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REPORT OF THE HUMAN SERVICES DIVISION

Robert Newman, Legislative Director

COMMITTEE ON CIVIL SERVICE AND LABOR

Hon. Joseph P. Addabbo, Chairperson

April 30, 2007

RES. NO. 785: 
By Council Members Weprin, Addabbo Jr., Avella, Fidler, Gentile, Gonzalez, James, Mealy, Sears, Vann and Stewart.

SUBJECT:
Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to amend the Volunteer Ambulance Workers’ Benefit Law to include volunteer ambulance workers who render aid at the request of the City.

On Monday, April 30, 2007, the Committee on Civil Service and Labor, chaired by Council Member Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr., will conduct a hearing to consider Res. No. 785, a resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to amend the Volunteer Ambulance Workers’ Benefit Law to include volunteer ambulance workers who render aid at the request of the City.  A copy of the Resolution is attached.

Background


In New York City, the primary source of emergency medical service is provided by the Fire Department of New York- Emergency Medical Services (FDNY-EMS) through the 9-1-1 system.  In addition, there are about 35 independent volunteer ambulance companies in the City that are not affiliated with FDNY or hospitals, which provide localized service to communities.
  Like all ambulance services in New York, these independent volunteer ambulance companies must be certified to operate by the New York State Department of Health.
  Independent volunteer ambulance companies also operate within the 9-1-1 system in certain circumstances, pursuant to written agreements between FDNY-EMS and the Regional Emergency Medical Services Council of New York (REMSCO).
  REMSCO is a not-for-profit corporation created pursuant to the State Public Health Law whose function is to coordinate emergency medical services in New York City.
  REMSCO consists of 30 members, one third of which are representatives of ambulance services and include private, municipal (NYC Fire Department) and volunteer (New York State Volunteer Ambulance and Rescue Association) ambulance services.  The remaining members are emergency medical care committees, physicians, public health officers, the NYC Police Department, the NYC Office of Emergency Management and the general public.  

Under State law, volunteer ambulance workers and volunteer firefighters who are members of companies that are under contract with the City are entitled to benefits similar to workers’ compensation benefits for injury or death sustained in the line of duty.
  However, if an independent volunteer ambulance worker is injured or killed in the line of duty, that worker is not covered for benefits unless the ambulance company has purchased coverage, usually from a private insurance company such as the Fire Department of New York Mutual Insurance Company or the State Insurance Fund.
  There is concern that a number of independent volunteer ambulance companies cannot afford to purchase such insurance.

Resolution No. 785

Resolution No. 785 would note that in recognition of their noble and heroic service to their communities and the State, the New York State Volunteer Ambulance Workers’ Benefit Law of 1988 (VAWBL) was adopted to provide benefits similar to workers’ compensation to members of volunteer ambulance companies and their families in the event of death or injury sustained in the line of duty.  

Resolution No. 785 would note that in order to be eligible to receive benefits under this law, volunteer ambulance workers must perform services pursuant to a contract with the City.  The Resolution would point out that there are currently independent volunteer ambulance companies in the City that are required, pursuant to a memorandum of understanding with the Regional Emergency Medical Services Council of New York City, a non-profit corporation created pursuant to State law that is responsible for coordinating medical services in New York City, to render aid when called upon by the Fire Department of New York and/or the New York City Office of Emergency Management.

Resolution No. 785 would note that since such volunteer ambulance workers lack a contract with the City, they are not considered to be eligible for benefits pursuant to the VAWBL for death or injury sustained as a result of rendering requested aid.  Resolution No. 785 would note that under a law similar to the VAWBL, the New York State Volunteer Firefighters’ Benefit Law of 1957 (VFBL), volunteer members of the New York City Fire Department emergency rescue and first aid squads receive benefits similar to workers’ compensation.   Resolution No. 785 would point out that there should be parity between the benefits offered to volunteer members of the New York City Fire Department emergency rescue and first aid squads who are killed or injured in the line of duty and independent volunteer ambulance workers who render aid at the City’s request who are killed or injured in the line of duty.

Res. No. 785

..Title

Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to amend the Volunteer Ambulance Workers’ Benefit Law to include volunteer ambulance workers who render aid at the request of the City.

..Body

By Council Members Weprin, Addabbo Jr., Avella, Fidler, Gentile, Gonzalez, James, Mealy, Sears, Vann and Stewart
Whereas, In recognition of their noble and heroic service to their communities and the State, the New York State Volunteer Ambulance Workers’ Benefit Law of 1988 (VAWBL) was adopted to provide benefits similar to workers’ compensation to members of volunteer ambulance companies and their families in the event of death or injury sustained in the line of duty; and

Whereas, In order to be eligible to receive benefits under this law, volunteer ambulance workers must perform services pursuant to a contract with the City; and

Whereas, There are currently independent volunteer ambulance companies in the City that are required, pursuant to a memorandum of understanding with the Regional Emergency Medical Services Council of New York City, a non-profit corporation created pursuant to State law that is responsible for coordinating medical services in New York City, to render aid when called upon by the Fire Department of New York and/or the New York City Office of Emergency Management; and

Whereas, Since such volunteer ambulance workers lack a contract with the City, they are not considered to be eligible for benefits pursuant to the VAWBL for death or injury sustained as a result of rendering requested aid; and

Whereas, Under a law similar to the VAWBL, the New York State Volunteer Firefighters’ Benefit Law of 1957 (VFBL), volunteer members of the New York City Fire Department emergency rescue and first aid squads receive benefits similar to workers’ compensation; and 

Whereas, There should be parity between the benefits offered to volunteer members of the New York City Fire Department emergency rescue and first aid squads who are killed or injured in the line of duty and independent volunteer ambulance workers who render aid at the City’s request who are killed or injured in the line of duty; now, therefore, be it


Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York State Legislature to amend the Volunteer Ambulance Workers’ Benefit Law to include volunteer ambulance workers who render aid at the request of the City.
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� January 9, 2007 conversation with the Regional Emergency Medical Services Council of New York.


� NY CLS Public Health Law §3004.


� Strategic Plan 2007-2008, Fire Department of New York, page 7. http://www.nyc.gov/html/fdny/pdf/strat_plan/2007/strategic_plan_whole.pdf


� http://www.nycremsco.org/about.asp


� NY CLS Volunteer Ambulance Workers’ Benefit Law, NY CLS Volunteer Firefighters Benefit Law.


� NY CLS Volunteer Ambulance Workers’ Benefit Law §30.
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