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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: We're going to wait

          3  for a moment. Council Member Sears has a number of

          4  special guests she'd like to introduce to us

          5  briefly, and then we'll have the clerk read the

          6  proclamation.

          7                 Council Member Sears.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you, Mr.

          9  Speaker.

         10                 It's really my pleasure today to have

         11  these two proclamations issued.

         12                 Paul Kolbusz and Scott Talbot are

         13  very exceptional people. Paul is from Poland and

         14  Scott is from Australia, and they have done and

         15  committed to New York City in a way that is so very

         16  rare for people from another country. They have

         17  spent tons of their own money and have a wonderful

         18  business on 58th Street and they personify the small

         19  business man and their love for New York City and

         20  their commitment to our economy. So, I am so pleased

         21  and I congratulate, I thank you, because the City

         22  needs people like you for us to grow and grow and

         23  grow. So, truly it's an honor that you are here

         24  today.

         25                 Mr. Speaker.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are indeed

          3  pleased, and we would like the clerk to read the

          4  proclamation.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          6  of New York, Proclamation.

          7                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          8  New York is pleased and proud to honor Mr. Paul

          9  Kolbusz and Mr. Scott Talbot for their distinguished

         10  service to the Lesbian, Gay, Bi-Sexual and

         11  Transgender (LGBT) Community of New York City; and

         12                 Whereas: Paul Kolbusz and Scott

         13  Talbot have enhanced all aspects of the community

         14  with their dedication and distinguished service by

         15  setting new standards in business and community

         16  involvement to benefit the members of the LGBT

         17  community; and

         18                 Whereas: Paul Kolbusz and Scott

         19  Talbot, longtime friends, bought and revitalized the

         20  undesirable and rundown Oscar Wilde Bar located at

         21  221 East 58th Street in Manhattan. Over twelve

         22  months Paul and Scott determinedly labored to

         23  rejuvenate the establishment into one of the most

         24  popular gay venues on the Upper Eastside; and

         25                 Whereas: More importantly they shared
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          2  the same commitment to the LGBT community. At their

          3  own expense and inventiveness they began a program

          4  which involved the distribution of over 25,000

          5  condoms at their bar and various gay community

          6  centers for the prevention of HIV/AIDS and other

          7  sexually transmitted diseases; and

          8                 Whereas: Paul Kolbusz and Scott

          9  Talbot have also demonstrated a strong commitment to

         10  community groups and Paul has volunteered for an

         11  AIDS vaccine study at New York University; and

         12                 Whereas: Today, we celebrate the fine

         13  contributions that Paul Kolbusz and Scott Talbot

         14  have accomplished and for their untiring service to

         15  the LGBT community; now, therefore

         16                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         17  City of New York honors PAUL KOLBUSZ and SCOTT

         18  TALBOT for their outstanding contributions to our

         19  City.

         20                 Signed this 5th day of June in the

         21  year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         22  for the Entire Council; Helen Sears, Council Member,

         23  25th District, Queens.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Gentlemen, we are

         25  indeed pleased and proud to have you here with us
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          2  and to have the opportunity to honor you, and at

          3  this point if you'd like to share just a few words

          4  with us, we'd be honored.

          5                 MR. TALBOT: You'll have to excuse my

          6  public speaking. Thank you very much, Helen Sears,

          7  Gifford Miller, Alfonse Securis. It has been

          8  wonderful coming to this City and being part of such

          9  a wonderful place, and contributing. I mean it

         10  really is an important place and has a fond place in

         11  my heart.

         12                 MR. KOLBUSZ: I just want to say thank

         13  you, again, Helen Sears, Speaker Gifford Miller,

         14  Alfonse Securis, thank you for this tremendous

         15  honor. Never would I have dreamed it possible, and

         16  thank you, again. Thank you.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you very much,

         18  gentlemen. Thank you.

         19                 My colleagues, we have a number of

         20  very, very special guests who are today, and Council

         21  Member Michael McMahon invited them to come down,

         22  and I'd like to have him introduce them briefly and

         23  then ask, of course, the clerk to read the

         24  proclamation.

