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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: We have a very

          3  special Councilwoman who will be with us

          4  momentarily.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I know I am on

          6  the wrong side of the hall right now, over here, but

          7  if you will permit me while the minority -- I know I

          8  am still the minority, but I would like to ask your

          9  permission to have the Invaders play a Christmas

         10  selection before I introduce them so you see the

         11  depth and the talent that comes from the Caribbean

         12  and the things that bind us together as a region and

         13  as a people is the culture of which we are all a

         14  part, may I present the leader of the Invaders, and

         15  then after that I will introduce you to the

         16  gentleman who brings from time to time, who

         17  publishes the Everybody's Magazine, who brings and

         18  promotes our culture and makes us famous in America

         19  through our music or dance and all of what we bring

         20  to the theater in the United States. So, may I ask

         21  the Invaders to do a selection so we get a flavor of

         22  who we are and what we are and what we bring to this

         23  great City.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Absolutely, the

         25  world famous renown Steel Orchestra, the Invaders.
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          2  Please come forward.

          3                 (Performance.)

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I would just

          5  like the leader of the orchestra, before you end,

          6  before you end, we are going to show, we will show

          7  the diversity of who we are. One of my colleagues,

          8  who is Jewish, wants to know whether you can play

          9  something, and I just want them to know that there

         10  are no people more diversified in music in depth and

         11  talent than we are. But Victor Robles, because he is

         12  Puerto Rican, who sometimes tried to be a Caribbean

         13  American when he wants a double dipping, wants the

         14  real deal, but he worked for Shirley Chism in the

         15  old days, so he wants to be a Barbasian, if he wants

         16  to be something else. But he ain't going to be that.

         17  But he wants something spirited too. So, we are

         18  going to give you the range, and then the Speaker

         19  and some of my colleagues want to be able to play a

         20  tune themselves. They have seen me dance, they have

         21  never heard me sing, because I can't sing anything,

         22  but I just want my colleagues to feel and understand

         23  that we understand music well.

         24                 MUSICIAN: Well, the instrument plays

         25  everything, so what I will probably try to
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          2  demonstrate is play a little bit of classical music

          3  for you. Have you ever heard the song Voices of

          4  Spring? So, let me just play a little bit of that

          5  for you and probably will get the idea and hope I

          6  could please you.

          7                 (Performance).

          8                 MUSICIAN: The instrument can do a

          9  wide range of things. For the Hispanic group, a

         10  little touch of Brozilla (phonetic).

         11                 (Performance).

         12                 MUSICIAN: The short version now of

         13  hallelujah chorus.

         14                 (Performance).

         15                 MUSICIAN: We would like to take this

         16  time to thank you all. This is a small version of

         17  the Orchestra. We presently have a 50-member band,

         18  Steel Orchestra, that is, and we will be performing

         19  at the Town Hall tomorrow and we hope to see each

         20  and every Council Member there.

         21                 We would like to thank our sponsors,

         22  BWIA and also Hennese Cogniac, for making it a

         23  worthwhile effort for us being here, and we know we

         24  are going to see you all there tomorrow. Please turn

         25  out, if you feel this is what you are hearing is
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          2  magic, wait until you come out tomorrow and you are

          3  going to hear magic. So, please make a big effort

          4  and attend. Thank you.

          5                 SPEAKER VALLONE: First of all I want

          6  to thank the Manager, Ricardo Herbert, and the

          7  conductor, Dr. Remy, and the publisher Cybil Chester

          8  of Sheflene Herman Hall.

          9                 I would like all of you to come

         10  forward now because we are going to present the

         11  proclamation.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: The

         13  proclamation will be handed to Cybil Chester from

         14  Sheflene and Somerset, Dr. Remy, the conductor,

         15  Herman Hall, and Ricardo Herbert, the manager of the

         16  band, if they will come forward.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: I have a personal

         18  thank you because the first time I saw the Steel

         19  band, the first time ever, was a few years ago when

         20  I got married, about 40 years ago, and the song was

         21  in the West Indies obviously and the song was Yellow

         22  Bird, because it just came out at that time.

         23                 Mr. Clerk, can we have this

         24  Proclamation read into the record, which now becomes

         25  part of the permanent history of New York City.
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          2                 Mr. Clerk, please.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: The Council, City

          4  of New York, Proclamation.

