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I. INTRODUCTION
On March 12, 2025, the Committee on Governmental Operations, State and Federal Legislation, chaired by Council Member Lincoln Restler, held a vote on Introduction Number (“Int. No.”), 564-A, sponsored by Council Member Brewer, in relation to creating an archive of official government social media accounts and Res. 740, sponsored by Council Member Restler, calling on the State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, S.590/A.3665, which would eliminate the rule that provides whenever a city charter commission puts a proposal on the local ballot, other referendum proposals are barred from the ballot. On September 19, 2024, the Committee held a hearing on a previous version of this bill. The Committee received testimony from representatives from the Department of Citywide the Department of Records and Information Services (“DORIS”), advocacy organizations, and other members of the public. Int. No. 564-A passed with 8 votes in the affirmative, 0 votes in the negative, and 0 abstentions. Res. No. 740 passed with 8 votes in the affirmative, 0 votes in the negative, and 0 abstentions.
II. BACKGROUND
a. Department of Citywide the Department of Records and Information Services

Established in 1977, DORIS preserves and provides public access to New York City Government’s records, both past and present.[footnoteRef:2] DORIS is responsible for ensuring that all City records are maintained following professional archive and record management practices and that all materials are available to diverse communities, both online and in person.[footnoteRef:3]  DORIS’s Municipal Records Management Division is responsible for administering the City government’s records management policies.[footnoteRef:4] [2:  New York City Records and Information Services. Overview. NYC.GOV. Available at https://www.nyc.gov/site/records/about/overview.page.]  [3:  Id. ]  [4:  City of New York. Preliminary Mayor’s Management Report. Jan. 2025. Available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/operations/downloads/pdf/pmmr2025/2025_pmmr.pdf] 

DORIS maintains a publicly accessible archive of official social media accounts of New York City agencies.[footnoteRef:5] The Department archives, and makes available, all posts to and from all official City social media accounts from 2011 to the present.[footnoteRef:6] DORIS currently does not archive the official social media accounts of individual elected officials, such as council members, the Public Advocate or the current Comptroller.[footnoteRef:7] The only elected officials’ social media accounts currently archived by DORIS are from Mayor Eric Adams and the former Comptroller Scott Stringer.[footnoteRef:8] [5:  New York City Government – Social Media Archive. Available at https://nyc.gov.archivesocial.com/]  [6:  New York City Executive Office. DORIS handout on social media and web records. NYC DEPT. OF RECORDS AND INFO. SERVS. Dec. 25, 2021. Available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/records/pdf/Records-Management/DORIS%20handout%20on%20social%20media%20and%20web%20records%20final%202021-12-25.pdf]  [7:  Id. ]  [8:  DORIS, New York City Government Social Media Archives. Available at https://nyc.gov.archivesocial.com/] 

b. Ballot “Bumping”

The New York State Constitution and state law grant the City general powers and rights, while the organization of City government and the distribution of these powers are set forth in the New York City Charter.[footnoteRef:9] Since the adoption of the first City Charter in 1897, it has been amended more than 100 times.[footnoteRef:10] While the most common method of changing the Charter is through local law, certain significant changes must be approved by the voters at an election.[footnoteRef:11] There are three ways a proposed change to the Charter can appear on the ballot: (1) following the passage of a local law that directs that the local law be submitted to the electorate for approval; (2) by a petition that gathers a requisite number of signatures; or (3) through a Charter Revision Commission, created by the Mayor, the City Council, or by petition.[footnoteRef:12]   [9:  N.Y. Const. art. IX, see generally N.Y. Stat. of Local Gov'ts Law and N.Y. Mun. Home Rule Law.]  [10:  See Laws of 1897, ch. 378; N.Y.C. Charter Revision Comm’n, Final Report of the 2010 N.Y.C. Charter Revision Comm’n,]  [11:  N.Y. Mun. Home Rule Law § 23; N.Y.C. Charter § 38. ]  [12:  Id.] 

Under state law, ballot questions submitted by a Mayor-created Charter Revision Commission “bump” questions relating to Charter revision submitted by petition or local law, meaning that they do not appear on the ballot that year.[footnoteRef:13] This provision has been used by several mayors to keep disfavored proposals off the ballot.   [13:  N.Y. State Municipal Home Rule Law § 36(5)(e). ] 

