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Briefing Paper of the Infrastructure Division

PROPOSED RES. NO. 1844-A:                               By: Council Member O’Donovan

TITLE:
Resolution calling upon the appropriate committee of the City Council to hold hearings on a pilot program to allow motor vehicles to legally make right turns at red signals in Richmond County and calling upon the Legislature of the State of New York to pass S.1763 and A.6819, which would legalize right turns by motor vehicles at red signals in Richmond County.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS


The purpose of Proposed Resolution No. 1844-A is to encourage the legalization in Richmond County of motor vehicles turning right at red signals after a complete stop if it is safe to proceed.  This resolution seeks to allow drivers in Richmond County the same advantages of legally making a right turn at a red signal enjoyed by drivers everywhere in New York State, except within the five counties of New York City.  The resolution points out why Richmond County is unique among the counties within New York City to justify its exclusion from the current legal prohibition against making right turns at red signals.  Finally, Proposed Res. No. 1844-A seeks creation of a pilot program to allow right on red in Richmond County and advocates for passage of legislation currently under consideration in the State Legislature that would legalize motor vehicles making right turns at red signals in Richmond County.

 
The purpose of permitting motor vehicles to legally make right turns at red signals in Richmond County is to improve the flow of vehicular traffic where such turning can be safely accommodated.  Pedestrian and vehicular traffic flow in Richmond County are significantly lighter in relation to the other four counties that comprise New York City. Such traffic patterns make Richmond County’s vehicular traffic situation unique to New York City in that it allows for more opportunities for safe right on red turning than anywhere else in New York City.

Traffic patterns in Richmond County are more appropriately compared to upstate cities like Syracuse and Rochester where right on red is legal than to the other four counties of New York City.  Statistic for 1999 obtained from the New York State Department of Motor Vehicles relating to vehicular accidents involving vehicles making right turns at red signals at urban locations in New York State, other than New York City, indicate that making right turns at red signals accounted for only a minute portion of total vehicular accidents.  The statistics show that in 1999 there were only 320 accidents involving vehicles making right turns at red signals out of a total of 160,933 vehicular accidents.  Therefore, right on red in Richmond County should be legalized or, at a minimum, be reexamined by instituting a pilot program and reviewing the results.   


Safety is, of course, paramount.  Right on red in Richmond County should be legalized, but not without proper preventive measures.  While right on red should be the rule throughout Richmond County, signs prohibiting such turning should be erected at intersections where such turning is judged to be dangerous.  Public safety should not be sacrificed in order to achieve improved traffic flow and greater public convenience.


Proposed Res. No. 1844-A calls for a pilot program permitting motor vehicles to make right turns at red signals while the New York State Legislature continues its examination of whether it should enact legislation which would legalize right turns on red in Richmond County by amending the New York State Vehicle and Traffic Law which currently prohibits such turning within the confines of New York City.  The State Senate is currently considering S.1763, introduced by Senator John Marchi, while the State Assembly is contemplating A.6819, introduced by Assembyman Eric Vitaliano, which would affect such a change.
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