












































































































































































































Art  
Creates  
Opportunity
2018  ANNUAL  REPORT 

Young
Audiences
New York

www.yany.org


Young Audiences New York • YANY.org 1

FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

HELLO!  

This past year, I had the great privilege of experiencing how children thrive  

thanks to the opportunities our wonderful community of supporters and partners 

makes possible.  

Among our many accomplishments, I am so proud of our team for a successful 

first year leading one of the City’s Community Schools. We provided nearly 900 

children at P.S. 205 in the Belmont neighborhood in the Bronx with exceptional 

arts programming — in school, during afterschool, and at family events. Your 

support makes this possible. 

Our children also gained life skills they will take with them as they grow. The 

important lessons of perseverance are so clearly present when you watch third 

graders mastering a dance routine. So too is the emerging confidence of young 

English Language Learners proudly singing for their families. I know that together 

we are arming our children for success in school, work, and life.

As Young Audiences New York enters its 67th year of service, I look forward to 

creating a future of opportunities together, for children. They need us all, and we 

need what they will go on to do for all of us!

Eileen Doyle

Executive Director, Young Audiences New York

Young
Audiences
New York

OUR MISSION AND HISTORY 

Our children also gained life skills  
they will take with them as they grow.

Our mission has always been to provide arts education for the students of New York.

Young Audiences New York was founded in 1952 to give young people living in poverty access to performances 
—specifically chamber music concerts in their own neighborhoods. Since the 1970s, we have expanded to 
focus on the artistry of children, giving them opportunities to create alongside professional artists. Nearly 70 
years since we began, we remain committed to our cause: using the arts to level the playing field for New York 
City’s children in under-resourced schools and communities.

We are proud to be a member of Young Audiences Arts for Learning, the nation’s largest arts-in-education  
network. This partnership ensures our work is informed by evidence-based research and best practice.

https://yany.org/about-us/partnerships/
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ART CREATES OPPORTUNITY.
Participation in the arts is proven to educate 

the whole child, leading to improved academic 

achievement and development of key social and 

emotional skills that put individuals on paths 

to success in work and life. Opportunity gaps 

persist for children from communities without 

access to the arts. Because of this, we commit 

to providing arts experiences of the highest 

possible quality. 

A key part of our high-quality arts experiences 

is our Teaching Artists, like recording artist 

Carole Sylvan, who led our musical program 

at P.S. 205. She received her Teaching Artist 

Certificate this year through our program at 

Teachers College, Columbia University, and 

then later in the spring she and a cast of 60 

kids held a tribute to the Music of Motown. 

The principal of P.S. 205 said she was thrilled to 

have her students participate in the musical as 

it got them “out of their comfort zone, but also 

building self-confidence as creative thinkers 

and performers, better able to communicate 

their needs.”

What are Social and Emotional Skills?  
Social and emotional skills are the abilities needed  

to manage emotions, achieve positive goals, feel  

empathy for others, maintain good relationships,  

and make responsible decisions, among other  

competencies necessary for a productive, happy life. 
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Since the 1990s, we have been a part of the 

Bronx’s Belmont neighborhood. This area 

includes Fordham University, the Bronx Zoo, 

and Arthur Avenue’s famous Italian Market, 

but the average family lives well below the 

poverty line and faces challenges like high rent 

burdens1 and rising opioid addiction2. 

Young Audiences New York has supported the 

children, families, and community as it always 

has – with art and understanding. 

CHILDREN 
We initiated afterschool programming at 

P.S. 205 in Belmont, in the 2017-18 school 

year, as a leader of one of the Mayor’s 

Community Schools. We are proud to be 

one of the few Arts organizations selected 

by the NYC Department of Education for this 

ambitious vision. 

Young Audiences New York also seeks to be a 

leader of school communities. In December 2017, 

there was a devastating apartment fire that took 

the lives of 12 people, including one little girl 

from our afterschool program. When the families 

of our afterschool children came to see the first 

semester’s culminating event with dances, 

drumming, portraits, sculptures, and more, they 

were able to feel a sense of relief and optimism—

greatly needed on the heels of this tragedy.

FAMILY 
Family engagement is essential to socially and 

emotionally healthy children; so, from January 

through May of 2018, we hosted a series 

of arts workshops for families at the 

Sojourner Truth House, a local transitional 

housing shelter, as well as New Settlement 

Apartments. In these evening and weekend 

classes, parents, grandparents, and children 

worked together on different projects, in disciplines 

like storytelling, dance, or photography. 

COMMUNITY 
We believe children’s art can forge connections 

among neighbors and make an impact on  

a whole community. In June, we partnered 

with St. Barnabas Hospital on their Health 

Fair, so our children and Teaching Artists 

could share their art with the larger 

Belmont community.   

The glee club sang for families, friends, and 

neighbors - who wouldn’t have otherwise made 

the trek out to the fair that Saturday. Two of 

our bilingual Teaching Artists created pop-

up books and animal masks with dozens of 

children from around the neighborhood. 

Later that summer, we helped sponsor a 

backpack drive that was organized by Council 

Member Ritchie Torres’s office in response to a 

violent murder of local teen Lesandro “Junior” 

Guzman-Feliz. Teaching Artists Fatima Logan 

and David Alston and their dance company 

VashtiDance performed for the families that 

arrived to receive backpacks full of art supplies to 

ready them for the new school year. It was another 

great moment of healing for the community that 

we were honored to facilitate.  

