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          2                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Good morning,

          3  everyone.  I am calling the meeting to order.  I

          4  want to apologize for being late, but it seems our

          5  Stated days seem to get inconvenienced by all of

          6  these last-minute emergencies.  I want to apologize

          7  to those of you who arrived on time, so, we will

          8  have to work on that.

          9                 My name is Leroy Comrie.  I Chair the

         10  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.  I

         11  would like to announce the members that are present:

         12  Councilwoman Melinda Katz, was here a second ago,

         13  and Council Member Bill Perkins from Manhattan,

         14  Council Member Yvette Clarke from Brooklyn, and

         15  Council Member Madeline Provenzano from the Bronx.

         16                 As you may know, we have a concurrent

         17  Finance meeting that just started, as well, we have

         18  members from that Committee that are here.  Okay,

         19  Council Member Tony Avella is arriving, good

         20  morning.

         21                 Today, we have before us two

         22  candidates for Advice and Consent Review.  One,

         23  Doctor Benjamin Chu is being considered for

         24  appointment to the Board of Health for the remainder

         25  of a four year term, which will end on May 31st,
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          2  2006.  And the other, Mr. Glenn Newman is being

          3  considered for appointment as President of the

          4  City's Tax Commission for the remainder of a six-

          5  year term set to end on January 6th, 2008.

          6                 The main duty of the Board of Health

          7  is to promulgate the New York City Health Code.  The

          8  Board also legislates on all matters and subjects to

          9  which the power and authority of the Department of

         10  Health and Mental Hygiene extends. In addition, the

         11  Board may issue or revoke certain permits such as

         12  for food vendors.  It is also charged with the

         13  responsibility of declaring conditions to be

         14  dangerous and to audit a condition, abate it, or

         15  correct it.

         16                 The Tax Commission is charged with

         17  the duty of reviewing and correcting all assessments

         18  of real property within the City of New York that

         19  are set by the New York City of Finance such claims

         20  may assert, include, inequality, excessiveness,

         21  including the denial of a full or partial exemption,

         22  unlawfulness and misclassification.

         23                 Between the 15th day of January of

         24  any year and the 25th day of May, the Commission

         25  may, itself, or by a Commissioner or Assessor
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          2  authorized by the Commission, act upon applications,

          3  compel the attendance of witnesses, administer oaths

          4  or affirmations in examining applicants or other

          5  witnesses under oath. The Commission determines the

          6  final assessed valuation or taxable assessed

          7  valuation of real property, which may be the same or

          8  as less than the original, or is less than the

          9  original assessment. If determined to be unlawful,

         10  the assessment can be audit, stricken from the roll,

         11  or where appropriate entered onto the exempt portion

         12  of the roll.

         13                 If it is determined that the real

         14  property is misclassified, the correct class

         15  designation or allocation of assess valuation shall

         16  be entered on the roll.

         17                 The final determination of the

         18  Commission upon any application for the correction

         19  of an assessment shall be rendered not later than

         20  the 25th day of May.  Otherwise, the assessment

         21  objected to shall be deemed to be the final

         22  determination of the Commission.

         23                 The Commission consists of the

         24  President and six Commissioners.  Each Commissioner

         25  shall have at least three years of business
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          2  experience in the field of real estate or real

          3  estate law.  At least one resident of each borough

          4  shall be included among the Commissioners.

          5                 The President of the Commission

          6  receives an annual salary of $152,500.

          7  Commissioners receive an annual salary of $23,003.

          8                 Good morning, again, gentlemen,

          9  welcome, and we will start with Doctor Chu.  If you

         10  could raise your hand and be sworn in?

         11                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  Do you

         12  swear or affirm that the testimony you are about to

         13  give the Committee is true?

         14                 DOCTOR CHU:  I do.

         15                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  Please

         16  state your name for the record?

         17                 DOCTOR CHU:  Benjamin K. Chu.

         18                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  Thank you.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Good morning,

         20  again, Doctor Chu, welcome.  Do you have an opening

         21  statement that you would like to make?

         22                 DOCTOR CHU:  Mr. Chairman,

         23  distinguished members of the Council, I just want to

         24  thank you for the honor and the privilege of coming

         25  before you, being considered to served on the Board
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          2  of Public Health.  I know many of you and many of

          3  you know that I have spent the better part of two

          4  decades in medicine centered around public health

          5  issues, and in particular, issues concerning under-

          6  served communities.  And I have worked very hard to

          7  try to improve the direct care delivery system, but

          8  always with the insight of trying to infuse that

          9  direct care system with population and community-

         10  based focus.

         11                 The Board of Health plays an

         12  important role in formulating policies for the City.

         13    And I think that it is absolutely an honor for me,

         14  but an important ingredient to bring to bear to the

         15  direct service delivery side and the public policy

         16  side an integration.  And that is why I would be

         17  very honored to serve for this consideration.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Thank you,

         19  Doctor.  And I am aware of your record and your

         20  exemplary history and background, and I very much

         21  appreciate your desire to continue to serve this

         22  City in this manner.  So, while I had an opportunity

         23  to look through your record and look over your

         24  background that you submitted to the Rules

         25  Committee, and I would like to thank the Rules'
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          2  staff for preparing the briefs in their usual

          3  complete and detailed manner.

          4                 I do not really have any specific

          5  questions for you, myself, so I am going to open it

          6  up to the Committee.  I just want to, again, say

          7  that I have a great deal of faith in your record, I

          8  am aware of your efforts in the Borough of Queens

          9  specifically, and with the reestablishment of Queens

         10  Hospital and in considering public health.  I want

         11  to thank the Mayor's Office for bringing someone

         12  from a public health background, as we requested, to

         13  be on the Board, and I want to congratulate the

         14  Mayor's Office for listening to the request of the

         15  Committee and following through with such an

         16  exemplary candidate.

