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          1  COMMITTEE ON HIGHER EDUCATION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: This meeting of

          3  the City Council Higher Education Committee is

          4  called to order. I am Councilwoman Helen Marshall,

          5  and with me today is my colleague Annette Robinson

          6  from Brooklyn, staff, I have Suzanne Levin who is

          7  our Counsel, and Barbara McDermott, Policy Analyst.

          8                 The subject of today's hearing is the

          9  four State University of New York City -- of New

         10  York, rather, SUNY colleges, located here in the

         11  City.

         12                 They are the Fashion Institute of

         13  Technology in Manhattan, by the way, a key industry

         14  in the City of New York. The Maritime College

         15  located in the Bronx, the State University Health

         16  Science Center, formerly known as Downstate Medical

         17  located in Brooklyn and the College of Optometry,

         18  located in Manhattan.

         19                 While these colleges are not part of

         20  the CUNY system, they offer vast educational

         21  opportunities for residents of the City of New York,

         22  and therefore certainly merit the attention of this

         23  City Council.

         24                 Core funding for SUNY colleges is 29

         25  percent state, 37 percent student tuition and 33
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          2  percent local sponsor support, the latter of which

          3  we hope to learn more about today.

          4                 These outstanding colleges offer

          5  undergraduate, upper division and graduate work

          6  leading to numerous degrees and professional

          7  licensing opportunity. All four colleges appear to

          8  have an intricate linkage, both educationally and

          9  professionally with the industry for whom they

         10  train.

         11                 This January marks the first

         12  anniversary of the Council's Higher Education

         13  Committee. My colleagues and I have intensely

         14  studied the City University and today the State

         15  University College of New York City. Even though

         16  many of us are CUNY graduates and some SUNY, our

         17  work on this Committee has enlightened us to the

         18  vast educational opportunities offered in our public

         19  higher educational system. And of course that is

         20  further enhanced by the low cost of public college,

         21  as opposed to private schools. New York is truly the

         22  City of opportunity.

         23                 We look forward to today's testimony

         24  which will no doubt add another -- add to our

         25  effectiveness as legislators and advocates for the
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          2  people of the City of New York.

          3                 Our first speaker will be David

          4  Farren, who is the Associate Vice Chancellor for

          5  Marketing and Enrollment Management System

          6  Administration, State University of New York.

          7                 Welcome, Mr. Farren, and you can

          8  proceed and give us your name for the record.

          9                 MR. FARREN: Good morning. Thank you

         10  very much. My name is David Farren, and I just came

         11  down from Albany this morning to be with you and I

         12  am honored to be here.

         13                 I am also honored to be here today

         14  with the Presidents of the four State University

         15  campuses that are located here in New York City.

         16                 I am pleased to introduce Dr. Eugene

         17  Feigelson, Interim President of the Health Science

         18  Center in Brooklyn, located in Flatbush and commonly

         19  known as Downstate; Dr. Alden Norman Haffner, of the

         20  College of Optometry, now located on East 24th

         21  Street in Manhattan, with plans to move in July 2000

         22  to the building that is now the CUNY Graduate Center

         23  on West 42nd Street, opposite Bryant Park; Admiral

         24  David Brown of the Maritime College, located in the

         25  Throggsneck section of the Bronx, and Dr. Joyce
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          2  Brown, of the Fashion Institute of Technology,

          3  located on West 27th Street in Manhattan, and

          4  occupying the entire block, bounded by Seventh and

          5  Eighth Avenues.

          6                 The presidents will give testimony

          7  about their own institutions, after I finish

          8  speaking, and we would be happy to address any

          9  questions you may have.

         10                 I would like to offer a brief

         11  overview of the system and provide statistics that

         12  are specific to the City of New York.

         13                 Each of you has received a packet of

         14  information about the State University, including

         15  our Application View Book. The packet also contains

         16  summaries of our multi-year investment plan, as well

         17  as recent highlights at the State University. The

         18  Annual Report of our Metropolitan Recruitment

         19  Center, and examples of our advertising and the

         20  publications we routinely send college advisors to

         21  keep them up-to-date about the State University.

         22                 If you will open the Application View

         23  Book to pages two and three, you will see the breath

         24  and depth of the system. The State University of New

         25  York is the world's largest comprehensive system of
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          2  public higher education with an enrollment of nearly

          3  370,000 students. The system comprises 64 campuses,

          4  including four university centers in Albany,

          5  Binghamton, Buffalo, and Stonybrook; 13 colleges of

          6  arts and sciences, most in smaller towns and cities,

          7  with New Paltz, Old Westbury and Purchase, being

          8  closest to New York City; five specialized colleges,

          9  two of which are maritime colleges, and the College

         10  of Optometry and another of which is SUNY

         11  Farmingdale in Nassau County; five colleges of

         12  technology located in rural settings, with Delhi and

         13  Delaware County being closest to New York City; two

         14  free-standing health science centers in Brooklyn and

         15  Syracuse, four partnership colleges at Cornell

         16  University in Ithaca - agriculture and life

         17  sciences, human ecology, industrial and labor

         18  relations, and the Veterinary school - and one

         19  partnership college at Alfred University, the

         20  College of Ceramics; and finally, 30 community

         21  colleges, one of which is the Fashion Institute of

         22  Technology, although as Dr. Brown will point out, a

         23  uniquely different model from the other 29 community

         24  colleges.

         25                 The community colleges located

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            8

          1  COMMITTEE ON HIGHER EDUCATION

          2  closest to New York City serve large numbers of City

          3  residents and include Westchester Community College

          4  in Valhalla, Nassau Community College in Garden

          5  City, and Rockland Community College in Suffern.

          6  Sullivan County Community College in Loch Sheldrake

          7  has residence halls on campus and attracts large

          8  numbers of New York City residents to the Catskills.

          9                 The missions of the campus types vary

         10  greatly and alone or in combination meet the needs

         11  of every possible student. Community colleges are

         12  for open admission, it is important to note, and we

         13  like to say that we have a place in the State

         14  University for anyone who graduates in the top 100

         15  percent of their high school class.

         16                 University centers, on the other

         17  hand, are selective in admission and offer

         18  pre-professional programs that allow undergraduates

         19  unparalleled opportunities to assist distinguished

         20  professors with their research.

         21                 The University Colleges of Technology

         22  offer distance learning through state-of-the-art

         23  video conferencing.

         24                 A student at Canton in the North

         25  Country, for example, would be able to enroll in a
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          2  course offered by Delhi or Alfred or Morrisville for

          3  that matter, and Canton would be relieved of having

          4  to duplicate that course offering.

          5                 Some of our colleges, such as

          6  Geneseo, are highly selective in admission, while

          7  others, such as Old Westbury, offer access to

          8  students who might otherwise find it difficult to

          9  attain a college education.

         10                 Still others, such as Buffalo State

         11  College, serve a heavily non-traditional student

         12  population and are less residential.

         13                 Among our specialized and partnership

         14  campuses, the veterinary school at Cornell, the

         15  College of Ceramics at Alfred, and the College of

         16  Environmental Science and Forestry in Syracuse are

         17  regarded as the finest of their type anywhere in the

         18  world.

         19                 I will leave it to the four

         20  presidents here with me this morning to speak about

         21  the sterling reputations of their own campuses.

         22                 We celebrated 50 years as a system

         23  last year, and we are proud of our diversity -- in

         24  our campuses, our course offerings and programs, our

         25  faculty, our students, our alumni, our histories,

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            10

          1  COMMITTEE ON HIGHER EDUCATION

          2  our varied and unique missions. As you will see when

          3  the four presidents testify, we have wonderful

          4  stories to tell about New York State's system of

          5  public higher education.

          6                 I would like to briefly comment on

          7  the sources of funding within the State University.

          8  Community colleges receive a significant share of

          9  their funding from their local sponsor, usually a

         10  single host county, as well as a significant share

         11  from the state.

         12                 The remaining funds necessary to

         13  operate each community college come from tuition.

         14  The rest of the campuses, save the partnership

         15  colleges, rely on the state and tuition for all of

         16  their funding and are called State-operated

         17  campuses.

         18                 This year marks the first year of a

         19  new financial model for these campuses, under which

         20  all tuition will be kept by the campuses. The new

         21  model is seen as a bold departure in that there will

         22  be no mystery to how each campus receives its funds.

         23  The new model places a premium on effective

         24  enrollment management.

         25                 Needless to say, the State University
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          2  relies on students from New York City to meet its

          3  enrollment targets. I am happy to share some

          4  impressive statistics with you. At the University

          5  Centers, the percentage of New York City residents

          6  range from more than 33 percent at Stony Brook to 30

          7  percent at Binghamton to 21 percent at Albany to 11

          8  percent at Buffalo. Clearly a decisive factor in

          9  college choice is distance from the City and that of

         10  course poses a challenge for many of our campuses.

         11                 Among the colleges, the percentage of

         12  New York City residents ranges from 29 percent at

         13  Old Westbury, to 27 percent at Empire State College,

         14  which is the first college of its kind in the United

         15  States serving working adults at centers located in

         16  urban areas across the state, to 25 percent at

         17  Maritime, 19 percent at both Purchase and New Paltz,

         18  and 11 percent at Oneonta.

         19                 Among community colleges, Fashion

         20  Institute of Technology enrolls 61 percent of its

         21  total population from New York City, Sullivan County

         22  19 percent, Nassau 11 percent, and Westchester 10

         23  percent.

         24                 Thanks to the recruiting efforts of

         25  our campuses and the assistance of our Metropolitan
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          2  Recruitment Center now located in Downtown Brooklyn,

          3  we experienced growth of over four percent in

          4  applications from New York City last year, which put

          5  New York City in the lead for all regions of the

          6  state.

          7                 Nine of the top ten feeder high

          8  schools are in New York City, led by Brooklyn

          9  Technical High School, which is just two blocks or

         10  maybe three blocks from our New York City

         11  Metropolitan Recruitment Center. Only Sachem High

         12  School in Suffolk County prevented a clean sweep of

         13  the top ten for New York City, and the other eight

         14  in order are Benjamin Cardoza High School in Queens,

         15  the Bronx High School of Science, Stuyvesant High

         16  School, Edward R. Murrow, Midwood and Boys and Girls

         17  High Schools, all in Brooklyn, Francis Lewis High

         18  School in Queens, and LaGuardia High School of Music

         19  and Art. You should know as well that 22 of the top

         20  50 feeder high schools for applications to the State

         21  University are in New York City.

         22                 Just as the State University benefits

         23  from New York City residents who boost our

         24  enrollments and offer a rich mosaic of cultures,

         25  backgrounds, and experiences to our campuses, we

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            13

          1  COMMITTEE ON HIGHER EDUCATION

          2  believe New York City benefits from well educated

          3  State University graduates who return to its work

          4  force and contribute significantly to its social

          5  fabric.

          6                 Thank you very much for your

          7  attention. I would be happy to address your

          8  questions after the four of the presidents have

          9  completed their testimony.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Thank you very

         11  much. And it brings me back to my days in Albany on

         12  the Higher Education Committee moving around the

         13  state to some of the universities that you described

         14  today. We do have a tremendous educational

         15  structure, public education structure, which we are

         16  very concerned about maintaining.

         17                 I am very pleased to see how many of

         18  our New York City students actually attend SUNY.

         19                 Do you have any relationship with any

         20  of the CUNY campuses at all?

