New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 300

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Marte

Bill Title:
A Local Law to prohibit the Commissioner of Parks and Recreation from installing artificial grass in New York City parks, with the exception of repairing or reconstructing artificial grass installed prior to the effective date of the bill.
Submitted by:
Council Member Marte

Justification:
Artificial grass poses serious environmental and physical health risks. Artificial grass fields are made up of many chemicals and microplastics, such as lead and PFAS, that seep into the air and water. A single field contains over 40,000 pounds of plastic and rubber, yet there is not a single plant in the country capable of recycling artificial grass fields. These fields can become nearly 100 degrees hotter than natural grass and concrete, which has been proven to contribute to the Urban Heat Island Effect. Those who use artificial turf fields are more prone to injury, particularly children, and the chemicals from the turf can enter the body and have potentially caused cancer is sports players. 

This bill would protect New York City parks from dangerous artificial grass fields by prohibiting their future installation in parks. This would ensure that parks are true green spaces made up of real grass, that would provide environmental benefits, protect park users, and potentially have fewer long-term costs than artificial grass. 