         25                 Council Member McMahon.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Well, thank

          3  you, my colleagues. It is certainly a great pleasure

          4  for the New York City Council to welcome The Most

          5  Reverend Frank J. Rodimer, who is the Bishop of

          6  Paterson, New Jersey. And someone may wonder why is

          7  the City Council honoring the Bishop of Paterson,

          8  New Jersey. I think it's because we learned in the

          9  events of September 11th that although we are a City

         10  by geographic or physical boundaries, we are a

         11  greater metropolitan region, and the people within

         12  the diocese of Paterson lost many parishioners, I'm

         13  sure the Bishop lost many of his parishioners, and

         14  we also learned that they would extend a great hand

         15  across the river to help us as we recover and

         16  reclaim New York City's rightful place as the

         17  greatest City in the world, but that is partly due

         18  to all people who support us in the outlying areas,

         19  and certainly someone who is responsible for the

         20  spiritual well-being of so many people like the

         21  Reverend Frank J. Rodimer deserves special

         22  recognition by the City Council, and it's a great

         23  pleasure for us to honor him today with this

         24  proclamation and for him to know and for his staff

         25  to know that we are so honored by having their
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          2  presence with us today.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. If the

          4  clerk could read the proclamation.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          6  of New York, Proclamation.

          7                 Whereas: The Council of New York is

          8  proud and pleased to honor The Most Reverend Frank

          9  J. Rodimer, Bishop of Paterson, for his many years

         10  of spiritual leadership and moral guidance to the

         11  people of Morris, Passaic and Sussex Counties in New

         12  Jersey; and

         13                 Whereas: Bishop Rodimer was born and

         14  raised in Rockaway, New Jersey and attended Seton

         15  Hall Prepatory School, South Orange, New Jersey; St.

         16  Charles College, Catonsville, Baltimore, Maryland;

         17  St. Mary's Seminary, Baltimore, Maryland; Immaculate

         18  Conception Seminary, Darlington, New Jersey and the

         19  Catholic University of America, Washington D.C.; and

         20                 Whereas: He was ordained to the

         21  priesthood in St. John's Cathedral, Paterson New

         22  Jersey on May 19, 1951, given the honor of Papal

         23  Chamberlain by His Holiness, Pope Paul VI in October

         24  of 1963 and was ordained and installed as the sixth

         25  Bishop of Paterson on December 13, 1977; and
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          2                 Whereas: His wise leadership and

          3  unparalleled degree of spirituality have nurtured

          4  and supported the people of the Diocese of Paterson;

          5  and

          6                 Whereas: Bishop Rodimer, a respected

          7  scholar and canonist, holding the degree of

          8  Licentiate in Sacred Theology and a doctorate in

          9  Cannon Law, has served others with dedication. He

         10  inspires industry and continually demonstrates the

         11  spirit of brotherhood and love, underpinning his

         12  faith; and

         13                 Whereas: Bishop Rodimer has lent his

         14  wisdom and expertise to the community at large,

         15  building bridges amongst people regardless of race,

         16  religion, ethnic background, sexual orientation or

         17  political affiliation; and

         18                 Whereas: Bishop Rodimer has always

         19  been a voice for the poor, the powerless and the

         20  marginalized of our society; and

         21                 Whereas: As a result of his exemplary

         22  skill as a sincere and effective leader, which is

         23  eclipsed only by his extraordinary understanding and

         24  affection for the people with whom he laborers,

         25  Bishop Rodimer has created a standard of excellence
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          2  towards which others who would serve humanity with

          3  compassion and love might strive; now, therefore

          4                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          5  City of New York honors THE MOST REVEREND FRANK J.

          6  RODIMER, BISHOP OF PATERSON.

          7                 Signed this 6th day of June in the

          8  year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller, Speaker

          9  for the Entire Council; Michael McMahon, Council

         10  Member 49th District, Staten Island.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Victor,

         12  and your Excellency, you are indeed graced and we're

         13  honored to have you with us and we'd be so grateful

         14  if you'd share a few words with us.

         15                 REVEREND RODIMER: Thank you, Mr.

         16  Speaker. And thanks to all the members of the

         17  Council. Believe me, it's a great honor, and I

         18  accept it not just for myself, but for the Diocese

         19  of Paterson. And it's true, we do have many, many

         20  people in our diocese who come to the great City. We

         21  say the City, we mean New York. There's no other

         22  City in Northern New Jersey, and I think half of New

         23  Jersey were born in New York, most of them in

         24  Brooklyn.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: We want them back.
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          2                 REVEREND RODIMER: They're with us to

          3  stay.

          4                 The Lord that I serve has said

          5  "greater love, this no one has to lay down one's

          6  life for one's friends." And what comes to mind for

          7  us is the great bravery that was shown on September

          8  the 11th by the many people that laid down their

          9  lives in order to save the lives of others, and I

         10  think New York City will always have that beautiful

         11  soul and that beautiful reputation for being a place

         12  of love and bravery. So, I accept this with great

         13  affection for the City and with great gratitude, and

         14  very humbly, as well.