         21                 MR. FARREN: Yes. Well, first of all,

         22  we rely on the CUNY two-year colleges to provide a

         23  stream of transfer students. I would say that all of

         24  our campuses rely on the CUNY two-year system to

         25  provide a pool of transfer students.
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          2                 We routinely work with our colleagues

          3  at CUNY. Just because we are both public higher

          4  education systems, we are both in many ways under

          5  the same funding mechanism, and we always get

          6  together to compare notes.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Great.

          8                 How would you say New York City high

          9  school graduates compare to graduates from around

         10  the State?

         11                 MR. FARREN: There is a pool of New

         12  York City high school graduates who are -- when you

         13  see the statistics of which high schools are largest

         14  feeder high schools, the reason why schools like

         15  Stuyvesant, Brooklyn Tech and Bronx High School are

         16  right at the top of the list is because a large

         17  number of their seniors are applying to our most

         18  selective institutions which are Binghamton -- the

         19  university centers, Binghamton, Stony Brook, Albany,

         20  Buffalo, Geneseo is another one of our very

         21  selective campuses.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Not Renselier?

         23                 MR. FARREN: Renselier is not part of

         24  our system.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Oh, it isn't,
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          2  that's right. Sorry.

          3                 MR. FARREN: Maybe one day, not now.

          4                 And so clearly the City of New York

          5  provides the very best students in the pool from

          6  across the whole state and they are very much at

          7  play.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: What type of

          9  remediation programs does SUNY offer to students?

         10  How is it integrated into your system?

         11                 MR. FARREN: Remediation is taken into

         12  account I believe at all of our campuses. There are

         13  certain campuses which use remediation as a selling

         14  point in their recruiting efforts.

         15                 I can point to our colleges of

         16  technology, in which are all residential but

         17  basically in rural communities across New York

         18  State. They make a point -- a point of pride with

         19  them is the amount of support they are able to give

         20  any entering student with the eye towards making

         21  sure that that they can succeed, that they will

         22  graduate. And these are two-year colleges, for the

         23  most part, although they do now offer four-year

         24  programs, limited numbers of four-year programs. So,

         25  the two-year graduate then will be equipped to
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          2  transfer on to a four-year institution to get a

          3  baccalaureate degree, and their intention is to give

          4  every bit of support that is necessary to get

          5  students who may not be right at the level to

          6  succeed to be able to succeed.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: We have a

          8  program within our City system that is really coming

          9  out of the CUNY budget, but it is to reach into the

         10  high schools, College Now and College Preparatory

         11  Initiative, do you at all exchange with those

         12  programs? Because they are to prepare students for

         13  college.

         14                 MR. FARREN: We have created a program

         15  unique to the State University called College

         16  Transitions, and it is a program that we are working

         17  with City high schools. In fact, later today we have

         18  an appointment at Dewitt Clinton High School on this

         19  very same program. And the idea is to work with

         20  seniors in high school to be certain that when they

         21  do become freshmen in college, they have under their

         22  belts a number of the important study skills so that

         23  they are going to be able to succeed as students in

         24  college.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Of course, each
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          2  of the college presidents will tell us about their

          3  programs, which we are really very much looking

          4  forward to, but at least the four colleges that are

          5  in our City primarily have a definite goal and

          6  career design. I was wondering how the new measure

          7  by your State Board of Trustees, the SUNY Board of

          8  Trustees, on a core curriculum, how that is going to

          9  affect SUNY?

         10                 MR. FARREN: Well, the core curriculum

         11  is clearly a mandate by our Board, in fact it was in

         12  Brooklyn, the Health Science Center that became a

         13  mandate. But the particulars have not yet been

         14  sorted through, and I understand that there will be

         15  an advisory committee formed on the part of all

         16  campuses by our provost, this is the system provost,

         17  and that studies will be made on how best

         18  implemented and clearly there will be certain

         19  campuses for whom cannot apply, they are much too

         20  particular in their mission. It much more pertains

         21  to those of our campuses which are more of the

         22  liberal arts, more liberal arts in their

         23  orientation.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Well, I think

         25  you are ahead of New York City there because
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          2  basically you are calling on the educators to

          3  develop the program, we are still struggling here

          4  with a little different kind of way of going about

          5  it. But we certainly thank you for coming down.

          6                 Do you have any questions?

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Yes, I do.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: And we have

          9  also been joined by another member, Council Member

         10  Golden, from Brooklyn.

         11                 MR. FARREN: The great Borough of

         12  Brooklyn.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Yes, the great

         14  Borough of Brooklyn.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Yes, the

         16  great Borough of Brooklyn, both of us.

         17                 Good morning. I certainly would like

         18  to welcome you here today.

         19                 In your remarks you indicated

         20  something about effective enrollment management.

         21  Could you describe for me what do you mean by

         22  effective enrollment management?

         23                 MR. FARREN: Well, it is a

         24  multifaceted undertaking, because enrollment

         25  management not only relies on recruiting the
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          2  freshmen, the new entering class, but it also

          3  equally relies on making sure that the freshmen who

          4  enter your campus are able to succeed and graduate,

          5  and it also involves the transfer students who had

          6  come after they had begun their freshmen or

          7  sophomore years elsewhere.

          8                 So, enrollment management is made up

          9  of not only recruiting the new class and entering

         10  freshmen, but retaining those students who are

         11  enrolled, and seeking sources of transfer students.

         12                 And each of our campuses have offices

         13  of admissions and offices of financial aid and the

         14  two working together can make college affordable and

         15  attractive to the students that they would like to

         16  enroll. But they have to go out and actively find

         17  them, and when they find them, they have to be very

         18  active about keeping them.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Let me ask

         20  you a question.

         21                 In regards to, you indicated that you

         22  have a college transition program, how many programs

         23  like that do you have throughout the City? Since we

         24  are in New York City, how many programs do you have

         25  operating in New York City, and what institutions?
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          2                 MR. FARREN: If I could to defer to my

          3  colleague Miguel Montez, who has worked more closely

          4  with the City high schools on this program --

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Yes.

          6                 MR. FARREN: I know that we have had

          7  training sessions here in the City of high school

          8  teachers who would then be the ones to offer the

          9  course.

         10                 Are you able to help with that

         11  question Miguel?

         12                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Both of you may

         13  stay there, just introduce yourself, please, for the

         14  record.

         15                 MR. MONTEZ: Good morning. My name is

         16  Miguel Montez, and I am currently the Acting

         17  Director of the SUNY Metropolitan Recruitment

         18  Center, and as David mentioned, Mr. Farren mentioned

         19  earlier, this afternoon we will be visiting with the

         20  principal of Dewitt Clinton High School, Mr. Norman

         21  Wechsler, who just recently received national

         22  acclaim for his school with nine other schools from

         23  New York City as a model school. And the State

         24  University of New York took an undertaking back in

         25  1993 as the recommendation of the SUNY Task Force on
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          2  Entry Level Knowledge and Skills, and one of the

          3  recommendations of the task force was to create a

          4  College Transitions Course. And in '93 I was the

          5  member of a Council of Professionals throughout the

          6  State, who came together to develop the model for

          7  the college transitions course, which was then

          8  piloted throughout the State in several districts

          9  and in several schools throughout New York City. And

         10  I am looking through the report here for a second to

         11  identify exactly which those schools were, but I can

         12  tell you it included Mother Cabrini High School,

         13  which is a parochial school in Upper Manhattan. It

         14  included the Manhattan Village Academy, it included

         15  City School, in included John Baum High School, that

         16  is just an example of some of the schools where it

         17  took place.

         18                 And the core curriculum of the

         19  College Transitions Course is specifically to deal

         20  with critical thinking. We found from our research

         21  that our young people lack in critical thinking

         22  skills, and that is one of the reasons why they find

         23  it so difficult to have the preparation necessary to

         24  successfully complete their freshman college year.

         25                 A second portion of the curriculum
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          2  includes specifically the nuts and bolts on the

          3  entire transition process, the application process,

          4  the financial aid process, money management, living

          5  on campus, all of the necessary skills that students

          6  need to be aware of before finding himself on the

          7  college campus, and understanding the entire process

          8  and the transition from high school to college and

          9  the independent living skills and all of that.

         10                 It is currently still being used,

         11  like Medford High School in Long Island where we had

         12  two individuals there who really took the ball and

         13  ran with it and took the curriculum and modified it

         14  and designed it specifically to meet the needs of

         15  their students.

         16                 The way the curriculum was designed

         17  was to be a series of modules that could be

         18  implemented on-site, depending on the needs of the

         19  particular school, based on their current

         20  curriculum, whether they had critical thinking as

         21  part of their core curriculum or not.

         22                 So at this time, as part of the Board

         23  of Education Task Force on the graduation rate of

         24  Hispanic students, myself and a couple of my

         25  colleagues, one from the Bronx Superintendent's
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          2  Office and one from an independent program called

          3  the Latino College Expo submitted a proposal to Dr.

          4  Margaret Harrington from the Board of Education of

          5  which she took portions of it and forwarded it to

          6  every principal, in New York City every high school

          7  principal. So, as a follow-up to that I am meeting,

          8  as I mentioned earlier, with the principal of Dewitt

          9  Clinton this afternoon in order to provide him the

         10  services of the College Transitions Course and the

         11  services of the Metropolitan Recruitment Office in

         12  order to pilot that with 50 students and see the

         13  success of this program in order to then come back

         14  to the Board of Ed and to the Bronx Superintendents

         15  and make a proposal to make this program available

         16  throughout the entire Borough of the Bronx, and then

         17  look to expand it throughout the City of New York.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Thank you.

         19                 Since the program began in 1993 --

         20                 MR. MONTEZ: Well, that is when we

         21  started it.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Oh, that is

         23  when you started it, '93.

         24                 MR. MONTEZ: The development of the

         25  curriculum.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: The

          3  development of the curriculum.

          4                 When did it actually begin to operate

          5  within the high schools itself?

          6                 MR. MONTEZ: I want to say we started

          7  piloting it in about '96.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: '96, okay.

          9                 Therefore this was '96, this is '99,

         10  so you have had a couple of years.

         11                 Have you been able to track the

         12  success of those young people as a result of

         13  participation in your program?

         14                 MR. MONTEZ: Yes, we have, and I have

         15  a copy of the status briefing from '93 to '97 which

         16  I can submit to the Council.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Would you

         18  please do that through the Chair.

         19                 Thank you very much.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: I have one

         21  other question, since we have you here.

         22                 Do you give an assessment test when

         23  students first enter the University?

         24                 MR. MONTEZ: Individual campuses have

         25  placement exams which they have selected and they
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          2  use in order to find exactly where the students fit

          3  into their entry level courses at each university.

          4  That is necessary in some cases, in some cases it is

          5  not.

          6                 My office particularly does not do an

          7  assessment evaluation of the students in a written

          8  form. Students are invited to attend one of our

          9  group sessions which are held in the afternoon after

         10  classes in the New York City office and at that time

         11  we share with them a presentation, an orientation on

         12  behalf of the entire University, our programs, our

         13  curriculums, our admissions policies, financial aid

         14  and so on, and then we invite them for individual

         15  sessions by which at that time we invite them to

         16  come in with their academic and financial transcript

         17  and we do individual assessment on their interests,

         18  needs and goals, and then determine how we can make

         19  the most appropriate college match between their

         20  interest and the programs or services that we have

         21  available throughout the University.

         22                 MR. FARREN: Also, in any of our

         23  community colleges, I can't speak for Fashion

         24  Institute because it doesn't quite fit the usual

         25  model of a community college, but in all of our
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          2  other community colleges, part of the application

          3  process, it is open admission but part of the

          4  application process is to be tested to see whether

          5  in fact the remediation should come before entry

          6  into the regular courses. And there is a limit, as I

          7  understand it, to the number of remediation,

          8  remedial courses a student can take. But it may be

          9  as much as a full year.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Remediation is

         11  by the finances involved in TAP also. We know about

         12  the formula, we are pretty knowledgeable about that.