In recognition of all the work we had done in 

the Belmont neighborhood, not just for this 

past year, but all 20 years, we were honored 

with a special proclamation from Council 

Member Ritchie Torres in September.  

January through May of this year, we supported a series of arts  
workshops for families at the Sojourner Truth House, a local transitional 
housing shelter, as well as at the New Settlement Apartments. 

CHILDREN, 
FAMILY,  
COMMUNITY   1  Institute for Children, Poverty, and Homeless. On the Map: The Atlas of Student Homelessness 

in New York City, 2017.
2  Del Ray, J. A. “The Bronx’s Quiet, Brutal War with Opioids”, The New York Times,  

October 2017. 

https://www.icphusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Rent-Burden.pdf
https://www.icphusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Rent-Burden.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/12/nyregion/bronx-heroin-fentanyl-opioid-overdoses.html
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ARTS RESIDENCIES
Residencies are the foundation of our 

programming. We provide Residencies in many 

art forms including music, dance, theater, 

visual and digital art. 

During the 2017-18 school year, our Teaching 

Artists led more than 300 residencies in 47 

schools across New York City, teaching 

thousands of children everything from Musical 

Theater to Japanese Calligraphy to African 

drumming and dance. 

This spring, master sculptor Jo-Ann Brody 

taught a residency on clay techniques to 

teens at Urban Assembly for Applied Math  

and Science. 

Learning something new, like how to throw 

clay on a wheel and craft a bowl, can seem a 

little daunting but when young people follow 

the steps of artmaking – Plan, Create, 

Produce, Present, and Reflect — alongside 

an artist who uses these steps in his/her own 

practice, they strengthen important social and 

emotional skills such as perseverance.

Why call it a Residency?  
When an artist is “in-residence” it refers 

to them being attached to a school or 

organization for a fixed amount of time.  

Using an art-appropriate word like “residency” 

instead of “class” is one of the many ways  

our children learn to think like artists.

https://yany.org/what-we-do/residencies/
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PLAN
Children give input into the creative process, 

thinking critically about the steps along  

the way . 

Children are shown examples of clay objects 

from around the world and are asked about 

who uses these items and why. Then they begin 

sketching the design of their own on paper.  

CREATE
Children engage in hands on activities to 

build their art skills and promote curiosity, 

exploration and making choices as they develop 

their ideas.

The children work over a series of sessions 

alongside a Teaching Artist to learn how to use 

clay. They are free to make mistakes and begin 

again until getting an object that looks the way 

they want. 

PRODUCE
Children combine their plans and ideas to make 

their work of art.

Once children have decided on the final look of 

their project, the Teaching Artist instructs the 

children on how they will finish their work in 

the oven to achieve a finished product. The class 

learns about the process of firing and glazing and 

why these steps are important in the practice  

of clay.

PRESENT
Children perform or showcase their works of art 

in front of an audience of their peers, teachers 

and community.

Presenting happens any time a child shows 

his/her work, to the Teaching Artist or to 

classmates. However, finished products can 

be displayed at the end of the residency for a 

special gallery show. All the children get to see 

the other clay masks, mugs, or bowls, and pick 

them up and handle them.

REFLECT
Children process the experience both as 

individuals and as members of the group. 

Children identify highlights, lessons learned, 

and ideas for the future. (This practice is 

common and ongoing.)

Children have practiced reflecting throughout 

the residency. Assessing how the choices they 

make affect their creations helps them think 

about what they might do differently or expect 

the next time. This is the process all artists 

go through to better themselves, and so our 

children learn it as well!

STEPS  
OF ARTMAKING 5Young Audiences New York employs a framework to guide every one of our Residencies: 

Plan, Create, Produce, Present, and Reflect. We know, based on Dr. Shirley Brice Heath’s 

research, that when these steps are led by a professional artist, social and emotional 

skill development for children is maximized. 

Here we can see how children utilize the process in a Clay Residency:
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New York City is the media capital of the 

country, and a growing tech hub. Careers in 

these sectors offer young people a true path out 

of poverty, but many are without access to the 

skills and networks needed, and so miss these 

opportunities. In addition, the tech and media 

companies in NYC are looking for a pipeline for 

talent from under-represented communities. 

Our Digital Arts Residency, LinkNYC, 

bridges this gap through an 8-month afterschool 

program at five high schools across the city.  

Teens from one of our program sites, Manhattan 

Academy for Arts and Language (MAAL), 

a high school that integrates arts with 

academics for English Language Learners, 
learned photography and storytelling skills while 

developing promotional videos for a local animal 

shelter.  A team from Facebook’s Creative Shop 

guided their work into a professional-standard 

advertising campaign that would run on the social 

media channel. Along the way, students received 

help from marketing experts at NBCUniversal. 

In addition to technical guidance, our corporate 

volunteers shared their “insider” take on creative 

tech and media careers and their own stories of 

going to college and finding success.

MAAL’s series of video advertisements, along 

with projects from the other four LinkNYC 

schools, were shown at a culminating event 

hosted by Facebook at the company’s New York 

headquarters in May. 

All the teens were excited to present the 

projects they had worked on with their 

Teaching Artists and mentors from LinkNYC’s 

corporate partners for 2017-18, Facebook and 

AMC Networks.

One young woman said that participating in 

LinkNYC was “a total confidence booster.” 

