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Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.
Legislative Service Number:
· Intro 1303-2025

Prime Sponsor:
· Council Member Shahana Hanif 
Bill Title:
· A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of health and mental hygiene to provide information regarding fertility treatment, including insurance coverage of fertility treatment
Submitted by:
· Council Member Shahana Hanif
Justification
Access to accurate and understandable information about fertility treatment options, especially those covered by Medicaid, is extremely difficult for New Yorkers. With no coordinated public education campaign individuals may lack awareness of their coverage rights or of available fertility services, particularly those in low-income or uninsured communities. This education gap can contribute to disparities in utilization of fertility services across the city.
This legislation would require the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH) to conduct a public education and outreach campaign on fertility treatment, the New York State Insurance Law’s requirements for insurance coverage of fertility treatment, and Medicaid coverage of fertility treatment in New York.
By establishing a public education and outreach campaign this bill ensures that there is an increased public awareness of fertility treatment options and coverage rules, improving health literacy around reproductive care. Over time, the measure is expected to support more equitable access to fertility care and empower residents with clearer knowledge of their rights.
For these reasons, I urge my colleagues to support this legislation.




