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          2                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: We do have a

          3  quorum and that consists of Dan Garodnick, Joe

          4  Addabbo, Helen Foster, Jim Gennaro, Vinnie Gentile

          5  and myself. Thank you all for being here on time,

          6  ready to go. We are voting on three very important

          7  pieces of legislation today. We've been working very

          8  hard on these pieces, and I will try to be brief and

          9  just explain them. We are going to be voting on

         10  strengthening our nightlife laws, and I'd like to

         11  take this moment to acknowledge Imette St. Guillen,

         12  whose death one year ago, almost to the day, brought

         13  this issue to the City's attention and was the

         14  catalyst for the actions we're taking today.

         15                 There were other high-publicized

         16  incidents after that death, and unfortunately, it

         17  led to the perception, at least, of New York City's

         18  nightlife being dangerous, and that reality doesn't

         19  help anyone, not the club, club-goers, tourism, law

         20  enforcement. So, today we're voting on three

         21  measures. We've also been joined by Council Member

         22  Katz. Thank you.

         23                 Intro. 440-A is a local law to amend

         24  the Administrative Code in relation to independent

         25  monitors for clubs with multiple or serious
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          2  violations. What we're going to do here is give the

          3  Commissioner of DCA discretion in lieu of suspending

          4  or revoking, or as a condition of license renewal,

          5  require a licensee found to have committed multiple

          6  or egregious violations to hire an independent

          7  monitor approved or selected by the Police

          8  Commissioner.

          9                 Intro. 442-A will amend the

         10  Administrative Code in relation to requiring certain

         11  cabarets in public dance halls to install video

         12  surveillance cameras at all entrances and exits.

         13  It's self explanatory.

         14                 484-A will also amend the

         15  Administrative Code, which will expand the Nuisance

         16  Abatement Law to include violations related to

         17  creating, producing the storage or sale of false

         18  identification documents.

         19                 Again, the problems that we're seeing

         20  in the clubs are not solely the club owner's fault,

         21  as we've said many times. There are these false ID

         22  mills which exist here in New York City, which are

         23  legitimate businesses with IDs in the back. And in

         24  the past, the police would find the business or

         25  maybe arrest the person working in the back, could

                                                            4

          1  COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY

          2  be out the next day, they now will be able to shut

          3  down the entire business, the entire video store,

          4  and that is going to go a long way to stopping the

          5  fake IDs which allow these under-age people to get

          6  into the clubs.

          7                 So, without going into any further

          8  explanation, I'd like to call, as soon as I get

          9  Billy Martin we will call the roll. Would anyone

         10  like to be heard on these measures?

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Mr. Chair, just

         12  very briefly.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Erik Dilan, I

         14  didn't see you. Let me recognize you, first of all.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Just a

         16  statement before I vote. I just want to commend you

         17  and the Speaker on the nice legislative package we

         18  have here today, and I'd just like to add that if we

         19  both could play basketball the way you write bills,

         20  we might have won this weekend against the State

         21  Assembly. Good job, Mr. Chair.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: You mean the

         23  Speaker play basketball? Is that what you're saying?

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: I was giving

         25  you credit for the bills, but now everybody knows

                                                            5

          1  COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY

          2  you didn't do it.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: You said both, I

          4  thought you meant myself and Christine Quinn. I

          5  obviously could have played a lot better. We

          6  probably could have used Christine, at least to

          7  influence the reps a little bit, because that was a

          8  huge problem.

          9                 Okay, I think we have our official

         10  scribe, Billy Martin. So, thank you, and take the

         11  vote, please.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK MARTIN: Council Member

         13  Vallone.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: I vote aye on

         15  all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK MARTIN: Addabbo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Mr. Chairman,

         18  I just want to commend you and my other colleagues

         19  for the work on these bills and your staff as well,

         20  and I vote aye on all. Thank you.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK MARTIN: Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK MARTIN: Foster.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK MARTIN: Gennaro.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Mr. Chairman,

          3  I just want to thank you for all of your diligent

          4  efforts for this package of legislation. It will

          5  certainly make a profound difference. I thank you

          6  and all the sponsors. I proudly vote aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK MARTIN: Katz.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK MARTIN: Gentile.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: My

         11  congratulations to our Chairman for his leadership.

         12  I vote aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK MARTIN: Garodnick.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye. Thank

         15  you, Mr. Chairman.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK MARTIN: By a vote of

         17  eight in the affirmative, zero in the negative and

         18  no abstentions, all items have been adopted. Council

         19  members, please sign the Committee reports. Thank

         20  you.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: We're going to

         22  hold the vote open for other Council members. I

         23  actually would like to acknowledge the fact that

         24  these bills were a long time in coming and involved

         25  very complicated negotiations, and those were led by
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          2  our Committee staff here, Liz Dubin and Jennine

          3  Ventura and everyone else involved, so I want to

          4  thank them for their work.

          5                 Okay, we'll leave the vote open.

          6  Thank you all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK MARTIN: Council Member

          8  Yassky.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all

         10  three items.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK MARTIN: The vote now

         12  stands at nine in the affirmative, zero in the

         13  negative and zero abstentions.

         14                 Council Member Oddo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK MARTIN: The vote now

         17  stands at ten in the affirmative, zero in the

         18  negative, zero abstentions.

         19                 (Hearing concluded at 12:06 p.m.)
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