         15                 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

         16                 Father Patrick Ryan, who is a

         17  Chaplain of the City Police of New York, Monsignor

         18  Brown is a New Yorker, he even speaks the language,

         19  and Father John Hart is the Chancellor of the

         20  Diocese of Paterson.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you so much.

         22                 Is Joshua Matza here? Please, come

         23  up. How are you? Thank you so much for being with

         24  us.

         25                 My friends and colleagues, we are so
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          2  pleased today to have with us Joshua Matza, who is

          3  the President and CEO of the State of Israel Bonds,

          4  and who has performed outstanding work on behalf of

          5  Israel bonds, breaking all sales records last year.

          6  That's wonderful. People got nervous about the

          7  United States fiscal situation, so for over 50 years

          8  Israel Bonds has helped to build Israel, making the

          9  desert bloom with life's reinvestment in essential

         10  infrastructure projects, and certainly I have the

         11  good fortune, along with a number of my colleagues,

         12  to go to Israel and see a number of these projects,

         13  and I want to applaud your efforts, President Matza,

         14  and assure you that this strong bond that exists

         15  between the people of the City of New York and the

         16  State of Israel is stronger today than it ever has

         17  been before and we stand in solidarity with you and

         18  are thrilled to be able to have the opportunity to

         19  honor you for the work that you do.

         20                 If the Clerk could read the

         21  proclamation.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council of the

         23  City of New York is pleased and proud to honor

         24  Joshua Matza for his outstanding contributions to

         25  the Jewish community; and
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          2                 Whereas: Joshua Matza came to the

          3  United States in March, 2002 after resigning from

          4  the Knesset to accept Israel Prime Minister Ariel

          5  Sharon and Finance Minister Silvan Shalom's

          6  invitation to lead the international campaign of

          7  State of Israel Bonds; and

          8                 Whereas: As a teenager, he was a

          9  freedom-fighter in the underground during Israel's

         10  War of Independence and became a captain in the

         11  Israel Defense Forces after Israel achieved

         12  statehood; and

         13                 Whereas: As a young man, he studied

         14  auditing and accountancy in Jerusalem and went on to

         15  build a highly successful accounting practice; and

         16                 Whereas: As a civic leader, Mr. Matza

         17  was elected to the Jerusalem City Council and rose

         18  to become its Deputy Mayor; he was also Chairman of

         19  the Board of Directors of the Government Housing and

         20  Development Company, the largest company of its kind

         21  in Israel; and

         22                 Whereas: As a political leader, he

         23  served in the Knesset, Israel's Parliament for 18

         24  years and as a member of the Cabinet as the Minister

         25  of Health; and
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          2                 Whereas: One of Mr. Matza's final

          3  achievements as a legislator was spearheading the

          4  "Jerusalem Law," which enshrines the principle of

          5  the unity and indivisibility of Israel's eternal

          6  capital; and

          7                 Whereas: Mr. Matza and his wife

          8  Raquel reside in Jerusalem, where his family has

          9  lived for thirteen generations; they have four

         10  children and six grandchildren; now, therefore

         11                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         12  City of New York honors JOSHUA MATZA for his

         13  exceptional contributions to the Jewish community.

         14                 Signed this 2nd day of June in the

         15  year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         16  for the Entire Council.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: We do indeed feel

         18  privileged to have the opportunity to honor you, and

         19  we would be very, very pleased if you would grace us

         20  with a few words.

         21                 MR. MATZA: Thank you.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         23                 MR. MATZA: Speaker Miller,

         24  distinguished members, Ambassador Pincas, dear

         25  friends, I am thrilled and excited to stand in the
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          2  august Chamber and receive this singular honor.

          3                 On this day here in the vibrant

          4  capital of the world, I reflect on my families for

          5  many generations, the liberation and reunification

          6  six years ago today. Jerusalem, which has been the

          7  capitol of Israel and the Jewish people for 3,000

          8  years is today open and free to all religions and

          9  people of good faith. I am privileged to be a

         10  temporary resident of New York City. This unique

         11  metropolis, a symbol of diversity and opportunity,

         12  and the beacon of hope and inspiration to the whole

         13  world.

         14                 I was blessed to be a member of

         15  Jerusalem City Council and Deputy Mayor for over 20

         16  years, in the glorious period following

         17  reunification in 1967. I fully appreciate the

         18  challenges and responsibilities of municipal

         19  leadership and I salute you, Mr. Miller, and your

         20  distinguished colleagues for your dauntless courage,

         21  vision and excellence.