In 1998 Mayor Giuliani used a Charter Review Commission to block a measure that would prohibit public money from being used to build a stadium for the New York Yankees outside of the Bronx.[footnoteRef:14] In 2003, Mayor Bloomberg used a Charter Review Commission to prevent a proposal addressing school class sizes from appearing on the ballot.[footnoteRef:15] In 2024, Mayor Eric Adams announced that he would convene a Charter Revision Commission to determine “how to make New York City’s municipal government more responsive and transparent to the city’s residents.”[footnoteRef:16] The Commission was announced only a few days before the City Council was to set to introduce legislation that would have required the Mayor to obtain the advice and consent of the City Council for 21 commissioner-level appointments.[footnoteRef:17] The bill stipulated that it would only go into effect if approved by the voters.[footnoteRef:18] The Mayor’s Commission chose to bump the referendum on this local law off the November 2024 ballot.[footnoteRef:19] Most recently, in 2025 Mayor Adams convened a Charter Revision Commission that could prevent a Council-initiated Charter Review Commission from putting its own proposals before voters.[footnoteRef:20]  [14:  Dan Barry, Charter Panel’s Mayoral Misery Tour; Giuliani Tactic Draws Eccentricity and Anger in 5 Boroughs, N.Y. TIMES, Jul. 16, 1998, available at http://www.nytimes.com/1998/07/16/nyregion/charter-panel-s-mayoral-misery-tour-giuliani-tactic-draws-eccentricity-anger-5.html; Int. 335-1998.]  [15:  David M. Herszenhorn, Group Wants the City Charter To Set Limits on Class Sizes, N.Y. TIMES, Aug. 19, 2003, available at http://www.nytimes.com/2003/08/19/nyregion/group-wants-the-city-charter-to-set-limits-on-class-sizes.html; Michael Cooper, Appeals Court Blocks Vote On Lowering City Class Sizes, N.Y. TIMES, Oct. 21, 2003, available at http://www.nytimes.com/2003/10/21/nyregion/appeals-court-blocks-vote-on-lowering-city-class-sizes.html.]  [16:  Office of the Mayor. Mayor Adams Announces New Charter Revision Comm’n. NYC.GOV. (May 21, 2024) Available at https://www.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/401-24/mayor-adams-new-charter-revision-commission.]  [17:  Dana Rubenstein. Adams vs. Adams: A Power Struggle in New York City Turns Ugly. N.Y. TIMES. (May 21, 2024) Available at https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/21/nyregion/city-council-eric-adams.html.]  [18:  Id.]  [19:  Dana Rubenstein. Mayor Adams Dodges a City Council Threat by Making One of His Own. N.Y. TIMES. (July 23, 2024) Available at https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/23/nyregion/charter-revision-adams-council.html.]  [20:  See Sahalie Donaldson and Holly Pretsky Eric Adams administration convenes second Charter Revision Commission focused on land use. City & State New York, December 11, 2024 available at https://www.cityandstateny.com/politics/2024/12/sources-eric-adams-call-second-charter-revision-commission-housing-sanctuary-policies/401593/] 

III. LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS
Int. No. 564-A - A Local Law to amend the New York city charter and the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to creating an archive of official government social media accounts
This bill would require the New York City Department of Records and Information Services to create a publicly available and searchable online database of every post to a social media platform by any official government account. In addition, all agencies and offices of elected officials would be required to annually provide to DORIS with information about official social media accounts associated with the agency or elected official. That information would be provided in a form designated by DORIS.
This bill would go into effect 120 days after it becomes law.
Res. No. 740 - Resolution calling on  the State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, S.590/A.3665, which would eliminate the rule that provides whenever a city charter commission puts a proposal on the local ballot, other referendum proposals are barred from the ballot.
	This resolution would call on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign S.590/A.3665, which would amend the Municipal Home Rule Law § 36 to remove the provision that provides that when a mayoral created city charter revision commission puts a proposal on the ballot, all other local referendum proposals are barred from the ballot. This would prevent the Mayor from keeping referendum or Council initiated charter revision commission proposals from appearing on the ballot by creating a charter revision commission. 


