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          1  COMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND BUILDINGS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Welcome to

          3  the Committee on Housing and Buildings. This is a

          4  big day for all of us. It's the culmination of a lot

          5  of hard work on the part of DOB, the Housing and

          6  Buildings staff, and of course we moved from this

          7  right into the next phase, we don't give you any

          8  breather at all, we start on the Building Code after

          9  this.

         10                 We're here today to conduct a second

         11  hearing on Intro. Number 284, in relation to the

         12  Electrical Code.

         13                 My colleagues that are here with me

         14  so far are Council Member James Oddo, Council Member

         15  Joel Rivera, and Council Member Leroy Comrie. And of

         16  course, I'm Madeline Provenzano.

         17                 Just to give a little background for

         18  those of us that may need a little refresher. This

         19  bill was developed in response to the parameters

         20  contained in Local Law 64 of 2001.

         21                 When passed, this bill will result in

         22  the adoption of the 1999 version of NFPA 70, the

         23  National Electrical Code, along with appropriate

         24  amendments deemed necessary to meet any unique

         25  circumstances found in New York City.
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          2                 This national code with amendments

          3  will constitute the new New York City electrical

          4  code, and will ensure that all building and

          5  rebuilding efforts benefit from these updated

          6  technical standards.

          7                 To reiterate some of the significant

          8  details, Local Law 64 mandated that proposed

          9  amendments to the 1999 version of the National

         10  Electrical Code be submitted by the Commissioner of

         11  Buildings to the Council by September 30th, 2002.

         12                 These amendments were to accommodate

         13  the characteristics, peculiarities and nuances of

         14  the City that might affect any particular safety

         15  requirements for buildings and structures in our

         16  City.

         17                 Such amendments would then be

         18  considered by the City Council, and if passed, will

         19  become the electrical code technical standards.

         20                 Intro. No. 284 before us today is the

         21  compilation of these proposed amendments to the

         22  National Electrical Code and was designed by the

         23  Administration after much consultation with

         24  representatives of the electrical industry, the

         25  construction industry, the utilities and the real
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          2  estate industry.

          3                 On behalf of the Committee, I would

          4  like to thank the Department of Buildings, and the

          5  members of the two panels that were convened by DOB,

          6  for the purpose of reviewing the 1999 version of the

          7  NEC, the Electrical Code Advisory Panel, and the

          8  Electrical Code Revision and Interpretation

          9  Committee.

         10                 The bill was fashioned to incorporate

         11  the suggestions and decisions reached by these two

         12  panels, whose members are to be credited with

         13  developing amendments with the NEC, and examining

         14  submissions in this regard.

         15                 In the future, regular updating of

         16  the technical standards will occur through this same

         17  process.

         18                 The amendments in this bill will

         19  bring New York City in line with the 1999 addition

         20  of the NEC.

         21                 After their adoption, proposed

         22  amendments to the 2002 addition of the NEC are to be

         23  submitted by the Commissioner of Buildings to the

         24  Council by September 30th of next year, 2003, for

         25  consideration.
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          2                 Afterwards, whenever the NEC

          3  publishes a new addition, it will be reviewed in

          4  order to develop amendments for submission to the

          5  Council to upgrade our electrical code on a regular

          6  basis.

          7                 In light of September 11th, the

          8  passage of this legislation is one of the most

          9  significant steps that the City can take toward our

         10  rebuilding efforts.

         11                 Nevertheless, the importance and the

         12  historical nature of this bill is significant to

         13  this City on its own merits.

         14                 With the successful passage of this

         15  bill, the City will have adopted a model code,

         16  encompassing many of the latest advances in the

         17  electrical industry, yet helping to ensure safety

         18  and dependability in our City.

         19                 We're also joined by Council Member

         20  Kendall Stewart. And if we could get some of those

         21  other folks, we'll vote. I'm sure you guys don't

         22  want to say anything anymore, you're all talked out

         23  on this? Okay.