         22                 May the people of this great City and

         23  nation, always enjoy security and freedom and may

         24  peace reign within your gates.

         25                 Thank you for this wonderful honor
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          2  and splendid occasion.

          3                 Thank you very much.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. And we're

          5  so glad that your wife is here, and, of course, the

          6  Consul General, Alan Pincus, who is an old friend,

          7  and has been here so many times to share with us.

          8                 MR. MATZA: He will say a few words.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Yes, I would

         10  appreciate it if you would say a few words. Thank

         11  you.

         12                 CONSUL PINCUS: Thank you. First of

         13  all, Speaker Miller, congratulations on the Appeals

         14  Court Decision.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you.

         16                 CONSUL PINCUS: Speaker Miller can now

         17  run again. It's indeed a great pleasure to be right

         18  here at the City Council. This place has extended

         19  its hands, both hands in friendship to Israel on

         20  many occasions, many years, and if you look for the

         21  similarity between Israel and New York, between

         22  Jerusalem and New York, you will find that they are

         23  many, the creativity, the resilience, the toughness,

         24  the budget deficit, crazy taxi drivers, although we

         25  don't have as many tickets as you do. But thank you.
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          2  But I'm really honored to be here, Speaker Miller,

          3  and I'm especially honored to be here for Joshua,

          4  Afel and Amil. Thank you.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you so much.

          6                 Council Member Gerson and Council

          7  Member Reed, we have our last ceremonial.

          8                 Council Member Gerson, if you would

          9  introduce our guests, we'll have the clerk read from

         10  the proclamation.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Mr. Speaker,

         12  my colleagues, I will be brief, because not much

         13  needs to be said other than the name of the person

         14  whom we are honoring at this moment and that is

         15  ODETTA. For years ODETTA has blessed our country and

         16  our City, and the world at large with her resounding

         17  beautiful, magnificent voice and vocal talents, but

         18  what makes what ODETTA provides to us so special is

         19  the heart with which she provides it.

         20                 She has been not only a great singer

         21  and musician, but she has been the conscience of our

         22  society in so many respects in so many ways as her

         23  music and her life reflects and as this proclamation

         24  sets forth.

         25                 So, thank you very much, Mr. Speaker,
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          2  for allowing us to honor her, and my colleague Phil

          3  Reed.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Well, Alan, that

          5  was so well said that I think I'll just add an amen

          6  to it.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: All right,

          8  there you go.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: All right. Speaking

         10  of amens, if the clerk could read the proclamation.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         12  of New York, Proclamation.

         13                 The Council of the City of New York

         14  is pleased and proud to honor ODETTA who is one of

         15  the most influential artists of the 20th Century;

         16  and

         17                 Whereas: Before ODETTA, no solo woman

         18  performer (let alone an African American woman) had

         19  toured the world singing folk, blues, Negro

         20  spiritual, jazz, work and protest songs, while

         21  telling the stories of America's southern

         22  experience.

         23                 Her 1950's and 60's classic

         24  recordings of the "he Got The Whole World in His

         25  Hands, "Kumbaya,""Goodnight Irene," "Amazing Grace"
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          2  and "This Little Light of Mine," became folk and

          3  spiritual classics throughout the world and inspired

          4  an entire generation; and

          5                 Whereas: She was a pioneer, and the

          6  first major influence on the careers of Janis

          7  Joplin, Bob Dylan, Joan Baez, Sweet Honey in the

          8  Rock, Judy Collins, Tracy Chapman, Carly Simon,

          9  Cassandra Wilson and Jewel, to name a few; and

         10                 Whereas: It is almost impossible to

         11  capsulize her story, while she took part in the

         12  march on Selma; sang for the masses at the 1963 Mark

         13  on Washington; played for President Kennedy and his

         14  cabinet on the nationally televised Civil Rights

         15  program "Dinner with the President", was in the

         16  first group of artists, along with Marion Anderson

         17  and Paul Roberson, to be honored at Yale University

         18  with the Duke Ellington Fellowship Award; and

         19                 Whereas: Was appointed an Elder to

         20  the 1994 International Women's Conference in

         21  Beijing; and was awarded the National Medal of Arts

         22  and Humanities in 1999, by President and Mrs.

