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          1  COMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND BUILDINGS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Good morning.

          3  I'm Council Member Madeline Provenzano, Chair of the

          4  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

          5                 Today we have one item on the agenda

          6  for consideration and that is proposed Intro. No.

          7  42-A, a local law to amend the administrative code

          8  of the City of New York in relation to equal access

          9  to bathroom facilities.

         10                 Proposed Intro. No. 42-A was drafted

         11  to provide for an increase in the availability of

         12  bathrooms for women, by altering the number of water

         13  closets that must be provided at certain places of

         14  assembly.

         15                 The bill would apply to new

         16  construction to alterations and to conversions

         17  involving a change in the occupancy group of a

         18  building or a space.

         19                 The amended version of the bill that

         20  is before this Committee was reached after

         21  discussions and input from concerned representatives

         22  of the real estate community and from the

         23  Administration.

         24                 Although, the present Building Code

         25  requires that there be an equal number of men's and
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          2  women's water closets, or as I like to call them

          3  ladies' powder rooms.

          4                 The sponsors of this legislation

          5  believe that the current requirement ignores

          6  reality, as it often takes women a longer period of

          7  time to use the bathroom than men.

          8                 Thus, this bill would require that

          9  there be twice as many water closets for women as

         10  there are for men at certain places of assembly as

         11  contained in the bill, specifically arenas, bars,

         12  concert halls, convention halls, motion picture

         13  theaters, public dance halls, stadiums and theaters.

         14                 The bill attempts to provide equity

         15  and fairness to what is deemed by many to be

         16  presently an unequal situation.

         17                 This bill provides that the minimum

         18  required number of water closets in any arena,

         19  concert hall, park, convention hall, motion picture

         20  theater, private dance hall, stadium or theater

         21  shall be in accordance with the newly-created

         22  provisions to address the minimum number of water

         23  closets in places of public assembly.

         24                 Under these provisions, the new

         25  minimum requirements apply to bathrooms open to the
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          2  general public in any specified place of public

          3  assembly, as so identified in the bill, and apply:

          4                 - to new buildings or spaces;

          5                 - to existing buildings or spaces

          6  that are altered and undergo a change in occupancy

          7  group classification;.

          8                 - to existing buildings or spaces

          9  that undergo alterations where the cost of making

         10  alterations exceed 30 percent of the value of the

         11  building or space and provided that the bathroom or

         12  bathrooms are part of the alterations; and

         13                 - 4) to existing buildings or spaces

         14  that undergo alterations where the cost of making

         15  alterations exceed fifty percent of the value of

         16  such building or space.

         17                 Please see the bill and accompanying

         18  report for any additional details, exclusions and

         19  permissible waivers.

         20                 I think we've pretty much talked to

         21  the folks that have problems with it. I think we've

         22  now come up with a good bill. I know we joke about

         23  it and tease a lot, and I know all of you gentlemen

         24  agree with us that this is a good bill and is needed

         25  because I watch you running into the mens' room as
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          2  we women are standing on line waiting to get into

          3  the ladies' room. You can zoom in and zoom out and

          4  we're, you know, seven, eight, ten people in front

          5  of us waiting to get into the ladies' room.

          6                 James, would you like to make a

          7  comment? And as I said off camera, and I'll say it

          8  on, I have used many a mens' room. What I do is, my

          9  husband goes in first, checks it out, makes sure

         10  there is nobody there, then I'll go in and, you

         11  know, he stands by the door. Because many times the

         12  mens' room is empty and we women are just hanging

         13  out waiting.

         14                 So, I am glad that our Councilwoman

         15  Yvette Clarke had the good sense to come up with

         16  this legislation, and I know she wants to say a few

         17  words.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you so

         19  much, Madam Chair.

         20                 Since the introduction of this

         21  legislation, the antidotes about women and their

         22  experiences and the men who love them and their

         23  experiences have been just tremendous.

         24                 This is certainly a piece of

         25  legislation whose time has come.
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          2                 This really goes to the essence of

          3  the quality of life for women in the City. And we've

          4  been talking about the women a lot, but just think

          5  about the little girls who were conditioned from

          6  childhood to wait in line to us restrooms, when we

          7  can avoid that, when we reached a point in our

          8  development as a society to bring able to bring some

          9  equity to this situation, and that's truly what this

         10  legislation is about. And I want to just really

         11  thank my colleagues, there's been a lot of making

         12  light of this issue, but I think in all reality

         13  we've experienced this, whether you're male or

         14  female, just recognizing that this has truly been an

         15  issue for a long time. I don't know how far back it

         16  goes, but I know throughout my lifetime this has

         17  been something I've been conditioned to sort of

         18  accept and deal with.

         19                 Today we change that. We change that

         20  for the young girls growing up in our communities.

         21  We changed that for our seniors, our grandmothers

         22  who are put through that type of indignity of having

         23  to wait on line. We changed that for pregnant women,

         24  who we know have always an urgency when it comes to

         25  utilizing restroom facilities, and we changed that
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          2  for the men who have had to sort of stop what

          3  they're doing to wait for the women who are waiting

          4  in line.

          5                 So, thank you so much, my colleagues,

          6  for seeing how this can really change the conditions

          7  in our City for a very significant part of our City

          8  and that is our female population. And thank you,

          9  Madam Chair, for really being a steward over this

         10  legislation and making sure that it will come to

         11  fruition today.

         12                 Thank you, all.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Thank you.

         14                 I would just like to add some

         15  comments.