LINKNYC CLASS OF 2018 
CONNECTING TO THEIR FUTURE 

We work every day with people in the  
industry but to work with a group of 
young people with no experience and  
see how engaged and creative they are. 
It’s inspiring.    — Tatiana, Facebook Mentor

https://yany.org/what-we-do/linknyc/
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Young Audiences New York’s service area is New York City. We emphasize service to schools and 

community partners where there are high percentages of children and teens growing up in poverty 

with a scarcity of resources. 

We are proud to have been able to create alongside all of these school and community partners from 

our 2017-18 program year. 

Our diverse team of Teaching Artists are professional New York City musicians, dancers, actors, 

visual and digital artists, and writers. They share a passion for guiding children to create. 

 

*Indicates Teaching Artist has received Teachers College, Columbia University Teaching Artist Professional Development certification 

ACADEMY FOR SOCIAL ACTION

ACADEMY OF PUBLIC RELATIONS
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CAPITOL CENTER FOR THE ARTS
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NEW SETTLEMENT APARTMENTS
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SPORTS AND ARTS IN SCHOOLS 
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ST. BARNABAS HOSPITAL

SUCCESS ACADEMY BED-STUY  
MIDDLE SCHOOL

SUCCESS ACADEMY HARLEM WEST

TEACHERS COLLEGE AT COLUMBIA 
UNIVERSITY

THE BROTHERHOOD / SISTER SOL

OFFICE OF COUNCIL MEMBER RITCHIE 
TORRES 
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URBAN ASSEMBLY SCHOOL FOR  
APPLIED MATH AND SCIENCE

URBAN ASSEMBLY SCHOOL FOR  
COLLABORATIVE HEALTHCARE

WADLEIGH SECONDARY SCHOOL FOR 
THE PERFORMING AND VISUAL ARTS
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JO-ANN BRODY*
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DOMINIC COLON

ESPERANZA CORTES
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DONNA MARIA  
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FATIMA LOGAN*

BILLY LYONS
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CARLO NICOLAU*
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VALENTINA ORTIZ*
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PARKER

ANNE PASQUALE*
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ERIC PHINNEY

BRAD RAIMONDO

ALDA REUTER*

JORGE ALEXEIS REYES*

RICKY SANTIAGO*

FABIAN SAUCEDO*

ALEXANDER SHAPIRO

TARANTINO SMITH

CHRISTOPHER SNOCK

NAVIDA STEIN

LISA STRUM

CAROLE SYLVAN*

LING TANG*

AUREA TOMESKI

MICHAEL ANGEL VIERA

SORAB WADIA

CHANNIE WAITES

BRIAN WILLIAM (WOJO) 
WOMACK*

YLOY YBARRA*

SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY PARTNERS OUR TEACHING ARTISTS
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has equipped our Teaching Artists with the best 

possible pedagogical and practical skills. 

The year-long program is provided to our Teaching 

Artists through generous scholarships from 

Board Chair Kim Greenberg and Board Member  

Douglas Morse, along with Teachers College 

supporters Leslie Nelson and Andrew Morse. 

This year’s Seminar on Cultural Responsiveness, 

which highlighted ways to be more attuned 

to cultural differences, was cited by many 

participants as particularly relevant. Claudia 

Cali of Teachers College said, “they appreciated 

learning how to reach children they couldn’t 

otherwise interpret, like learning a new 

language.”

This certificate had previously only been 

available to Young Audiences New York 

Teaching Artists, but this year was expanded 

to include Teaching Artists from around the 

country, including Indiana’s Arts for Leaning 

and Young Audiences New Jersey/Eastern 

Pennsylvania. Through online courses, other 

Teaching Artists from our national colleagues 

benefit from our Teaching Artists professional 

development program.

Teaching the wide diversity of children in New 

York’s public schools requires our Teaching Artists 

to continually expand their skills. Since 2016, 

our unique professional development program 

through Teachers College, Columbia University 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

TEACHING ARTISTS   
GO TO TEACHERS COLLEGE

77%

13%

10%

FY18 AUDITED FINANCIALS

PROGRAMS: 77%  
$1,700,348

FUNDRAISING: 13% 
$289,132

MANAGEMENT & GENERAL: 10% 
$231,858

TOTAL EXPENSES
$2,221,338

40%

27%
14%

8%

6%

5%

REVENUE CATEGORIES

PROGRAM SERVICES: 40%

SPECIAL EVENTS (NET): $27%

FOUNDATIONS AND CORPORATIONS: 14%

GOVERNMENT GRANTS: 8%

OTHER: 6%

INDIVIDUALS: 5%

https://yany.org/about-us/our-artists-company/
https://yany.org/about-us/partnerships/
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2018 ART FOR 
ALL CHILDREN 
BENEFIT

In total we raised more than $700,000 for 

our children’s art programming across 

New York City. 

As our Executive Director Eileen Doyle said, 

“We all need the new possibilities and solutions 

a rich diversity of children will one day create 

for our communities, businesses, and city.”

Special thanks to our Benefit Committee 

members Pamela Awad, Thomas Bartholomew, 

Michael Buccella, Andrew Budkofsky, Scott 

Collins, Kim Greenberg, Gary Reisman, Robert 

Riesenberg, Rick Song (Chair), Neil Vendetti, 

and Linda Yaccarino.

The Art for All Children Benefit is an annual 

opportunity for titans of the media and business 

industries to support more opportunities for 

children to learn and grow through the creation 

of art.  We thank our corporate supporters who 

understand that children who know how to 

Plan, Create, Produce, Present, and Reflect can 

apply those skills anywhere – and succeed! 