          5                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          6  New York is proud and pleased to recognize and honor

          7  the BWIA Invaders Steel Orchestra on the occasion of

          8  its gala concert series in New York; and

          9                 Whereas: In celebration of Christmas,

         10  the BWIA Invaders Steel Orchestra will perform "A

         11  Caribbean Christmas," consisting of a series of

         12  concerts in New York and Boston; and

         13                 Whereas: The concerts will be a

         14  unique blend of Christmas music in a classical,

         15  gospel and popular styles performed with the skill

         16  and musical eloquence that have made the Invaders

         17  Steel Orchestra one of the top five steel orchestras

         18  in the world; and

         19                 Whereas: The selections to be

         20  performed include the Orchestra's unique

         21  arrangements of pieces of Mozart and Dvorak; and

         22                 Whereas: Invaders was established in

         23  1937 by Elle Mannette an friends, and provided an

         24  environment which nurtured some of the finest steel

         25  musicians in Trinidad and Tobago, many of whom went
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          2  on to form other prominent steel orchestras; and

          3                 Whereas: The Orchestra's conductor,

          4  Dr. Jeannine Remy, a tenured professor of music at

          5  Idaho State University, former Fulbright Scholar,

          6  and author of a book about the Invaders; and

          7                 Whereas: The Invaders' instrument,

          8  the steel pan, is an icon of Caribbean culture

          9  enmeshed in its African roots; and

         10                 Whereas: This event will be the first

         11  such performance in the City in a decade, making it

         12  a truly special occasion; now, therefore,

         13                 Let it be known: That the Council of

         14  the City of New York honors the BWIA Invaders Steel

         15  Orchestra on the occasion of its Christmas concert

         16  series.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Congratulations. I

         18  would like to present this to you on behalf of the

         19  entire City Council, and ask you to identify

         20  yourself for the record and please accept.

         21                 MR. HERBERT: Ricardo Herbert, manager

         22  of the BWIA Invaders Steel Orchestra.

         23                 DR. REMY: Dr. Jeannine Remy, thank

         24  you.

         25                 MS. CHESTER: Cybil Chester, sponsor
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          2  Henesee Cogniac and Jonnie Walker Black.

          3                 MR. HALL: Herman Hall, publisher of

          4  Everybody's Caribbean Magazine and promoter of the

          5  BWIA Invaders Steel Band Orchestra in New York and

          6  Boston.

          7                 PARTICIPANT: They will be performing

          8  at Town Hall at the Grand Gala Concert tomorrow

          9  evening, conducted by Dr. Remy. You will hear the

         10  Hallelujah Chorus, a lot of classical, including

         11  Dvorak, which is a nice classical tune, and then

         12  let's not forget the Bronx. The Steel Orchestra will

         13  be at Lehman College on Saturday at 2:30 p.m., in

         14  Mount Vernon on Sunday at 3:30 p.m., and in Brooklyn

         15  on Sunday at 8:00 p.m. Tomorrow night at the Town

         16  Hall it is the grand finale. Town Hall in Manhattan,

         17  right in Broadway. We can't get any farther, the

         18  theater center, the entertainment center of the

         19  United States.

         20                 And let me publicly thank you

         21  sponsor, Sheflene and Somerset, for helping us to

         22  bring the BWIA Invaders Steel Band Orchestra into

         23  New York. And may I take the opportunity to

         24  congratulate and to thank the Chairman -- the

         25  Speaker, sorry -- of the house, of the City Council
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          2  -- we want to send you to Washington, I see -- the

          3  City Council, and City Councilwoman Una Clarke, for

          4  having us here, thank you.

          5                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you so very

          6  much. We are very fortunate to have the Ambassador

          7  of Goodwill and the Bridge between the West Indies

          8  and New York City and the person, the Chairperson

          9  Una Clarke. We thank all of you very, very much for

         10  the great work that you do, and you certainly do

         11  belong on Broadway, that is where you are now and

         12  where you will be going tomorrow, and many of us

         13  will come to see you. God bless you all, and keep up

         14  the great work. You bring about a lot of joy and

         15  happiness to people all over the world. Thank you.

         16                 Thank you, again. The great Steel

         17  Band, the world famous Steel band.

         18                 Council Member Spigner, any time you

         19  are ready, as soon as the floor is cleared.

         20                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         21  Members, please take your seats.

         22                 Mr. Clerk, can we have a roll call?

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Abel.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Berman.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Boyland.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Carrion.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Clarke.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Cruz.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Dear.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: DiBrienza.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Dilan.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eisland.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eldridge.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Espada.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Fiala.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Fisher.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Foster.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Freed.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Golden.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Harrison.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Henry.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Koslowitz.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Lasher.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Leffler.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Linares.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Lopez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Marshall.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: McCaffrey.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Michels.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Miller.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Moskowitz.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Nelson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Oddo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: O'Donovan.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Perkins.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Pinkett.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Povman.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Provenzano.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Quinn.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Reed.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Rivera.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Robinson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Robles.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Rodriguez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Sabini.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Spigner.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Stabile.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Warden.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Watkins.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: White.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Wooten.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Ognibene.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Speaker Mr.

