New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 276

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Lee

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to increasing the percentage of disability set aside units in affordable housing projects

Submitted by:
Council Member Lee

Justification:
New Yorkers with disabilities continue to face major barriers in accessing affordable housing that is truly usable, especially units that meet mobility needs or accommodate vision/hearing impairments. Even when affordable housing is built, the supply of disability-accessible set-aside units often does not match the level of need, leaving many residents without realistic options and forcing others into unsafe or inappropriate housing.

This legislation addresses this gap by requiring developers receiving City financial assistance to set aside specific shares of income-restricted units for people with disabilities: 10% for individuals with mobility issues and 5% for individuals with vision or hearing impairments, in addition to the existing 15% set-aside for homeless individuals and families. The bill also strengthens accountability by requiring reporting on these disability set-asides. This targeted change helps ensure City-subsidized housing better reflects the needs of New Yorkers with disabilities and advances equitable access to affordable housing.
