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	TITLE:
	AN ACT to amend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to  calibration checks for weigh in motion violation monitoring systems



I. BACKGROUND
	Due to concerns about the structural integrity of portions of the Brooklyn-Queens Expressway (BQE)—specifically the “triple cantilevered” section in the Brooklyn Heights neighborhood—in 2021 the State enacted the BQE Truck Weight bill (A.2316A and S.2740B), authorizing the New York City Department of Transportation (DOT) to create a pilot program using a weigh-in-motion system to track and fine overweight vehicles. Such a weigh-in-motion system would determine if vehicles, specifically trucks, passing over that designated portion of the BQE comply with weight restrictions and would allow DOT to impose monetary penalties on the owners of such vehicles if they do not. But despite previous announcements that DOT would have this system operational by January 2023, it has since delayed implementation. DOT has attributed this delay to, among other things, the fact that the weigh-in-motion technology it uses is not currently covered by federal calibration protocols.
	The bill would seek to overcome this delay by allowing either DOT and the State Department of Agriculture and Markets to jointly set the calibration standards through an agreement, or in the alternative allowing DOT to adopt applicable reference standards. The current language in the relevant section of the vehicle and traffic law which prescribes the use of a standard set by the American Society for Testing and Materials would be deleted.
II. PROPOSED LEGISLATION
	Section one of this bill amends subdivision 3 of section 385-a of the vehicle and traffic law to authorize DOT and the State Department of Agriculture and Markets to enter a memorandum of agreement stating calibration standards for use every six months when each weigh in motion system installed as part of the BQE pilot undergoes a calibration check. Alternatively, it permits DOT to unilaterally adopt an applicable reference standard for such use.
	Section two of this bill is the effective date.
III. FISCAL IMPLICATIONS
	See Council Finance Division fiscal impact statement.
IV. EFFECTIVE DATE
	This bill takes effect immediately.
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