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PROPOSED INT. NO. 607-A:	By Council Members Krishnan, Avilés, Restler, Brewer, Gutiérrez, Schulman, Ossé, Rivera, Won, Sanchez, Bottcher, Ayala, Marte, Louis, Ung, Cabán, Hudson, Nurse, Abreu, De La Rosa, Williams, Hanif, Brooks-Powers, Dinowitz, Feliz, Narcisse and Joseph (in conjunction with the Brooklyn Borough President)
TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring tenant relocation services to the same community district, a nearby community district, or the same borough
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:	Amends section 26-301
PROPOSED INT. NO.  749-A:	By Council Members Gutiérrez, Won, Schulman, Marte, Krishnan, Restler, Cabán, Hudson, Rivera, Nurse, Ayala, Ossé, Brooks-Powers, Abreu, De La Rosa, Williams, Avilés, Hanif, Louis, Sanchez, Feliz, Joseph and Farías (in conjunction with the Brooklyn Borough President)
TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to the designation of an office or agency as responsible for assisting residents displaced by an emergency
NEW YORK CITY CHARTER:	Adds new section 20-r
PROPOSED INT. NO.  750-A:	By Council Members Gutiérrez, Schulman, Marte, Krishnan, Restler, Cabán, Won, Hudson, Rivera, Nurse, Ayala, Ossé, Brooks-Powers, Abreu, De La Rosa, Williams, Avilés, Hanif, Louis, Sanchez, Feliz, Joseph and Brewer (in conjunction with the Brooklyn Borough President)
TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring additional documentation when an owner seeks to demolish a building and reporting on the correction of violations
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:	Adds new sections 28-104.8.4 and 28-201.5 
RES. NO. 307:	By Council Members Gutiérrez, Krishnan, Cabán, Won, Hudson, Rivera, Nurse, Ayala, Schulman, Ossé, Abreu, Marte, De La Rosa, Williams, Restler, Avilés, Hanif, Louis, Sanchez, Feliz and Joseph (in conjunction with the Brooklyn Borough President)
TITLE:	A Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, legislation that limits the duration of time for which a landlord can collect payment from loss of rents insurance coverage without conducting meaningful repairs to an uninhabitable unit leased by a tenant to three months
RES. NO. 802:	By Council Members Won, Riley, Sanchez, Cabán, Marte, Hanif, Banks, Louis, Ung, Farías and De La Rosa
TITLE:	A Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, S.3886/A.5427, in relation to protecting tenants displaced due to fire

I. INTRODUCTION
On July 14, 2025, the New York City Council Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Council Member Pierina Sanchez, will hold a hearing to vote on Proposed Int. No. 607-A, sponsored by Council Member Shekar Krishnan, in relation to requiring tenant relocation services to the same community district, a nearby community district, or the same borough; Proposed Int. No. 749-A, sponsored by Council Member Jennifer Gutiérrez, in relation to the designation of an office or agency as responsible for assisting residents displaced by an emergency; Proposed Int. No. 750-A, sponsored by Council Member Gutiérrez, in relation to requiring additional documentation when an owner seeks to demolish a building and reporting on the correction of violations; Res. No. 307, by Council Member Gutiérrez, calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, legislation that limits the duration of time for which a landlord can collect payment from loss of rents insurance coverage without conducting meaningful repairs to an uninhabitable unit leased by a tenant to three months; and Res. No. 802-A, by Council Member Julie Won, calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, S.3886/A.5427, in relation to protecting tenants displaced due to fire. The Committee on Housing and Buildings heard a previous version of Proposed Int. No. 607-A on April 25, 2024. Res. Nos. 307 and 802 and previous versions of Proposed Int. Nos. 749-A and 750-A were heard by the Committee on April 3, 2025. 

