New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 0863-2026

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Cabán

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to establishing procedures for public notice and comment on certain policies implemented by the police department 

Submitted by:
Council Member Cabán

Justification:
This bill will increase transparency and public input for NYPD policy changes related to officer interactions with the public. Currently, the Department is already subject to the Citywide Administrative Procedure Act (CAPA), the current requirement for agencies to provide public notice and opportunity for public comment. However, that law leaves a great deal of discretion to the agency when it comes to deciding what constitutes a ‘rule’ that requires public notice and comment. The upshot is that some policy changes that would substantially impact police conduct and interactions with the public are implemented without input. 
The bill helps address that deficiency, while building on existing legal standards and case law. By requiring advanced publication of new policies, establishing a 45 day comment period, and inviting public feedback, this bill will better align police policymaking with the norms of open and democratic government.

[bookmark: _heading=h.oy4q7yuyn238]