         24                 MS. NASSER: Okay, we're going to

         25  begin the vote right now. We do have a quorum.
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          2  Intro. 284, amending the administrative code of the

          3  City of New York in relation to the electrical code,

          4  repealing Section 23 of Local Law 64 for the Year

          5  2001 relating to the electrical code.

          6                 The vote on Intro. 284, Council

          7  Member Provenzano.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Yes.

          9                 MS. NASSER: Council Member Rivera.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Yes.

         11                 MS. NASSER: Council Member Comrie.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Madam Chair,

         13  can I explain my vote, please?

         14                 I just want to congratulate again, I

         15  know I said it before the hearing, the DOB staff for

         16  their magnificent efforts in bringing consensus in

         17  an area that two years ago we thought there could

         18  never be consensus. And it shows that when there's a

         19  will there's a way.

         20                 I want to congratulate the staff. I

         21  know that they worked on this a long time, to

         22  develop consensus and to show all aspects of the

         23  industry that they could work together once they got

         24  behind closed doors, and I hope that that would be

         25  the start of a real productive future for industry,
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          2  business and government.

          3                 So, congratulations, again, for the

          4  staff.

          5                 MS. NASSER: And how do you vote?

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I vote happily

          7  aye.

          8                 MS. NASSER: Council Member Fidler.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         10                 MS. NASSER: Council Member Jackson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Madam Chair,

         12  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         13                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Where are

         14  you?

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Right behind

         16  you.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you.

         19                 I just wanted to compliment the team

         20  that did all of the legwork behind this important

         21  legislation, and you, Madam Chair, and your staff,

         22  for making sure that this Committee was up to speed

         23  in all aspects of it. And, so, I happily vote aye.

         24                 MS. NASSER: Council Member Stewart.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.
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          2                 MS. NASSER: Council Member Oddo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

          4  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

          5                 At the last hearing I jokingly made

          6  comments about how everyone was getting along, and I

          7  just want to join Council Members Jackson and Comrie

          8  and congratulating you, Madam Chair, and the folks

          9  in the Administration.

         10                 Despite the fact that there's no

         11  press in the room, clearly this is an important

         12  piece of legislation, a very technical bill, and the

         13  fact that there was so much agreement is a credit to

         14  all of you who are involved. I tip my hat to you.

         15                 And one just editorial point. A

         16  complex bill like this was passed out, despite the

         17  fact that we're in serious negotiations on budget,

         18  proving I think that the Council can sort of chew

         19  gum and walk at the same time, and that no other

         20  bill before this body really needs to wait until

         21  after we pass a budget.

         22                 We can do many things at once, and I

         23  commend all of the folks involved in it.

         24                 MS. NASSER: And you vote?

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I vote aye.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: We have, I

          3  think, one or two members still coming up.

          4                 MS. NASSER: Yes. So, at this point in

          5  time the measure has passed, and the vote is seven

          6  in the affirmative, none in the negative, no

          7  abstentions, and we'll leave the vote open for the

          8  other members who might show.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Okay, thank

         10  you.

         11                 I'd just like to thank everybody

         12  again. And my colleague mentioned no press. Of

         13  course, when you do everything right and everything

         14  goes smoothly and it's a really good thing, you

         15  never get press because that's not important to the

         16  media.

         17                 I would like to just mention my staff

         18  people again. Terzah Nasser, Sara Marks and David

         19  Pechefsky, he always kinds of hides over there, and

         20  I think now that we've done this and we've done it

         21  so well, the Building Code will take a much shorter

         22  time because now we know how to do it.

         23                 So, thank everyone, and please, my

         24  appreciation to Patricia Lancaster once again. Thank

         25  you.
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          2                 Okay, we have Council Member Brewer.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Short and

          5  sweet. Thank you. Our meeting is in recess.

          6                 (Hearing recessed at 11:35 a.m.)

          7                 MS. NASSER: Okay, so for the tape,

          8  the measure was passed, eight in the affirmative,

          9  none in the negative and no abstentions.
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the
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         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the
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         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 20th day of November 2002.

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

                                                            12

          1

          2             C E R T I F I C A T I O N

          3

          4

          5

          6

          7

          8

          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24                 -----------------------

                              CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

         25