II. BACKGROUND
[bookmark: _Ref193808542]The Department of Buildings (“DOB”), Department of Housing Preservation and Development (“HPD”), Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, and the New York City Fire Department may issue a vacate order when a building is deemed unsafe to occupy. Common issues that lead to the issuance of a vacate order include fire damage, structural conditions, and other immediately hazardous issues.[footnoteRef:1] Vacate orders may be partial, covering a portion of a structure, or full, covering the entirety of a structure. Depending on the condition of a building covered by a vacate order, residents may be allowed to retrieve essential items from the building, but in general are not allowed to enter until the vacate order is rescinded.[footnoteRef:2] HPD-issued vacate orders must remain posted on the entrance door of the vacated building or unit until the order is rescinded by HPD.[footnoteRef:3] [1:  “Vacate Order,” NYC Department of Buildings, available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/buildings/tenant/vacate-order.page]  [2:  “INFORMATION FOR TENANTS: VACATE ORDER ISSUED,” NYC Department of Housing Preservation & Development, available at: https://www.nyc.gov/assets/hpd/downloads/pdfs/services/hpd-vacate-order-faqs.pdf]  [3:  “Enforcement: Orders,” NYC Department of Housing Preservation & Development, supra 9.] 

In 2024, HPD issued 610 vacate orders impacting 1,534 dwelling units.[footnoteRef:4] Of those 610 vacate orders, 186 were issued in Brooklyn, 182 in the Bronx, 155 in Queens, 79 in Manhattan, and 8 in Staten Island.[footnoteRef:5] On average, vacate orders rescinded by HPD in 2024 were open for more than 2 years, with vacate orders issued due to habitability remaining open the longest (1,516 days), followed by illegal occupancy (1,252 days) and fire (448 days).[footnoteRef:6] [4:  “Order to Repair/Vacate Orders,” NYC OpenData, available at: https://data.cityofnewyork.us/Housing-Development/Order-to-Repair-Vacate-Orders/tb8q-a3ar/]  [5:  Id.]  [6:  Id.] 

Residential displacement caused by vacate orders often has a social impact on affected households. New York City (“NYC” or “City”) is a global city and home to a plurality of residents born outside of the United States and to a population that speaks over 200 different languages.[footnoteRef:7] This cultural diversity exists in a kaleidoscopic collection of neighborhoods often delineated by race or ethnicity.[footnoteRef:8] Residential displacement adds additional layers of challenges for households with language barriers, hindering some households’ ability to navigate City resources to find temporary housing and financial support, and to hold landlords accountable for making repairs and letting residents return to their homes.[footnoteRef:9] These challenges can also result in residents being placed in temporary housing or shelters located in different parts of the City with drastically different ethnic background.[footnoteRef:10] The extended duration of the average vacate order exacerbates these issues and likely causes significant discomfort and financial distress. [7:  A Diverse, Global City, NYC international business, available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/internationalbusiness/why-nyc/a-diverse-global-city.page]  [8:  Mapping of Segregation, New York Times, available at: https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/07/08/us/census-race-map.html]  [9:  J Evelly, New Laws Aim to Support NYC Tenants Displaced by Fire, City Limits (2024), available at: https://citylimits.org/new-laws-aim-to-support-nyc-tenants-displaced-by-fire/]  [10:  Id.] 

The primary resource available to households displaced by fires or other emergencies is HPD’s Emergency Housing Service (“EHS”), which provides emergency relocation services and rehousing assistance by providing households displaced by fire or City-issued vacate orders access to family centers or single-room-occupancy hotels in Manhattan, the Bronx, Brooklyn, or Queens. During Fiscal Year 2024, EHS shelters hosted more than 476 single adults and 500 families, including nearly 300 families with children.[footnoteRef:11] These stays lasted on average 592 days for single adults and 337 days for families with children.[footnoteRef:12] Displaced tenants may struggle to afford non-emergency temporary housing while their unit is being repaired, as less than 1% of apartments priced under $2,400 are available to rent according to the selected initial findings of the 2023 New York City Housing and Vacancy Survey.[footnoteRef:13]  [11:  Id.]  [12:  Id.]  [13:  2023 New York City Housing and Vacancy Survey: Selected Initial Findings, pg. 21, NYC Department of Housing Preservation & Development, available at: https://www.nyc.gov/assets/hpd/downloads/pdfs/about/2023-nychvs-selected-initial-findings.pdf   ] 

In addition to EHS shelters, HPD conducts immediate outreach to tenants displaced by vacate orders after a fire, pursuant to Local Law 89 of 2024, to ensure that tenants are aware of the available resources.[footnoteRef:14]  [14:  Local Law 89 of 2024, available at: https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6506687&GUID=17CF0160-372D-41CC-99B9-2CCE3D4242B1&Options=&Search= ] 