          4  Vallone.

          5                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Here.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: A quorum

          7  accounted and present, would everyone at this point

          8  rise for the Invocation of the Stated Meeting, again

          9  delivered by Rabbi Jonathan Glass of the Civic

         10  Center Synagogue.

         11                 RABBI GLASS: Thank you, Mr. Public

         12  Advocate.

         13                 Men and women of the City Council, in

         14  two days we will once again remember the occasion

         15  that began our efforts to stand up to

         16  totalitarianism, Pearl Harbor Day, and that although

         17  the 20th Century may also be remembered for being

         18  one of the bloodiest, much of that blood was shed

         19  for the preservation of freedom. As we turn a page

         20  of history, let the lessons learned from these

         21  struggled preserve the peace for a better 21st

         22  century.

         23                 Amen.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Amen.

         25                 Thank you, Rabbi. Please be seated.
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          2                 Is Council Member Freed in the Hall?

          3  Not seeing her, Council Member Povman, would you

          4  like to spread the Invocation in full upon the

          5  record? Do you think you could? Do you have the

          6  experience to do that?

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: So moved.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: You can see

          9  why he is the ranking member in service.

         10                 For the adoption of the minutes,

         11  Council Member Henry.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: So moved.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you very

         14  much. I can see people want to get to the holiday as

         15  quickly as possible.

         16                 Are there any Messages and Papers

         17  from the Mayor?

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: None.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Communication

         20  from City, County and Borough Offices.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M969.

         22  Communication of Queens County Democratic County

         23  Committee, Terrence O'Connor, for Commissioner of

         24  Elections.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: That is Rules,
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          2  Privileges and Elections.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M970.

          4  Communication from the Kings County Democratic

          5  County Committee, Weyman A. Carey, Commissioner of

          6  Elections.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Rules, Privileges

          8  and Elections.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M971. From the

         10  Richmond County Democratic County Committee, Mark

         11  Herman, Commissioner of Elections.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Rules.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M972. From the

         14  Kings County Republican County Committee, Nancy M.

         15  Schacher, Commissioner of Elections.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Rules.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M973. From the

         18  New York County Democratic County Committee, Douglas

         19  A. Kellner, Commissioner of Elections.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Rules.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M974. From the

         22  Bronx County Democratic County Committee, Crystal N.

         23  Parks, Commissioner of Elections.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Rules.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Petitions and
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          2  Communications.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: None.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Land Use

          5  Call-Ups.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M975. By the

          7  Chair, Council Member Eisland, 990275 ZSQ, shall be

          8  subject to Council review.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on a call-up

         10  vote.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M976. By the

         12  Chair, Council Member Eisland, ULURP 990276 ZSQ,

         13  shall be subject to Council review.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on a

         15  call-up.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M977. By the

         17  Chair, Council Member Eisland, ULURP 990277 ZSQ,

         18  shall be subject to Council review.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on a

         20  call-up.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M978. By the

         22  Chair of the Committee, Council Member Eisland.

         23  ULURP 990278 PPQ, shall be subject to Council

         24  review.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on a
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          2  call-up.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M979, by Council

          4  Member Fisher.

          5                 ULURP C000577 PPK, shall be subject

          6  to Council review.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on a

          8  call-up, and I ask at this time that we have a roll

          9  call on the Land Use matters only, please.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Would the

         11  clerk please call the roll.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Abel.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Carrion.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Clarke.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dear.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dilan.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Aye. And with

          4  permission of the Council, I would like to be able

          5  to vote on all coupled general orders.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Hearing no

          7  objection, so ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Thank you. I

          9  vote aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eldridge.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Espada.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Foster.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Golden.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Henry.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Koslowitz.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Linares.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lopez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: McCaffrey.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Miller.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Nelson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Oddo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Perkins.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Provenzano.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Quinn.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rivera.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Sabini.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Stabile.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Here. Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Warden.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Wooten.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Foster.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: McCaffrey.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker, Mr.

         25  Vallone.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: At 36 to

          4  nothing all items are adopted and referred to the

          5  Committee on Land Use.

          6                 At this time is there a communication

          7  from the Speaker?