         17                 And with that, I will open up the

         18  floor for questions.  Council Member Perkins.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Thank you

         20  very much, Mr. Chairman.  And I want to welcome

         21  Doctor Chu as well.  And I echo your compliments to

         22  the Mayor for having recommended someone so well

         23  prepared and sensitive to the community.  I have had

         24  the opportunity to meet with him already, and look

         25  forward to continuing working with him.
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          2                 I ask all the candidates for this

          3  position, questions related to rodent infestation

          4  that, you know, that we have in our community.  And

          5  incidentally I should let you know that just

          6  recently I received a call from Harlem Hospital

          7  about an invasion of rodents coming up out of the

          8  subway station.  I do not know if you are familiar

          9  with that, and I appreciate the fact that the

         10  Department of Health responded.  But it is a concern

         11  that continues to grow for me because, as you know,

         12  there is a rat- borne disease known as

         13  leptospirosis, and we have had recently five cases

         14  reported to the Department of Health of dogs that

         15  were infected, three of which died, in my district,

         16  all of whom had in common Riverside Park.

         17                 So I am concerned that the Department

         18  of Health, which ultimately responsible for this, be

         19  committed to truly addressing it.  And as you may

         20  know, the Mayor in his campaign for Mayor adopted

         21  the Perkins' Report, the report that I issued on

         22  this rodent infestation problem in the City, and has

         23  begun to establish some protocols that are related

         24  to that report.

         25                 But I just want to know what your

                                                            10

          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2  thinking is about that, what your thinking is about

          3  the concerns around infant mortality, and last but

          4  not least, the concern about HIV/AIDS in communities

          5  of color?

          6                 DOCTOR CHU:  Okay, well let me try to

          7  address the issue about on rodent- borne diseases,

          8  and actually it is a larger issue.  It is any pest-

          9  borne diseases.  I mean you think about it, the West

         10  Nile Virus and mosquito- borne illnesses are pretty

         11  much the same type of issue.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  But we are

         13  paying attention to the West Nile Virus.

         14                 DOCTOR CHU:  Right.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  And the same

         16  type of vigilance and similar kind of protocols, I

         17  would think, we might want to consider with regard

         18  to - -

         19                 DOCTOR CHU:  Absolutely.  And I think

         20  the approach, I mean it is slightly different with

         21  each one of them, each one of these diseases.  But I

         22  happen to agree with you, Councilman, that, you

         23  know, rats are not my favorite animal, let me tell

         24  you that. I grew up in the Lower East Side where,

         25  you know, there were rats all over the tenement
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          2  buildings where we lived, and the key - - and it is

          3  definitely a public health hazard to have rat

          4  infestation, not just for the diseases that they

          5  bear, but because of the dangers that they have for

          6  children, young children, you know, if they are

          7  rampant and running around.

          8                 I think that the City should

          9  absolutely be committed to controlling the rat

         10  population.  I do not think that we will ever get to

         11  a point that we will eliminate the rat problem.  But

         12  there are many, many different things that we can

         13  do.  But not the least of which, by the way, what we

         14  have learned from mosquito borne illnesses is that

         15  you have to control the environments that allow for

         16  rats to thrive.  You know, having garbage dumped in

         17  abandoned buildings, for example.  We are having

         18  underground sewers and subways be the host

         19  environment for rats, we have to begin to address

         20  that, that issue.  So I would echo your sentiment,

         21  and I think that the City as a whole has a

         22  responsibility for attacking this problem as

         23  aggressively as we can.

         24                 Now the second issue on HIV/AIDS

         25  particularly in communities of color.  As you know,
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          2  we have made a lot of progress in this country on

          3  the treatment of HIV/AIDS.  Unfortunately, that is

          4  not necessarily true world- wide.  And I think we

          5  are beginning as a world community to begin to

          6  address some of the problems from, in other

          7  countries.

          8                 But I think you are right to point

          9  out that communities of color are not nearly as,

         10  does not nearly have as much access to the newer

         11  types of approaches.  And when I say approaches, I

         12  do not mean access to the medications and the

         13  cocktails, which really has transformed HIV from a

         14  uniformly deadly disease to one that is really a

         15  chronic disease that can be managed.  I actually

         16  think that it is the delivery system that we have to

         17  make sure is there and it is working with the

         18  community to deliver these new medications, to

         19  deliver many of the preventive measures that have

         20  been so successful in transforming the illnesses.

         21                 And I think from the public health

         22  point of view, and here I am trying to distinguish

         23  the two hats that I am arguing for integrating much

         24  more.  In the hospital system we have many, many

         25  programs and we have been trying to work with
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          2  community- based organizations, partially funded by

          3  Ryan White money, partially funded by a whole host

          4  of sources, but trying to integrate our overall

          5  approach to bringing education, preventive measures,

          6  as well as the newest line of therapies to the

          7  communities that we serve at HHC.  And from the

          8  Department of Public Health and Mental Health,

          9  Public and, whatever it is, DOHMH now.  I should

         10  probably stick to that, right?  That those policies

         11  really have to come together in some ways, and they

         12  do, they do.  It is just the implementation that is

         13  really the key at this point.

         14                 I think you know that I have been

         15  very committed to trying to expand HIV services, and

         16  really the HIV services that make a difference.

         17  Because I, this is just like asthma, you do not

         18  really want to see a lot of people with asthma in

         19  the hospitals. Even though, I have to say the

         20  reimbursement system rewards us for having people

         21  come into a hospital.  But for me, if I do not see

         22  another asthmatic in the hospital, because they do

         23  well, right, and they do not need to come into the

         24  hospital, that would be revenue I would be happy to

         25  forego.
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          2                 And it is the same with HIV, you

          3  know, I do not really want to see our hospitals

          4  filled with HIV patients who are on death's door.  I

          5  would rather have them on the cocktails doing well,

          6  having their T- cells monitored and their viral

          7  loads down to minimum amounts.  And so that is

          8  really our goal, and I think it has to be the

          9  Department of Health's goal as well.

         10                 And I think there was one other

         11  point, I think I forgot.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Infant

         13  mortality.