Some tenant organizations have reported that property owners use vacate orders to harass residents in an attempt to bring units out of rent regulation. These organizations allege that property owners have taken certain actions when vacate orders are issued—such as intentionally delaying repairs, illegally changing unit configurations, and renting out units to new occupants despite outstanding lease agreements with preexisting tenants—in an attempt to push out rent regulated tenants.[footnoteRef:15],[footnoteRef:16] Tenants forced to leave a rent stabilized or rent controlled unit due to a vacate order can file with the Division of Housing and Community Renewal (“DHCR”), a New York State agency tasked with the supervision, maintenance, and development of affordable low- and moderate-income housing in New York State, to legally reduce their rent to $1 per month for the duration of the vacate order, in order to retain the rent regulated status of the unit. [footnoteRef:17] Additionally, the Tenant Protection Unit of DHCR includes an investigatory unit to audit and investigate landlords who may be violating New York’s housing laws.[footnoteRef:18]  [15:  David Brand, “2 years after fire, Sunset Park tenants return home to frigid, remodeled apartments, “ Gothamist, available at: https://gothamist.com/news/two-years-after-fire-sunset-park-tenants-return-home-to-frigid-remodeled-apartments]  [16:  April Xu, “Families Still Waiting A Year Later to Return to Burned-Out Home in Sunset Park,” Documented, available at:  https://documentedny.com/2023/08/31/sunset-park-fire-legal-actiom/https://documentedny.com/2023/08/31/sunset-park-fire-legal-actiom/]  [17:  “INFORMATION FOR TENANTS: VACATE ORDER ISSUED,” NYC Department of Housing Preservation & Development, supra 12]  [18:  https://hcr.ny.gov/tenant-protection-unit ] 

III. LEGISLATION
Proposed Int. No. 607-A
	This bill would require HPD to relocate tenants who lost their homes due to a fire or other emergency in the same or an immediately adjacent community district upon request. When no suitable accommodation is available in the same or immediately adjacent community district, the bill would require HPD to relocate such tenants to the nearest community district in the same borough, where possible.
	This bill would take effect 180 days after it becomes law.
Proposed Int. No. 749-A

This bill would require the mayor to designate an agency or office to provide centralized support to residents displaced by a fire, natural disaster, or other emergency impacting a residential building. The designated agency or office would be required to serve as a point of contact for displaced residents by responding to inquiries and requests for assistance, and by facilitating communication between residents and relevant agencies. When an agency determines that it is safe to reoccupy a building from which residents were displaced, the designated agency or office must attempt to notify such residents, as well as the relevant community board and elected officials. 
This bill would take effect 270 days after it becomes law, except that any affected agency or office may take any steps necessary for the implementation of this local law before such effective date.
Proposed Int. No. 750-A
This bill would require DOB to publish a report on the time elapsed to correct violations in certain residential buildings, including information such as the number of days between when DOB issued a notice of violation to when DOB accepted the correction, and whether the violation remained uncorrected for more than 6 months. Additionally, when a property owner has been issued a vacate order and seeks to demolish the building, the owner would be required to submit documentation to show the steps taken to correct unresolved violations related to the vacate order before seeking to demolish a building.
This bill would take effect 270 days after becoming law, except that section two of this local law would take effect 180 days after becoming law.
Res. No. 307
Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, legislation that limits the duration of time for which a landlord can collect payment from loss of rents insurance coverage without conducting meaningful repairs to an uninhabitable unit leased by a tenant to three months.
Res. No. 802
Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, S.3886/A.5427, in relation to protecting tenants displaced due to fire.
	















Proposed Int. No. 607-A

By Council Members Krishnan, Avilés, Restler, Brewer, Gutiérrez, Schulman, Ossé, Rivera, Won, Sanchez, Bottcher, Ayala, Marte, Louis, Ung, Cabán, Hudson, Nurse, Abreu, De La Rosa, Williams, Hanif, Brooks-Powers, Dinowitz, Feliz, Narcisse and Joseph (in conjunction with the Brooklyn Borough President)

..TITLE
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring tenant relocation services to the same community district, a nearby community district, or the same borough
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