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Yes. My colleagues,

          9  we lost the Congressman Henry B. Gonzales this week

         10  who was the Dean of the Hispanic Delegation in the

         11  entire United States Congress. He has been a

         12  representative since 1953, and although he supported

         13  and initiated legislation for the welfare of

         14  Hispanics, he never ran on the Hispanic platform. He

         15  was a leader of the nation and the cause of civil

         16  rights, affordable housing, and economic justice for

         17  all.

         18                 As Chair of the House Banking

         19  Committee, he helped lead the effort to reform and

         20  strengthen the savings and loan industry, he was a

         21  strong personality.

         22                 Congressman Gonzales was the first

         23  Hispanic representative from Texas, and he served

         24  longer than any other Hispanic, spanning more than

         25  four decades in civil service.
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          2                 He had the reputation of being a fair

          3  leader who allowed equitable participation.

          4                 I am going to ask at the time that we

          5  close this meeting for a moment of reflection, in

          6  memory of Henry B. Gonzales, and I also would like

          7  to dedicate this meeting, and we will send, of

          8  course, this to his family.

          9                 I would also like to dedicate this

         10  meeting to the tragic death of Detective David

         11  Allan. He was known as one of the nicest and most

         12  respected officers in Brooklyn's 79th Precinct.

         13  Detective Allan was cleaning his gun last Thursday

         14  when it accidently went off and struck him in the

         15  leg, causing him to bleed to death.

         16                 He was a 15-year veteran on the force

         17  and a father of three. He spent his whole career in

         18  the Bedford Stuyvesant Precinct. He was very active

         19  in the community. This is a tragic moment, and at

         20  the end of the meeting, Mr. Public Advocate, I would

         21  ask my colleagues to stand in memory of Detective

         22  Allan. We will send this to his family and also for

         23  Congressmember Henry B. Gonzales.

         24                 That being said, in the spirit of the

         25  season I want to remember, remind everyone that
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          2  December, that this is our next to last meeting of

          3  the year, December 19th will be our last meeting of

          4  the year, and for the first time we have taken out

          5  the entire restaurant, the Beekman's Pub, which is a

          6  block and a half from here, and if you want to come,

          7  you must inform my office so that we can make the

          8  necessary arrangements. Thank you very much.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Count me in,

         10  Peter.

         11                 Any discussion of General Orders at

         12  this time? Any Council Member can speak for up to

         13  two minutes on any item considered today.

         14                 Seeing no one requesting to speak,

         15  are there any Reports of Standing Committees?

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: None.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Special

         18  Committees -- forgive me.

         19                 Now, any Reports of Standing

         20  Committees?

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports of the

         22  Committee on Finance.

         23                 Resolution 1634, authorizing the

         24  filing of applications for State Assistance to

         25  implement the Hudson Estuary Action Plan.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on General

          3  Order.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 926 and

          5  Resolution 1653. Preconsidered LU on senior housing

          6  55 Pierrepont Street, Brooklyn.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Report on the

          9  Committee on General Welfare. Intro. 752-A. An

         10  amended local law in relation to protecting

         11  individuals for a victim of gender-motivated

         12  violence.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: If I could ask the

         14  Public Advocate to waive the rules for one moment,

         15  because I forgot to mention this?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: I forgot to mention

         18  this in my stated time.

         19                 The amended and General Order Bill,

         20  Intro. 752-A, deserves some comments, because,

         21  number one, it fills the gap left when the United

         22  States Supreme Court struck from the federal act

         23  their right to sue for civil damages. So, what we

         24  are doing today is something that we promised we

         25  would do when that happened. We had hearings, gave

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            28

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  everybody a chance to testify for or against it, and

          3  we are now restoring the battered spouse's right to

          4  sue, and the right to obtain damages and the right

          5  to obtain counsel fees.

          6                 I should also mention that while the

          7  Mayor originally objected to this, he now is on

          8  board, and the reason why he is on board also is

          9  because I gave him my commitment that we would

         10  introduce another bill to restore, to include in any

         11  victim of any crime, the right to sue and the right

         12  to recover attorney's fees, as well as civil

         13  damages.

         14                 I think that would be a very good

         15  bill to do and you will have hearings on it in the

         16  Public Safety Committee, and we will act accordingly

         17  in the future.

         18                 But this is a very important piece of

         19  legislation we have on today, and to my knowledge,

         20  it will be the first locality in the country to

         21  comply with the Supreme Court's mandamus, that these

         22  kind of rights can only be given by the states and

         23  localities, not by the federal congress.

         24                 Thank you very much, Mr. Public

         25  Advocate.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you, Mr.

          3  Speaker.

          4                 General order calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 752 is

          6  amended and coupled with a message of necessity from

          7  the Mayor.

