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          1  COMMITTEE ON YOUTH SERVICES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON FIDLER: Welcome to

          3  today's version of the Youth Services Committee,

          4  where we will be entertaining Councilman Martinez's

          5  resolution, calling upon the Department of Education

          6  to not charge facility fees for use of public

          7  schools, for after school programs and the like.

          8                 We have held a hearing on this

          9  previously. We are joined today by Committee Members

         10  Martinez, Felder and Gallagher. And before we ask if

         11  there is any other discussion and go to a vote, I

         12  would ask Council Member Martinez if he would like

         13  to say a few words about his resolution?

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         15  Mr. Chair.

         16                 I want to thank you for your support

         17  and the staff in helping us put this resolution

         18  together. It addresses an important issue in our

         19  communities where many communities need facilities

         20  to conduct their after school programs and where we

         21  definitely need additional youth services, and many

         22  non-for-profits that sometimes may not have the

         23  budget or many that rely on some of the

         24  discretionary dollars that we bring to our

         25  community, it is just unfair for them to use a large

                                                            3

          1  COMMITTEE ON YOUTH SERVICES

          2  percentage of that money to pay for the use of the

          3  facility.

          4                 Again, what we're trying to do is

          5  have more collaborative work between the Department

          6  of Education, our communities and our local

          7  non-for-profits.

          8                 So, I want to thank you for that, and

          9  I encourage my colleagues to please support the

         10  resolution.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: They're not

         12  set up.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON FIDLER: You know, I'm not

         14  sure this one is going to make the TV. I'm afraid

         15  the Council rules do not apply a rule of do-over.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Why can't the

         17  Council Member just repeat what he said in a minute.

         18                 How long is it going to take you to

         19  get it set up?

         20                 CAMERA MAN: Two minutes.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Two minutes.

         22  We've been waiting here an hour for a quorum. Two

         23  minutes, please.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON FIDLER: Actually the

         25  temptation is to have you say Mr. Speaker while the
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          2  video is rolling. Do you really, really, really want

          3  him to do it again?

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I want the

          5  people of the City to hear Council Member Martinez

          6  say what he needs to say. It's important that people

          7  all over the City understand why this is critical to

          8  the City.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON FIDLER: Council Member, I

         10  would suggest that Council Member Felder will go on

         11  longer than you could take to repeat your remarks.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I don't want

         13  to keep on doing this. It's going to take another 20

         14  seconds. I'm almost done.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON FIDLER: Are we rolling?

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: If the Speaker

         17  would allow them to do that, I would appreciate it

         18  personally, on behalf of the seniors and the

         19  insomniacs in my district.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON FIDLER: I'm sure that

         21  Speaker Miller would in fact permit Council Member

         22  Martinez to repeat his remarks.

         23                 Council member, would you like to do

         24  that for our viewing audience?

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: I'd like to
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          2  do it in Spanish, however.

          3                 Let's start over again.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON FIDLER: Okay, we're

          5  starting over again. And if they actually are

          6  running this, and I want to welcome all of you at

          7  3:00 in the morning on Channel 74 in Brooklyn. Are

          8  we losing our quorum? No, okay.

          9                 This is the Youth Services Committee

         10  and we are holding a vote on Council Member

         11  Martinez's resolution that the Department, that

         12  asked the Department of Education not to charge

         13  facilities fees to institutions using our public

         14  schools for after school programs and the like.

         15                 We are once again joined by Council

         16  Members Martinez, Felder and Gallagher, and I would

         17  ask Council Member Martinez if he would like to

         18  comment on his resolution.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes, Mr.

         20  Chair. Thank you.

         21                 I want to thank you for your support

         22  and leadership in getting this resolution to the

         23  Committee for a vote and the staff for helping us

         24  draw this resolution.

         25                 As you know, this is an important
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          2  resolution for our communities, communities that

          3  many don't have facilities to conduct after school

          4  programs and at a time where resources are not as we

          5  would like to have in our community for additional

          6  after school programs, having the school facilities

          7  available to many of our local non-for-profits, that

          8  many depend on some of the discretionary dollars

          9  that we bring to our community, it is unfair to have

         10  them pay a large percentage of those discretionary

         11  dollars to use these facilities.

         12                 This will enable our communities to

         13  have our school facilities open after school, for

         14  both adult education, youth services, and many other

         15  community activities that we so desperately need our

         16  school buildings available for.

         17                 So, thank you for your support. I

         18  want to thank my colleague for ensuring that the

         19  citizens of New York listen to my message of the

         20  needs for this resolution to be passed and the

         21  Department of Education to support it.

         22                 And I encourage my colleagues to

         23  please support the resolution. I want to welcome my

         24  colleague Council Member Alan Gerson, who is

         25  supportive of this resolution. I want to thank the
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          2  staff of the Committee and I want to thank the

          3  person who is going to call the roll, the vote on

          4  this resolution.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON FIDLER: Okay, as I

          6  indicated before, we have taken testimony on this.

          7  Any Council members wish to speak on this

          8  resolution?

          9                 Yes, Simcha.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you, Mr.

         11  Speaker, for allowing me to say a few words about

         12  this resolution.

         13                 In the last week or so in our

         14  Councilmanic district, we've had the experience that

         15  three parochial schools that are putting on shows in

         16  public schools in the evening, besides the regular

         17  charges that are being imposed, have been told that

         18  they have to pay $5,000 each for security, which

         19  makes it prohibitive.