18

Section 1. The undesignated subparagraph of paragraph (a) of subdivision 1 of section 26-301 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 159 for the year 2019, is amended to read as follows:                      
 Such services may be provided as such commissioner may deem necessary, useful or appropriate for the relocation of such tenants, including but not limited to the gathering and furnishing of information as to suitable vacant accommodations, the making of studies and surveys for the purpose of locating such accommodations and the provision of facilities for the registration of such accommodations with the department of housing preservation and development by owners, lessors and managing agents of real property and others. For any tenant applying for relocation services pursuant to subparagraph (v) of this paragraph, such services may also include the provision of temporary housing. Such commissioner shall not impose any deadline or limitation of time in which a tenant may apply for relocation services pursuant to subparagraph (v) of this paragraph. Upon a request from a tenant applying for relocation services pursuant to subparagraph (v) of this paragraph, such commissioner shall relocate such tenant to suitable vacant accommodations in the same community district, or an immediately adjacent community district, as the building from which such tenant was displaced. If, following such a request, suitable vacant accommodations are unavailable in such same or any immediately adjacent community district, such commissioner shall relocate such tenant to suitable vacant accommodations in the nearest community district in the same borough, where possible. For purposes of this chapter, "temporary housing" includes, but is not limited to, hotels, motels, or other temporary shelter provided to a tenant by or on behalf of the department or provided pursuant to an agreement with the department.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 180 days after it becomes law.


NAB/APM
LS #11100
5/20/25 3:17pm


Proposed Int. No. 749-A

By Council Members Gutiérrez, Won, Schulman, Marte, Krishnan, Restler, Cabán, Hudson, Rivera, Nurse, Ayala, Ossé, Brooks-Powers, Abreu, De La Rosa, Williams, Avilés, Hanif, Louis, Sanchez, Feliz, Joseph and Farías (in conjunction with the Brooklyn Borough President)

..Title
A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to the designation of an office or agency as responsible for assisting residents displaced by an emergency
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


	Section 1. Chapter 1 of the New York city charter is amended by adding a new section 20-r to read as follows:
	§ 20-r. Residential displacement remediation. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the term “qualifying event” means a residential fire, a natural disaster, or an emergency that impacts a residential building and results in the displacement of residents, including, but not limited to, a building collapse or a gas explosion. 
	b. The mayor shall designate an agency or office to provide centralized support to residents displaced by qualifying events. The provision of such centralized support shall include, but not be limited to:
	1. Providing information on city, state, federal, and not-for-profit services available to residents displaced by a qualifying event;
	2. Developing services to facilitate the provision of centralized support for residents displaced by qualifying events;
	3. Responding to inquiries and requests for assistance submitted by residents displaced by a qualifying event;
	4. Serving as a point of contact for residents displaced by a qualifying event, including identifying the relevant agency, and monitoring and facilitating communication between such agency and such resident, for a given inquiry or concern related to such resident’s displacement or need for assistance;
	5. Maintaining a record of inquiries and requests for assistance submitted by residents and a record of the response of the agency or office designated pursuant to this subdivision and of any relevant agencies to such inquiries or requests for assistance; and
	6. Gathering and maintaining the contact information, including, but not limited to, the phone numbers or email addresses, of residents displaced by a qualifying event.
	c. The agency or office designated pursuant to subdivision b of this section shall establish an email address and telephone number to receive communications from residents displaced by qualifying events. Such email address and telephone number shall be posted online. The agency or office shall be available by both email and telephone to communicate, as described in this section, with such residents between at least the hours of 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. every day in the year except Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays. The agency or office shall, in response to inquiries submitted by residents displaced by qualifying events, provide information that may include but need not be limited to:
	1. The applicable timeline of services and deadlines following a qualifying event;
	2. The status of relevant agency inspections;
	3. The status of relevant vacate orders, such as whether a vacate order has been rescinded; 
	4. The status of permit applications filed by the owner of a relevant building; 
	5. Whether the owner of a building subject to a vacate order has requested permission from the relevant agency that residents be permitted to return to such building for the purpose of collecting personal artifacts, and, if applicable, whether the relevant agency has granted such permission;
	6. Information about assistance offered by not-for-profit organizations or city, state, and federal agencies to residents displaced by a qualifying event, including information about the emergency housing services provided by the department of housing preservation and development; and
	7. A summary of relevant agencies and their roles following a qualifying event.
	d. Upon the rescission of a vacate order associated with a qualifying event by the commissioner of buildings, the commissioner of housing preservation and development, or the commissioner of any other relevant agency, the agency or office designated pursuant to subdivision b of this section shall provide notice of the rescission of such vacate order to the community board, borough president, and council member representing the district where the qualifying event occurred, and, by email, text message, or phone call, if such contact information is known, to the residents displaced by the qualifying event that gave rise to the vacate order.
	e. The agency or office designated by the mayor pursuant to subdivision b of this section shall work in consultation with the commissioner of buildings, the commissioner of housing preservation and development, the commissioner of environmental protection, the fire commissioner, and any other relevant agency to fulfill the requirements of this section.
	§ 2. This local law takes effect 270 days after it becomes law, except that any affected agency or office may take any steps necessary for the implementation of this local law before such effective date. 