         14                 DOCTOR CHU:  Infant mortality, well

         15  as you know, we have made a lot of progress in the

         16  City, and as a nation, on infant mortality,

         17  although, there are pockets.  And I know you know

         18  this, because you sit on the Health Committee, there

         19  are pockets in the City that have been stubbornly

         20  withstanding some of the efforts on infant

         21  mortality.  And I think that there, in those areas,

         22  we have to have very specially targeted approaches

         23  to bringing down infant mortality.

         24                 Some of the infant mortality is

         25  connected to lack of prenatal care and low birth

                                                            15

          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2  weight.  Some of them, as you know, is related

          3  substance abuse and other kinds of things.  And each

          4  one of those probably have to be attacked very

          5  differently.

          6                 So I think we need to take a

          7  comprehensive approach that really guides each

          8  strategy to the communities so that we optimize our

          9  approach.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Council Member

         11  Clarke, and then Council Member Avella.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE:  Thank you,

         13  Mr. Chair. Doctor Chu, I am so pleased to see that

         14  you have been offered to our City to serve on our, I

         15  do not even want to go through the name of the

         16  agency, myself.  But, you know, I am even more

         17  excited about the integrated approach that you have

         18  talked about.  I think that certainly in the 21st

         19  Century our ability to utilize the resources that we

         20  have at our disposal, the various health entities

         21  being able to really cross integrate information,

         22  maybe even new technologies to address the various

         23  public health issues in our City, is quite

         24  commendable.  And I see you as a leader in that

         25  regard.
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          2                 My concern is around the growing, and

          3  it goes to a large extent to some of the issues that

          4  were raised by my colleague, Council Member Perkins.

          5    But even more so, focusing in on immigrant

          6  communities, because of New York City being a

          7  gateway for immigrants.  What has been my

          8  observation is that our City has continued to sort

          9  of, particularly through public health campaigns,

         10  not really customized to the extent that we can,

         11  without being overly financially burdensome, to

         12  really get to the root of a number of our public

         13  health issues within the communities where perhaps

         14  new immigrants would reside.

         15                 Have you given any thought to how the

         16  Department could take a look at that, and perhaps

         17  from some of your experiences what you think your

         18  role could be in being more effective in that

         19  regard?

         20                 DOCTOR CHU:  Well I think you are

         21  absolutely right that, you know, New York, that is

         22  one of the most amazing, wonderful places, reasons

         23  for being in New York, and that is the constant

         24  stream of immigrants that come in here, you know,

         25  looking to make a better life and really working
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          2  very hard to do that.  And I know you know,

          3  Councilwoman, that I spent a lot of time at Kings

          4  County where there is a huge influx of immigrants,

          5  largely from the Caribbean, but now from other areas

          6  as well.

          7                 I think the key is to be absolutely

          8  hypervigilant on, to the health issues of the

          9  communities you serve.  Our hospitals at HHC serve,

         10  basically we serve the immigrant population to the

         11  large extent.  You know, we have to be much more

         12  sensitive to language barriers, and that is not an

         13  easy issue to crack, as you know.  Because when you

         14  have people from all over the world speaking

         15  probably 100 different dialects in any given area,

         16  it is hard to have enough people who actually speak

         17  the language who are trained to provide the care.

         18  So we have actually gone out and tried to invest in

         19  new technologies, you know, sort of what you get at

         20  the UN when you put on that microphone.  Still, it

         21  is not the ideal, there are no ideal solutions to

         22  that, but you have to be sensitive to it, and you

         23  have to really want to approach the problem.

         24                 I think that each immigrant

         25  population, there are specific health issues.  And I
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          2  would say that one of the most important things is

          3  trying to get health education out there.  It is,

          4  you know, we take for granted, at least, I know

          5  doctors take for granted, or they often take for

          6  granted, that people know all of this.  It is all

          7  over the place, you can read it on your cereal box,

          8  or there is a TV commercial.  But with immigrant

          9  populations that are just coming in, it is not at

         10  all clear.

         11                 So we have actually undertaken some

         12  efforts to try to diversify the languages that we

         13  reach out, work with community based organizations

         14  with people who are aware of the cultural and the

         15  language issues to try to get more information out,

         16  and then bring people in.  And I absolutely try to

         17  get people on health insurance programs so that we

         18  can actually provide the care.

         19                 So it is a complicated set of

         20  problems, but I think we are absolutely on the right

         21  track, that we actually have to be focused in order

         22  to be able to do a good job.  And if we would just

         23  open our doors and just sort of, without

         24  anticipation of people coming in, we are not going

         25  to do the job that we should be doing.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Council Member

          3  Avella.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA:  Good morning,

          5  Doctor Chu.

          6                 DOCTOR CHU:  Good morning.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA:  I would like

          8  to echo the comments of the Chair and my colleagues

          9  today, because in the previous hearings on

         10  appointments to the Board, we have expressed the

         11  significant interest in having somebody of your

         12  expertise appointed.  And I am very happy that the

         13  Mayor has nominated you.

         14                 Two questions:  The first one has to

         15  do with the West Nile Virus.  The Council District

         16  that I represent was actually ground zero when West

         17  Nile first started, College Point and Whitestone.

         18  It continues to be a problem and now has gone

         19  nationwide.

         20                 What do you think should be done

         21  more, how do you evaluate the City's response thus

         22  far?  And let me ask just one specific question, one

         23  of the things that comes up time and time again, is

         24  when the City has to do spraying, and in my

         25  community they have done recent spraying.  There is
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          2  always a problem with the notification to the

          3  community, and I have talked to the Commissioner of

          4  the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene on a

          5  number of occasions, and I probably got the name

          6  wrong, didn't I? Oh, I got it right, okay.  I was

          7  waiting for a reaction, but I did not see it.

          8                 As to what can we do to the improve

          9  the communication so that people know that the area

         10  is going to be sprayed and not standing outside when

         11  all of a sudden a truck comes down the block?  But I

         12  would be interested in knowing your thoughts on the

         13  matter.

