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***MEDIA ADVISORY***

CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER RESOLUTION SUPPORTING FAIR-TRADE COFFEE
City Hall, New York – The City Council Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Relations, chaired by Council Member Domenic Reccia, Jr., will consider three resolutions tomorrow, among them a resolution that would strongly encourage the purchase of Fair-Trade coffee, particularly by City agencies that use taxpayers’ money to purchase coffee.  Other resolutions being considered would honor the lives and accomplishments of actor/activist Ossie Davis and anti-segregation figure Dr. Kenneth B. Clark.

Coffee is the second most actively traded commodity in the world, yet few New Yorkers realize that many workers in the coffee industry toil under abysmal conditions for meager wages.  Furthermore, smaller coffee farms that are likely to treat employees better are vulnerable to volatile market pricing, often resulting in poverty and debt among employers and employees alike.  Fair-Trade coffee is certifiably sold above market value, and at no less than $1.26/lb, and is produced by farms that adhere to strict environmental and labor standards.

Witnesses scheduled to testify at the hearing include American Jewish World Service President and former mayoral candidate Ruth Messinger, Pat Purcell of UFCW Local 1500, and Rabbi J. Rolando Matalon of Congregation B’nai Jeshurum.

WHEN:

Friday, June 10, 2005

10 AM
WHERE:

Council Chambers, City Hall
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