Guests of the 2018 gala at Cipriani Wall Street, 

emceed by NBC News’s Megyn Kelly, enjoyed 

a performance from Children’s Arts Honoree 

and Soul music legend, Sam Moore, who was 

accompanied by jazz pianist and 2017 Honoree, 

Matthew Whitaker. 

Our Children’s Arts Award Honoree, Catherine 

Sullivan, President for U.S. Investment at 

Omnicom Media Group was proud to be a part 

of Young Audiences New York’s work. “Knowing 

how important creative opportunities to learn 

and grow were to me and my children, makes 

me passionate about leveling the playing field 

for all children.”

Rick Song, our benefit chair, closed out our 

pledge drive from the stage – and helped secure 

an additional $55,000 in donations – a record 

for this event. 

NBCUniversal has produced exceptional videos highlighting our  

work at our annual benefit. Our 2018 video “I Teach, I Create”, which 

showcased three of our talented Teaching Artists, as well as other  

videos from previous years, can be found on our YouTube channel. 
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FROM OUR BOARD CHAIR

DEAR FRIENDS, 

Young Audiences New York is dedicated to fostering opportunities for the children 

of New York City to experience and create art.  In our multi-disciplinary programs 

children develop lasting relationships with their creative voices. 

Along with my fellow board members and our other committed donors, Young 

Audiences New York has provided tens of thousands of children with these vital 

artistic experiences. 

This investment in children benefits us all.  Exposing children to art expands their 

horizons and sparks in them the ability to see things not only as they are, but as they 

could be.  These young minds become our future, transforming their communities 

with innovative ideas and solutions.  

Thank you for your support and commitment to the children of New York. You are 

critical to our success. 

Best regards, 

Kim Greenberg
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OUR DONORS CONTINUED
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PortSide NewYork  
Testimony to Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries  
and International Intergroup Relations 
 
April 29, 2019 
 
Re: Cultural After School Adventures (CASA) Initiative 
 
Dear Councilmembers: 
 
Thanks for funding the CASA program which means so much to so many students, 
and for the opportunity of this hearing. 
 
PortSide NewYork is an award-winning, maritime non-profit located in Red Hook, 
Brooklyn founded in 2005.  
 
Our Councilman Carlos Menchaca secured CASA funds for PortSide to work with 
the Red Hook Neighborhood School (PS 676) this school year. This school is on the 
rebound after eight challenging years, and PortSide is deploying CASA funds as part 
of that effort, working directly with the new dynamic Principal Priscilla Figueroa 
and new staff. 
 
The CASA funding and the matchmaking by Menchaca that brought PortSide and 
the school together are having a profound impact on the students who are all from 
public housing.  
 
Many of them have limited experience of travel and visiting cultural institutions.  
Our WaterStories STEM and STEAM programs bring them to parts of their own 
neighborhood they don’t know (the waterfront and ships, including our own) and 
outside the neighborhood.  The students experience many “firsts” with us: the first 
time getting on a boat, travelling on the ferry, seeing a duck, using binoculars, 
learning about harbor wildlife. The students are excited to have these new 
experiences and eager for every trip with PortSide.  These after-school programs 
powerfully fill a gap for students like these whose families often lack the resources 
of funds or time to provide cultural adventures for their children. We also brought 
one experience to the school, a rigging demonstration about simple machines, and 
all K-5 grades of the school experienced it. 
 
Principal Figueroa wrote that PortSide programs have “allowed our students to 
experience, talk about and share experiences in their own backyard. The students are 
finally taking pride in who they are, where they are from, and the school they 
attend.”  She credits PortSide for helping to “engage our students in learning as well 
as strengthen school/community ties.” 
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Additionally, the CASA funds have jumped started a deep relationship. PortSide is 
already offering programs to PS 676 for during the school day.  
 
A suggestion for improvement: Live up to the second A and emphasize adventure, eg do 
not mandate that the activities occur in the school building.  For students whose horizons 
are limited, getting them out of their normal orbit, getting them out of the school 
building, is key.  Our Councilman Carlos Menchaca negotiated for PortSide a special 
one-year, PS 676-only exception with the Department of Cultural Affairs that allows us 
to offer the programs on the waterfront we just described. We think such out-of-school 
adventures should be available to all schools during every year. 
 
We attach a PDF with a support letter from Priscilla Figueroa and a photo album of 
PorSide CASA programs with PS 676.  The latter is a stand-in for student presentations.  
Due to exams, no students were available to present to you. 
 
Thanks again! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
Carolina Salguero 
President 
PortSide NewYork 
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Selections from PortSide NewYork programs with 
 

PS 676, the Red Hook Neighborhood School 
 

December 2018 through February 2019 
 
 

Sponsors include: 
 

Hughes Marine 
O’Connell Family Foundation 
Red Hook Container Terminal 

 
 

These programs are funded in part by the  
“Cultural After-School Adventures” (CASA) program of the Department of Cultural 

Affairs, secured by our Councilman Carlos Menchaca. He introduced the Principal of PS 
676 to PortSide and jump-started this fruitful relationship. 
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PortSide NewYork CASA Programs with Red Hook PS 676 December 2018 – February 2019 
 
PS 676 is a small K-5 school for approximately 125 students serving Red Hook public housing residents. After eight 
troubled years, the school is on the rebound with a new Principal, Priscilla Figueroa, and staff as of midway through 
Spring semester last year.  In October 2018, PortSide began working with the staff to develop programs that speak to 
the students’ needs, interests and prior experience good and bad.  Programs started in December and are evolving.  In 
addition to teaching academic content, we focus on affirming and giving voice to students who in many ways live in 
the blind spot of our society. The students and teachers are responding enthusiastically. Here are some examples. 
 

