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TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the provision of telephone services to individuals in custody in city correctional facilities
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Adds a new section 9-154
PROPOSED INT. NO. 779-A:
By Council Members Richards, Powers, Ampry-Samuel and Rivera
TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of correction to report on use by department staff of any device capable of administering an electronic shock
..Body

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends section 9-130
I. INTRODUCTION

On July 17, 2018 the Committee on Criminal Justice, chaired by Council Member Keith Powers, will hold a vote on Proposed Int. No. 741-A and Proposed Int. No. 779-A.  The Committee previously held a hearing on these bills on April 23, 2018, and received testimony from representatives of the Department of Correction (DOC), as well as unions, advocates and other interested members of the public.
II. BACKGROUND ON PROPOSED INT. NO. 741-A
The New York City Board of Correction mandates that all inmates are entitled to one free local telephone call “upon admission to a facility,” and that subsequently “indigent” pretrial detainees are entitled to three free local telephone calls per week, while sentenced “indigent” inmate are entitled to two such calls.  Long distance calls are always “at the expense” of the inmate. According to the Department of Correction, the DOC collects revenues for the city of approximately $5 million per year from these fees and contracts with a provider that received $2.9 million in 2017.
 The fees charged to inmates are regulated by the Federal Communications Commission, with a cap of 21 cents per minute for certain types of interstate long distance calls and 25 cents per minute for other types of interstate long distance calls.
III. PROPOSED INT. NO. 741-A
Prop. Int. No. 741-A prohibits the DOC from receiving any revenue for providing telephone services to inmates and requires that all domestic telephone services be provided free of charge to inmates and the receiving party.  
IV. AMENDMENTS TO PROPOSED INT. NO. 741-A

Since introduction, the bill has been amended to clarify that the city cannot collect revenue and has an affirmative obligation to actually provide free telephone services to those in their custody making domestic calls and no cost to the call recipients. The effective date was changed from 120 to 270 days after enactment. 
V. BACKGROUND ON PROPOSED INT. NO. 779-A

In September of 2016, the DOC announced increased security measures on Rikers Island jail facilities, including the provision of electronic stun guns to certain supervisory correction officers in the Emergency Services Unit (ESU).  In February of 2018, the DOC announced that additional electronic stun guns would be provided to correction officers working with the ESU.    

VI. PROPOSED INT. NO. 779-A

In order to provide transparency on this use of these devices, Prop. Int. No. 741-A would require that the DOC to issue quarterly reports on the use of devices capable of administering electric shocks. 
VII. AMENDMENTS PROPOSED INT. NO. 779-A

Since introduction, the bill has been amended to more closely reflect the variety of current devices used by the Department and include use of any devices capable of administering an electric shock.  
	 Proposed Int. No. 741-A

By The Speaker (Council Member Johnson), and Council Members Brannan, Rosenthal, Powers, Levin, Ampry-Samuel, and Rivera

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the provision of telephone services to individuals in custody in city correctional facilities

	Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 9 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 9-154 to read as follows:

§ 9-154 Telephone services to inmates. The city shall provide telephone services to individuals within the custody of the department in city correctional facilities at no cost to the individuals or the receiving parties for domestic telephone calls. The city shall not be authorized to receive or retain any revenue for providing telephone services.

§ 2. This local law takes effect 270 days after it becomes law. 
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Proposed Int. No. 779-A
By Council Members Richards,Powers, Ampry-Samuel and Rivera
..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of correction to report on use by department staff of any device capable of administering an electric shock
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subdivision c of section 9-130 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law 33 for the year 2016, is amended by amending paragraph 23 and adding a new paragraph 24 to read as follows:
23. incidents of use of force C in which chemical agents were used;[.]
24. incidents in which staff uses any device capable of administering an electric shock.  
§ 2.   This local law takes effect immediately after it becomes law.
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� Correspondence from DOC staff on file with the Committee. 
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