         13                 Thank you both very, very much. We

         14  really appreciate you coming, especially Mr. Farren

         15  coming all the way down from Albany.

         16                 Thank you, we appreciate that.

         17                 We have been joined also by another

         18  member of the Council, Steve DiBrienza. We would

         19  like to now have Dr. David C. Brown, SUNY Maritime

         20  College.

         21                 Is anyone particularly pressed for

         22  time? Okay.

         23                 And I believe that I said that

         24  incorrectly, it is Admiral David Brown.

         25                 Welcome.
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          2                 ADMIRAL BROWN: Thank you very much.

          3  Good morning. My name is David Brown. I appreciate

          4  very much the opportunity to appear before this

          5  Committee this morning and to provide an update on

          6  my school, SUNY Maritime College, one of the best

          7  kept secrets in New York City.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Yes, it is.

          9                 ADMIRAL BROWN: I hope that when I am

         10  finished you will know us better and have a better

         11  appreciation for this exceptional institution and

         12  indeed this jewel within the SUNY system.

         13                 Maritime College was established in

         14  1874, through legislation passed by the State, the

         15  urging of the New York City Board of Education.

         16  Originally known as the New York Nautical School, it

         17  was located aboard a former Navy ship moored on the

         18  East River here in the City.

         19                 In 1938, the school, renamed the New

         20  York State Maritime Academy, moved to its present

         21  site in the Bronx at Ft. Schuyler on the Throggsneck

         22  Peninsula where it now occupies 55 scenic acres at

         23  the point where the East River joins Long Island

         24  Sound.

         25                 The college was one of the original
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          2  campuses of the State University when SUNY was

          3  founded in 1948, and it then became the State

          4  University of New York Maritime College.

          5                 We are one of only six institutions

          6  in the country, and the oldest. The other schools

          7  incidentally, are in Maine, Massachusetts, Texas,

          8  California and Michigan.

          9                 We are sometimes, in fact often

         10  confused with the federally operated U.S. Merchant

         11  Marine Academy at Kings Point just across Long

         12  Island Sound, but I can assure you that our students

         13  and their parents are very much aware of the biggest

         14  difference, because unlike their King Point

         15  counterparts, they pay full tuition, board in room,

         16  just like the students at any other CUNY campus.

         17                 Although we are not a federal service

         18  academy or a military school per se, we do host the

         19  only Navy ROTC unit in the metropolitan area and we

         20  also a commissioning program for the U.S. Coast

         21  Guard. What our students do have in common with

         22  their Kings Point counterpart, is that upon

         23  graduation, in addition to their academic degrees

         24  they earn a merchant marine officer's license, as

         25  either third mate or third assistant engineer for
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          2  ships of any tonnage or any horsepower.

          3                 Our curriculum encompasses much more

          4  than maritime topics, however. Maritime College

          5  offers a total of ten academic degrees, including a

          6  master of science and transportation management.

          7  Bachelor of science and bachelor of engineering

          8  degrees are offered in several engineering

          9  disciplines, plus marine environmental science,

         10  business administration and in the humanities.

         11                 A rigorous general education or core

         12  curriculum requirement is common to all of the

         13  undergraduate degree programs. Every student,

         14  regardless of major is required to take math through

         15  calculus, chemistry, physics, English composition,

         16  English literature, and history.

         17                 The unique aspect of the maritime

         18  college education is participation in the regiment

         19  of cadets in which the student experiences a

         20  structured learning and living environment where

         21  teamwork and leadership skills are developed through

         22  hands-on experience.

         23                 Nowhere is this experiential

         24  education model better demonstrated than on the

         25  three summer sea terms spent aboard the college
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          2  training ship Empire State VI.

          3                 In addition to putting into practice

          4  the technical and leadership principles learned in a

          5  classroom, the students visit overseas ports where

          6  they are exposed to other countries and cultures and

          7  see firsthand the way the world moves goods and

          8  carries on trade.

          9                 It might be worth noting here the

         10  maritime industry is robust and growing,

         11  notwithstanding the reduced number of ships in the

         12  American deep sea commercial fleet. In addition to

         13  the many ocean-going ships still under US registry,

         14  there is a vast coastal inland waters and great lake

         15  shipping industry which operates tankers, container

         16  ships, bulk carriers, supply ships, work boats, tugs

         17  and barges and passenger vessels of all types.

         18                 This ships are supported ashore by an

         19  infrastructure of freight forwarding, marine

         20  insurance, admiralty law, ship design, building,

         21  maintenance and repair pilotage, port and terminal

         22  operations, ship chartering and brokering, and

         23  shipping agents, all for both domestic and

         24  international shipping.

         25                 The maritime industry offers
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          2  outstanding career opportunities for professionally

          3  trained and educated young men and women. One of the

          4  things we are proudest of at Maritime College is the

          5  fact that our graduates enjoy a 100 percent

          6  placement rate with over 95 percent employed

          7  professionally in career management track positions

          8  within three months of graduation.

          9                 On average, 70 percent of those first

         10  jobs are in the maritime industry with about half of

         11  them afloat. And because increasingly stringent

         12  international and U.S. regulations are coming on

         13  line, governing standards of training, maritime

         14  college graduates can look forward to challenging

         15  and rewarding careers for the foreseeable future.

         16                 Waterborne transportation remains the

         17  most efficient method of moving large quantities of

         18  raw materials and manufactured goods. And just as an

         19  aside, by way of underscoring that point, it might

         20  perhaps surprise many of you to know that maritime

         21  is the second largest industry in the State of New

         22  York just behind agriculture in that it generates

         23  over $15 billion annually.

         24                 And while we take great pride in our

         25  role of producing leaders for the State's maritime

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            32

          1  COMMITTEE ON HIGHER EDUCATION

          2  industry and our nation's merchant marine, I must

          3  point out that our graduates are also successfully

          4  employed in any number of other careers, from

          5  science and engineering to business and finances. In

          6  fact, they succeed in virtually any career field

          7  they pursue.

          8                 Maritime college graduates are

          9  ambassadors and astronauts as well as admirals,

         10  captains of industry, as well as captains of ships.

         11  They can be found at the top of their field in

         12  medicine, law, education and the performing arts.

         13                 To cite just two examples at perhaps

         14  opposite ends of that spectrum: Scott Kelly, class

         15  of '87, is preparing to command a NASA Space Shuttle

         16  Flight, and Edward Villella, class of '59, America's

         17  premiere male dancer in the 1960s, is the founding

         18  director of the Miami Ballet, and yes, he graduated

         19  from Maritime College.

         20                 In terms of the demographics of the

         21  school, our undergraduate enrollment is currently

         22  about 675 and growing. The graduate program which

         23  consists mostly of working adults numbers over 400,

         24  of whom at any given time 150 carry a full academic

         25  load.
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          2                 Over a quarter of our undergraduate

          3  students come from New York City. Roughly 25 percent

          4  come from Nassau and Suffolk Counties on Long

          5  Island, 25 percent from the rest of the state, and

          6  25 percent from other states and overseas.

          7                 We currently have students enrolled

          8  from 18 other states and about eight other

          9  countries. The vast majority of our graduate program

         10  students live and work in New York City.

         11                 Two years ago, with the support of

         12  SUNY Administration and its trustees, we succeeded

         13  in obtaining the designation as a regional maritime

         14  academy by the Maritime Administration in

         15  Washington.

         16                 We have established partnerships with

         17  the States of Connecticut, New Jersey, Pennsylvania,

         18  Delaware, Maryland and Virginia, and offer our New

         19  York in-state tuition rates to students from those

         20  states. We expect this to result in at least a 20

         21  percent increase in enrollments, and the initial

         22  results support this prediction.

         23                 The college is also involved in new

         24  initiatives to enhance our level of community

         25  service and to share our facilities and resources
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          2  with our neighbors.

          3                 Last fall we began a partnership with

          4  the New York City school system to help stimulate

          5  grade-schoolers' interest in higher education in

          6  general, and math and science in particular. Working

          7  with School District Eight, we established the

          8  Science Academy, where selected fifth grade students

          9  hold some of their classes on our campus and sit in

         10  on selected classes with our students. We have begun

         11  discussions with Chancellor Crew's staff to explore

         12  the possibility of similar programs for selected

         13  high school students in Manhattan. And, of course,

         14  our library and many of our other campus facilities

         15  are available to the community, as are our

         16  continuing education and adult education programs.

         17                 Funding is always a concern to any

         18  public education institution, and this is especially

         19  so to small schools with relatively small budgets.

         20                 Several years of reduced funding were

         21  restricting us in our ability to reach our full

         22  potential and to the level of excellence befitting

         23  the nation's first and foremost maritime college.

         24                 That appears to be changing, thanks

         25  to the Governor's and State Legislature's five-year
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          2  capitalization plan for SUNY and CUNY. The timing

          3  coincides with our own five-year, $20 million

          4  capital campaign, the first ever undertaken at

          5  Maritime College.

          6                 The result of this much needed

          7  infusion of capital will be a significant

          8  enhancement in all levels of our program and

          9  improvements in the infrastructure which support it.

         10                 Looking ahead to the challenges and

         11  opportunities of the new millennium, we see the

         12  possibility for significant growth of the college,

         13  and not just in our traditional maritime and

         14  transportation programs. The international business

         15  world of the next century will require leaders

         16  educated in changing technology and business

         17  practices.

         18                 We believe that we can provide that

         19  education and are taking the first steps necessary

         20  to develop such a program.

         21                 This new program will grow from and

         22  not replace our existing and proven ocean

         23  transportation curriculum. With strong maritime and

         24  transportation underpinnings, it will fit our

         25  specialized mission perfectly.
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          2                 Drawing upon the resources and

          3  expertise available here in the financial capital of

          4  the world, we envision a program uniquely structured

          5  and staffed to educate a new generation of managers

          6  and leaders in the world of international business,

          7  commerce, trade and logistics.

          8                 I envision a very bright future for

          9  New York Maritime College. And if any of you were

         10  among those for whom the college was that "Best Kept

         11  Secret" before today, I hope that you now know what

         12  a great resource we represent for the state and the

         13  City of New York.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Well, I thank

         16  you very much. And you would be surprised, but the

         17  Maritime Institute was one of the main reasons I

         18  wanted to bring these four SUNY institutions here,

         19  because I know it is a best kept secret and it is no

         20  secret that I am very interested in science and that

         21  whole development.

         22                 I was wondering, can you get funding

         23  from NASA?

         24                 ADMIRAL BROWN: Actually we are paying

         25  NASA right now to get Scott Kelly to come up and
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          2  watch us beat Kings Point in Madison Square Garden

          3  in basketball a week from Sunday, but we will work

          4  on that.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: The Chairman of

          6  NASA is Dan Golden who graduated from City College,

          7  and he is very proud of that and he is a friend to

          8  public higher education. You might want to tap into

          9  that.

         10                 ADMIRAL BROWN: Thank you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Do any of my

         12  colleagues have questions?

         13                 We have been joined by Councilman

         14  Perkins from Manhattan.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: I just

         16  wanted to make a comment. Certainly it is one of the

         17  best kept secrets here in the City of New York, and

         18  I just want to thank you for your very comprehensive

         19  overview of it. It certainly gave me a better

         20  understanding of what is going on and what is really

         21  here so that when we have young people around us we

         22  can offer them some other kinds of opportunity as

         23  well.