 
STEM: Simple Machines 
 
We brought our Simple Machines expo to PS 676.  
 
During two hours of after-school programming, all the school’s 
students cycled through. First Kindergarten and 1st grade, then 2nd 
and 3rd, then 4th and 5th.  This was a total hit with students and staff. 
We also stayed for the two hours of “Family Night.”  
 
To show how this set up works, here is a video of the Simple 
Machine Machine in use at another school 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tZn_VhEtle8  
 
The student at left is still talking about the bosun’s chair and wants 
to do it again on the Mary A. Whalen.   
 
PortSide has a training program on our ship with Local 806 (Bridge 
Painters) of District Council 9. In photo below, four of their union 
members worked at this event (the three men in back at the left and 
far right).



PortSide NewYork programs with Red Hook’s K-5 school PS 676                                                               www.portsidenewyork.org 

Rigging is still predominantly men’s work, so it was really noticeable, and positive, to see how much the girls felt 
comfortable with and excited by the idea of tools and moving heavy things.   
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“Green Team” 
Transportation Advocacy 
& Travel Experience 
 
The Green Team is a select group 
of 3rd, 4th & 5th graders.  
 
Green Team project #1: 
The goals are to give the students 
the experience of travelling on 
the ferry, turning the ride itself at 
into an educational experience 
(we explained things on the route 
and arranged for them to meet 
crew of the boat) and have the 
destination be educational too.  
We travelled to Brooklyn Bridge 
Park and visited the waterfront 
exhibit at the Brooklyn Historical 
Society there. The next stages 
were to give them advocacy skills 
in an exercise of ferry advocacy 

in their neighborhood, prioritizing places used by NYCHA residents, a sector of Red Hook that is not using NYC 
Ferry much.  
 

Next, the Green Team 
made art about riding 
the NYC Ferry 
 
 
 
PortSide staff then 
turned the art into 2,000 
outreach postcards. The 
students deliver some of 
these to local businesses 
and the library, and take 
surveys of adults. Next 
stage of the project, we 
will make banners with 
more student art and 
hang those around the 
community. 
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Outreach: survey and post card distribution:  
PortSide and school staff accompanied the Green Team going to multiple sites in Red Hook to ask adults in English, 
Spanish and Chinese to take a survey. The questions covered topics such as: Do you know about the ferry? Have you 
ridden it?  What kind of trip did you take? Would you be willing to help with outreach by sharing the postcards? 
Adults were overwhelmingly interested in answering and helping out and about half of them were not aware of the 
NYC Ferry in Red Hook.  
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 The outreach exercise rapidly and significantly increased the students’ social and presentation skills. They went from 
close to terror at the first stop (a Laundromat near their school) to enthusiasm at the third stop (the Wash Depot). 
 
Their confidence increased so much that the students were very comfortable presenting during the next installment – 
bringing the information to government – when they presented to the President of the NYC EDC and EDC staff in a 
room with a very imposing conference  

 
Community spirit 
In December, the Principal’s Council came to our ship MARY A. WHALEN to make holiday decorations. We hung 
these inside our ship so that attendees of the Red Hook business holiday party would see them and become more 
aware of the school. We also spoke about PS 676 during our remarks as an effort to better connect the school to the 
Red Hook community and steer resources to the school.  
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Inculcating school pride: t-shirts & passports 
 
To build pride in a school that is on the rebound, PortSide designed and produced Green Team t-shirts. 
 
Broadening horizons 
Many students rarely leave the neighborhood, so all 125 students in the school get a PortSide “Passport to the 
waterfront.”  This heightens awareness of a larger world, makes them think of themselves as travelers, memorializes 
their travel experiences, and gives them a credential they are proud of. 
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The act of getting the 
passports stamped is a 
very popular ritual. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(Left) The passport stamp that represents meeting our ship cat Chiclet is a 
hit! 
 
 
Chiclet is very popular as you can see from the photo below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Good morning. My name is Priscilla Jimenez and I am a student at the Mott Hall School. 

 

On a sunny school afternoon at The Mott Hall School, 6th grade me stepped into the 

band room for the first time. Clad in a school skirt, multicolored headband, and with no 

confidence in my musical ability, I hesitantly took a seat, instantly regretting my decision to 

come. 6th grade me had no idea how to read notes on a sheet or tell whether a note was sharp 

or flat. I also had no idea that music would later become both a liberation and a gift, as school, 

high school admissions, and life seemed to suddenly become more real, and as my mom would 

assure me, “adult-like.” 

 

As the oblivious 11-year-old that I was at the beginning of my journey with the 

Multicultural Music Group, I was not particularly well informed on the imperfections of our 

world. See, I knew that Christopher Columbus, “discovered” America on October 12, 1492, and 

that the mitochondria is the powerhouse of the cell, but what the public school system failed to 



teach me was that there is history, culture, pain, and stories of innovation and success beyond 

the borders of our country. To deny this fact would be naive and disrespectful on our part as a 

global society, even when we are told that walls and unconstitutional policies can seal all that 

away. Even the successful passing of these laws would affirm that people will always find a way 

to connect. Music was what allowed me to connect with my roots, my own taste, my story, and 

the stories others have to tell. 