         14                 DOCTOR CHU:  Sure.  Well, you know,

         15  just from a public health point of view, you know,

         16  there is always the balance between putting out

         17  things that kill the vector, the mosquito in this

         18  case, rats in other instances.  And really sort of

         19  attacking the environments that they live in and

         20  breed in.  I actually think West Nile is pretty set

         21  in this country and we are going to have to deal

         22  with the mosquito population on a, you know, we have

         23  to be hypervigilant around surveillance so that we

         24  know where we can target our efforts, and we

         25  absolutely have to attack the environments that
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          2  breed mosquitoes.  And that is not always, there is

          3  never a perfect solution.

          4                 But I actually think that issue of

          5  spraying, I would say that spraying, in my mind,

          6  should come as a last resort. Because obviously you

          7  do not want to subject people to, even the safer

          8  pesticides, if you do not have to.  And there are so

          9  many people with respiratory illnesses that actually

         10  suffer when you do the spraying.

         11                 I do not know what the best solution

         12  is, I would say that one of the things that we might

         13  try to do is work more with community- based

         14  organizations to get the information out.  You know,

         15  you could put adds in the newspaper, you could

         16  announce it on the radio, but it is the same issue

         17  as Councilwoman Clarke, you know, when you have a

         18  very diverse immigrant population, it is hard to get

         19  the information out.  Sometimes you have to do it

         20  mouth- to mouth or door- to- door, and maybe it is

         21  working more with community based organizations,

         22  local newspapers, local cable and radio feeds might

         23  improve that.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA:  I happen to

         25  agree with you. Because before I was elected, I
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          2  formed a little community response network,

          3  actually, in relation to this issue.  And we got out

          4  20,000 flyers in the community on the West Nile

          5  Virus, and I think there should be more of that.

          6                 The second question I have is, and

          7  you sort of touched on it in your response to the

          8  questions that we submitted. But I would like you to

          9  expand on how is the Health and Hospitals

         10  Corporation, and your role on the Board, in terms of

         11  is the City prepared for a biological and chemical

         12  attack, how are we moving in terms of preparedness?

         13                 DOCTOR CHU:  Right.  Well I think

         14  that the threat of bioterrorism and chemical and

         15  whole sorts of radiological threats, I would hope

         16  that we will get to a point where we never have to

         17  actually exercise the response to it.  But I

         18  actually think that it is one of the most important

         19  things for us as a public health entity to get ready

         20  for.

         21                 I could just tell you what has

         22  happened with HHC, we are moving forward.  We are

         23  absolutely committed to supporting the Department's

         24  Syndromic Surveillance System so that we try to keep

         25  track and get a heads up on potential biological
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          2  attacks early on. You know by looking at the

          3  patterns of illnesses that are presenting in the

          4  City and tabulating that data and analyzing it very

          5  quickly.

          6                 I think there are probably things

          7  that we could do to mechanize it a little bit more,

          8  maybe computerize the information.  And I think that

          9  is something that we probably should be looking on

         10  the Board of the Public Health as to what, how we

         11  can actually accomplish that.

         12                 The Public Hospitals, we have made a

         13  commitment to decontamination units, we have trained

         14  our emergency personnel, we have stock piled on

         15  certain drugs and other kinds of things.  We are

         16  really anxiously awaiting the federal government's

         17  issuance of their policy on smallpox vaccination

         18  for, at least, health care personnel.  Because I

         19  actually think that the time to be prepared is

         20  before anything happens, as opposed to, you know,

         21  the day of the event.

         22                 Could we be doing more?  You can

         23  always think of doing more, but I actually think

         24  that we have purchased much, many of the, stock

         25  piled many of the supplies that would be needed in
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          2  these kinds of attacks, and we have ordered and

          3  begun to install all these decontamination units.

          4  We are looking into state- of- the art facilities

          5  down in Washington, we have done a couple of visits

          6  there, and we are trying model, at least, our trauma

          7  centers into that kind of thing.

          8                 But I do not think you could ever be

          9  absolutely prepared.  You know, so, the more we

         10  understand of the potential threats, the better we

         11  can actually make some investments.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA:  Thank you,

         13  Doctor Chu. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  We have been

         15  joined by Council Member Lew Fidler from Brooklyn,

         16  and Majority Leader Joel Rivera from the Bronx.  Any

         17  questions, gentlemen, any additional questions?

         18                 Well, Doctor Chu, again, I want to

         19  commend you for extending your mission to the

         20  Department of Health, and the relationship between

         21  the Department of Health and HHC, I think, is

         22  already diverse, and I think you will bring a

         23  wonderful addition and a major asset to being in

         24  both places and assisting our City in whatever we

         25  may face in the future.  Be it your extensive
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          2  background at HHC, again, as I said at the opening,

          3  has always been highly commendable and exemplary.

          4  And we appreciate your coming to the Board of Health

          5  to make sure that that agency is run to meet the

          6  needs of the new millennium.

          7                 DOCTOR CHU:  I thank the Committee

          8  for the honor.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Thank you, we

         10  will be voting shortly.

         11                 At this time we would like Mr. Newman

         12  to come forward.

         13                 Good morning, could you raise your

         14  right hand to sworn in, please?

         15                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  Do you

         16  swear or affirm that the statement you are about to

         17  give the Committee is true?

         18                 MR. NEWMAN:  I do.

         19                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  Please

         20  state your name for the record?

         21                 MR. NEWMAN: Glenn Newman.

         22                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  Thank you.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Do you have an

         24  opening statement?  You can turn, if the light is

         25  off, then you are speaking, then we can hear you.
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          2                 MR. NEWMAN:  There we go.  Thank you.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Okay.

          4                 MR. NEWMAN:  I just want to thank the

          5  Mayor for putting my name forward to you, and to

          6  thank you and the other members of the Committee for

          7  the opportunity to be heard and to answer your

          8  questions.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Oh, okay, all

         10  right.  Well, since Lew is chaffing at the bit, I

         11  will let him go first.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  It is, you

         13  know, we submitted some questions to you, Mr.