         24                 Thank you very much.

         25                 ADMIRAL BROWN: You are welcome.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Maybe just a

          3  little bit more prying. On your admissions

          4  standards, what is required?

          5                 ADMIRAL BROWN: We really take the

          6  whole person concept into account. Our combined

          7  average SATs last year were I think just below 1060.

          8  But we look at the SATs of course, we look at high

          9  school grades, and we particularly are interested in

         10  the trend.

         11                 If somebody wasn't taking their

         12  classes too seriously through sophomore year but

         13  suddenly realized there was a future after high

         14  school and their grades demonstrated the ability to

         15  do college level work, that is more important to us

         16  than an overall GPA for high school.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Sounds like a

         18  student gets a fair break in getting into the

         19  college.

         20                 Well, thank you very much, Admiral.

         21  We appreciate you coming to us today, and we, our

         22  goal is to try to visit every single public higher

         23  education installation in our City and we hope to

         24  visit all four of the colleges. Of course we can get

         25  to FIT pretty easily and the College of Optometry,
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          2  but I have passed by from the Throggsneck Bridge and

          3  I have seen your campus and the gentleman's name was

          4  Drummond, Mr. Drummond that we talked about. He is

          5  the first one to bring out the Maritime Institute to

          6  me because he went to work here.

          7                 Thank you very, very much.

          8                 ADMIRAL BROWN: Thank you.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: All right, next

         10  could we have Dr. Joyce Brown of the Fashion

         11  Institute of Technology.

         12                 We are trying to do it alphabetically

         13  but everybody seems to be moving right along, so I

         14  don't think we will keep anybody so late.

         15                 DR. BROWN: Good morning.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Good morning.

         17                 DR. BROWN: My name is Joyce Brown,

         18  and I am the President of the Fashion Institute of

         19  Technology, and I would like to thank the Council's

         20  Committee on Higher Education for inviting us here

         21  today and to have the opportunity to speak about our

         22  respective campuses.

         23                 I am particularly pleased to have the

         24  opportunity to discuss the Fashion Institute of

         25  Technology where I am proud and pleased to have
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          2  served as President since June of 1998.

          3                 FIT is a specialized college of art

          4  and design and business and technology which

          5  prepares men and women for careers in the fashion

          6  and related industries.

          7                 Today the College's educational

          8  outreach extends to fashions more broadly defined

          9  industries, including design, business and

         10  communications and more than 20 related fields.

         11                 FIT offers 30 degree programs leading

         12  to the ASS, the BFA, the BS and Masters Degrees all

         13  developed in response to industry needs.

         14                 Many of these majors are innovative

         15  and unique to FIT, such as the country's only

         16  two-year program in accessories design, and the only

         17  bachelor's degree programs in home products

         18  development and marketing, cosmetics and fragrance

         19  marketing where students learn in our laboratory

         20  devoted to fragrance development, which is the only

         21  such facility located on a college campus.

         22                 FIT's educational offerings in

         23  Fashion Merchandising Management, Display and

         24  Exhibit Design, and Toy Design, were the first of

         25  their kind in this country - if not the world, and
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          2  became the prototype for others that followed.

          3                 Students learned to create marketing

          4  plans and point of purchase displays, they work with

          5  computers to design patterns and garments, and they

          6  learn to master the latest textile analysis

          7  techniques.

          8                 Many of our classroom projects have

          9  been industry sponsored, designing clothing for

         10  women with osteoporosis, furnishing a New York City

         11  brownstone for an important product launch,

         12  developing a unisex fragrance, and creating

         13  illustrations to be used as background art for

         14  television commercials.

         15                 Provided more than a textbook

         16  education, FIT students learn firsthand how to

         17  execute ideas in a meaningful and socially conscious

         18  manner.

         19                 As a college committed to career

         20  education with a broad cultural background and sound

         21  academic core, FIT offers not only essential

         22  professional preparation but a full range of liberal

         23  arts courses.

         24                 The college's location on Seventh

         25  Avenue at 27th Street in New York City plays an
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          2  important role in an FIT education. Just as New York

          3  City has set the standard for cosmopolitan life in

          4  the arts, business, communications, fashion and

          5  culture, FIT has set the standard in art and design,

          6  business and technology. The City is the college's

          7  extended campus quite literally, and FIT makes good

          8  use of it. Faculty, guest speakers and critics, come

          9  from industry to the campus every day bringing

         10  current up-to-date knowledge of their fields with

         11  them. Students go to industry locations through

         12  field trips, mentorships and internships. Real world

         13  projects in the classroom and out in industry

         14  studios, showrooms and offices provide actual work

         15  experience for students to develop their talents and

         16  to expand their interests.

         17                 Students are also provided the

         18  opportunity to study all over the world through

         19  FIT's international study abroad programs. Students

         20  compete to participate in FIT-sponsored semester

         21  abroad programs for international short study

         22  courses.

         23                 These offerings take students to

         24  Canada, England, France, Italy, Australia and Asia.

         25                 FIT's three graduate degrees in
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          2  Museum Studies and Gallery and Art Administration,

          3  lead to careers in the art world. Students in all

          4  three programs are able to acquire hands-on training

          5  experience. A required internship provides them with

          6  work experience in museums, historic houses, art

          7  galleries and auction houses.

          8                 We also offer a number of special

          9  high school outreach programs. "Saturday Live"

         10  offers high school students an opportunity to

         11  receive professional art and design instruction in a

         12  studio environment and/or to explore the challenging

         13  business and technology side of the multi-billion

         14  dollar fashion industries.

         15                 Local high schoolers discover and

         16  develop their natural talents, as well as have an

         17  opportunity to consider the relationship of those

         18  talents to possible careers.

         19                 The FIT Tech Prep Consortium was

         20  formed seven years ago as part of a national

         21  initiative to improve both the system of education

         22  and the competitiveness of the American work force.

         23  It is a federally funded program which seeks to

         24  build a seamless curriculum between the last two

         25  years of high school and the first two years of
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          2  college.

          3                 FIT is the lead college in the

          4  consortium which consists of four New York City high

          5  schools: The Murray Bergtraum School for Business

          6  Careers, located on Pearl Street, the High School of

          7  Fashion Industries on West 24th Street, the Norman

          8  Thomas High School on East 33rd Street and Louis

          9  Brandeis High School on West 84th Street.

         10                 Nearly 800 faculty members provide

         11  their expertise and knowledge to approximately

         12  12,000 American and international students annually.

         13  Of that, more than 5,700 students study full time

         14  and another 5,000 take classes part-time.

         15  Sixty-three percent of FIT's full-time students are

         16  residents of New York City and the immediate

         17  surrounding areas. We have a predominantly female

         18  student population and 54 percent of the full-time

         19  students are under age 22, whereas the average age

         20  of our part-time students is 26.

         21                 New York City's large international

         22  population is mirrored by FIT's own international

         23  student community who make up 13 percent of the

         24  student population and come from 65 countries.

         25                 We award some 2,000 degrees annually,
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          2  and over 50,000 students have graduated from FIT

          3  since the college opened its doors in 1944.

          4                 FIT boasts an 88 percent job

          5  placement rate for its graduates with 95 percent of

          6  those jobs right here in our local area. Equipped

          7  with both talent and an excellent education, FIT

          8  alumni work in upwards of 40 different industry.

          9                 The college proudly as alumni many of

         10  the leaders in each of these varied fields, and

         11  graduates are prepared to enter design, production

         12  management, advertising, marketing, merchandising

         13  and other fashion-oriented fields.

         14                 The FIT campus consists of eight

         15  buildings, three of which are residence halls,

         16  housing approximately 1,250 students. Our art and

         17  design center contains a diverse array of

         18  classrooms, including photography studios, graphic

         19  laboratories and model-making workshops. Our

         20  businesses and technology center houses academic and

         21  specialized classrooms, technical laboratories, TV

         22  studios and our fragrance studio, to name just a

         23  few.

         24                 The library at FIT is equipped with

         25  materials for both liberal arts and the technical
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          2  aspect of an FIT education.

          3                 It also carries an international

          4  assortment of sketch books, periodicals, slides,

          5  films and extensive clippings files.

          6                 Our special collection section

          7  contains an outstanding trove of rare books,

          8  original fashion sketches, photographs and archives

          9  covering such subjects as textile design, art,

         10  dressmaking, decoration and ornament.

         11                 The Museum at FIT is the repository

         12  of the world's largest collection of costumes,

         13  textiles, and apparel dating from the 18th century,

         14  with a strong emphasis on the 20th century. An

         15  extraordinary textile collection includes 30,000

         16  textiles dating from the 18th through the 20th

         17  centuries, 250,000 textile swatches, and 1,300

         18  sample books from all over the world.

         19                 A mix of contemporary and historical

         20  exhibitions, drawn from both the museum collections

         21  and from other museums and private sources, is

         22  offered. They reflect and reinforce the wide range

         23  of subjects taught at FIT. The museum collection is

         24  a rich resource which is regularly used by FIT

         25  students as well as industry members.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            47

          1  COMMITTEE ON HIGHER EDUCATION

          2                 The College is governed by its own

          3  Board of Trustees, most of whom make the industry

          4  their lives' work, and are committed to the

          5  development of talent and leadership for those

          6  industries.

          7                 The college's local sponsorship comes

          8  from the City via the Board of Education.

          9                 FIT is accredited by the Commission

         10  on Higher Education of the Middle States Association

         11  of Colleges and Schools; the National Association of

         12  Schools of Art and Design; and the Foundation for

         13  Interior Design Education Research.

         14                 FIT has recently taken on a

         15  significant challenge as it begins an ambitious

         16  capital campaign to revitalize and expand our

         17  campus, as well as to adapt and fortify our

         18  curriculum to meet the demands of the twenty-first

         19  century.

         20                 Our buildings are severely

         21  overcrowded and in constant use. By SUNY's own

         22  standards, we are almost 300,000 square feet short

         23  of the space required to adequately serve a

         24  population our size, and our laboratory facilities

         25  must be expanded and equipped, if we are to respond
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          2  to industry trends and rapidly-changing technology.

          3                 Our FIT master plan strategically

          4  addresses growth, flexibility, efficiency,

          5  technology, and the requirements of a fully

          6  functioning working environment. By enclosing some

          7  of our open areas, we will be provided with

          8  significantly more square footage, while making the

          9  college accessible to a larger number of students.

         10                 One immediate outcome of our building

         11  plan will be the completion of space designated for

         12  fashion shows, the first such space for the college,

         13  and perhaps more importantly, the only designated

         14  fashion show venue in the New York metropolitan

         15  area.

         16                 Included as well will be meeting

         17  spaces, seminars and conference rooms for industry

         18  and college collaborations.

         19                 The facilities improvement and

         20  expansion are essential to our success as an

         21  institution of higher education and as a provider of

         22  a prepared work force for the fashion and related

         23  industries in the new millennium.

         24                 While much of undergraduate higher

         25  education is struggling for relevance, FIT has
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          2  created unique programs through which young people

          3  from around the nation and the world have pursued

          4  their dreams of success  in fashion and

          5  design-related careers.

          6                 I would like to thank Chairperson

          7  Marshall for organizing this hearing and allowing us

          8  this opportunity to share information with you about

          9  our SUNY presence in New York City. And I would like

         10  to personally invite each of you to visit our campus

         11  and to see for yourselves the dynamic and the

         12  creative atmosphere which is the signature of our

         13  college.

         14                 I particularly hope you will visit

         15  our museum and enjoy our many special exhibitions in

         16  many ways in which we serve as a resource for New

         17  York City.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Dr. Brown, I

         20  thank you very, very much. In fact, my colleague

         21  here said hurry up and set up that visit.