          8                 On the General Order Calendar is a

          9  resolution appointing various persons Commissioner

         10  of Deeds.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         12                 At this time I would ask for a roll

         13  call on the entire General Order Calendar.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Will the Clerk

         15  please call the roll.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Abel.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Carrion.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Clarke.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dear.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dilan.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eldridge.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Espada.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Foster.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Moskowitz.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Golden.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye. And if I

         20  may also be excused to also vote aye on Land Use

         21  Call-Ups?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Henry.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Koslowitz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: With

          6  permission, I would like to vote aye on Land Use

          7  Call-Ups, and aye on all coupled general orders.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Linares.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lopez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Pass. Can I be

         12  called again?

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: McCaffrey.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Miller.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Nelson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Oddo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Perkins.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Provenzano.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Quinn.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rivera.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Sabini.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Stabile.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Warden.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Wooten.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lopez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Permission to

          4  explain my vote?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye on all,

          7  except Intro. 752-A. I want to make a clarification

          8  in regard of that bill.

          9                 I came to the meeting to discuss that

         10  particular bill and I feel satisfied by the

         11  explanations given by the advocates in regard that

         12  this does include the transgendered community.

         13                 I know that this Council has

         14  distinguished itself for reaffirming the rights of

         15  the gay, lesbian, transgendered, bisexual community

         16  over the years that this Council has been in place.

         17  But when this particular bill came in the floor in

         18  the Committee, I wanted to have reassurance of that,

         19  that the intention of the legislation included

         20  without no question, no doubt, the transgendered

         21  community.

         22                 I asked for a modification on the

         23  bill. Later on I dropped that because I understand

         24  that the intention at this moment of this junction

         25  of this body is indeed to include the transgendered
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          2  community, therefore, based on that understanding

          3  and that that is the intention of this body, I vote

          4  yes on that bill also.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Pass.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Mr. Public

         10  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: I am going

         13  to vote aye on all coupled general orders but

         14  particularly want to address the local law that is

         15  before us which gives the rights of individuals to

         16  sue for acts of violence against them.

         17                 I had had some trouble with it

         18  because I had thought that in our society that we

         19  shouldn't try to be selective, that there are many

         20  people that are victims of violent crimes that don't

         21  have the wherewithal to pursue many victims of

         22  violent crimes that are reluctant to sue and need

         23  some additional time to do it, and I thought that

         24  the bill that we had here probably was too narrow in

         25  scope in terms of the people that it was protecting.
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          2                 I am advised, though, that the Mayor

          3  will be introducing legislation and this Council has

          4  agreed to undertake the legislation in which the

          5  rights that we are extending to special victims

          6  today will be extended to all victims of a violent

          7  crime, and I have a copy of that draft in front of

          8  me, and while I have some difficulty with some of

          9  the provisions on a technical nature, I believe that

         10  it is important that we provide a mechanism that

         11  people can receive some civil relief from those who

         12  feel that they should engage in acts of violence

         13  against them.

         14                 So, that with that understanding that

         15  this law clearly will then supersede whatever we

         16  pass today, and seeing no reason why we should

         17  exclude those, but they should be included, the

         18  groups that we are favoring today should be included

         19  in the general umbrella of the new legislation I

         20  vote aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker Mr.

         22  Vallone.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: By a vote of

         25  40 in the affirmative, to nothing in the negative,
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          2  all coupled general orders are similarly adopted.

          3                 At this time are there any bills to

          4  be introduced and read?

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: May I

          6  respectfully move that all other items be referred

          7  to the appropriate committee, with the exception of

          8  Resolution 1635, for immediate consideration, by

          9  Council Member Dear.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         11  Chair Berman.

         12                 At this time would anyone seek to be

         13  recognized for general discussion?

         14                 Council members, in order, Golden,

         15  Robles and Stabile, and then others as they raise

         16  their hands.

         17                 Could there be quiet in the Chamber,

         18  please?

         19                 Councilman Golden.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Thank you, Mr.

         21  President.

         22                 I would like to talk about Resolution

         23  1649. It's on the -- it's going into the Public

         24  Safety Committee, and I would like to discuss

         25  calling on the State Assembly to pass a bill that
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          2  would eliminate the Statute of Limitations for the

          3  prosecution of Class B violent offenders. The bill,

          4  sponsored by Senator James Skellis, has passed the

          5  State Senate in May and this bill would give the

          6  same status to Class B felonies that is given to

          7  Class A felonies, for which there is no statute of

          8  limitation.