         16                 We've gotten several calls from the

         17  disabled community. So, I would like to point out

         18  that the Council, because they've received so many

         19  inquiries -- let's see, I started off instead of

         20  reading this -- their concern being that the bill

         21  does not address and specifically provide for access

         22  by the disabled.

         23                 For the record, the provisions for

         24  accessible bathrooms are addressed in other portions

         25  of the code, the reference standards, and in the
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          2  relevant provisions of the Americans With

          3  Disabilities Act, and that compliance with those

          4  provisions are triggered when the appropriate

          5  thresholds are reached.

          6                 Generally speaking, with regard to

          7  the Building Code and access provisions, there will

          8  be an overlap in some, if not many cases, where

          9  compliance with, both sets of requirements

         10  pertaining to bathrooms will need to be made.

         11                 If upon further consideration and

         12  review it is determined that this matter needs to be

         13  adjusted in this Committee or the appropriate

         14  committee of the Council, we'd be happy to consider

         15  any necessary amendments.

         16                 I think in essence what we're trying

         17  to say is there already are provisions set in place

         18  as you see, as you go into new buildings, you know,

         19  they all now have handicapped accessible bathrooms.

         20  So, there are rules that apply, aside from this

         21  legislation.

         22                 So, now we can take a vote.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vote on Intro. 42-A.

         24  Council Member Provenzano.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: I vote yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I vote aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I'd just like

          8  to congratulate Council Member Clarke. Clearly,

          9  since this bill was brought out, I've gotten so many

         10  positive requests and feedback from every woman that

         11  I've encountered that heard about the bill,

         12  including my wife, and truly it just brings us in

         13  line with the rest of the world, and it's a good

         14  place to be.

         15                 So, I've had that experience of

         16  having to block doors for people and make sure that

         17  people had access or do events. We had to make sure

         18  that for that particular day there were extra

         19  bathrooms for women.

         20                 So, I think that this is a good bill,

         21  and I'm glad that the Administration and all of the

         22  entities that are affected by it worked out this

         23  compromise so it could be done.

         24                 I vote aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: May I be

          3  excused to explain my vote, Madam Chair?

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 First of all, Yvette, thank you for

          6  putting forward this bill. Many of you know that in

          7  my household there's nothing but women. I'm the only

          8  man in my household. My wife and my three girls and

          9  my female cat.

         10                 And we have two bathrooms in our

         11  apartment, we're fortunate. And when we talk about

         12  moving to a large apartment, in which we only talk

         13  about it, I wish we only could, but my wife said if

         14  it doesn't have two bathrooms, forget about it.

         15                 But also from a personal note, Madam

         16  Chair, I worked for a labor union and we were two

         17  blocks here, and the women were complaining that

         18  there were not enough bathrooms. And in fact, we

         19  looked at the situation, in the men's room it had a

         20  urinal and it had two stalls. The women's room had

         21  one toilet and that was it. And, so, we resolved

         22  that situation pretty easily. The superintendent

         23  came down and he said, okay, and he switched from

         24  men's to women and so now at Union Hall they have

         25  two stalls and the men only have one.
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          2                 So, we resolved that real quick, and

          3  I only hope that we can resolve that for women

          4  throughout this City and country that quickly, so

          5  that women do not have to wait five, ten minutes, in

          6  long lines outside of the restrooms in order to

          7  relieve and take care of their personal business.

          8                 So, Yvette and everybody else, I say

          9  thank you. And I wholeheartedly on behalf of my

         10  wife, my three girls and my cat and myself, vote

         11  aye.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Thank you,

         13  Council Member Jackson.

         14                 And you know, as I'm thinking about

         15  it now, I think maybe we have to do something about

         16  the bathrooms, bathrooms right here in City Hall.

         17  They still go back to the days when all of the

         18  Council members were men. So, we may have to take a

         19  look at that.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Madam Chair,

         22  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         23                 I just want to congratulate the

         24  sponsor of this bill, Councilwoman Clarke for her

         25  forward thinking. And this bill really reflects the
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          2  reality of the physiological differences between men

          3  and women and just confirms that men are from Mars

          4  and women are from Venus. And, so, again, I vote aye

          5  on this and congratulations.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: If Jackson is

          8  voting for his wife and his three daughters and his

          9  cat, does that count as one vote?

         10                 I will vote yes, Madam Chair.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: And that's

         12  it?

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: And that's it.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Okay.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of seven in

         16  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         17  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         18                 Council Members, please sign the

         19  Committee report.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Thank all of

         21  you.

         22                 Thank you, Councilwoman Clarke.

         23                 This hearing is over. No, it's not.

         24                 MS. NASSER: We're going to leave it

         25  open just a little bit.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: All right,

          3  we're going to leave it open to get some more votes

          4  on this.

          5                 MS. NASSER: Council Member Katz, how

          6  do you vote?

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

          8                 MS. NASSER: Thank you.

          9                 The vote stands at eight in the

         10  affirmative, and zero negative.

         11                 Thank you very much.

         12                 Council Member Fidler, how do you

         13  vote on Intro. 42-A?

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I vote aye.

         15  Thank you.

         16                 MS. NASSER: Council Member Brewer,

         17  how do you vote on Intro., proposed Intro. 42-A?

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I vote aye.

         19  Thank you very much.

         20                 MS. NASSER: Thank you very much.

         21                 At this point by a vote of ten in the

         22  affirmative, this measure has passed this Committee.

         23  No negatives, no abstentions.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 (Hearing concluded at 12:10 p.m.)

                                                            14

          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 25th day of May 2005.

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

                                                            15

          1

          2             C E R T I F I C A T I O N

          3

          4

          5

          6

          7

          8

          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24                 -----------------------

                              CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

         25

