New York City Council 
Memorandum in Support of Legislation 
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council. 
 
Introduction Number: 
Int. No. 912 
 
Prime Sponsors: 
Council Member Harvey Epstein 
 
Bill Title: 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to prohibiting the sale of birds in pet shops
 
Submitted by: 
Council Member Harvey Epstein 
 
Justification: 
Birds for sale in pet stores primarily originate in out-of-state bird commercial breeding facilities. In these facilities, birds typically face unsanitary and overcrowded conditions and are often unable to fly. Birds live for several decades and, as a result, are often abandoned or released by owners who did not understand the commitment to provide care. Birds additionally suffer in cages where they are unable to fly at great distances and experience rich biodiversity. This bill removes the financial incentives sustaining unethical bird mills while facilitating greater adoption of birds from existing overwhelmed animal rescue centers. 
 
This bill prohibits the transferring or selling of birds by stores. This only refers to birds typically kept as a pet or companion animal, including parrots, cockatiels, finches, parakeets, and macaws, and does not prohibit the selling of poultry birds. 