          9                 The crimes that are covered by the

         10  bill are an attempt to commit murder, kidnapping or

         11  arson in the first degree, manslaughter in the first

         12  degree, sodomy in the first degree, aggravated

         13  sexual abuse in the first degree, cost of sexual

         14  conduct against the child in the first degree.

         15                 These offenses are committed by

         16  violent offenders. Advances in DNA technology have

         17  made it possible for the authorities to identify

         18  offenders long after the crime has taken place,

         19  there are more than 12,000 rape kits in New York

         20  City that are being analyzed by a private laboratory

         21  and being cross-referenced by the State's DNA

         22  data-bases.

         23                 The five-year term limit is running

         24  out on many of these cases. These predators should

         25  not be allowed to escape persecution or prosecution
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          2  since we now have the means to identify them.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you.

          5                 Let me call on Council Member Dear.

          6  He has an immediate consideration.

          7                 Council Member, are you in the

          8  Chamber?

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Yes, I am here.

         10                 I ask to waive the reading and ask

         11  for immediate consideration.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: If members are

         13  aware of it, are there any objections to Council

         14  Member Dear's immediate consideration?

         15                 Hearing none, all those in favor

         16  please say aye.

         17                 Opposed, no.

         18                 This immediate consideration is

         19  adopted.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So noted by

         22  the Clerk. And Council Member Fiala, as well. Abel

         23  and Fiala have abstained and Council Member Pinkett.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Aye.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Let us move on
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          2  now. In order, Council Members Robles, Stabile,

          3  Fiala and Pinkett.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Thank you, Mr.

          5  Public Advocate.

          6                 Let me just join with the Speaker,

          7  and I know that he said this session will end in

          8  memory of two great Americans, one, Congressman

          9  Henry Gonzales, who was the first from Texas who

         10  happened to be Latino, and, of course, the Dean of

         11  the elected officials in the country, Hispanic

         12  members, and I also am happy because he also

         13  reminded us of a New Yorker that some of us in this

         14  Chamber had the privilege of knowing him, working

         15  with him, and sharing life with him, and that was

         16  Detective David Allan, of which today he was taken

         17  to his resting place and a tragic accident that

         18  occurred.

         19                 But, you know, someone asked me, when

         20  I went to the wake yesterday, about this detective,

         21  if I was to describe him, how would I describe him,

         22  and I would concede that the only thing that came to

         23  my mind was Saint Frances of Assisi. St. Frances was

         24  someone who had a lot of wealth, gave it up to serve

         25  the least of the.
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          2                 And David Allan, although a police

          3  officer and a Detective Specialist lived his life

          4  and served the people of New York City as one of the

          5  Community Affairs Officers within the 79th Precinct,

          6  walking humbly, and although a police officer,

          7  always remember from whence he came.

          8                 So, I am also happy that the Speaker

          9  has asked that this Council adjourn in his memory.

         10                 That is what New York City is all

         11  about, when we have people like Detective David

         12  Allan, and that I am grateful that I had the

         13  privilege of knowing him and working with him.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         16  Council Member Robles.

         17                 Council Member Stabile.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Thank you.

         19                 My resolution that I introduced today

         20  is Resolution 652, which is as simple as apple pie,

         21  or Chevrolet or whatever else you want to say.

         22                 My resolution calls upon the New York

         23  State Legislature to waive the fee associated with

         24  new license plates set to be distributed as of

         25  January 2001.
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          2                 The cost is $5.50 per vehicle. Many

          3  not being aware of this, first of all, very few

          4  people are actually even aware this is actually

          5  going on, it means an extra expense for low-income

          6  families, it means an extra expense for senior

          7  citizens, people on fixed incomes, and owners of

          8  more than one vehicle.

          9                 Residents were not consulted about

         10  the new plates, they are not requesting plates and

         11  many do not even need new plates; therefore, why

         12  should we be mandated, mandated by the State to pay

         13  an extra $5.50 for new plates. The plates can show a

         14  difference in the region of the state of where you

         15  have registered. In other words, if you have

         16  registered your vehicle in Manhattan, or in the five

         17  boroughs, you would have the New York City skyline.

         18  If you registered up in Niagara Falls, you would

         19  have a picture of Niagara Falls. The article in the

         20  Daily News said the new plates were made to please

         21  the upstate region who felt they were left out

         22  because of the Statue of Liberty. This is

         23  ridiculous. It is stupid, okay?

         24                 First of all, the Statue of Liberty

         25  represents the freedom that people get when they
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          2  come to this country, and is the open gate that we

          3  have, allowing people, immigrants to come in here.

