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THE COUNCIL

Report Of The Infrastructure Division

Marcel Van Ooyen, Deputy Chief of Staff

COMMITTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATION

Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr., Chair

June 16, 2003

Res. No. 899


BY:

Addabbo, Jr., Avella, Baez, Barron, Clarke, Davis, 

Felder, Gennaro, Gerson, Katz, Liu, McMahon, Nelson, Quinn, Recchia, Sanders, Serrano, Weprin, Yassky and Jackson

TITLE:
Resolution recognizing September 20, 2003 as 

International Beach Cleanup Day in New York City and urging all New Yorkers to volunteer to participate in the eighteenth annual nationwide beach cleaning event.
Comment:


The Committee on Parks and Recreation will hold a hearing on June 16, 2003 to discuss and potentially vote on Res. No. 899, which recognizes September 20, 2003 as International Beach Cleanup Day in New York City, and encourages all New Yorkers to volunteer and participate in the 18th annual event.


The beach and shoreline cleanup event is primarily coordinated throughout New York State by the American Littoral Society and in 2002; over 10,730 volunteers cleaned and documented over 268,623 pounds of debris at 292 beaches across New York.  In New York City, 2,403 volunteers collected 111,710 pounds of debris, cleaning forty-nine miles of private and publicly owned shoreline at fifty-nine sites.

According to the American Littoral Society, the event’s major purposes are to clean the beach and document what litters our shores, to compile data to devise strategies to combat pollution, to increase public participation in solving the problem of pollution and to increase public awareness and appreciation of the coastal environment.

Res. No. 899
..Title

Resolution recognizing September 20, 2003 as International Beach Cleanup Day in New York City and urging all New Yorkers to volunteer to participate in the eighteenth annual nationwide beach cleaning event.
..Body

By Council Members Addabbo, Jr., Avella, Baez, Barron, Clarke, Davis, Felder, Gennaro, Gerson, Katz, Liu, McMahon, Nelson, Quinn, Recchia, Sanders, Serrano, Weprin, Yassky and Jackson

Whereas, Our nation's beaches and shoreline are a valuable natural resource that needs to be properly maintained and protected; and


Whereas, The quality of our nation's beaches is being threatened by careless littering, hazardous oil spills and other toxic releases, sewer system overflows and illegal ocean dumping; and


Whereas, The assault on our fragile coastal environment adversely impacts birds, wildlife, fish and marine life, and upsets the delicate ecological balance; and


Whereas, National beach cleanup efforts serve as an important tool to document and collect the debris that has washed up on our shore lines, and provide a vital foundation for developing appropriate remedial measures to prevent the continued assault on our fragile shorelines; and


Whereas, The City of New York has jurisdiction over 14 miles of beachfront property, not including privately owned beachfront property and waterfronts administered by the State of New York, the Port Authority and the federal government; and


Whereas, September 20, 2003 is International Beach Cleanup Day, a national effort to document debris washing up on our coastal beaches and is an event sponsored by the United States National Park Service, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation and the American Littoral Society; and

Whereas, The annual Cleanup, now in its 18th year, unites citizens from across the United States and around the globe in a day of caring for our environment and sharing of a common goal to do something about pollution in our communities; now, therefore, be it


Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York recognizes September 20, 2003 as International Beach Cleanup Day in New York City and urges all New Yorkers to volunteer to participate in the eighteenth annual nationwide beach cleaning event.
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