         14  Newman, and you gave some answers.

         15                 MR. NEWMAN:  Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  And the first

         17  question was, do you know who referred you as a

         18  candidate?  And your answer was, you do not know.

         19  Now do you have any guesses for us as to who might

         20  have submitted your name as a candidate?  I find

         21  that generally helps us understand where you are

         22  coming from.

         23                 MR. NEWMAN:  I honestly do not know

         24  who put my name forward for this position.  I had

         25  been in touch with the Committee that the Mayor had
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          2  put together early on, right after the election

          3  before he became Mayor, and had some discussions

          4  with people in that Committee about different

          5  positions in the Administration. And when those did

          6  not pan out, I did get a call from Peter Madonia who

          7  was asked if I was interested in the Tax Commission.

          8                 I thought it was an interesting and

          9  challenging area, but I do not know who actually

         10  submitted my name for this position.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  As I

         12  understand, you do not have a great deal of

         13  experience in the real estate area of taxes, but

         14  your experience and expertise is in other areas?

         15                 MR. NEWMAN:  I have never done

         16  assessuary (phonetic) case, and I do not know if

         17  that is good news or bad news in this environment,

         18  but I do not do real property tax assessment

         19  protests.

         20                 In the past, in my work at the

         21  Corporation Council's Office and at the Finance

         22  Department, and then for the last eight years in

         23  private practice, I get involved in valuing real

         24  property for other tax purposes, real property

         25  transfer tax, corporate tax, all have aspects that
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          2  require the valuation of real property to arrive at

          3  the proper tax amount.  And so I have done

          4  valuations of real property, but I have never

          5  actually handled the assessuary proceeding as such.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  So my

          7  understanding would be that you did, the bases of

          8  your legal practice is tax, but not real estate per

          9  se.

         10                 MR. NEWMAN:  That is correct.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  Do you do

         12  real estate conveyances, transactions, as well?

         13                 MR. NEWMAN:  Yes.  The tax aspects of

         14  the real, including, primarily the real property

         15  transfer tax and other business and income tax

         16  aspects of real estate transactions.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  Thank you.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Okay, I have a

         19  couple of questions.

         20                 MR. NEWMAN:  By the way, I wanted to

         21  introduce, Reed Schneider is the General Counsel at

         22  the Tax Commission, if there are specific questions

         23  about their current operations, he is probably

         24  better suited to answer them.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Right, well
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          2  welcome Mr. Schneider.  We were actually going to

          3  bring up some questions.

          4                 As you know, Mr. Newman, that the Tax

          5  Commission's Office, or the Tax Assessor's Office

          6  has been under the search light because of a lot of

          7  problems.  And there are clearly a lot of issues

          8  that have to be corrected in order to make this

          9  Office productive and effective, and also, even more

         10  than that, especially be able to answer the concerns

         11  and problems that constituents have. I know that in

         12  my district the assessment process is still unclear

         13  to a lot of people and the appeal process.

         14                 And I would ask you how do you, how

         15  would you want to try to take on, or what would look

         16  at first as the first level of correction, and what

         17  methodology would you put in place to deal with

         18  that?

         19                 MR. NEWMAN:  There was a terrible

         20  sense, and still is a terrible situation and scandal

         21  at the, in the assessment process.  And I think that

         22  puts much of the entire process under scrutiny, and

         23  it should put things in perspective.  And we need to

         24  make sure that we have a system that has the full

         25  confidence of public, of the practitioners, of the
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          2  government officials and to ensure that the process

          3  has integrity.  It is absolutely essential.

          4                 The assessor's scandals being

          5  addressed by the Finance Department in the

          6  Department of Investigations, and they will, they

          7  are working on a report, and I understand that

          8  report will be issued within the next weeks or month

          9  or two, where they will review the entire process.

         10  And I think the Tax Commission's role is, as part of

         11  the process, ensuring the integrity, making sure

         12  that people understand what their rights are to

         13  protest, understand the system of protest, make it

         14  easy for people to handle those protests, by

         15  themselves, if they chose to, or with

         16  representatives, if they chose to go that way.  But

         17  the process ought to be open.  It ought to be open,

         18  it ought to be simple, there ought to be streamline

         19  procedures for small claims, matters which generally

         20  the individual homeowners or condominium owners

         21  should be able to take advantage of.

         22                 But specifically the process should

         23  be demystified. There ought not to be some

         24  mysterious incantation that has to be said in order

         25  to get your property taxes to a reasonable place, to
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          2  a place where we can agree, the City can agree with

          3  the taxpayers as to what it should be.  And I think

          4  my role is to make that system open, understandable,

          5  and efficient to make sure that people can be heard

          6  and their objections and their protests resolved

          7  expeditiously.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Have you had an

          9  opportunity to look at the process as it is so far?

         10                 MR. NEWMAN:  Well, I have gone

         11  through the annual report.  I am familiar with the

         12  process, it is a large volume process, and that in

         13  itself has significant challenges.  They get upwards

         14  of 40,000 petitions and protests every year.  And

         15  handling the volume is one challenge.  Doing it

         16  fairly and efficiently and making sure that

         17  everybody knows where they stand and gets heard is

         18  also of vital importance.

         19                 I think the process will change, that

         20  the process of property tax assessment and

         21  adjudication is going through a review right now,

         22  what the proposals are, I do not know.  But I expect

         23  to be involved in that and presenting to the City

         24  Council the proposals for how the process should be

         25  improved.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Well, I would

          3  submit for your consideration, and Mr. Schneider's

          4  consideration, and especially when it comes to the

          5  announcement period for the January to March period

          6  that there is a better outreach and opportunity for

          7  outreach that should go as an attachment flyer along

          8  with the legal ease that comes with your report.

