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Fiscal Impact Statement
Proposed Intro. No: 721-A
Committee: Public Safety


	Title:  A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to prohibiting climbing, jumping or suspending of oneself from structures.

	Sponsors: Vallone Jr., Nelson and Gerson


	Summary of Legislation: According to the Council’s legislative findings, “New York City is unique for the number of tall buildings and internationally recognized landmarks concentrated within city limits.  This fact draws visitors from around the world, many of whom come to tour and admire these structures. However, an increase in the popularity of BASE (building, antenna, span, earth) jumping in the past several years has also lured BASE jumping enthusiasts to the City seeking publicity or fame from climbing the exterior of, or jumping or suspending themselves from, recognized landmarks. Currently, the City is unable to effectively prevent and/or penalize these individuals.  The Council finds that reasonable prohibitions must be instituted against such climbing, jumping and suspending of oneself to protect the safety of such persons, as well as bystanders, to deter this dangerous behavior and to preserve the integrity of New York’s landmark structures.” After defining the term structure to mean “any building, monument, statue, crane, bridge, sign, tower or other object, or any combination thereof, exceeding fifty feet in height,” this legislation would make it unlawful to jump from, climb or suspend from a structure unless performing construction or maintenance with the permission of the owner.
Violators would be guilty of a class A misdemeanor, punishable by up to one year in jail or a fine of up to one thousand dollars or both.

	Effective Date: This local law would take effect ninety days after it is voted into law except that prior to such effective date the police commissioner may promulgate rules or take any other action necessary for the implementation of this local law.

	Fiscal Year In Which Full Fiscal Impact Anticipated: N/A

	Fiscal Impact Statement:
Effective FY09
FY Succeeding

Effective FY10
Full Fiscal

Impact FY09
Revenues (+)
$0

$0

$0

Expenditures (-) 

$0

$0

$0

Net

$0

$0

$0



	Impact on Revenues:  The legislative intent of this bill would be to force compliance with its provisions rather than to raise revenue.  Its impact on City revenue would therefore be de minimis.

	Impact on Expenditures:  The NYPD will be able to enforce the provisions of this bill using existing resources.

	Source of Funds To Cover Estimated Costs:
  N/A

	Source of Information:
City Council Finance Division            

	Estimate Prepared By:  Lionel G. Francois, Legislative Finance Analyst
                                            Andy Grossman, Acting Deputy Director
                                            City Council Finance Division

	History:  Introduced as Intro. 721 by the Council on February 27, 2008 and referred to the Committee on Public Safety. Hearing held on June 26, 2008 and laid over by the committee. To be considered as Intro. 721-A by the Committee on September 4, 2008.
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