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          1  SANITATION AND SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT

          2                 CHAIRPERSON McMAHON: Good morning,

          3  everyone. I hereby convene this meeting of the New

          4  York City Council Committee on Sanitation and Solid

          5  Waste Management. My name is Michael McMahon. I am

          6  the Chairman of the Committee, and today's hearing

          7  concerns Intro. 510.

          8                 This bill, which I introduced working

          9  together with the Department of Sanitation, would

         10  allow DOS enforcement personnel to issue violations

         11  for dirty lots.

         12                 A recent Environmental Control Board

         13  decision ruled that under the wording of the current

         14  law, the Department could issue violations only for

         15  sidewalks in front of vacant lots and not the lots

         16  themselves.

         17                 Passage of this bill would allow DOS

         18  enforcement agents to issue violations for

         19  garbage-strewn lots adding another tool in our

         20  continuing campaign for a cleaner and healthier New

         21  York.

         22                 And just to think of the irony that

         23  if you have a piece of property with a house or a

         24  store on it, you could be ticketed for having litter

         25  in on your lot, but if it's a vacant lot you
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          2  couldn't. So, this law just puts vacant lots on the

          3  same par as other properties, and I think it's a

          4  very, very good initiative.

          5                 So, we have before us Department of

          6  Sanitation Chief of Cleaning Operations, Bernard

          7  Sullivan.

          8                 Before I give him the floor, I just

          9  want to introduce the members who are here. Robert

         10  Jackson, Action Jackson from Manhattan, Jim Gennaro

         11  from Queens, David Yassky from Brooklyn. I'm joined

         12  by staff, Andrew Sterrer, Carmen Cognetta, and Dan

         13  Avery.

         14                 And Chief Sullivan, you have the

         15  floor, sir.

         16                 CHIEF SULLIVAN: Thank you.

         17                 Good morning, Chairman McMahon and

         18  members of the Committee on Sanitation and Solid

         19  Waste Management. I am Bernard Sullivan, Chief of

         20  Cleaning for the New York City Department of

         21  Sanitation.

         22                 I'm here to discuss Intro. 510, a

         23  bill that the Department wholeheartedly supports.

         24  Intro. 510 proposes to amend subdivision 2 of

         25  Section 16-118 of the City's Administrative Code.
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          2                 This section currently authorizes the

          3  Department to issue violations for persons who fail

          4  to keep their property and areas immediately

          5  surrounding their properties, including back yards

          6  and alleyways, litter-free.

          7                 For decades it was a longstanding

          8  Department policy that vacant lots fell within the

          9  definition of premises for purposes of issuing

         10  summonses to dirty area conditions observed inside a

         11  vacant lot.

         12                 However, in 2002, an Environmental

         13  Control Board Appeals Panel determined Section

         14  16-118(2) did not authorize the Department to issue

         15  such violations.

         16                 The Department supports Intro. 510 as

         17  an important measure that will greatly enhance

         18  neighborhood appearance and overall street

         19  cleanliness.

         20                 Under Intro. 510, the vacant lot

         21  owner or person in charge would be required to

         22  maintain the entire lot and the area in front of the

         23  lot free of litter and other debris.

         24                 It places vacant lot owners, many of

         25  whom are non-residents or seasonal residents, on the
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          2  same level as homeowners and businesses who are

          3  responsible for keeping their property litter-free

          4  and subject to fines if they fail to do so.

          5                 Allow me to reaffirm that the

          6  Department will continue to work with the Department

          7  of Health and Mental Hygiene when dirty area

          8  conditions observed inside a vacant lot rise to the

          9  level of a public health nuisance.

         10                 For the reasons I have just

         11  explained, the Department supports the passage of

         12  Intro. 510 by the City Council.

         13                 I will now be happy to respond to

         14  your questions.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON McMAHON: Thank you,

         16  Chief. And I want to thank you and Madeline Lagory

         17  for your patience this morning. And for working with

         18  us on this bill.

         19                 The only thing I hope you realize is

         20  that now all the complaints that we get in our

         21  Council offices about vacant and litter strewn lots,

         22  we're going to have a direct line to you saying, all

         23  right, chief, you've got the power, now get in there

         24  and give the tickets. But we think this is a great

         25  initiative.
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          2                 To my colleagues have any questions?

          3  No? Okay, I would therefore ask the clerk to call

          4  the question.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Introduction 510.

          6  Council Member McMahon.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of four in

         15  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         16  abstentions, item is adopted. Council members,

         17  please sign the Committee reports.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON McMAHON: Yes, members,

         19  please sign the reports before you go. Thank you for

         20  joining us today. And Chief, and Madeline, we thank

         21  you very much and look forward to working with you

         22  to ensure a cleaner and healthier New York for all

         23  New Yorkers.

         24                 Thanks. And have a great Thanksgiving

         25  holiday. Thank you.
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          2                 CHIEF SULLIVAN: Thank you very much.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON McMAHON: I hereby close

          4  this hearing of the New York City Council Committee

          5  on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management.

          6                 (Hearing concluded at 11:21 a.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 17th day of November 2005.
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         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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