          4  It has nothing to do because it happens to be in the

          5  harbor of New York City, that has anything to do

          6  negative with New York State. Why should we pay for

          7  new plates when we are happy with the current ones?

          8                 I urge my colleagues to support this

          9  resolution to help prevent the residents from paying

         10  for new plates, that is not needed at this time.

         11  Thank you very much.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         13  Council Member Stabile.

         14                 Council Members Pinkett, Watkins and

         15  Reed. Let me take them in order, because they would

         16  seek to vote.

         17                 Let me seek unanimous consent if they

         18  can now vote. Hearing no objection, first Council

         19  Member Pinkett.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Thank you,

         21  Mr. Public Advocate. I would seek unanimous consent

         22  to vote on both the General Calendar and also on

         23  Land Use items.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Done.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: And secondly,
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          2  I would like to also comment, as did Council Member

          3  Robles, on the closing of the Council --

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Council Member

          5  Pinkett, let me just come back to you.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Okay, thank

          7  you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: And let the

          9  others vote and then I will call on you in order.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Good. Thank

         11  you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Council Member

         13  Watkins.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Thank you,

         15  Mr. Public Advocate.

         16                 I vote aye on Land Use items and the

         17  General Order Calendar.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Council Member

         19  Reed.

         20                 Is Council Member Reed in the

         21  Chamber?

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Yes. Thank you,

         23  Mr. Public Advocate.

         24                 I would like to vote aye on all Land

         25  Use and General Orders.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: We will now go

          5  back to the comment period.  Within order, Council

          6  Member Fiala and Council Member Pinkett.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Thank you, Mr.

          8  Public Advocate.

          9                 As my colleagues know, for the last

         10  month I have been speaking out on an issue that I

         11  think is very important.

         12                 I told you a story of a young girl

         13  named Alisa, a six-year-old, who lost her life at

         14  the hand of her mother and her stepfather. If you

         15  have been reading the paper as of late, it seems you

         16  can't pick up the Daily News, the Post, the Times or

         17  any of the other papers, the Staten Island Advance,

         18  my favorite, without reading a daily story of

         19  another child who has died at the hands of a parent

         20  or both parents.

         21                 I think this only reinforces the

         22  notion that as we talk about now adding all of these

         23  special classes of protection for everybody under

         24  the sun, which I have now voted for, that we should

         25  also look at updating the endangering of a welfare
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          2  of a child statute, which is part of the New York

          3  State penal law.

          4                 California, Texas, Pennsylvania, New

          5  Jersey and a host of other states have already

          6  created a felony charge for that statute.

          7                 Here in New York we operate under the

          8  same law that was crafted in 1965. All these years

          9  later, despite 140 percent increase in abuse cases

         10  in the City over a ten-year period, 140 percent.

         11                 When you read the paper day in and

         12  day out, and it reports that another child died at

         13  the hands of a parent who was no more than a parent

         14  in name only, then you have a problem. We should

         15  craft the type of protective measure for that

         16  statute that we have been crafting for all of these

         17  other special crimes. Our children deserve nothing

         18  less.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         21  Council Member Fiala.

         22                 Council Member Pinkett.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Thank you.

         24                 I would like to address the comments

         25  as made by Council Member Robles and to also support

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            46

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  the recommendation of Speaker Vallone.

          3                 I had the privilege of having lunch

          4  with Congressman Gonzales from Texas, and you can

          5  imagine my surprise, Victor, to sit down with a

          6  Congressman who spoke Spanish with a southern accent

          7  from Texas, and to realize that although he was

          8  Hispanic, he was not Puerto Rican, but indeed he was

          9  very proud of his Hispanic heritage, and a very

         10  powerful and well-organized political operative, and

         11  he made his presence felt and known and he indeed

         12  made all of us very, very proud to have an

         13  association with him and see how we could learn from

         14  him and how much he taught us.

         15                 He also taught some of our brethren

         16  who came from New York City and who were Puerto

         17  Rican and who thought they were going to go to the

         18  country and teach him and them what politics was all

         19  about, and they came back having learned the lesson,

         20  don't play with the master.

         21                 The second thing that was very

         22  important, too, is that I attended the services

         23  today for David Allan, the Police Officer who died

         24  last week. And I will say that he was my community

         25  affairs officer, and a friend to not only the

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            47

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  elected officials, to the community and an excellent

          3  representative for the Police Department of the City

          4  of New York.

