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INT. NO. 677:




By:
Council Members Fiala, Marshall, Nelson, Perkins, Abel, Golden and Oddo; also Council Members Eisland, Fisher, Harrison, Michels, O’Donovan, Reed, Rodriguez, Sabini and Wooten.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:



Amends article 13 of subchapter 1 of chapter 1 of title 27 by adding a new section 27-166.1.

TITLE:






In relation to abating rats as a requirement for foundation or earthwork permits.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS:


The Council’s concern with the proliferation of rats has been evidenced by the creation of a new Select Committee on Pest Control, which is affiliated with the Health Committee.  The Select Committee has thus far held three separate hearings this year on May 25, June 16 and July 24 regarding rat infestations.  In recent years, an increase in the population of rats has been reported.  Estimates of the number of rats living in New York City vary, range from one rat per person living in the City to six rats per person.  (Amy Waldman, Rat Patrol is Back in Action at Besieged Pier, The New York Times, August 16, 1997.)


The Select Committee reports in its May 25th “Briefing Paper” that:

[w]hile DOH [Department of Health] reportedly views the rat population as “primarily a nuisance” (Julian E. Barnes, The Rat Patrol, The New York Times, July 25, 1999), rats have been known to carry a number of bacterial diseases that pose health risks, including salmonella, as well as other disease-carrying pests, such as ticks and fleas. In addition to posing these health threats to both humans and other animals, rats cause economic damage to property by gnawing on structures and electric cables, causing structural damage and fire hazards.  The presence of rats in a neighborhood also tends to lower community morale and lead to animosity between neighbors.

As reported in the Select Committee’s “Briefing Paper” for June 16th:

On May 25, 2000, the Select Committee on Pest Control held its first oversight hearing to explore the extent of the rat infestation in neighborhoods around the City.  Testimony was taken from a number of experts and members of the community. These experts and community members expressed concern at the high numbers of pests in their communities and voiced an equal level of concern regarding the wholesale use of toxic pesticides to combat the vermin.  Several issues appeared to be of particular concern to those who testified, namely the apparent relationship between the aggravation of asthma and the use of pesticides and the accidental ingestion of pesticides by pets and other non-targeted animals.  These concerns make clear the importance of developing alternative means of addressing and controlling pests in the City.  Dr. Daniel Kass, Director of the Hunter College Center for Occupational and Environmental Health (HCCOEH), testified regarding the pilot Integrated Pest Management Program conducted by HCCOEH, the New York City Housing Authority, and DOH targeting vermin in Lehman Village Houses.  This Integrated Pest Control Program, through a combination of preventive and educational elements, appears to provide an effective, yet environmentally-friendly, manner of pest control.

This year, the Mayor reconvened the Mayor’s Rodent Control Task Force, which was first initiated in 1997.  The mission of the Task Force is to aggressively target all available resources to the control of rats including encouraging the use of block-wide exterminations, the coordination of rodenticides and other rat abatement methodologies, public education and the recommendation of City policy changes.  In addition, the Bureau of Pest Control, established in 1964, within the Department of Health conducts a complaint driven rat eradication program and plans to include the inspection of construction projects for rats as a part of its responsibilities.

Int. No. 677 is an attempt to eliminate the proliferation of rats that are often mobilized when construction is commenced.  With the advent of a booming economy, new construction and renovations are occurring in many areas through out the City. This legislation would require builders to conduct appropriate rat abatement measures at potential construction sites prior to the issuance of a foundation or earthwork permit.  Upon submitting a request for a foundation permit or an earthwork permit, the applicant would be required to submit certification that rat trapping or rat baiting has been conducted at the site for which the permit is sought in accordance with the Rules of the Department of Buildings.


This legislation would take effect thirty days after enactment into law.
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