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THE COUNCIL

REPORT OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE DIVISION

MARCEL VAN OOYEN, DEPUTY CHIEF-OF-STAFF

COMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND BUILDINGS

Madeline Provenzano, Chair

September 8, 2004

INT. NO. 407:
By:  Council Member Provenzano, Comrie, Nelson, Reed, Seabrook, Stewart and Weprin (by request of the Mayor).

TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the electrical code.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends Title 27 by amending section 27-3025.

BACKGROUND AND INTENT:

Int. No. 407 adds two amendments to section 27-3025 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York which would amend article 352 of the National Fire Protection Association’s NFPA 70, National Electrical Code (“NEC”) with regards to the use, installation and construction specifications for rigid nonmetallic conduit (RNC) and associated fittings
.  The bill specifically adds language amending section 352.10 “Uses Permitted” and amending section 352.12 “Uses Not Permitted.”  First, the bill would authorize the use of non-metallic conduits in residential buildings of three floors or less and in any dwelling unit that does not exceed three floors above grade.  Second, the bill would also restrict the use of non-metallic conduits in all other buildings.

The NEC was developed for the purpose of safeguarding people and property from hazards that could arise from the use of electricity and is now in use, with appropriate modifications, in the City.  Local Law 64 of 2001 provided a legislative basis for the adoption of the 1999 version of the NEC, with any necessary amendments, to meet any unique circumstances found in New York City.  Then in 2002, the City formally adopted the 1999 version of the NEC, with amendments by promulgating of Local Law 41.  Pursuant to Local Law 81 of 2003, the City then adopted the 2002 version of the NEC with amendments to bring the City in line with the most current version of the NEC that was published at the time.  The present bill, Int. No. 407, was introduced to further amend the provisions of the NEC.
Under the provisions of Int. No. 407, the amendments to section 352.10 would permit the use of non-metallic conduits in New York City in residential buildings of 3 floors or less, or in a dwelling unit that is not more than three floors above grade.  Other non-metallic wiring methods are already allowed at the present time in such buildings and such buildings can be easily evacuated in the event of fire.

Under the provisions of Int. No. 407, the amendments to section 352.12 would restrict the use of non-metallic conduits in non-residential buildings to concealed uses within non-plenum walls, floors and ceilings where the walls, floors and ceilings have a fire resistance rating of one hour.  Without this amendment, the NEC would have permitted the use of a 15-minute fire rating for properties in the City, which was deemed inappropriate by the Electrical Code Revision and Interpretation Committee,
 established by the Department of Buildings (DOB).  As reported by DOB, the Electrical Code Revision and Interpretation Committee believes that a more restrictive standard should be imposed in this jurisdiction due to issues of population density and the size of buildings in New York City.  This legislation would take effect immediately after enactment.

The Committee on Housing and Buildings expects to hear from representatives of the Department of Buildings and any other persons interested in this legislation.

�  According to section 352.2 of the NEC, a rigid nonmetallic conduit is defined as “a nonmetallic raceway of circular cross section, with integral or associated couplings, connectors, and fittings for the installation of electrical conductors.”


�  The Electrical Code Revision and Interpretation Committee was established by the Department of Buildings (DOB) and is composed of stakeholders relevant to the electrical and real estate industries.  The Committee has been responsible for reviewing and recommending local amendments to the NEC.
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