Res. No. 804

..Title
Resolution condemning the United States Department of Homeland Security’s decision to terminate the Temporary Protected Status designation for citizens of Nepal residing in the United States, and calls on the U.S. Department of Homeland Security to extend the Temporary Protected Status designation to Nepal.
..Body

By Council Members Dromm, Rosenthal and Lander
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Whereas, Temporary Protected Status (“TPS”) is a temporary immigration status granted to eligible nationals of TPS designated countries; and
Whereas, During the temporary designation period, eligible nationals may remain in the United States (“U.S.”) and may not be detained by the Department of Homeland Security (“DHS”) based solely on immigration status, and may obtain employment and travel authorization; and
Whereas, The Secretary of DHS has the authority to provide TPS to immigrants present in the U.S. who are unable to safely return to their home country due to an environmental disaster, an ongoing armed conflict, or other extraordinary and temporary conditions that prevent safe return; and
Whereas, A country's TPS designation takes effect on the date the designation is published and may last between six and 18 months, with the possibility of an extension; and
Whereas, The TPS program is a hallmark of U.S. diplomacy, underscoring our leadership in ending extreme poverty and supporting self-reliant, legitimate governments through  providing humanitarian relief for nationals already in the U.S.; and
Whereas, Nepal was struck by a magnitude 7.8 earthquake in April 2015, affecting approximately 25-33% the population, and reconstruction efforts have been significantly slowed by ensuing civil unrest; and
Whereas, The United Nations estimates 8 million people, nearly a third of Nepal's population, were affected by the earthquake across 39 of the country's 75 districts; and
Whereas, Nepal continues to meet the criteria of a country entitled to TPS due to slow recovery efforts related to extensive damage to infrastructure and regular monsoon rains; and
	Whereas, In the fall of 2017, President Trump began directing DHS to end TPS designations; and
	Whereas, On April 26, 2018, DHS announced the termination of Nepal’s TPS designation, granting a 12-month delay to allow for orderly transition, with a termination deadline of June 24, 2019; and
Whereas, the U.S. Department of State in their 2018 Overall Crime and Safety Situation report on Nepal, notes an increase in criminal activities, including smuggling and targeted assassinations by organized criminal gangs, targeting citizens and residents of Nepal; and
Whereas, The U.S. Department of State also qualifies Kathmandu, capital of Nepal, as a “high” threat location for political violence; and
Whereas, Eliminating TPS designation does not guarantee suitably improved country conditions for Nepali designees, and further puts a vulnerable population at risk; and
Whereas, According to the 2010 United States Census Bureau, there are nearly 36,000 Nepalese living in the United States and New York City is home to one of the largest Nepalese populations in the nation with over 4,200 residents; and
Whereas, Nepalis, and eligible Nepali nationals, granted TPS may obtain authorization to work in the United States, may be granted travel authorization, and are not removable from the United States; and
Whereas, Workforce participation among TPS designees is high: 82%, or 17 percentage points above the general population; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, that the Council of the City of New York condemns the United States Department of Homeland Security’s decision to terminate the Temporary Protected Status designation for citizens of Nepal residing in the United States, and calls on the U.S. Department of Homeland Security to extend the Temporary Protected Status designation to Nepal. 
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