DPM/AGB
LS #10953/14692
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Proposed Int. No. 750-A

By Council Members Gutiérrez, Schulman, Marte, Krishnan, Restler, Cabán, Won, Hudson, Rivera, Nurse, Ayala, Ossé, Brooks-Powers, Abreu, De La Rosa, Williams, Avilés, Hanif, Louis, Sanchez, Feliz, Joseph and Brewer (in conjunction with the Brooklyn Borough President)

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring additional documentation when an owner seeks to demolish a building and reporting on the correction of violations
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1. Article 104 of chapter 1 of title 28 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 28-104.8.4 to read as follows:
§ 28-104.8.4 Application to demolish a building after vacate order. When an applicant seeks to demolish a residential building after the issuance of an order pursuant to section 28-207.4 but before such order has been rescinded, the applicant shall submit documentation in support of the application to demolish such building showing any steps taken to correct any violations issued by the department in connection with such order that are unresolved as of the date of such application for demolition. Such documentation may include, but is not limited to, construction documents submitted to the department, permit applications, repair estimates, and invoices. Failure to submit such documentation shall result in denial of the application. 

§ 2. Article 201 of chapter 2 of title 28 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 28-201.5 to read as follows:
§ 28-201.5 Correction of violations report. No later than July 15 of each year, the department shall submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council, and shall post conspicuously on the department’s website, a report on the time elapsed to correct violations in certain residential buildings. For each building classified as occupancy group R-2 or R-3 for which a notice of violation issued in the prior calendar year contained an order to certify correction, such report shall include, but not be limited to, for each such violation:

1. The address of the property;
2. The class of violation issued;
3. The date the notice of violation was issued;
4. The date a certificate of correction was submitted;
5. Whether the most recent certificate of correction was accepted by the department; 
6. The number of days from the service of the notice of violation to when the correction was accepted by the department; and
7. Whether the violation remained uncorrected for more than 6 months. 


§ 3. This local law takes effect 270 days after becoming law, except that section two of this local law takes effect 180 days after becoming law.


TZ/APM
LS #13013, 16348
6/30/25 9:17pm


Res. No. 307

..Title
Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, legislation that limits the duration of time for which a landlord can collect payment from loss of rents insurance coverage without conducting meaningful repairs to an uninhabitable unit leased by a tenant to three months.
..Body

By Council Members Gutiérrez, Krishnan, Cabán, Won, Hudson, Rivera, Nurse, Ayala, Schulman, Ossé, Abreu, Marte, De La Rosa, Williams, Restler, Avilés, Hanif, Louis, Sanchez, Feliz and Joseph (in conjunction with the Brooklyn Borough President)