          5                 He was a very gentle and a very noble

          6  person, and her personified the very best of the

          7  Police Department.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Ten seconds.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: I would only

         10  say that his life, and he served all of the 15 years

         11  that he was in the service at the 79th Precinct, he

         12  did not regard himself as an Ambassador to, but a

         13  representative of the Police Department a fine,

         14  indeed wonderful police officer, and in today's

         15  services it was recognized by the Minister that he

         16  indeed and the police were part of the tradition

         17  brought about as a result of the work that he did in

         18  our community.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         21  Council Member Pinkett.

         22                 Would anyone else seek to be

         23  recognized?

         24                 Council Member Watkins?

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Thank you,
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          2  Mr. Public Advocate.

          3                 I would like to commend Ronnie

          4  Eldridge and the Committee on Women's Issues and the

          5  General Welfare Committee, for the legislation

          6  protecting individuals who are the victims of

          7  gender-motivated violence.

          8                 It is appalling that in this day and

          9  age and in so-called enlightened society such as

         10  ours, so many women in particular are suffering

         11  injuries and sometimes death due to the fact that

         12  they are women and are sometimes treated like

         13  second-class human beings. So, I commend the

         14  Committee for sponsoring this legislation and ask

         15  that I be added to the list of sponsors.

         16                 I also am interested in taking a look

         17  at the legislation that my colleague, Mr. Fiala, is

         18  going to put together, because I think that he is on

         19  target about the increasing number of tragedies

         20  occurring among the most vulnerable people in our

         21  society, and that is our children.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you.

         23  Does that conclude your remarks, Council Member?

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Yes.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,
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          2  Council Member Watkins.

          3                 Council Member Nelson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you, Mr.

          5  Public Advocate.

          6                 Last week I did not get a chance to

          7  speak on this. So, very briefly I am going to

          8  mention that I had a local law that I wanted to see,

          9  that all school buses should have either a two-way

         10  radio or a cell phone. It is difficult when one

         11  thinks that they are not equipped with this now, or

         12  legally required to do so. So, I would like all my

         13  colleagues to really keep this in their minds, if

         14  they have not signed on already, because the obvious

         15  repercussions that can be, negative impacts that can

         16  cause a problem if they don't have a way to

         17  communicate to the inside world, it's an obvious

         18  reason to sign on with me.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         21  Council Member Nelson.

         22                 Councilman Berman.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: No, only at

         24  the conclusion, before we adjourn, sir.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Well, I think
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          2  we are close.

          3                 Would anyone else seek to be

          4  recognized before the Acting Speaker concludes?

          5                 Seeing no one.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Thank you, Mr.

          7  Public Advocate. I would appreciate it if the

          8  members would rise and that we adjourn this meeting

          9  in memory of the late Henry Gonzales and Detective

         10  David Allan.

         11                 For a moment of silence, please.

         12                 (Moment of Silence.)

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         14  Councilman Berman, and thank you, colleagues, for

         15  that moment of silence.

         16                 Council Members DiBrienza and Freed,

         17  who have other things in common, including that they

         18  got in under the wire, I would assume they would

         19  like unanimous consent to vote.

         20                 Is there any objection?

         21                 Hearing none, Council Member

         22  DiBrienza.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: I would

         24  like to thank you for the indulgence. I vote aye on

         25  all Land Use Call-Ups, if there were any; aye on all
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          2  coupled General Orders, including the landmarked

          3  piece of legislation introduced by the Speaker,

          4  co-sponsored by so many of us, that re-establishes a

          5  civil cause of action for victims of

          6  gender-motivated violence.

          7                 For ten minutes I was beeping my horn

          8  because I couldn't get through the locked gates that

          9  surround this place, and I look forward to the day

         10  when other Council Members who are elected, can be

         11  here, walk freely with the citizens of this City,

         12  not faced with those absurd gates.

         13                 I vote aye on all.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Out of breath,

         15  but never out of words.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: That's true.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Council Member

         18  Freed.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Thank you.

         20                 I, too, am going to vote aye on all

         21  Call-Ups and all General Orders, and I am also

         22  pleased that we will be passing Intro. 752-A today.

         23  As the author of a similar bill on my first term

         24  bill, which protected bias-related violence and

         25  created a private right of action, I was thrilled to
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          2  be a co-sponsor of this and I am glad that we are

          3  again passing this, and once again being in this

          4  Council as being in the lead of human rights and

          5  victims' rights.

          6                 Thank you. I vote aye.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

          8  Council Member Freed.

          9                 That concludes the Stated Meeting.

         10                 (Hearing concluded at 2:30 p.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 5th day of December 2000.
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