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T H E  C O U N C I L

REPORT OF THE HUMAN SERVICES DIVISION

COMMITTEE ON STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION

Hon. Joel Rivera, Chair 
Preconsidered SLR:
      By: Rivera
S.1955-A
By:  Maltese

A.3869-A
By:  Seminerio

TITLE:
AN ACT to amend the civil service law, in relation to suspension of employees of the department of correction in cities having a population of one million or more.

BACKGROUND:

This bill involves a technical correction to S.1955 and A.3869, which passed the New York City Council as SLR 16 of 2005 on May 10, 2005.  Specifically, the change involves changing the term “reduction” in section 7-b(b)(2) to the term “deduction.”


As pointed out in the Sponsor’s Memorandum in Support (MIS) accompanying the original legislation, this bill would restore service credit for retirement purposes to correction officers who were laid off on or after May 1, 2003 and who return to active service no later than July 1, 2004.  The bill restores service credit in the New York City Employees' Retirement System (NYCERS) to such correction officers, provided that they pay into NYCERS all of the contributions that they would have been required to make, pursuant to sections 504-a and 613 of the New York State Retirement and Social Security Law.  According to the MIS, this legislation is similar to Chapter 927 of the Laws of 1982, which restored service credit to all uniformed New York City employees who were laid off in the 1970’s.  The only payment required of these employees was the employee contributions that they would have been required to pay had they not been laid off.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION:


Section 1 of the bill would amend New York State Civil Service Law §80 by adding a new subdivision 7-b, entitled “Certain suspensions in cities of one million or more for reasons of economy.”   Paragraph a of the new subdivision would restore service credit for retirement purposes to correction officers who were suspended because of economy measures on or after May 1, 2003 and who return to active service prior to July 1, 2004.  Such correction officers would be deemed to have been in continuous service in determining length of service for retirement purposes if the duration of such suspension did not exceed 13 months.  Paragraph b of the new subdivision prescribes the method of payment of additional contributions due into NYCERS in addition to contributions due for the member’s current service.  Paragraph (b)(2) of the new subdivision provides that the “reduction” (rather than “deduction”) for additional contributions must be paid in accordance with an equitable method and over an equitable time period as determined by the executive director of the affected retirement system, with approval of its board of trustees.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
See Finance Division Fiscal Impact Statement.

EFFECTIVE DATE:

This legislation would take effect immediately.
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