 

The Multicultural Music Group was established in 1996 to grant opportunities to 

underprivileged students in New York City through music instruction and informative trips 

beyond the classroom. In addition, themed performances addressing political, economic, and 

social issues are done multiple times annually to shine a light on conflicts occurring globally. 

The Multicultural Music Encounters series has tackled countless topics in my time with the 

group, and even more in its 22 years in schools. While these come plentifully, they are often 

overlooked as they are, unfortunately, deemed irrelevant to our society because we do not 

experience the effects of the injustices and genocide affecting under-developed countries. 

 

Being a part of this organization, both as a violin student and a proud immigrant from 

the Dominican Republic has helped me to find myself and my identity in a world where we are 

drilled from a young age to follow the general crowd. Through the majestic performances of the 

Encounters series, I was able to feel represented and comfortable in my own skin after years of 

having crammed solely American history and culture into my life. Furthermore, the music we 

played encouraged me to resonate, understand, and sympathize with the struggles of others. 

The things I learned opened my eyes to worlds I had never been exposed to before and even 

sparked my interest in politics and current social issues. 

 

I have so much to be thankful for after having been part of this program for only three, 

but rather eventful, years. I have met wise and talented people that I was able to learn 

alongside. I could share my passions for, music, and understand the hardships we naturally fail 

to honor and remember. Every student should get to have such an experience. 



 

On behalf of the Multicultural Music Group and the hundreds of children who receive 

music instruction each year, I will like to express our gratitude to the following council 

members: Mark Levine for supporting the program at The Mott Hall School; Joe Borrelli for 

supporting the program at Elias Bernstein I.S. 7 and Rafael Salamanca for supporting the 

program at South Bronx Academy I.S. 296 

 

We will like to encourage council members: Corey Johnson to support Manhattan 

Bridges High School; Bill Perkins to support Mott Hall High School and Mark Gjonaj to support 

Pelham Preparatory Academy at the Columbus Campus Schools.  Those schools are eagerly 

waiting to start the program but they need your support.   

 

Thank you for listening! 

 

 



 

 
TESTIMONY OF: 

Tanya Turgeon, Teaching Artist 
Marquis Studios, Ltd. 

 
Presented before 

The New York City Council 
Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Relations 

 
Oversight Hearing: 

Cultural After School Adventures (CASA) Initiative: Bringing Arts & Culture To New 
York City Public School and Enriching the Lives of Students 

 
April 29, 2019 

 

Good morning, my name is Tanya Turgeon and I am a teaching artist at Marquis 
Studios. Thank you to the members of the City Council Committee on Cultural 
Affairs, Libraries, and International Intergroup Relations for holding today’s 
oversight hearing on the Cultural After School Adventures (CASA) Initiative. I 
appreciate the opportunity to testify on behalf of Marquis Studios. 

 
Marquis Studios is a non-profit arts-in-education organization founded in 1977 
that directly serves 40,000 children each year. 80% of students served live 
below the poverty line and over half of our grant funded programming serves 
students with disabilities. We employ 90 fully trained teaching artists, who 
annually provide a spectrum of multi-cultural residencies to a diverse student 
population through an average of 580 residencies in 170 schools spanning all 5 
boroughs of NYC. 

 
In 2016, Marquis Studios accepted an offer from my previous employer, Big Apple 
Circus (BAC), to become the administrators of our Circus After School program. 
Marquis Studios’ 40 years of experience allowed for a seamless transition so we 
could provide the same team of teaching artists, curriculum model, and standards 
we had developed over the years. Through Marquis Studios' evaluation and 
assessment practices we can continue to ensure quality and sustainability for this 
program that has been my dream job since 2008. 

 
Thanks to funding through the CASA Initiative from Council Member Diana Ayala 
and Council Member Brad Lander we have been able to continue the Circus Arts 
program at PS 43X and expand it - providing 24-weeks of hands-on instruction to 
the students at PS 32K, some of whom you saw perform today! 

 
Marquis Studios’ mission is to inspire a passion for learning through programs 
integrating arts activities with academic core subjects and life skills. 



 

 
Circus Arts, for example, utilizes clowning, tumbling, aerial skills, tightwire, stilt 
walking, and juggling to promote creativity, physical education, gross motor 
skills, improved hand/eye coordination, and responsible risk taking. Through 
juggling alone students can learn the importance of math (counting), science 
(gravity), and the invaluable life skills of self-discipline and teamwork. Circus 
offers something for everyone leading participants to gain confidence and 
become more engaged with their peers and communities. 
 

In a 2017 survey, one teacher said, “I had children that were extremely shy and 
refused to participate - after participating in circus arts that changed. They 
became more outspoken, volunteered and simply happy to take part in other 

activities”. 
 
 
Expected Student Learning Outcomes Include: Through our observations we 
documented these indicators of student learning in the arts  

• Understanding the materials of art making (imitating actions modeled by the 
artists, inventing movements, understanding non-verbal signals, etc.) 

• Understanding the processes of art making (counting and moving in rhythm, 
developing balance and timing, developing hand-eye coordination and fine 
motor skills, developing visual and muscle memory, learning and remembering 
a sequence of actions, making personal and aesthetic choices, moving in 
rhythm to music, etc.) 

• Understanding of, and participating in, the social and interactive elements of 
art making (collaborating with peers and adults, developing aesthetic 
awareness and expressiveness, interacting verbally and nonverbally with peers 
and adults, performing for an audience, etc.) 