         22                 DR. BROWN: Come on down, as they say.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: The thing that

         24  has impressed me in reading about all four of the

         25  colleges is how related you are intricately to the
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          2  industry, which means that when a student enters

          3  into either of your institutions, they know that

          4  they have a foothold into the industry, and I think

          5  if there is anything that provides inspiration for

          6  them, it's that, their goal is pretty clearly set.

          7                 How much of your funded, or how much

          8  are you funded from the Board of Education? And do

          9  they take their piece off the top of it?

         10                 DR. BROWN: Well, it is actually a

         11  pass-through. It is an allocation from the City that

         12  has passed through the Board of Ed. About 28 percent

         13  of our budget comes from the City, and the bulk of

         14  our budget -- our budget is divided with funding

         15  streams from the State and the City and of course

         16  from tuition revenues and County chargebacks, but 28

         17  percent of our budget comes from the City.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: So, the

         19  pass-through, the 28 percent that goes through the

         20  Board of Education, is that what President Farren

         21  was referring to when he described that the local

         22  share that comes from the county, is that our county

         23  share?

         24                 DR. BROWN: No, that is not the county

         25  share, that is the local community sponsored share.
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          2  County charge-backs are a different piece, but they

          3  are a much smaller portion of our budgets. But the

          4  community colleges that are part of this state

          5  university system are mandated to have a local

          6  sponsor.

          7                 If you take a look at Westchester

          8  Community or Nassau Community, they will have their

          9  own local sponsor from their communities. Our local

         10  sponsor is the City of New York, and the conduit, if

         11  you will, the Board of Ed is used as a pass-through

         12  for that money to us.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: And does that

         14  money come from our City?

         15                 DR. BROWN: Yes.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Okay.

         17                 Clearly, FIT epitomizes the

         18  cosmopolitan, I mean and the jazz of New York City

         19  and the fact that your industry is woven throughout.

         20  I mean, you might replace Bryant Park.

         21                 DR. BROWN: Well, we should. We really

         22  should. If you take a look at what happens when

         23  Seventh on Sixth, when the big fashion shows come to

         24  New York, there is a major construction and

         25  investment of resources that has to go on to create
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          2  those spaces and there is no one space that is

          3  adequate for all of the shows, so it really does

          4  seem a little strange in a City like New York that

          5  we would not be more accommodating to those

          6  industries.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: And how

          8  encouraging for your students.

          9                 What are your requirements for a

         10  student to enter into FIT?

         11                 DR. BROWN: Well, we have two main

         12  divisions. Although we have a fully functioning

         13  liberal arts division, it supports the major

         14  divisions which are art and design and business and

         15  technology, so the students in art and design have

         16  to submit a portfolio, and that gets evaluated and

         17  then they go through similar sort of admission

         18  process, the placement testing and advisement that

         19  the other students coming into the overall programs

         20  of the college go through. But the art and design

         21  students do in fact have to be able to demonstrate a

         22  portfolio and talent in the area they are hoping to

         23  study.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Well, as you

         25  recall, you headed the collaborative programs for

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            53

          1  COMMITTEE ON HIGHER EDUCATION

          2  the City University, I am always concerned how do we

          3  get the students in. Usually if we get them in, we

          4  have got them.

          5                 DR. BROWN: Yes.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Many of our

          7  students, the only ones who would really have a

          8  portfolio, et cetera, I would assume are some of the

          9  specialized high schools. How does a student who is

         10  talented in art and goes to a school, say John Baum

         11  or Newtown High School who is also talented, how

         12  would they put together a portfolio or are they left

         13  out of it?

         14                 DR. BROWN: Well, it's an important

         15  point and it is a very difficult problem. We run the

         16  Saturday Live Program to address exactly that issue.

         17  Those are for the high school students who believe

         18  they have an interest or an ability and they would

         19  like to explore that and develop it, and it really

         20  has become a great vehicle for students to enter

         21  into the college.

         22                 But for students who are not

         23  fortunate enough to be exposed to that program who

         24  don't hear about it or who don't get into it, it's

         25  very difficult, and I think it is a whole other
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          2  issue of course for discussion, but the lack of arts

          3  education in our public schools really does impact

          4  the students' ability to come in with a portfolio

          5  and to develop those native abilities they might

          6  have.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Do any of my

          8  other colleagues have questions?

          9                 Yes, Mr. DiBrienza.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Just an

         11  aside actually. I just want to commend the President

         12  and the staff and the personnel at FIT. My niece is

         13  now attending FIT, in her first semester, and it has

         14  been a very supportive experience, and I think that

         15  is what is nice probably about all of these schools,

         16  they have very caring and committed professionals

         17  and dedicated staff that work in public education.

         18  We know that just as officials, as people who are

         19  part of your wonderful committee, but I kind of see

         20  it firsthand now because she is living here from

         21  out-of-state, and attending the school and so on,

         22  and I just wanted to say that on a personal note,

         23  besides how we appreciate your work as Council

         24  members, the school and their staff are doing good

         25  things.
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          2                 DR. BROWN: Well, I am glad to hear

          3  that.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Any other

          5  comments? Other questions from my colleagues?

          6                 Well, thank you very much, Dr. Brown.

          7                 DR. BROWN: Thank you.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Let me just ask

          9  you one other question, though. On your students

         10  abroad, the International Program, how many students

         11  approximately participate in that on an annual

         12  basis?

         13                 DR. BROWN: We have probably a couple

         14  of hundred in our program over in Florence. Our

         15  largest program is in Florence at the Polimoda, our

         16  students. It is an Exchange program, our students go

         17  over and spend a year and their students come over

         18  here and spend a year.

         19                 We have affiliation agreements with a

         20  number of the other colleges or learning

         21  institutions around the world, so it is less

         22  concentrated in those instances.

         23                 But there are many, many students who

         24  have the opportunity by either faculty exchanges or

         25  special study arrangements to participate in those.
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          2  By far the largest international exposure is from

          3  the students coming into us, about 13 percent of our

          4  students are from abroad.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: You know, you

          6  are inspiring me to really put some legislation

          7  together that would demand, demand that our guidance

          8  counselors and our college advisors must talk about

          9  your institution.

         10                 It seems to me that so many of your

         11  students, and I encounter them all the time, they

         12  have no idea of the wealth of training that is

         13  available in our City, and you are right, some of

         14  them are the best kept secrets. I just think it is a

         15  crime, because we have such a wealth of students

         16  here who would be very interested in exactly what

         17  you teach.

         18                 DR. BROWN: Yes.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: We thank you

         20  very, very much for your testimony today.

         21                 DR. BROWN: Thank you.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Dr. Feigelson.

         23  Brooklyn Health Science Center.

         24                 DR. FEIGELSON: Chairperson Marshall,

         25  Council Members, guests and distinguished
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          2  colleagues, it's always a pleasure to be able to

          3  talk about SUNY Downstate and I appreciate the

          4  opportunity to talk about what we do and to let you

          5  know that this has been a center of learning that

          6  was founded even before the Brooklyn Bridge was

          7  built.

          8                 The first graduating class graduated

          9  one year before Abraham Lincoln was elected

         10  President.

         11                 Today we are the only academic

         12  medical center in Brooklyn, and the only public

         13  academic medical center in New York City. Our center

         14  comprises four academic divisions, the College of

         15  Medicine, a school of graduate studies where

         16  students pursue Ph.Ds in the biomedical sciences, a

         17  college of nursing and a college of health-related

         18  professions. Together these divisions enroll

         19  approximately 1,600 students, the vast majority of

         20  whom are from New York City. For these students we

         21  are an engine of opportunity.

         22                 More than a third of our medical

         23  students are from families with incomes below

         24  $24,000, while students and our allied health

         25  programs come from families earning even less money.
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          2                 Equally important, our graduates stay

          3  in New York so that we have become the City's

          4  premiere provider of providers.

          5                 Of the nearly 21,000 physicians now

          6  practicing in New York, more trained at SUNY

          7  Downstate than any other medical school in the

          8  country.

          9                 In Brooklyn, the impact of our

         10  medical education and residency programs is even

         11  more important. In some specialties 40 to 50 percent

         12  of all physicians working in the borough trained at

         13  Downstate.

         14                 And graduates of our nursing,

         15  occupational therapy, physical therapy diagnostic

         16  medical imaging and midwife programs can be found in

         17  virtually every hospital in New York City.

         18                 Our center includes a 376-bed

         19  university hospital, which offers the borough's most

         20  comprehensive health care. Throughout our history we

         21  had been a pioneer in medicine and in medical

         22  education.

         23                 The predecessor institution to SUNY

         24  Downstate was the College of Medicine founded at the

         25  Long Island College Hospital in Downtown Brooklyn.
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          2  The college was the first medical school in this

          3  nation to be founded within a hospital, and it soon

          4  became the model for medical education throughout

          5  the country.

          6                 Our institution and its faculty has

          7  continued to pioneer medicine and medical education.

          8  Among the noteworthy achievements, in 1955, Dr.

          9  Clarence Dennis, our chairman of surgery, performed

         10  the first successful open heart surgery in New York

         11  State, and the second in the nation. In 1964, Dr.

         12  Eli Friedman established the first federally funded

         13  dialysis clinic in the nation.

         14                 In 1977, Dr. Ray Damadian produced

         15  the first MRI in the nation, on the fifth floor of

         16  our basic science building.

         17                 And in the early 1980s, a team of our

         18  doctors conducted the first federally funded study

         19  of perinatal transmission of AIDS. We have the

         20  largest collection and database on AIDS and women

         21  and children in the nation.

         22                 Last October we proudly announced

         23  another of our faculty members, Dr. Robert

         24  Furchgott, made medical history. Dr. Furchgott won

         25  the Nobel Prize in Medicine for discoveries that
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          2  have revolutionized our understanding of vascular

          3  disease, and, as a result, scientists around the

          4  world are creating a new generation of drugs to

          5  treat heart disease, stroke, impotence, and a whole

          6  range of vascular-related diseases.

          7                 I am pleased to report that the State

          8  University of New York is committed to ensuring that

          9  our campus remains a major center of biomedical

         10  research in New York City and recently committed

         11  funds for a major renovation of the Basic Sciences

         12  Building, where Dr. Furchgott made his discoveries.

         13                 Last year our faculty received nearly

         14  $39 million in external funding, the majority of

         15  which came from the federal government.

         16                 We expect that the modernization of

         17  our laboratories will increase our scientists'

         18  ability to compete for research dollars.

         19                 As you probably know, the NIH has

         20  committed to doubling its budget within the next

         21  five years and we intend to get our share of that.

         22                 Last year we also received important

         23  external validation of our education programs. The

         24  national accrediting body for medical schools, the

         25  Liaison Committee on Medical Education, also called
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          2  the LCME visited our campus and gave us the optimal

          3  accreditation, a full seven years, without critical

          4  comments.

          5                 Among the institution's strength the

          6  survey team cited a faculty that is committed to

          7  teaching, a student body that is academically

          8  talented, diverse and positive about their school, a

          9  new curriculum designed to foster an appreciation of

         10  the rigors and rewards of primary care medicine,

         11  also evidence-based medicine and life-long learning.

         12                 An essential element of the first

         13  year curriculum is a weekly doctoring experience

         14  that allows students to explore the human dimensions

         15  of medicine at the very beginning of their medical

         16  school careers.

         17                 During the past year, we expanded our

         18  alliance with the City University of New York. For

         19  many years, we have had an affiliation with CUNY's

         20  Sophie Davis Medical School, we have recently

         21  committed to increasing the number of students that

         22  we take as transfer students from Sophie Davis, and

         23  for many years we have offered a joint BA/MD program

         24  with Brooklyn College.