         20                 So, I think this goes back to the old

         21  argument that if there are schools, whether it's the

         22  public school or parochial schools, that, in fact,

         23  are saving the City a lot of money by educating

         24  children otherwise, and we know that that's a choice

         25  that those parents make for their children, but at
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          2  the same time, they do not cost the City thousands

          3  and thousands of dollars. It's the pennies really,

          4  that once every while they come up with some sort of

          5  program that they want to do in a school after

          6  hours, I think that it's the least that we can do is

          7  not rob them, rob their PTAs of the money that they

          8  raised by selling cupcakes, just for them to be able

          9  to produce something in the public schools.

         10                 Instead of encouraging them to use

         11  the facilities so that the City gets their money's

         12  worth out of the facilities that are there anyway,

         13  just like many of the stores are now open 24 hours a

         14  day because when it's not busy they're stocking and

         15  they're cleaning. So, the public schools are open

         16  very late anyway, and we should encourage the other

         17  schools and the neighbor to take advantage of the

         18  facilities, whether it's gym facilities, or

         19  otherwise, that many of the private schools cannot

         20  afford to have, and certainly do not fall into the

         21  category of religious education, unless we believe

         22  that basketball is a religion.

         23                 So, I think that the events should

         24  be, the bill for these events should be taken care

         25  of by the City, and I thank you very much, Council
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          2  Member Martinez, for bringing this to the attention

          3  of the City Council, and I'm hoping that we can do

          4  more, if possible, with this resolution.

          5                 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON FIDLER: Thank you,

          7  Commissioner.

          8                 Council Member Gallagher.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Thank you,

         10  Mr. Chairman.

         11                 First of all, I'd like to thank my

         12  colleague, Council Member Martinez, and all the

         13  other sponsors of this legislation for introducing

         14  this resolution.

         15                 I know when I was growing up in East

         16  New York in Brooklyn and Glendale, Queens, that I

         17  always had a safe haven in these public schools to

         18  go to to play sports and do some after school

         19  activities, and I think, quite frankly, that's a

         20  significant part of my life, and that's why I took

         21  pretty much a straight road to success rather than

         22  that yellow brick road which is filled with a lot of

         23  pitfalls.

         24                 I've seen many other friends and many

         25  people in the community go that route and some never
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          2  recovered.

          3                 We have to make sure that the schools

          4  are open and available to the children of our

          5  community, and Council Member Martinez brought out a

          6  very important point when he said that when the

          7  Department of Education charges more money for

          8  permits, what happens is the Department of Youth and

          9  Community Development have to pay.

         10                 So, what you're doing is you're

         11  asking Peter, borrowing from Peter to pay Paul. It

         12  doesn't make any sense. I have local organizations,

         13  not-for-profit organizations that do sports and

         14  athletic programs in my community, in my district,

         15  who get funding from the City Council through me and

         16  get funding through the Borough President, who had

         17  to come back to us this year to ask for additional

         18  money to pay for the additional fees. In particular

         19  the security fee which is something that hadn't been

         20  charged in previous years.

         21                 So, I think that this resolution is a

         22  great idea to open the eyes of those folks at the

         23  Department of Education, that they should be looking

         24  into it. It's ridiculous, as we found out in the

         25  Committee process, that non-for-profits that provide
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          2  activities for children in the schools, after school

          3  hours are charged the same permit fee and the same

          4  fee as they would charge a for-profit organization

          5  that utilizes our public school system.

          6                 So, I think DOE has to go back. They

          7  have to look at how they're charging fees, and I

          8  think that this resolution and the passing of this

          9  resolution, will start a significant dialogue

         10  between the City Council and the Department of

         11  Education, and hopefully the end result will be able

         12  to give our children an opportunity to participate

         13  in programs after school, like they should be able

         14  to.

         15                 So, once again, Council Member

         16  Martinez, thank you for sponsoring this resolution,

         17  and thank you for opening up dialogue and debate on

         18  this issue. It's an imperative and it's long

         19  overdue.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON FIDLER: Thank you,

         22  Council Member.

         23                 And I think we've all referred to

         24  this as a bit of a shell game where we provide money

         25  to a group, they're then charged by DOE, the money
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          2  goes back into the general revenue and it's really

          3  kind of another back-handed tax on groups that

          4  provide services in our community.

          5                 I would ask Counsel to read the

          6  resolution into the record and you can call for a

          7  vote.

          8                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Proposed

          9  Resolution 1218-A, calling upon the New York City

         10  Department of Education to maximize the use of

         11  school facility space during non-school hours for

         12  community programs, and tutoring and enrichment

         13  activities. And to allow the use of such facilities

         14  for such purposes without charging facilities fees.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Fidler.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON FIDLER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: With

         19  congratulations to my colleague, Council Member

         20  Martinez and all the sponsors, and our Youth

         21  Committee Chair, I vote aye and I call upon the

         22  Department of Education to truly heed the call of

         23  this resolution of this Council.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Again, Mr.
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          2  Chair, I want to thank you for your support and

          3  leadership on bringing this resolution to Committee

          4  and to vote. I want to vote aye and again call on

          5  the Department of Education to continue the dialogue

          6  with the Council and this Committee to ensure that

          7  our doors for our schools are open for youth

          8  services and many other services that are needed.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of five in

         14  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         15  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         16                 Council Members, please sign the

         17  Committee report. Thank you.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON FIDLER: I want to thank

         19  Council Member Martinez for his work on this

         20  resolution, which is well timed.

         21                 I leave the vote open for the other

         22  Committee members who may wish to vote later today

         23  and otherwise adjourn this hearing.

         24                 (Hearing concluded at 11:08 a.m.)
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