          9  Because a lot of homeowners in my district,

         10  especially, consistently do not understand that they

         11  have an opportunity to protest.  Although, they feel

         12  that their property assessment was too high, because

         13  they cannot find it within the paperwork.  So if

         14  there is a bold flyer attached, if you want to

         15  complain, do so by XYZ and the phone numbers, so

         16  that people can have a clear opportunity to protest

         17  their assessments.  Because it seems to people in my

         18  community that they are assessed every year because

         19  it is easier to run through a single- family

         20  neighborhood, I am just telling what their

         21  suppositions are.

         22                 I would also suggest that now that

         23  the agency can be more computerized, that those

         24  photos are kept on a database so that the public can

         25  review, and the public can come and see that actual
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          2  assessment was done every year.  It becomes, and

          3  another problem that we have run into, because when

          4  people do want to go and protest on their own

          5  individual homes, they run into a almost unwielding

          6  log jam of process that they have to work through.

          7  And it has become almost Elizabethan in trying to

          8  get an individual to want to deal with that.

          9                 It has gotten a little better over

         10  the last two years.  And the Star Program has helped

         11  immensely with seniors in my district, but the

         12  people that just want to do general protest seem to

         13  get frustrated very easily.

         14                 So from what I have read about your

         15  background, I am sure you can clean that up within

         16  the first three months with Mr. Schneider's help.

         17                 MR. NEWMAN:  We will get the clock

         18  starting.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Right.  So, but

         20  it, in order to, I think that in order for the

         21  agency, because on the other part of the Department

         22  of Finance is starting to do a really good job in

         23  trying to do community outreach.  And I had a good

         24  meeting with the, the Finance came out and they were

         25  very helpful. Unfortunately, you are losing a
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          2  Commissioner, I just saw him in the other room.

          3                 MR. NEWMAN:  Peter Lambkin.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Yes, Peter

          5  Lambkin, he has gone over to the Midtown, well he

          6  took another career.  But he was very helpful at

          7  that side of Finance, when we did ask him to do

          8  community outreach.  But every Council member did

          9  not do that, and if we can get the City to just open

         10  up the process up front by letting people know that

         11  they have options, and detailing that on a simple

         12  form.  So that when people feel that they are being

         13  incorrectly assessed, they have an easier means and

         14  a clear means of to appeal.  Especially when they

         15  find out that this scandal happened and other people

         16  took large opportunities due to the fact that the

         17  system is so difficult to maneuver, and people came

         18  in and took advantage of that difficulty to rip off

         19  the system.

         20                 MR. NEWMAN:  I think the system does

         21  need to be simplified, does need to be made more

         22  open and accessible.  And over the past few years

         23  the Tax Commission has held hearings in each county,

         24  in each Borough to make it easier for people to

         25  actually go there, instead of having to come into
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          2  Manhattan to hear, to have the protests heard.  So,

          3  I think more of that should be done.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Okay.  Seeing

          5  that, oh, Council Member Clarke.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE:  Thank you,

          7  Mr. Chair.  I think my comments are really along the

          8  lines of our Chair.  I happen to represent a

          9  community of immigrants, a large population of

         10  immigrants, and many, many homeowners.

         11                 One of the concerns, and I think you

         12  sort of raised it yourself, is the issue of

         13  transparency.  Being able to navigate, you know, the

         14  assessment process and really being able to give

         15  voice to their concerns about their assessments has

         16  been a daunting task for many, many homeowners in my

         17  community.

         18                 And it is my hope that as you become

         19  President, that you will take a look at that

         20  process, particularly, for those who may not have

         21  English as their first language.  You know, it is

         22  every, I think it is every American's dream to own a

         23  home, but certainly for immigrants.  You know as

         24  soon as they are able to, they want to purchase that

         25  home.  And, you know, they look at the big up front

                                                            36

          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2  cost of owning that home, but when that tax bill

          3  hits, you know, it becomes a whole other ball game.

          4  You know transparency, computerization, and even

          5  some interaction to a large extent with the local

          6  elected officials, I think, in terms of any new regs

          7  that come out, the new formula for assessment, will

          8  even enable us to be able to explain to our

          9  constituents what process they can go through to

         10  have their concerns addressed.

         11                 I just wanted to make that comment to

         12  you.  I think we are in a new age, and certainly

         13  whenever an agency emerges from scandal, one of the

         14  things that people want to see is real reform that,

         15  again, shines a light on the process that does not

         16  keep it mystified, so that there is always this

         17  spectrum of well, maybe they are doing something in

         18  there, you know.

         19                 I think that you have a golden

         20  opportunity here, and it seems to me that you are

         21  pretty enlightened yourself, that you would utilize

         22  that to make sure that all homeowners and all folks

         23  who are involved in our Tax Codes are clear on their

         24  rights and responsibilities.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Council Member

          3  Perkins.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Thank you,

          5  Mr. Chairman. There is an article in the September

          6  6th issue of Cranes Insider that speaks to the

          7  scandal that has resulted in a backlog of

          8  assessments.  Are you familiar with that?

          9                 MR. NEWMAN:  Well I have been given a

         10  copy of the article, and I have seen that.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Can you help

         12  us understand how you are going to address that

         13  backlog?

         14                 MR. NEWMAN:  Certainly.  The Tax

         15  Commission will do its job and hear protests in a

         16  timely fashion, maybe a little later they will wrap

         17  up the work, possibly, a little later than had been

         18  in the last year or two, but certainly sooner than

         19  had been the practice before, say, 1996- 97.

         20                 We have a problem, there is a serious

         21  problem in the City.  There is a problem with the

         22  appearance and the reality of corruption, and I

         23  think what we need to do is make sure that the

         24  system has integrity, that it is honest, that people

         25  know that when they are heard that they are being
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          2  listened to as well.  And we will deal with that.

          3                 The part of the process was issuing a

          4  statement requiring people who had protests pending

          5  to ensure that they had not been the beneficiaries

          6  of illegality earlier on in the system. And I think

          7  that that is an important factor to consider, that

          8  somebody who had not played by the rules, that had

          9  played under the rules, under the table, does not

         10  have another agency look at things and get even a

         11  better deal than somebody who was playing by the

         12  rules.