• Development through the arts (cultural understanding, developing language 
and literacy skills, following a sequence of steps to reach a goal, using 
reasoning to make choices and decisions, etc.) 

 
 
In 2017 Dr. Horowitz from Center for Arts Education Research at Teachers College, 
Columbia University determined significant impact of Marquis Studios programs on 
students in areas such as arts skills, related academic skills, and social and personal 
development. Additionally, the report found positive impact of the program on school 
environment, parent engagement, and teacher practice.  

- 94% of teachers reported that students developed new skills in the arts,  
- 82% of teachers reported that students developed academic skills through the 

program, 
- 84% of teachers reported that isolated students opened up to other students 

through their arts experiences,  
- 71% of teachers reported that the program increased parent participation, and  
- 84% of teachers reported that the program improved school climate. 

 
 
 



 

 
Thanks to City Council Members’ generosity more students have access to high-
quality after school programming that also benefits parents and guardians who are 
able to work while their children are enrolled. Additionally, the arts create an 
entry point for parent and community engagement through final performances 
celebrating the participants’ achievements. 

 
The CASA initiative is an investment in our students and communities. The 2016 report 
from Americans for the Arts found that students with an education rich in the arts 
have higher GPAs and standardized test scores, and lower drop-out rates. 
 
We commend the City Council’s leadership and commitment to youth services and 
we hope to see funding for the CASA Initiative continue in FY20. Thank you for 
your time and support for our students. 



 

April 24, 2019 

 

 

Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Relations  

New York City Council 

250 Broadway 

New York, NY  10007 

 

 

Dear Members of the Committee, 

 

I am pleased to submit this letter in support of the Cultural After-School Adventures 

programming at my child’s school, PS 111. My student is a musician in Youth Orchestra of 

St. Luke’s (YOSL), a free after-school youth orchestra program at our school and I highly 

recommend this program. YOSL’s impact on my child and the musical learnings afforded by 

YOSL are incredibly meaningful and an important part of my student’s education.  

 

After school ends on Tuesdays and Thursdays, my child rehearses with his YOSL friends, 

has a group cello lesson, meets composers and Grammy Award-winning musicians, and 

expresses his creativity in ways that transcend the regular school curriculum.  Last week, 

my child and I attended Orchestra of St. Luke’s Carnegie Hall performance – at no 

additional cost – and experienced the thrill of live performance by a full orchestra with 

internationally-acclaimed artists. This experience was a unique joy and memorable for me 

as a parent – and demonstrates the special opportunities that YOSL shares with our 

community.  

 

Without funding from City Council, Youth Orchestra of St. Luke’s would not be available at 

PS 111.  As a parent and local neighborhood resident, I feel that would be a true loss for 

our community. Thank you for your support of CASA and arts programming in our schools. 

Please feel free to contact me at 917-304-8677 or Laura@LauraVoss.com with any 

questions.  

 

Kind regards,  

 

 

 

 

Laura Voss 

Co-President, PS111 PTA 
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Kids Creative 
Testimony to the New York City Council  Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries 

and International Intergroup Relations oversight hearing on the Cultural After 
School Adventures Init iative 

Apri l  29, 2019 
 
Kids Creative has had the honor of working with PS 191 Manhattan in Council District 6 as a 
Cultural After School Adventures (CASA) provider for 15 years. Funding from the CASA 
initiative through Council Member Helen Rosenthal has allowed Kids Creative to provide 
hundreds of PS 191 students with free after school arts and peace education programming. 
Throughout this time, hundreds of youth, ages 5-14, have participated in Kids Creative after 
school music, theater, and art classes through the CASA initiative. Throughout the years, the 
students have created tens of original plays with Kids Creative after school when they often 
had only limited access to arts classes during the school day. During Kids Creative, participants 
work as a group, using their collective imaginations to explore new stories, ideas, and worlds—
a play about their school in an alternate time, a family restaurant working hard to survive an 
economic downturn, or even a trip to outer space.  Each spring, they have performed their 
original productions in front of audiences of their peers, friends, and families, taking pride in all 
what they created. Participants have built performance skills, learned instruments, and made 
art portfolios that helped them get into competitive high schools. As part of the Kids Creative 
curriculum, participants use creativity to resolve conflicts that arise in the stories they write, 
while also learning to resolve the conflicts that arise when working in community with others. In 
a recent survey of Kids Creative participants, 100% of students felt they have more confidence 
to participate in activities after attending the Kids Creative program, while 93% of students felt 
they are learning to communicate better and to be an active listener, and 92% of students felt 
they are learning to focus better through the program.  
 
We hoped to have current participants from PS 191 perform at this morning’s NY City Council 
Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Relations oversight 
hearing on the CASA initiative, but we were unable, so we hope that you will allow this written 
testimony, including the script of Act 1 of their Spring 2019 show, “Mission191,” which they 
will perform for friends and family in two weeks’ time.   
 

Mission191 
Opening Scene: Act 1 
At 5 AM in the morning, one of the United States’ biggest space missions was about to take 
place. The Government had built one of its biggest spaceships known to man. The spaceship 
could hold up to 30 Astronauts and was un-crushable…at least that’s what they thought. Saturn 
was their destination. Finding life was the Mission. 
 
