New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 407-2024

Prime Sponsors:
Public Advocate Jumaane Williams, Pierina Ana Sanchez, Lincoln Restler, Julie Won, Shekar Krishnan, Mercedes Narcisse, Diana I. Ayala, Shaun Abreu, Nantasha M. Williams, Alexa Avilés, Christopher Marte, Shahana K. Hanif, Tiffany L. Cabán, Oswald J. Feliz, Amanda C. Farías, Chi A. Ossé, Sandy Nurse, Crystal Hudson, Selvena N. Brooks-Powers, Jennifer Gutiérrez, Yusef Salaam, Althea V. Stevens, Rita C. Joseph, Carmen N. De La Rosa, Farah N. Louis, Kamillah Hanks, Chris Banks, Francisco P. Moya, Justin L. Brannan, (in conjunction with the Brooklyn Borough President)

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to sales of cooperative apartments. 

Submitted by:
Public Advocate Jumaane Williams

Justification:
Cooperative developments offer an opportunity for homeownership for many New Yorkers. However, a long history of discriminatory practices in this industry, both overt and more insidious, have left a gaping loophole in fair housing enforcement. In an effort to combat these practices, this bill would require cooperatives to disclose to rejected applicants the specific reasons their application was denied.
This transparency would allow applicants to better understand and address any genuine application deficiencies and further mitigate discrimination as secrecy surrounding these decisions fosters an environment in which discrimination thrives and anti-discrimination laws are hard to enforce
Applicants denied would be provided with a written statement for all the reasons a cooperative board has chosen to withhold consent to a sale within five days of the decision made. 
For these reasons, I urge my colleagues to support this legislation.