         25                 Beginning next fall we will offer
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          2  similar programs with Queens College and the College

          3  of Staten Island. These programs help ensure that we

          4  continue to recruit a capable and diverse student

          5  body from the communities that we exist to serve.

          6                 We also, as you know, have close

          7  relationships with Kings County Hospital Center

          8  where we provided medical staff for many years and

          9  are currently exploring the comprehensive

         10  affiliation, and also talking about the

         11  possibilities of unification of Kings County

         12  Hospital Center with State University Hospital.

         13                 This past year we also received two

         14  of the largest grants in our institution's history

         15  to support our medical students. The Herzog

         16  Foundation awarded us a $2 million gift to provide

         17  scholarships for underrepresented and economically

         18  disadvantaged medical students and to fund

         19  fellowships in one of our clinical departments.

         20                 Another alumnus gave us $1.7 million

         21  to provide interest free loans to those who are

         22  financially in need.

         23                 Momentous changes occurring in health

         24  care has not only caused us to revamp our medical

         25  school curriculum, they have also stimulated us to
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          2  reevaluate our education programs in the College of

          3  Nursing and the College of Health-Related

          4  Professions. The shift in patient care toward

          5  outpatient settings has meant a decline, as you

          6  know, in demand for hospital-based professionals,

          7  the same trend, however, has created new

          8  opportunities for those health professionals with

          9  more extensive education and experience.

         10                 Recently our College of Nursing also

         11  initiated a master's degree program in nurse

         12  anesthesia and nurse midwifery. Both programs

         13  highlight the new responsibilities nurses are taking

         14  in providing health care.

         15                 Through the State's Health Work Force

         16  Retraining Initiative, we are also retraining nurses

         17  who have lost their jobs in acute care settings to

         18  become physician assistants, midwives and family

         19  nurse practitioners.

         20                 Over the past year, our College of

         21  Health-Related Professions has also taken steps to

         22  maintain its leadership role in preparing allied

         23  health professionals for a variety of job

         24  opportunities.

         25                 The college has long been known for
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          2  its innovative programs. For example, the College

          3  was the first in the nation to offer a bachelors

          4  program in diagnostic medical imaging, a

          5  fast-growing field.

          6                 The College continued its pioneering

          7  role in health science education this fall with the

          8  new master's degree program in midwifery. The

          9  program is the first in the nation to enroll

         10  students who are not trained as nurses.

         11                 The college is placing greater

         12  emphasis on primary care and community care. And in

         13  the near future, we expect to offer new master's

         14  degree programs in allied health, including physical

         15  therapy, occupational therapy, and physician

         16  assistance in public health.

         17                 Our decision is motivated by the

         18  expanding opportunities and responsibilities of

         19  allied health professionals in contemporary health

         20  care.

         21                 Our College of Health-Related

         22  Professions also offers a number of certificate and

         23  continuing education programs that reflect our

         24  special commitment to providing upward mobility to

         25  community residents, many of whom are unemployed,
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          2  educating them for fast growing fields.

          3                 I would also like to mention that we

          4  are probably second in the state and in the upper

          5  five percent in the nation of enrolling

          6  underrepresented minority students into our medical

          7  school.

          8                 I would also like to mention briefly

          9  that our school of graduate studies is undertaking a

         10  major curriculum revision. Instead of offering six

         11  Ph.D programs, we will offer two, concentrating

         12  major centers of excellence in molecular and cell

         13  biology and in the neural and behavioral sciences.

         14  We believe these interdisciplinary programs will

         15  give our students the flexibility they need to go

         16  wherever they want to go in science.

         17                 In the meantime the school has

         18  launched an ambitious recruitment program,

         19  particularly focused on New York City, and we have

         20  increased financial support to attract the most

         21  competitive students.

         22                 SUNY Downstate's primary mission is

         23  education. In carrying out that mission we also

         24  conduct research and care for patients. During the

         25  past year or so we have not only advanced our
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          2  education and research missions, we have also

          3  strengthened University Hospital of Brooklyn. Our

          4  Hospital is an important part of the community's

          5  infrastructure. Last year the hospital logged 12,600

          6  inpatient admissions and over 203,000 visits.

          7                 In angioplasty, our record of safety

          8  and success is among the best in the state. Our

          9  vascular division, established just a few years ago,

         10  has already built a powerful reputation

         11  internationally for developing breakthrough

         12  technologies.

         13                 Our transplant center, the only one

         14  in Brooklyn, was the first to successfully perform

         15  kidney-pancreas transplantation in New York State.

         16  We do more minority cardiothorasic procedures than

         17  any hospital in the state.

         18                 And our superbly equipped radiation

         19  oncology service recently became the first in the

         20  metropolitan area, and the 11th in the world, to

         21  offer Intensity Modulated Radiation Therapy.

         22                 And this past year, however, was most

         23  notable for the opening of our Acute Care Receiving

         24  Center. Our hospital never had an emergency room.

         25  This now provides 24 hours a day, seven days a week
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          2  access to the community.

          3                 University Hospital has always

          4  enjoyed a reputation as an excellent health care

          5  facility, but many in the community were uncertain

          6  about how to get in. Now all you have to do is walk

          7  through the door. The ACRC has literally opened new

          8  doors to the community.

          9                 University Hospital of Brooklyn is an

         10  important resource for community health and for

         11  medical education. It is also an important economic

         12  resource, and I would like to take just a moment to

         13  summarize several of the findings of an economic

         14  impact study we commissioned last year.

         15                 The report confirmed what we had

         16  known anecdotally: SUNY Downstate Medical Center

         17  plays a significant role in the Borough's economy.

         18  Our total economic impact approaches two-thirds of a

         19  billion dollars, and for every dollar the State

         20  invests in our institution, we at SUNY Downstate

         21  return 12 to the Borough, the City and the State

         22  economy.

         23                 Directly we employ almost 4,000

         24  people, 85 percent of whom live in New York City,

         25  and indirectly our operations create another 2,000
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          2  jobs in New York City.

          3                 Like other academic medical centers,

          4  SUNY Downstate faces many challenges in the coming

          5  years. Managed care, the cost of caring for the

          6  indigent, and formation of huge health care systems

          7  all have the potential to erode support for our

          8  primary mission, which is the education of new

          9  generations of health care professionals.

         10                 I believe strongly that the faculty

         11  and the students, the administrators, and alumni of

         12  SUNY Downstate are equal to the task before them.

         13  With your support we can meet these challenges and

         14  further strengthen New York City's only public

         15  academic medical center so that it continues to

         16  fulfill its important mission of education, research

         17  and patient care.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Thank you very

         20  much.

         21                 Dr. Feigelson, could you give us a

         22  little better breakdown on your academic levels? You

         23  have an undergraduate program, who is in your

         24  undergraduate -- what courses do you offer in your

         25  undergraduate programs?
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          2                 DR. FEIGELSON: We have a nursing

          3  school at the moment. We are moving our OT school to

          4  a master's degree program. We have about 87

          5  undergraduate students, most of our students are

          6  graduate students.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: And I know my

          8  cousin went to your OT training program. Now, she

          9  could really not get into Downstate until she had

         10  completed two years at Queens College; am I correct?

         11                 DR. FEIGELSON: That's correct.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: That would be a

         13  transfer student.

         14                 DR. FEIGELSON: Yes.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: And those in

         16  the clinical campus that come from Sophie Davis,

         17  they, too, would have had to finish their pre-med

         18  work?

         19                 DR. FEIGELSON: Sophie Davis does not

         20  have a clinical campus.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Right, I know.

         22                 DR. FEIGELSON: And basically after

         23  completing two years of medical school, the first

         24  two years -- they transfer into the third year at

         25  our school.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Well, I am

          3  delighted to hear that you are serving as a clinical

          4  campus for Sophie Davis, because that was one thing

          5  that I really spent a lot of time on when I was in

          6  the Assembly, trying to establish a clinical campus

          7  for Sophie Davis School of Medicine. So, it's good

          8  to know that we are doing it right here. It's

          9  wonderful.

         10                 Do any of my colleagues have any

         11  questions.

         12                 Council Member Perkins.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes.

         14                 Dr. Feigelson, thank you for being

         15  here with us and sharing what appears to be a rather

         16  exciting system that you have. The research that you

         17  are doing, are you doing non-traditional research, a

         18  research into non-traditional medicine? Like herbs

         19  and --

         20                 DR. FEIGELSON: You mean like

         21  alternative?

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Alternative

         23  medicines and things like that?

         24                 DR. FEIGELSON: Actually the simple

         25  answer is no. But it is not that our students are

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            71

          1  COMMITTEE ON HIGHER EDUCATION

          2  not interested in it, it is beginning to creep into

          3  our curriculum and as you may know recently a full

          4  issue of the Journal of the American Medical

          5  Association dealt with alternative medicine, the

          6  first time a major medical journal has done that.

          7  And I have to say that our students are more

          8  interested in it than our faculty, but it is

          9  beginning to creep in.

         10                 We have for a long time had an

         11  acupuncture program, but very difficult to do

         12  research in that area, because until recently there

         13  was no funding for it, and there still is not. The

         14  National Institute of Health dropped a token

         15  funding, I think $5 million, last year for research

         16  in alternative medicine and that was more to appease

         17  a political constituency than it was to do research

         18  because it was such a small amount of money. But it

         19  is creeping into the curriculum.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Thank you very

         22  much for your testimony. Again, a real tribute to

         23  SUNY in the kind of job that you are doing.

         24                 Our next is Dr. Alden Haffner, SUNY

         25  College of Optometry.
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          2                 DR. HAFFNER: Thank you very much,

          3  Madame Chairwoman, and members of the Committee. I

          4  am delighted and honored to spend a little time with

          5  you this morning. I think my other colleagues would

          6  not know this, but the last time that any of the

          7  SUNY institutions were asked to come before the City

          8  Council was 1976, 23 years ago, so this may be

          9  somewhat historic. And that occurred, Madame

         10  Chairwoman, just after the community colleges, now

         11  part of CUNY, were transferred from SUNY when the

         12  City University was founded in 1975, when it was

         13  coordinated under a Board of Trustees.

         14                 Those community colleges were part of

         15  our system up until that time. So, in effect they

         16  are really related to us. At least distantly.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: I am glad to be

         18  part of history.

         19                 DR. HAFFNER: Glad to be part of

         20  history.

         21                 My name is Alden N. Haffner, and I am

         22  the President of the SUNY College of Optometry,

         23  located in mid-Manhattan. Our institution was

         24  founded by legislative act in 1971. I notice that

         25  your materials cited 1838, I know I have a little
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          2  more gray hair than most others, but I don't go back

          3  to 1838, that's wrong.

          4                 The clinics of the college now known

          5  as the University Optometric Center, were founded in

          6  1956. As a matter of fact the reason for placing the

          7  college in New York City was because the clinics had

          8  already existed in New York City and the college was

          9  placed with the clinics.

         10                 Currently the clinics care for over

         11  140,000 patients a year in the house and in the

         12  satellites and extramural programs throughout the

         13  City. And Madame Chairwoman, ladies and gentlemen,

         14  that too was a well kept secret.

         15                 I will talk a little bit more about

         16  that. It is the largest eye clinics of its kind in

         17  the United States, we are quite proud of that.