         13                 So right now, we have coordinated

         14  with the Law Department, the Finance Department, the

         15  Department of Investigation to make sure that we

         16  have leveled the playing field and to make sure that

         17  somebody who did not, that somebody who may have

         18  gotten an underhanded advantage does not get any

         19  further advantages.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  So that is

         21  great, that sounds like fairness.  So you anticipate

         22  the backlog being addressed in a timely fashion,

         23  such that you will have caught up with yourself, by

         24  when?

         25                 MR. NEWMAN:  In fact, Reed, we are
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          2  expecting by December.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  We are going

          4  to hold you to the exact day and hour, so you might

          5  want to take 10 seconds to think about it.

          6                 MR. NEWMAN:  In that case - -

          7                 MR. SCHNEIDER:  Thank you.  My name

          8  is Reed Schneider, I am General Counsel and Deputy

          9  to the President of the Tax Commission.

         10                 The article in Cranes covers two

         11  aspects of the process of reviewing assessments.

         12  The Tax Commission is the administrative review

         13  body.  Once someone passes through administrative

         14  review and is dissatisfied with the outcome of the

         15  administrative review, there is the opportunity for

         16  judicial review.  And the article covers the Law

         17  Department's handling of judicial review.

         18                 At the Tax Commission, it is my

         19  opinion, that there is no backlog.  Every year we

         20  dispose of 100 percent of the applications filed

         21  with our agency.  Last year we handled 43,000, this

         22  year we will be handling slightly under 43,000

         23  applications. All of them will be determined by the

         24  close of the year.  And I certainly expect that by

         25  end of October we will have all hearings conducted.
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          2  It may be dependent upon the response to the

          3  supplemental application process adopted in response

          4  to this unique situation and unprecedented situation

          5  of the indictment of 18 present and former employees

          6  of the Department of Finance, that we may go into

          7  November.

          8                 But I would expect that all the

          9  hearings and determinations will be concluded by the

         10  end of the year.  So I do not believe there is a

         11  backlog at the Tax Commission at all.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  So in other

         13  words, just so I am clear, then this article says,

         14  the City Tax Commission, which handles assessment

         15  appeals has delayed hearings on Manhattan properties

         16  because of the February indictment of 18 people for

         17  fixing lower assessments affecting nearly one-

         18  quarter, or let's say, 14,000, 10,000 pending

         19  appeals.  You are saying that there are no pending

         20  appeals that are the result of these scandals?

         21                 MR. NEWMAN:  We are trying to ensure

         22  that no pending appeals are the result of the

         23  scandal, and that was part of this process.  But I

         24  think, while things were delayed, while the scandal

         25  evolved, we will dispose of all the protest, we will
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          2  handle all the protests in a timely fashion.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  So it is

          4  assuming, and I do not want to dwell too much longer

          5  on this, assuming that there is some delay, does

          6  anyone lose their rights?

          7                 MR. NEWMAN:  No, absolutely not.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  I want to

          9  ask another question concerning reform of the tax

         10  system so that it is fairer. It seems as if it is

         11  not as fair to certain types of citizens like

         12  residents of tenement buildings, let's say high-

         13  rises versus others in single- family homes or you

         14  know, luxury condos, et cetera.

         15                 Have you had any thoughts on that,

         16  and what do you think can be done to bring about

         17  greater fairness in that regard as well?

         18                 MR. NEWMAN:  Right, the role of the

         19  Tax Commission is not to write the tax laws nor to,

         20  that is your job.  And nor to come out with the

         21  initial determination of what the assessments are.

         22                 The Tax Commission, however, can play

         23  a role in having accurate information available to

         24  everyone so that you can decide how you want to

         25  change the rules and change the law to make those
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          2  equity decisions.  I think it is the Tax

          3  Commission's role to handle matters, make sure that

          4  we have accurate data, make sure that we handle our

          5  process efficiently so that we can get back to you

          6  in the annual reports and give you the information

          7  that you need to make your political and equity

          8  judgements.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Thank you

         10  very much.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Yes, I had a

         12  couple of questions for Mr. Schneider.  You said

         13  that you had about 43,000 appeals normally per year,

         14  and they are about that?

         15                 MR. SCHNEIDER:  That is purely

         16  depended on the applicants.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  I am sorry.

         18                 MR. SCHNEIDER:  We do not control how

         19  many applications we receive.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Right, you get

         21  about 43,000 applicants.

         22                 MR. SCHNEIDER:  That has been our

         23  experience the past two or three years, yes.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  But what is the

         25  percentage of them that have been successful as far
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          2  as readjustments?

          3                 MR. SCHNEIDER:  Last year we made

          4  offers and the offers were accepted for assessment

          5  relief in about 5,600 applications.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Fifty- six

          7  hundred, okay.

          8                 MR. SCHNEIDER:  Not every offer that

          9  we extend is accepted.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Now how do you

         11  make the assessment to extend the offer, what is the

         12  process to do a re evaluation of the assessment?

         13                 MR. SCHNEIDER:  The Tax Commission is

         14  a reactive body.  We are depended upon the filing of

         15  an application and the support of the application

         16  with substantial evidence.  We assign a person,

         17  either a Tax Commissioner employee, a member of our

         18  Appraisal and Hearings Unit, or a Commissioner, or

         19  Counsel, to hear the application, to take oral

         20  testimony, if offered, any additional written

         21  documentation, and based upon law and standard

         22  appraisal theory, we make a determination as to

         23  whether or not the assessment is too high or not, or

         24  in a case of reclassification whether the property

         25  fits the definition of a different class, or if an
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          2  exemption application is pending, whether or not the

          3  exemption is warranted, and there are, the legality

          4  claim would be typically that an exempt organization

          5  has purchased property, is using it for an exempt

          6  purpose and that the property should be totally

          7  exempt.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Or if the

          9  properties like in economic developments owner, or

         10  are they to apply for some other specialized

         11  program, and their tax assessment was done

         12  incorrectly because it was effected.  And how does

         13  the staff cross check to verify their figures?  How

         14  does your staff, do you do it, do you go out and

         15  reassess the property or redo another visual, or is

         16  it all within your internal records?

