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Organizational Meeting of the Committee on Health

On February 16, 2006, the Committee on Health, chaired by Council Member Joel Rivera, will hold an organizational meeting to discuss the Committee’s agenda for the upcoming year.

The Committee on Health has oversight jurisdiction over the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH), which is responsible for safeguarding the health and well-being of New Yorkers.  DOHMH implements this mission by providing direct health services, education and outreach programs, and surveillance of disease within New York City.  DOHMH is also responsible for health care of prisoners incarcerated within New York City jails.  DOHMH derives its responsibilities and powers from the New York City Charter, the Administrative Code and the Health Code.  The Health Code is promulgated by the Board of Health and, under the City Charter, has the force of law. 

The Committee on Health also has oversight jurisdiction over the New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation (“HHC”).  HHC is a system of hospitals and clinics owned and operated by the City of New York, and is the largest municipal hospital system in the United States.  Created in 1970 by the New York State Legislature, HHC is an independent public benefit corporation, the mission of which is to ensure the administration of medical care to all patients, regardless of their ability to pay for those services.  HHC operates twelve major acute-care hospitals, as well as rehabilitation centers, diagnostic and treatment centers, and child health clinics.  

The Committee on Health also retains jurisdiction over the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner, the City’s forensic medical services division.  In addition, the Committee has jurisdiction over health-related Emergency Medical Services (EMS) issues, such as the provision of medical care on ambulances.

In February, Council Member Rivera sent a questionnaire to all 51 Council Members seeking their input on the health issues that are most pressing to their districts.  The answers to such questionnaire will help shape the Health Committee’s legislative agenda as time progresses.  

Attached to this briefing paper is a list of Health Committee oversight hearing topics and legislation.  At today’s organizational meeting, the Committee will discuss important public health issues and, in the context of this discussion, will develop ideas for the Committee’s hearing topics.

10
2