         18                 The College has a reputation of

         19  excellence and indeed has been designated as the

         20  center of excellence in the University and that was

         21  done in 1978. The SUNY College of Optometry is the

         22  only institution of its kind in the entire state and

         23  indeed in the region. It was placed in New York City

         24  at the time of its founding because of the clinics

         25  which had already developed its fine reputation in
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          2  New York City.

          3                 The College maintains three academic

          4  programs and offers no undergraduate instruction,

          5  none. The Doctor of Optometry Program is a four-year

          6  professional post baccalaureate program, the

          7  professional program is structured not unlike that

          8  of dentistry medicine.

          9                 The College also offers a master's

         10  degree and a Ph.D degree in vision science, which

         11  are highly research oriented.

         12                 In addition to its major patient care

         13  programs, both in the central clinics and in the

         14  extramural programs, the College operates major

         15  research enterprise in the vision sciences, both

         16  basic and clinical.

         17                 It is the Schnermacker Institute for

         18  Vision Research, under which umbrella all of the

         19  research takes place. Much of the research is

         20  underwritten by federal grants and contracts, as

         21  well as similar underwriting from private

         22  corporations, agencies and foundations.

         23                 The Vision Science Research Program

         24  also cooperates in a consortium with scientists who

         25  engage in vision research and other universities
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          2  within the greater metropolitan area.

          3                 The College's Cone Vision Science

          4  Library has one of the most extensive and unique

          5  collections in the United States and indeed as part

          6  of State University it is a public library,

          7  available to everyone in the community.

          8                 Not infrequently inter-library loans

          9  are extended to major libraries at the colleges and

         10  universities throughout the country, and we are

         11  quite proud of that very highly specialized

         12  collection.

         13                 The college has a population of about

         14  300 students. We were the last college to enter the

         15  State University system and we are the smallest

         16  campus in State University.

         17                 The post graduate clinical education

         18  programs of residency education encompasses about 30

         19  students, 30 percents above the 300.

         20                 These programs are conducted in the

         21  central clinics, as well as in the VA hospitals, the

         22  Light House, municipal hospitals and other

         23  institutions.

         24                 In July 2000 the SUNY College of

         25  Optometry will be moving to its new and permanent
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          2  home at 33 West 42nd Street opposite Bryant Park in

          3  the New York Public Library.

          4                 This magnificent old building is

          5  being reconstructed for the unique purposes of our

          6  institution.

          7                 Optometry is a profession that has

          8  rapidly expanded in scope of professional

          9  responsibility and today it is viewed as a primary

         10  profession in eye care.

         11                 The excellence of its clinical

         12  education during this metamorphosis change in the

         13  structure of the profession of optometry largely has

         14  been responsible for its attraction to students from

         15  all over the United States.

         16                 I might mention, ladies and gentlemen

         17  of the Committee, that we are one of 17 institutions

         18  in the United States, two in Canada, and six in

         19  Mexico.

         20                 One additional comment is in order.

         21  Our students, the majority of whom are women, 63

         22  percent of the student body is women, are attracted

         23  to our college largely because of the excellence of

         24  the program and the unique system of clinical

         25  education.
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          2                 The college's alumni base is now in

          3  43 states and eight foreign countries. The students

          4  of the College consistently have ranked first in the

          5  nation in national board scores and indeed we are

          6  very proud of this significant academic achievement.

          7                 The new home for the College will

          8  provide a permanent base for this unique form of

          9  professional and graduate education. The clinics

         10  will continue to expand, as will the research

         11  programs, in the vision sciences.

         12                 I thank you very much for the

         13  opportunity to make these comments, and like my

         14  other colleagues, I would like to extend a cordial

         15  invitation to all of the members of the Committee to

         16  come and visit and you will be honored guests.

         17                 Madame Chairwoman, let me offer two

         18  additional comments about unique clinical programs

         19  that are offered by the college as an issue of

         20  public service.

         21                 Some years ago the college obtained a

         22  grant from the federal government for a development

         23  of the program to bring eye care to the home-bound

         24  elderly.

         25                 Shortly after we received the grant
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          2  we were literally, and I mean it in every sense of

          3  the word, we were literally inundated by the

          4  community charities, the social welfare and the

          5  social service agencies to have us visit home-bound

          6  elderly clients that they were servicing.

          7                 We did not have the beginning of an

          8  idea of the extent of that population. It is

          9  enormous. It is enormous. In our application to the

         10  federal government we said about 100,000, since no

         11  detailed figures are available. It is several times

         12  that amount.

         13                 I could tell you many stories, many

         14  human interest stories about our students and

         15  faculty going to the homes of the elderly shut-ins,

         16  and that is what they are. Eye care is not only a

         17  necessity, but it is also a quality of life issue.

         18                 A second program that I would like to

         19  talk about very briefly is one that is unique in the

         20  clinics, and that is the learning disabilities

         21  clinic. It is the largest in the City. We could

         22  probably just on the basis of need, we could

         23  probably close the College of Optometry this

         24  afternoon and reopen tomorrow a gigantic learning

         25  disabilities clinic for youngsters and adults and
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          2  not meet the need.

          3                 Our clinics are designed for those

          4  youngsters and adults who have visually and

          5  perceptually related disorders, many of which are

          6  amenable to treatment, most of which is not covered

          7  by health insurance or by the state, but it is a

          8  learning experience for our students, it's a

          9  research base for investigation and it is a public

         10  service mission of the institution. The waiting

         11  time, Madame Chairwoman, is 21 months for an

         12  appointment. That should give you an idea of the

         13  demand in the City.

         14                 We don't talk about it very much

         15  because the availability is so limited. But I

         16  thought you ought to know that.

         17                 Well, I thank you very much for the

         18  opportunity, and I will be more than happy to

         19  respond, for Ms. Robinson and Mr. Golden, they

         20  should know that I am a product Samuel J. Tilden,

         21  and a little institution called Brooklyn College

         22  from whence I got my baccalaureate degree.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: That is

         24  evidence of the value of our City University system,

         25  public college system.
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          2                 I really don't have any questions. I

          3  think your testimony was quite clear and

          4  comprehensive, and we are happy to learn about those

          5  two additional clinics, but it sounds like we should

          6  be putting some more money into them so that you

          7  don't have to wait 21 months if you have a learning

          8  disability, and it is due to your sight.

          9                 Do any of my colleagues have any

         10  questions?

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Council Member

         13  Perkins.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you.

         15                 Dr. Haffner, thank you very much for

         16  your presentation. You made note of a rather

         17  commendable number of women that enrolled in your

         18  school and I am just wondering if you had numbers

         19  related to the numbers of minorities that are

         20  enrolled?

         21                 DR. HAFFNER: I do.

         22                 And Mr. Perkins, I discussed this

         23  with you when you were part of Steve Sanders' cadre

         24  when you worked for the State Assembly. Steve is a

         25  distinguished colleague and friend.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes.

          3                 DR. HAFFNER: The largest single

          4  minority at the college are the Asian-American, 22

          5  percent. Sixty-three percent of the students are

          6  women. The Latinos make up about eight percent. The

          7  black Americans make up about five percent.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Okay.

          9                 DR. HAFFNER: We serve, I would say

         10  two-thirds of our student body are from New York

         11  State. They don't all go back to New York State.

         12  There is great mobility and great demand for the

         13  services of modern trained optometrists, and about

         14  one-third come from the other states, mainly in the

         15  region, our neighbors in New Jersey and Connecticut,

         16  Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Yes.

         18                 DR. HAFFNER:  And we have a cadre of

         19  international students from Canada, where there are

         20  only two institutions.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: What can we

         22  do to improve those numbers, particularly as it

         23  relates to the African-American and Latino?

         24                 DR. HAFFNER: We have outreach

         25  programs that we are constantly working on. This is
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          2  not an issue that we have stepped aside and have not

          3  paid attention to, quite the contrary. We have been

          4  involved in intensive recruitment.  There is a totem

          5  pole effect, I have to be very candid with you,

          6  there is a totem pole effect. When you get a

          7  talented minority student, the guidance counselor

          8  will push that student in the direction of medicine

          9  first, not optometry first. That is a problem. That

         10  doesn't mean that our black American optometrists

         11  don't do very well, they are tremendous role models,

         12  including members of the faculty, both men and

         13  women. But there is a recruitment problem, no

         14  question about it.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: This seems

         16  like such an exciting career.

         17                 DR. HAFFNER: It is.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: What you have

         19  to offer seems to be so exciting and those two areas

         20  that you cited where you are providing special needs

         21  seem to require some kind of outreach to get more

         22  interest, I would imagine that the areas where those

         23  needs are, are particularly in minority communities,

         24  so it seems like a wonderful potential marriage

         25  here.
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          2                 DR. HAFFNER: Absolutely.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Maybe there

          4  is some way that I or this Committee can be helpful

          5  in. And by all means let me know, especially since

          6  we have such a long relationship.

          7                 DR. HAFFNER: It goes all the way

          8  back.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         10  very much.

         11                 DR. HAFFNER: It goes all the way

         12  back.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 And Madame Chairwoman, you folks are

         15  going to come and visit?

         16                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Well, that's

         17  our plan.

         18                 Dr. Haffner, before you leave, we

         19  talked about in your clinics what long waits there

         20  are and the tremendous population in need of these

         21  services, how are you funded? How do you fund the

         22  clinics?

         23                 DR. HAFFNER: The clinics are funded

         24  in part by the State because they are in effect

         25  teaching laboratories, clinical teaching
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          2  laboratories.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: What

          4  percentage?

          5                 DR. HAFFNER: I would say about half

          6  from the state and half from the reimbursements by

          7  the patient or by the HMO or by the insurance

          8  carrier, or some third party.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: And the college

         10  itself?

         11                 DR. HAFFNER: The college is funded,

         12  about 35 percent by the State, and about 35 percent

         13  from tuition and the rest by grant, contract awards

         14  and so on.

         15                 You might be interested to know, and

         16  it relates to Bill Perkins' comment, like dentistry

         17  medicine, dentistry medicine and optometry have the

         18  highest tuition in City or State University,

         19  in-house, meaning in-state, and out-of-state.  And I

         20  don't think, if I were to poll the members of the

         21  Committee, that you might know what it is.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: What is it?

         23                 DR. HAFFNER: It is $10,840 for

         24  residents per year, and $21,940 per non-resident per

         25  year.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Well, that is

          3  still a lot more reasonable than private colleges --

          4                 DR. HAFFNER: You are absolutely

          5  correct.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: -- Medical

          7  schools.

          8                 DR. HAFFNER: You are absolutely

          9  correct.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: A lot more

         11  reasonable.

         12                 Are there any other questions?

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Yes.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Councilwoman

         15  Robinson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Thank you.

         17                 Good morning still. Could you define

         18  for me the difference between an ophthalmologist and

         19  an optician (sic)?

         20                 DR. HAFFNER: And an optometrist.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: And an

         22  optometrist. Thank you very much.

         23                 DR. HAFFNER: It is the three o's. It

         24  took me years to straighten it out in my own mind,

         25  so I understand the confusion among the public.
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          2                 The optometrist today is the primary

          3  eye care provider of services. He or she, more

          4  likely she, soon to be in the majority, provides

          5  primary eye care, a diagnosis and treats ocular

          6  disease, short of surgery, and provides contact

          7  lenses, vision therapy, care for the partially

          8  sighted and partially blind and provides other

          9  specialty services, such as learning disabilities.

         10                 The ophthalmologist is a physician

         11  who takes the residency program and primarily

         12  devotes himself or herself to the diagnosis and

         13  treatment of ocular disease, including surgery. The

         14  optician is the pharmacist to both groups. He or she

         15  fills the prescription, an ophthalmic prescription,

         16  of the optometrist or the ophthalmologist.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Thank you so

         18  very much.