Proposed Int. No. 564-A

By Council Members Brewer, Hanif, Cabán, Brannan and Farías

..Title
A Local Law to amend the New York city charter and the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to creating an archive of official government social media accounts
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Paragraphs e and f of subdivision 2 of section 3004 of the New York city charter, as amended by local law number 11 for the year 2003, are amended to read as follows: 
e. collect, compile, and maintain data and information pertaining to the operation of the city as well as other municipalities, governmental bodies, and public authorities and arrange for the exchange, sale, purchase, and loan of information materials from and with legislative and research services, libraries, and institutions in other municipalities, governmental bodies, and public authorities; [and]
f. ensure that each report, document, study, or publication that is electronically transmitted to the department of records and information services pursuant to section 1133 of the charter is made available to the public on or through the website of the department, or its successor's website, within ten business days of publication, issuance, release, or transmittal to the council or mayor[.]; and
§ 2. Subdivision 2 of section 3004 of the New York city charter is amended by adding a new paragraph g to read as follows:
g. maintain a publicly accessible and searchable online database that contains all publicly viewable content and metadata shared by an official government social media account. 
§ 3. Section 3011 of the New York city charter is amended by adding new subdivisions 10 and 11 to read as follows: 
10. “Social media platform” means a website or application that enables users to publish and share information. 
11. “Official government social media account” means any account provided to the department of records and information services pursuant to section 23-202 of the administrative code. 
§ 4. Chapter 2 of title 23 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 23-202 to read as follows:
§ 23-202 Official government social media accounts. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Elected official. The term “elected official” means the mayor, comptroller, public advocate, each borough president, and each member of the council.
Social media platform. The term “social media platform” means a website or application that enables users to publish and share information.
b. No later than January 31 of each year, each agency, and the office of each elected official, shall provide to the department of records and information services information related to any account on a social media platform associated with such agency or elected official and identified as an official government account. Such information shall be provided in a form and manner designated by the department. 
§ 5. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.
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Res. No. 740
 
Resolution calling on the State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, S.590/A.3665, which would eliminate the rule that provides whenever a city charter commission puts a proposal on the local ballot, other referendum proposals are barred from the ballot.
 
By Council Members Restler, Brooks-Powers, Brewer, Hudson, Cabán, Brannan, Avilés, Menin, Hanif, Gennaro, Marte, Bottcher, De La Rosa, Sanchez, Banks, Krishnan, The Speaker (Council Member Adams), Williams, Farías, Banks and Won
 
Whereas, The New York City Charter sets out the organization, powers, functions and essential procedures of the city government; and
Whereas, Since the adoption of the first city charter in 1897, it has been amended over 100 times; and
Whereas, The most common method for amending the charter is through local law; and
Whereas, Although the charter can be amended through local law, certain significant changes must be approved by the voters at an election; and
Whereas, The New York City Charter can be changed through a Charter Revision Commission, created by the Mayor, the City Council, or by petition; and
Whereas, Under New York State law, when a Mayor-created Charter Revision Commission places a proposal on the ballot, certain other ballot proposals are barred; and
Whereas, In May of 2024, legislation was introduced in the New York City Council to require Council advice and consent for 21 commissioner-level appointments, which would require approval in a citywide voter referendum in order to go into effect; and
Whereas, Just a few hours after the New York Times informed Mayor Adams about the Council’s intent to introduce the advice and consent legislation, the Mayor’s office put out a news release announcing the formation of a Charter Revision Commission; and
Whereas, The Mayor’s Charter Review Commission reviewed the entire City Charter, held public meetings and made recommendations to amend the Charter, all within a 9-week time frame; and
Whereas, The first public hearing held by the Mayor’s Charter Review Commission was held on May 29 and the final meeting took place less than 60 days later, on July 25; and
Whereas, The Mayor’s Charter Review Commission held only twelve public hearings in the five boroughs; and
Whereas, The ballot questions proposed by the Mayor’s Charter Revision Commission ultimately prevented the Council’s advice and consent proposal from being placed on the general election ballot; and
Whereas, On November 12, 2024, the New York City Council passed Introduction Number 1088-A, which established a Council-initialed Charter Revision Commission; and
Whereas, On December 12, 2024, Mayor Adams announced the formation of a second Charter Revision Commission; and
Whereas, If the Mayor’s Charter Revision Commission ultimately proposes ballot questions, the Council’s Charter Revision Commission will be barred from putting its own questions on the general election ballot; and
Whereas, Mayor Adams is not the first Mayor to use a Charter Review Commission to keep a Council-passed measure off the ballot; and
Whereas, In 1998 then-Mayor Giuliani created a Charter Revision Commission to block a referendum that would have prevented the use of public funds to build new Yankee Stadium on the west side of Manhattan; and
Whereas, In 2003, and again in 2005, then-Mayor Bloomberg used Charter Revision Commissions to keep referendums on class size off the ballot; and
Whereas, S.590, introduced in the New York State Senate by Senator Liz Krueger, and pending in the New York State Senate, and its companion bill A 3665, introduced in the New York State Assembly by Assembly Member Tony Simone and pending in the New York State Assembly would eliminated the rule that bars certain other referenda from the ballot when a City Charter Commission puts a proposal on the local ballot; and
Whereas, New York State Home Rule law already has a provision that if two conflicting ballot measures are approved, the provision that receives the most votes prevails; and
Whereas, There is no reason that proposals from multiple sources cannot or should not appear on a ballot at the same time; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, S.590/A.3665, which would eliminate the rule that provides whenever a city charter commission puts a proposal on the local ballot, other referendum proposals are barred from the ballot .
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