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PROPOSED INT. NO. 308-A:
By:
Council Members Vacca, Avella, Nelson, Liu, Arroyo, White Jr., Mendez, McMahon and Oddo.

TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the probation of professional engineers and registered architects.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends title 27 by adding a new section 27-143.1 to article 9 of subchapter one of chapter one.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS:

On January 30, 2007, the Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Council Member Erik Martin Dilan, will conduct a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 308-A, A Local Law to amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, in relation to the probation of professional engineers and registered architects.  The Council is concerned about the quality of building construction, including renovations, and the performance of individuals who certify that any building plans are in accordance with the City’s Building Code and any other applicable law.  The practice of professional certification (a/k/a self-certification) by certain architects and engineers has sometimes led to inappropriate building practices in the City.  The Committee first heard testimony on Int. No. 308 on September 21, 2006 from representatives of the Department of Buildings, other professionals and members of the general public who are concerned with this topic.

Proposed Int. No. 308-A

Bill section one amends the Building Code to provide for a new section 27-143.1 to impose plan examination requirements by the Department of Buildings when submitted by certain professionals on probation.  The provision is drafted to specifically deal with plans submitted by any Professional Engineer (P.E.) or Registered Architect (R.A.) that was subject to sanction by the Board of Regents pursuant to Section 6511 of the State Education Law that resulted in said licensee being placed on probation.  The bill provides that the Department of Buildings examine all portions of any application for the approval of plans and all plans submitted in connection therewith, as well as any amendments thereto when such application, plan or amendment was submitted by any Professional Engineer or Registered Architect that was put on probation by such Board of Regents for the duration of time that such licensee is subject to such probation.

Bill section two provides that this law would become effective immediately upon enactment.

Amendments to Int. No. 308
The section heading for section 27-143.1 of the Building Code was amended to more accurately reflect that this provision is meant to address DOB’s examination of applications and plans submitted by professionals that have been placed on probation by the State Board of Regents.  The amendment was meant to clarify the scope of the new code section by referring to probation by the “State Board of Regents” as opposed to any other type of probation or probationary period that a professional could be subject to.
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