         19                 DR. HAFFNER: You are very welcome.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: That was

         21  very clear. I am sure we have made a lot of people

         22  here aware today too.

         23                 DR. HAFFNER: Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Thank you.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Dr. Haffner,
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          2  thank you very, very much for your testimony.

          3                 DR. HAFFNER: Thank you.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: And just I

          5  would like to make a comment. Associate Chancellor,

          6  Vice Chancellor, Dr. Farren, Drs. Brown, both Joyce

          7  and David, Dr. Haffner and Dr. Feigelson, you have

          8  also set a precedent here and we have found that any

          9  time we bring the State down, SUNY, we find that

         10  whoever is from the central office stays, no matter

         11  what their position is, Vice Chancellor, Chancellor,

         12  they actually stay through the testimony of the

         13  entire time and in this case each of the college

         14  presidents and we are indebted to you for coming

         15  yourselves and talking about your universities. You

         16  have set a precedent here too and I am going to

         17  remind them sometimes, and I know the Mayor's

         18  representative is here and we never get the head of

         19  the agency to stay and listen to the testimony in

         20  its whole and I think they are all missing

         21  something. But we didn't miss anything today, we

         22  listened to everything you said. I was the one who

         23  wanted to bring you here and I am glad that I did

         24  and it turned out wonderfully and I hope it is the

         25  beginning of a good relationship, a long
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          2  relationship with us, and we want to thank you all

          3  so much for coming and for staying.

          4                 DR. HAFFNER: On behalf of my

          5  colleagues, Madam Chairwoman, thank you very much.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Doctor, wait.

          7  Councilman Golden wants to make a comment.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: I would like

          9  to speak to David Farren, if I can? Can you come up,

         10  David?

         11                 Thank you, Doctor.

         12                 You all did an outstanding job. It is

         13  fantastic, the work that is going on in SUNY and you

         14  are all a credit.

         15                 I just had a couple of quick

         16  questions.

         17                 On the four-year colleges and the

         18  two-year colleges, you have 64 institutions I think

         19  that is what you have altogether?

         20                 MR. FARREN:  We are made up,

         21  comprised of 64 campuses. But remember that four of

         22  those campuses are what we call partnership colleges

         23  at Cornell University in Ithaca.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Okay.

         25                 MR. FARREN: So, Buffalo University, I
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          2  might add, takes exception to the count of 64.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Okay.

          4                 MR. FARREN: They think it is only 61.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: All right. Do

          6  the four-year colleges and two-year colleges or just

          7  the four-year colleges take a combination of the SAT

          8  plus grade?

          9                 MR. FARREN: For entering freshmen?

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Freshmen,

         11  correct.

         12                 MR. FARREN: Only the four-year

         13  colleges and universities and specialized colleges

         14  would require the SATs. To my knowledge none of our

         15  community colleges require the SAT, and our colleges

         16  of technology suggest that an applicant submit the

         17  SAT but it is not required.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: But all your

         19  four years do?

         20                 MR. FARREN: Well, yes, I would say

         21  that all of our four years do, right.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: The remedial,

         23  is there remedial in the four-year as well as in the

         24  two-year colleges?

         25                 MR. FARREN: Yes, there is.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: And there is a

          3  cap of one year on remedial?

          4                 MR. FARREN: I believe that in the

          5  community colleges there is a cap of one year on

          6  remedial to still count towards the associate's

          7  degree. I am not clear, I think it would be very

          8  variable amongst the four-year institutions how much

          9  remediation can take place. I am not clear, and that

         10  would be a campus by campus policy.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Okay. The

         12  graduation rate on the two-year and a four-year

         13  colleges, part-time and full-time?

         14                 MR. FARREN: The State University as a

         15  public system has amongst the best graduation rates

         16  of any public system in the country. We are at 62

         17  percent in our four-year institutions, those who

         18  enter as freshmen graduating within six years, I

         19  believe it is. And our community colleges do not

         20  hold that same graduation rate, but I believe it is

         21  still close to 50 percent, which makes it a very

         22  different -- it makes it very different from the

         23  experience within the two-year colleges in CUNY, but

         24  that is because there is a different student

         25  population.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Actually, you

          3  did an excellent job here and obviously SUNY is

          4  doing an excellent job with their student base.

          5  Continue to do that. That is unbelievable, those

          6  numbers, and we applaud you.

          7                 MR. FARREN: Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Thank you very

          9  much.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: May I have a

         11  question on this?

         12                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: The

         14  difference between the SUNY and the CUNY student you

         15  mentioned was accounted for, the difference you

         16  believe in the graduation rates?

         17                 MR. FARREN: Well, I believe that with

         18  the CUNY two-year colleges, where what I have read

         19  in the press, if this is accurate, that the

         20  graduation rate is somewhere below five percent

         21  within four years -- I don't believe they count

         22  graduation within -- oh, within two years.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: You are

         24  talking about a two-year graduation with the

         25  two-year colleges under SUNY, right?
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          2                 MR. FARREN: Correct.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: And you

          4  mentioned that there is a different student, right?

          5  The type of student that would go to SUNY is

          6  different than the type of student that attends the

          7  City University two-year colleges?

          8                 MR. FARREN: No. I don't mean to say

          9  that it is a different type of student. I think the

         10  purpose of the student in going to the institution

         11  is different. Often with SUNY the student enters

         12  specifically to get the two-year degree within two

         13  years. I believe that within CUNY there is much less

         14  emphasis on getting the degree within two years and

         15  more emphasis on being able to take courses over a

         16  continuing period of time as time permits.

         17                 So, I think that it isn't so much a

         18  difference in the student as it is a reason for the

         19  student enrolling.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Are your

         21  students more or less the traditional student coming

         22  right out of high school?

         23                 MR. FARREN: Currently within our

         24  two-year community college system, there has been

         25  moved backwards I would say to a traditional age
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          2  student population, there was a time in the last

          3  five or six years where the age of the average

          4  student had crept up and I believe was reaching

          5  between 25 and 26 years of age. But within the past

          6  five years, what the presidents of the community

          7  colleges have told me is that it is now going back

          8  again much more towards the traditional aged

          9  student, i.e. one coming right out of high school,

         10  with the intention of spending two solid years of

         11  study and emerging at the end of that two years with

         12  their associate's degree.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: So there is a

         14  reasonable difference. Understanding for the

         15  difference in the rates of graduation which suggest

         16  that perhaps there needs to be different measures

         17  used for the two different types of systems

         18  considering the two different types of students.

         19                 MR. FARREN: That could well be.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes, number

         21  one.

         22                 Number two, remediation is the tool

         23  that you have found to be useful in the State

         24  University system?

         25                 MR. FARREN: In my testimony I pointed

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            94

          1  COMMITTEE ON HIGHER EDUCATION

          2  out there are certain of our campuses who in fact

          3  market themselves based on the remediation that they

          4  are able to offer, that they will provide the

          5  student who enters a very supportive academic

          6  environment to make sure that they can achieve and

          7  graduate. And that often is accomplished with

          8  remediation at the start.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: What would be

         10  -- since you are marketing for that purpose, then

         11  if you removed it from the system and privatized it,

         12  how would you think that would impact the so-called

         13  marketing that you are doing?

         14                 MR. FARREN: It would make a dramatic

         15  change with those campuses.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: It would have

         17  a chilling effect?

         18                 MR. FARREN: I would say yes.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: On that line,

         21  well of course we did discuss it before either of

         22  you came, we had asked the question, but it is fine,

         23  it is worthy of repeating.

         24                 Most of the students who are on the

         25  SUNY campuses, the majority of them are residents. I
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          2  mean, they are in dorms on those campuses.

          3                 MR. FARREN: There is a very variable

          4  thing, however; for example, the University of

          5  Buffalo, which the main campus of the University of

          6  Buffalo is a brand new purpose built -- not brand

          7  new anymore, but it is the most modern of our

          8  campuses, and it was built in the suburb of Amherst

          9  New York.

         10                 But there is also City Campus, they

         11  call that now the South Campus, which happens to

         12  host, I believe that is the home to their health

         13  science center and their school of dentistry, their

         14  school of pharmacy, their medical school.

         15                 Now there are residence halls at

         16  University of Buffalo at Amherst, but I believe I

         17  have been told 85 percent of the student population

         18  of the University of Buffalo does not live on

         19  campus.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: What would you

         21  say -- there is a difference in my opinion between

         22  an urban college and colleges where, you know, that

         23  is really a campus that is independent and where

         24  most of the students live in dormitories, what

         25  percentage of your University, maybe it is in some
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          2  of this literature that we have here, would

          3  represent an urban campus where the majority of

          4  people live in the area and come to that college and

          5  are also maybe part-time students, you know, people

          6  with other careers who are trying to improve

          7  themselves.

          8                 And because you said that your

          9  population is going back to the younger age group

         10  right out of high school, what percentage represents

         11  those colleges that are mainly dormitory colleges?

         12                 MR. FARREN: Right off we count all

         13  four of our university centers as dormitory

         14  colleges, but as I just pointed out, University of

         15  Buffalo, because Buffalo is a City, has such housing

         16  stock and because politically it would be difficult

         17  to build dormitories and take the renters out of the

         18  apartments they currently rent, that is a lot to do

         19  with the fact that they have a low percentage of

         20  on-campus residents, but all of the four-year

         21  university centers and all 12 of the colleges are

         22  meant to be residential, the colleges of technology

         23  are meant to be residential, the Fashion Institute

         24  has its dorms, Sullivan County has dorms, Mohawk

         25  Valley Community College in Utica has dorms, they
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          2  don't call them dorms, I am sorry, it is residence

          3  halls now. So, I would say that over half.

          4                 Now, when you talk about community

          5  colleges, essentially the community college is not

          6  meant to be residential, but in several instances we

          7  do in fact provide residences.

          8                 And when we say 64 campuses, 30 of

          9  those are community colleges, so I would say that if

         10  I had to take a quick stab, under half are

         11  residential.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: You see, I

         13  think that that makes a big difference between a

         14  student who is at a University full-time living in

         15  the dorms and their whole life is working towards

         16  their education.

         17                 Here in the City of New York all of

         18  our colleges, none of them have really dormitories,

         19  and so therefore, and most of the people are

         20  working, they have full-time jobs, part-time jobs,

         21  they take care of families. So there is a big

         22  difference. And whereas you make allowances for that

         23  on the state level, we are not always sure that that

         24  happens on the City level.

         25                 But we certainly are glad to have you
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          2  here today --

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: I have another

          4  question.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Sure.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Thank you,

          7  Chairwoman.

          8                 I believe you have 360,000 part-time

          9  and full-time?

         10                 MR. FARREN: Our total number is just

         11  under 370,000 now.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: And how many

         13  of that is residential?

         14                 MR. FARREN: Living in residence halls

         15  on campuses?

         16                 I don't have that percentage.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Could you get

         18  that for me?

         19                 MR. FARREN: Yes, I could.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Thank you very

         21  much.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Well, we

         23  certainly thank SUNY and we thank our four college

         24  presidents for coming.

         25                 It has been a wonderful experience
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          2  for us, and we hope that we can visit you in the

          3  future.

          4                 Thank you very much.

          5                 This hearing is adjourned. Thank you.

          6                 (Hearing concluded at 12:12 p.m.)

          7

          8

          9

         10

         11

         12

         13

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            100

          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 19th day of January 1999.

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            101

          1

          2             C E R T I F I C A T I O N

          3

          4

          5

          6

          7

          8

          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24                 -----------------------

                              CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

         25

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410