Whereas, New Yorkers whose homes become uninhabitable due to reasons such as flooding from a storm or fire damage often must abandon their residence and find emergency or new permanent housing; and
Whereas, Emergency displacement from a home may cause immense financial and emotional harm, especially when it persists for an extended period of time; and
Whereas, When a property becomes unsafe to occupy, due to an emergency or any other reason, the Department of Buildings or the Department of Housing Preservation and Development will issue a vacate order that prevents tenants from reoccupying the property until it is sufficiently repaired; and
Whereas, According to data from the New York City Open Data portal, the average time to close a vacate order that requires repair by a landlord is over 365 days; and
Whereas, As of February 2024, there are more than 5,000 units with outstanding vacate orders that require repair by a landlord and approximately 80% of these units are located in environmental justice communities, which are low-income or minority communities in New York City; and 
Whereas, These data suggest that many landlords do not repair uninhabitable units in a timely manner even though these repairs would allow for the resumption of rent collection; and
Whereas, Loss of rents coverage, also known as fair rental value coverage, is an insurance product included in most landlord insurance policies that provides a payment equal to the value of rent generated by a covered property when that property becomes uninhabitable; and
Whereas, Loss of rents coverage reduces the incentive for landlords to repair uninhabitable units in a timely manner and thereby may extend the duration of time for which a vacated tenant is displaced; and
Whereas, The incentive to delay repairs may be especially strong when the covered property contains rent-controlled units because, in this case, a delay of repairs may coerce a rent-controlled tenant to find an alternate permanent residence, which would allow the unit to become rent stabilized or deregulated; and
Whereas, The negative externalities of loss of rents coverage could be mitigated if landlords were prohibited from indefinite collection of insurance payments unless they make meaningful repairs to leased but uninhabitable units; now, therefore, be it
	Resolved that the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, legislation that limits the duration of time for which a landlord can collect payment from loss of rents insurance coverage without conducting meaningful repairs to an uninhabitable unit leased by a tenant to three months.


AGB
LS #12188
3/04/2024




Res. No. 802

..Title
Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, S.3886/A.5427, in relation to protecting tenants displaced due to fire.
..Body

By Council Members Won, Riley, Sanchez, Cabán, Marte, Hanif, Banks, Louis, Ung, Farías and De La Rosa

Whereas, New York City has seen a string of fires that have displaced hundreds of residents over the past few years, including a May 2022 fire in Sunset Park, Brooklyn, a December 2023 fire in Sunnyside, Queens, a December 2024 fire in the Upper East Side, Manhattan, and a January 2025 fire in Allerton, Bronx; and
Whereas, New York City’s Department of Housing Preservation and Development’s (“HPD”) Emergency Housing Services (“EHS”) shelters, which comprise of family centers and single-room-occupancy hotels in Manhattan, Bronx, Brooklyn, and Queens, provide temporary shelter to households forced from their homes due to fires or city-issued vacate orders; and
Whereas, EHS shelters are not a permanent housing solution for displaced residents, with residents displaced by the 2025 fire in the Bronx stating that they were told by HPD that their next stop could be a homeless shelter as they would no longer be able to stay in an EHS shelter; and 
Whereas, According to a March 2024 report from the New York City Environment & Health Data Portal, the negative health outcomes of housing instability are well-documented , with a study published in the August 2024 issue of medical journal Pediatrics finding that any level of housing insecurity led to negative health outcomes for children; and
Whereas, New York City is experiencing a historic housing availability crisis, wherein HPD’s 2023 Housing and Vacancy Survey reported a 1.4 percent net rental vacancy rate citywide, the lowest measurement since 1968, meaning that recently displaced tenants, especially low- and moderate-income tenants, are likelier to find it nearly impossible to find housing, let alone affordable housing; and
Whereas, The building repairs process after a fire can take months, or even years, with a January 2025 news article reporting that tenants of a building in Soundview, Bronx, had been waiting 19 months for completed repairs, while tenants from a Long Island City, Queens building had been waiting more than a year, and tenants from a Sunset Park, Brooklyn building had been waiting for more than a year to return to their homes; and
Whereas, Tenants have cited property owners failing to directly respond to them to provide updates on when repairs can be expected to be completed, with some property owners failing to even begin construction work months after a fire; and
Whereas, While property owners have mentioned administrative hurdles, such as slow insurance payments, as a reason for why repairs to fire-damaged buildings take so long, elected officials, advocates, and tenants have pointed to a lack of legal and financial incentives to speedily repair buildings, with some tenants filing lawsuits to force quicker building repairs; and 
Whereas, S.3886, sponsored by State Senator Michael Gianaris and pending in the State Senate Housing, Construction And Community Development Committee, and companion bill A.5427, sponsored by State Assembly Member Claire Valdez and pending in the State Assembly Housing Committee, would require building owners found responsible for a fire that results in a vacate order to cover the costs of a temporary apartment for displaced tenants until building repairs are completed; and
Whereas, S.3886/A.5427 would provide incentive for negligent building owners to complete building repairs faster, allowing displaced tenants to return to their original homes sooner; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, S.3886/A.5427, in relation to protecting tenants displaced due to fire. 
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LS #18925, 18927, 18933
3/7/2025
16

21


1



22



image1.emf
 