         17                 MR. NEWMAN:  They will go out in the

         18  field.  There are the assessors that are there, I

         19  have met with them, will look at what information

         20  the Department of Finance had, will get additional

         21  information, will go out in the field to look at

         22  property, and will come up with their own judgement

         23  as to the values.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  I am sorry.

         25  Could you say the last part of it again?
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          2                 MR. NEWMAN:  The assessors will come

          3  up with their own, with a judgement and document

          4  what the valuation of the property should be, based

          5  on information provided by, in the City's own

          6  records, as well as what the taxpayers come forward

          7  with for additional information.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  And are the

          9  taxpayers allowed to look at those records that the

         10  City has accumulated?

         11                 MR. SCHNEIDER:  The records of any

         12  documentation that is submitted at a Tax Commission

         13  hearing, including the applications, and most

         14  importantly from most types of properties that are

         15  in producing the income and expense statement are

         16  public records, and are available for public

         17  inspection.  The process for viewing a record in our

         18  files is to submit a Freedom of Information Law

         19  request.  And typically, a copy is desired and at

         20  twenty- five cents a page is the ordinary fee.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Okay.  And is

         22  there a penalty for the owner for the time delay?

         23  For instance, the people that are being, their

         24  assessments are not going to be done until the end

         25  of the year, or those people that are having
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          2  reassessments done, are there any penalties for one

          3  way or the other?

          4                 MR. NEWMAN:  Not really, the real

          5  property tax has to be paid up front, it is paid in

          6  advance.  Then the protest procedure, you go through

          7  the protest procedure, and if there is a reduction,

          8  there is a refund, so it is a timing issue.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Right.  So, if

         10  you, just back to how the records are, or the

         11  decisions are made.  It is based primarily on what

         12  your staff has developed and the integrity and the

         13  ability of your staff to have those records at hand

         14  so that you can feel comfortable about the decisions

         15  that are being made.

         16                 So I would, also, suggest since you

         17  are in the process of re- looking at everything to

         18  check on how those assessments are filed internally,

         19  so that the public would have a greater sense of

         20  confidence in the information that is being

         21  presented to them.

         22                 MR. NEWMAN:  Okay.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  And that is

         24  really, not really directed to your appointment

         25  today or not, it is just suggestions for the agency
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          2  while we are in the middle of a confidence issue

          3  that we would like to see rectified as quickly as

          4  possible.

          5                 MR. NEWMAN: Right.  Well, one of my,

          6  I spoke to Reed about this shortly after my

          7  nomination, I believe that we need to have a very

          8  strong internal audit group, internal controls to

          9  make sure that the process is honest, that it is

         10  open, and I think to some extent, with an

         11  improvement in the technology, we will be able to do

         12  this much more efficiently.  The things we will

         13  have, some statistical sampling going on as well as

         14  actually going through particular cases to make sure

         15  that things were done properly and appropriately.

         16  And I think with some additions and improvements in

         17  our facilities, we can make this a much better

         18  process.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Well I

         20  understand you are short staffed, and I hope that

         21  within this year you can get a better facility and

         22  more staff to do that.  I understand the problem

         23  with staffing is to get people to work at

         24  competitive salaries are doing, to do this position

         25  correctly is difficult.  But we do need to bring in
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          2  people that the City can feel confident about, and

          3  it is a difficult situation.  But we need to make

          4  sure that there is complete trust in the agency.

          5                 That being said, we have been joined,

          6  re- joined by Council Member Lew Fidler, Council

          7  Member David Weprin, who is the Chair of the Finance

          8  Committee.  That is why I ran out for a minute, I

          9  had to go vote.  And we have been re- joined by

         10  Council Member Provenzano, and Council Member

         11  Christine Quinn from Manhattan.

         12                 Are there any other questions by any

         13  other members? Let's vote, okay.  Yes, we are going

         14  to ask the Speaker to come up, and the other Council

         15  members to come back.

         16                 On that note, I would like to thank

         17  you for coming, Mr. Newman, and we will say welcome,

         18  aboard.

         19                 MR. NEWMAN:  Thank you very much.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  At this point,

         21  we will open up the vote for both candidates in one

         22  vote, if you do not mind.  We will be voting to

         23  accept for nomination to the Board of Health, Mr.

         24  Benjamin Chu, and the other to be considered for

         25  appointment for President of the City's Tax
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          2  Commission, Mr. Glenn Newman.  And at this point, we

          3  will call the roll.  Or we can just do a unanimous

          4  vote, he is here, or he is here, okay.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Comrie.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Perkins.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Provenzano.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO:  Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Quinn.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN:  Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Rivera.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Avella.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA:  Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Clarke.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE:  Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Fidler.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  I vote aye on

         21  Mr. Chu, and a special pleasure to vote aye on a

         22  Fordham and Albany State Great Dane, Mr. Newman, as

         23  well.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Weprin.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN:  Aye on all.

                                                            50

          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2  I am also an Albany graduate, but I am voting aye,

          3  anyway.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  We will be

          5  keeping the roll open.  The Speaker and some other

          6  members are in the building.

          7                 I want to congratulate, again, Mr.

          8  Newman and Doctor Chu, and thank the Mayor's Office

          9  for bringing us two excellent candidates.  Herein,

         10  closes the official part of the meeting.

         11                 I want to remind the members that you

         12  have to return these confidential booklets, you must

         13  return the booklets to the staff.  And I want to

         14  again, congratulate Stu and Charles for their

         15  excellent job.  Council Member Oddo is here.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Oddo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Miller.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK:  By a vote of 11 in

         21  the affirmative, zero in the negative, and no

         22  abstentions, both items are adopted.

         23                 (Hearing concluded at 12:25 p.m.)

         24
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