New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Virginia Maloney 
Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to emergency 
planning for religious institutions.
Submitted by:
Council Member Virginia Maloney 
Justification:
Religious institutions in New York City serve large numbers of residents for worship, instruction, and community gathering, and therefore benefit from having clear plans for responding to emergencies. While some institutions maintain detailed procedures, many do not have access to resources or expertise to develop comprehensive plans addressing emergency preparation, actions during emergencies, and steps to restore order afterwards, including plans for addressing threats of violence and safe evacuation. This bill ensures that, upon request, religious institutions can receive support from a City agency designated by the Mayor, developed in consultation with the Police Department and the Office of Emergency Management, to establish and maintain such emergency plans. By providing this support mechanism, the legislation helps institutions improve their emergency preparedness and better protect the individuals who use their facilities.