X-Car: I can’t believe we are about to actually do this. Space. Saturn. 
Ashley: Well, we didn’t do all that training and leave our families for nothing. I'm ready for this. 
Coco: Of course you are Ashley, you love the adventure. I, on the other hand, have bills and a 
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New House in the near future. 
Trid: Ok guys, they are calling us to the doc to load the ship. Everyone ready? This is going to 
change History! 
(Sunshine and Ronald mc Donald high five each other) 
Sunshine and Ronald mc Donald: This is going to be fun!! 
Omnishoutmon: Yes it is guys. Ok, ok, calm down Trid, we know that you are a science expert 
(they all laugh). Lets get this show on the Road!! 
(Katie/Jayden, Jayda and Coco come in arguing about who is going to get the window seats. 
Theyʼve been friends since Kindergarten.) 
Katie/Jayden: Ok, so since Iʼm the oldest, I get one of the window seats. You guys know that I 
get nervous when I donʼt see where I am going, Hello!! 
Jayda: And I should get the other one because I am the smartest, and let’s be honest. Ko Koo 
falls asleep during everything so she won’t care. 
Ko Koo: Wait, what? Oh sorry that I need my beauty sleep and I need to save my strength for 
when we land. 
Jayda: Girl, you will fall asleep standing up. (They laugh) 
Ko Koo: Girl you right (laughing). I love to sleep. I don’t know how I made this mission. 
(DR. OKC meets everyone at the Ship’s door.) 
DR. OKC: Ok guys, lets get on, lets do this. 20 years of preparing, testing, training and we are 
finally going. Strap in everyone, Iʼll come by and check. 
Stephen Curry: Who died and made you in charge, DR. OKC? 
DR. OKC: (sarcastically) Ohhhh I don’t know, maybe itʼs my Years of Experience and my Direct 
Promotion from the President Himself for this mission. You tell me. 
Stephen Curry: Oh, ok, Iʼll let that slide. (He copies DR. OKC.’s response under his breath 
while buckling up) 
(Once everyone is strapped in and secured, DR. OKC screams into the ear piece attached to 
his helmet) 
DR. OKC: We are all strapped in and secure, Mission 191 we are ready for Blast Off! 
EVERYONE: (Screaming in excitement) Take off in 5-4-3-2-1. Mission 191 Blast Off!  
(As the spaceship has a successful blast off into space, they notice that one of the emergency 
lights is blinking nonstop.) 
KoKoo: Ummmm Trid, the emergency light by you is blinking nonstop, could you hit it or 
something? 
Trid: Ok. Sure. Wait, do you guys hear that? 
KoKoo: Trid, stop playing, this is a serious matter. 
Trid: No no, I'm serious. Listen. 
(The sound gets louder and louder and the spaceship starts to shake out of control. Everyone 
starts to scream and shout “What’s going on?!”) 
DR.OKC: (in the speaker) Can anyone hear me? Can anyone hear me?? We are going down! I 
repeat, we are going down! Guys, brace yourselves!! We are about to hit Saturn’s ring full 
speed!! 
(Everyone Screams!! Blackout.) 



 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……… 
 
 

BROOKLYN BRIDGE PARK CONSERVANCY 
334 FURMAN STREET BROOKLYN, NY 11201 TEL 718.802.0603 | BROOKLYNBRIDGEPARK.ORG 

Since 2008, over 90,000 students from over 500 NYC schools and summer camps have come to 
Brooklyn Bridge Park for the Conservancy’s classes in the environmental sciences and STEAM-
related fields. The Education Program uses the park and dedicated Environmental Education 
Center for hands-on investigation, incorporating inquiry-based learning into lessons that meet 
Common Core, NYC and NYS learning standards. 
  
For the past 3 consecutive school years, CASA funding has provided the Conservancy the 
opportunity to partner with the outstanding students, educators and administrative staff at Daniel 
Hale Williams (PS 307K). In that time, we have worked with the entire student body and delivered 
57 classes, which served a total of 1,589 students. These classes cover topics such as East River 
ecology, Brooklyn Bridge history, sustainability, park ecology, estuary science, and history of the 
Brooklyn waterfront, to name a few. One of our central goals is to provide outstanding educational 
experiences within Brooklyn Bridge Park, particularly for students who are undeserved.  
 
In the classes we have provided for students at Daniel Hale Williams, they practiced data collection 
and use of scientific tools in the diverse habitats found within Brooklyn Bridge Park. A trend that 
we continually observe are the many students who are familiar with the park as a popular play 
destination in the neighborhood. Yet, when most students arrive for their first education program, 
they are amazed and delighted to discover that, aside from the soccer fields and playgrounds, there 
is also a living, thriving and fascinating ecosystem – right in their backyard.  
 
As we have continued this partnership, students at Daniel Hale Williams have been able to return 
for consecutive years, building upon the knowledge they have developed in our charge. We have 
always found them to be excited to tell our educators that they've had classes with us before, or 
remember the educator from their last trip. With that connection, Conservancy educators have 
been able to scaffold upon the prior knowledge that students developed and gained from their 
previous visits. We often find that students express to their teachers a reluctance to leave our 
Environmental Education Center. We also see them on weekends and afternoons for our free 
public open hours, because they want to show their families and friends new discoveries of the 
natural world. These discoveries include their favorite spot to find shore crabs and sand worms, 
their favorite tree or the best place to spot birds.   
 
The significance of what we provide for these students is demonstrated by their continued 
connection to the park, to our education center, to our classes, and to our educators. It is a 
valuable relationship, and we would love to continue connecting these students to the wonders of 
the natural world within NYC. A renewal of support from Council Member Cumbo is elemental 
in our success with this goal, and ensures our ability to connect with all students from Daniel Hale 
Williams in the coming school year.   
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