my colleagues to sign onto this to protect

         24  our senior citizens.

         25                 Thank you very much, Madam Chair.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Comrie.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 Today I rise because I just want to

          7  say that two days before Thanksgiving I am thankful.

          8  I am thankful to my wife who puts up with me, and --

          9  thank you. Thank you. And I'm thankful to my

         10  constituents who gave me the opportunity to serve as

         11  Council Member for the 27th Council District. I'm

         12  thankful for the opportunity to work with all of my

         13  colleagues in the City Council. I'm thankful for the

         14  opportunity to be a member and a resident of New

         15  York City.

         16                 I would encourage everyone to read

         17  this book that was distributed today America's

         18  Table: A Thanksgiving Reader.  One of the policies

         19  that I've adopted through my family at the

         20  Thanksgiving table, before we eat we say what we're

         21  thankful for, in a prayerful manner to really focus

         22  on what you've done during the year, to be thankful

         23  for your accomplishments, to be thankful for

         24  whatever it is that your health, your strength, your

         25  ability to be with family, the ability to be in this
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          2  country where we can talk together, where we can

          3  find common accord, where we can bring people

          4  together in a unified manner, in a positive manner

          5  to resolve differences and to help people.

          6                 I just wanted to say to all of you,

          7  happy Thanksgiving, and I am thankful.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Yassky.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you.

         11                 I am thankful too. And I would like

         12  to make that perfectly clear.

         13                 But I also want to rise today to ask

         14  my colleagues to join me and Yvette Clarke and

         15  Kendall Stewart on a bill that we have introduced

         16  today, Intro. 507, that would open the Police

         17  Department and the Fire Department to legal

         18  permanent residents.

         19                 As I'm sure you know, legal permanent

         20  residents are allowed to serve in the military, and

         21  in fact many of my constituents, I'm sure many of

         22  all of our constituents today who are legal

         23  permanent residents, non-citizens, but legal

         24  permanent residents, are today serving in the armed

         25  forces, including serving overseas in Iraq. But
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          2  longstanding regulations in our Police Department

          3  and Fire Department preclude legal permanent

          4  residents from serving, particularly in the Police

          5  Department where it's so crucial that the members of

          6  the Department understand the communities that we

          7  are -- that they are policing and in a City where

          8  near 40 percent of our residents are born overseas.

          9  We ought to make sure that the police force is open

         10  to leave permanent residents.

         11                 So, I hope you will all join today

         12  with Kendall Stewart, Yvette and myself in

         13  introducing this legislation, Intro. 507. Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Gerson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

         17  Advocate, first of all, I want to remind all of my

         18  colleagues of two important events this afternoon.

         19  At 5:30 in these Chambers America's Table of

         20  Thanksgiving Celebration, organized by our colleague

         21  Gale Brewer. And immediately following that at 6:30

         22  a celebration commemorating the 20th Anniversary of

         23  the Rescue of the Ethiopian Jewish Community by the

         24  State of Israel.

         25                 This is an important anniversary and
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          2  a celebration coming at an important time in the

          3  struggle to support Israel, so we urge all to please

          4  join with us and attend both important events, if at

          5  all possible.

          6                 Secondly, Madam Public Advocate, I

          7  want to bring to the attention of all of my

          8  colleagues a potential development proposed

          9  literally on the backyard here at City Hall, just a

         10  couple of blocks away on Beekman Street in that

         11  parking lot near the hospital. The same developer

         12  that is proposing a development in Council Member

         13  James's district has proposed a 75-story tower in

         14  that parking lot right adjoining the hospital, and

         15  adjoining, of course, the surrounding area.

         16                 This is an important development to

         17  the extent that it brings critical revenue very

         18  needed to the downtown Hospital, which is important

         19  to all of us, but it will be a disastrous

         20  development if it does not adequately assure space

         21  for the hospital to expand and adequately meet

         22  community need in terms of scale and community

         23  facilities.

         24                 We'll be working very closely with

         25  our Land Use Committee, but we will, as we go
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          2  forward, or we may as we go forward need the support

          3  of all of our colleagues to assure the development

          4  serves the needs of the community and the entire

          5  City, including the City Hall community, which of

          6  course depends on outstanding hospital services.

          7                 So, we'll keep you posted. Thank you

          8  very much.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Brewer.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         12  much.

         13                 I rise to ask that you, one, attend

         14  the America's Table today at 5:00 in the Red Room,

         15  and 5:30 here; and then join us for the Ethiopian

         16  Celebration at 6:30, and I thank Council Member

         17  Comrie for his kind words.

         18                 This is a collaboration, America's

         19  Table of the American Jewish Committee, NAACP, and

         20  many New Yorkers, including our beloved State

         21  Senator David Patterson, people who have been

         22  thinking about a way that Thanksgiving celebration

         23  be a part of our diverse roots and shared values,

         24  and many of us talk about this. I give great credit

         25  to the American Jewish Committee and the NAACP for
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          2  actually doing something about it and working with

          3  different high schools and individuals around the

          4  City to have a coming together around the United

          5  States of a proposal such as America's Table.

          6                 Thank you very much, Madam Chair.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Koppell.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Members, I

         10  want to call your attention to Introduction 503,

         11  which deals with the Meals-On-Wheels Program. Some

         12  of you I'm sure are aware that an experimental

         13  program in the Bronx has resulted in the delivery of

         14  a large percentage of frozen meals to seniors not on

         15  a daily basis, but on a weekly basis.

         16                 Many of the seniors are very

         17  disappointed in that program, upset with the quality

         18  of the meals, upset with the changes that has made

         19  this program that was operating well a program that

         20  is no longer operating to the satisfaction of the

         21  people that my colleague, Councilman Barron talked

         22  about, our senior citizens.

         23                 The introduction doesn't stop

         24  delivery of frozen meals, but it says before we

         25  deliver a frozen meal to a senior, they would have
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          2  to give written permission for such a meal to be

          3  delivered.

          4                 I might note that the Public

          5  Advocate, our Chair here, has been very supportive

          6  in resisting the Meals On Wheels Program as

          7  currently constituted.

          8                 This introduction would, number one,

          9  require written permission to deliver not only a

         10  frozen meal, but something that's really an aspect

         11  of fraud in the program. Those people who don't get

         12  frozen meals, they get hot meals, but those are not

         13  freshly prepared hot meals, they're frozen meals

         14  that are heated in the truck when they're coming to

         15  the people's apartments or homes.

         16                 So, this whole new program is a

         17  fraud, it's a failure, it should be stopped. But at

         18  the very least, no senior should be forced to take a

         19  frozen meal if they don't want it, and that's what

         20  the bill provides and I hope that members will join

         21  me in sponsorship.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         24  Council member.

         25                 Council Member Stewart.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Brothers and

          3  sisters, I just want to say thank you. As you

          4  reflect on this Thanksgiving weekend, I want you to

          5  remember those folks who in the Caribbean who may

          6  not have the opportunity and the privilege as we do.

          7                 As you sit around your Turkey table,

          8  remember that some folks may not be able to have a

          9  meal. And so if you can go out at your firehouses or

         10  your churches, you can make a contribution. That

         11  will be highly appreciated.

         12                 Thank you very much.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         14  Council member.

         15                 Seeing nobody else, everybody have a

         16  happy Thanksgiving, and the meeting is now

         17  adjourned.

         18                 (Hearing concluded at 3:30 p.m.)
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