         23  Clinton at the White House.

         24                 She also acted in films and theater,

         25  sang with symphony orchestras, the Boston Pops and
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          2  celebrated choirs; performed on the world's greatest

          3  concert stages and hosted the Montreux Jazz

          4  Festival; starred in countless international TV

          5  Specials; received numerous honorary doctorates and

          6  lifetime achievement awards; while her Christmas

          7  Spirituals" album has been a holiday staple in the

          8  record stores for more than three decades; and

          9                 Whereas: In 2003, she received the

         10  "Living Legends Award" from the Library of

         11  Congress, and the National Folk Music Museum will be

         12  honoring her life and career, with guest star

         13  performances and speakers who have been influenced

         14  by ODETTA in her 54 year career; now, therefore

         15                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         16  City of New York most gratefully honors ODETTA for

         17  her exceptional service to the City, the community

         18  and the nation.

         19                 Signed this 26th day of May in the

         20  year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         21  for the Entire Council; Alan J. Gerson, Council

         22  Member, and Council Member Phil Reed.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: ODETTA, we are so

         24  honored to have you here with us. It's such a

         25  privilege for us, and we would be so pleased if you
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          2  would grace us with a few words.

          3                 ODETTA: Thank you very much. I'm

          4  overwhelmed and bewildered, and wonder where it

          5  comes from, but I'll accept it.

          6                 Thank you so very much. It is lovely

          7  for your work to be recognized and to be honored,

          8  and I am here with those of us who are forming a

          9  folk music museum here in New York City, and where

         10  else but in New York City, because when the folk

         11  music boom started here, and Alan Gerson is

         12  certainly a part of what that focus is, and Art

         13  Delukov is a part of what that focus is. Oh, Paul

         14  Kolsbusz is a part of what that focus is, and my

         15  feeling is that through learning about folk songs,

         16  and then the history of where those folk songs came

         17  from, I started learning about the history of where

         18  our forbearers in this country have come from and

         19  the strength that it took us to get through and to

         20  this place where we have built up this magnificent

         21  country.

         22                 So, it means we do need not to lose

         23  what our people history is, we need to have it here

         24  in New York City, and, so, when you take a vote, I

         25  vote for the Folk Music Museum. Thank you.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you so much.

          3  Thank you.

          4                 Okay, my colleagues, let's do it.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Good

          6  afternoon. Will the recessed meeting of May 28th,

          7  2003, to be held on June 5th, 2003 come to order?

          8                 Roll call.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Here.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK ROBLES: Espada.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

         16  present.

         17                 I'd like to adjourn the recessed

         18  meeting and call to order the Stated Meeting of June

         19  5th, 2003.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Present.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes. Gioia,

         10  yes.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Yes.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is
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          2  present.

          3                 All stand for the invocation

          4  delivered by Reverend Timothy Mitchell, Ebenezer

          5  Missionary Baptist Church.

          6                 REVEREND MITCHELL: We praise Thee, oh

          7  Lord; oh, Lord, with all the problems of our City,

          8  yet with the Speaker and the Council members we have

          9  hope;

         10                 Oh, Lord, we pray Thee for the poor

         11  and the homeless of our City; we thank Thee, oh

         12  Lord, God has shown us New Yorkers and what is good,

         13  and what does the Lord require of us all, what to do

         14  justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with our

         15  God;

         16                 Amen; amen; amen.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Liu.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Madam Public

         20  Advocate, I move to spread the invocation delivered

         21  by Reverend Timothy Mitchell in full upon the

         22  record.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         24                 Adoption of Minutes.

         25                 Council Member Yassky.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I move that

          3  the minutes of the Stated Meeting of April 30th,

          4  2003 be adopted as printed.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messengers

          6  and Papers from the Mayor.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

          8  611.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: That bill is being

         10  referred to State and Federal Legislation Committee.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         12  612.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: State and Federal

         14  Legislation.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         16  613.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: State and Federal

         18  Legislation.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         20  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         22  614, 615, 616, and 617.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: All referred to the

         24  Finance Committee.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions
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          2  and Communications.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

          5  Call-Ups.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          8  Communications from the Speaker.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, today

         10  is the date the Charter if we were to have adopted a

         11  budget for the next fiscal year.

         12                 We will not meet that goal today. We

         13  are not meeting that goal because there is work left

         14  to be done. There's work that this Council must do

         15  to ensure that the budget we adopt for the next

         16  fiscal year begins on July 1st, is indeed a budget

         17  that reflects the values and priorities of all New

         18  Yorkers, that closes the largest gap in the history

         19  of this City in the way that puts New York on the

         20  path to recovery. We have taken a number of very

         21  significant steps in the right direction over the

         22  past year and a half.

         23                 We have cut the budget by more than

         24  $3 billion, sacrificing some services which are very

         25  important to New Yorkers, and finding waste and
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          2  inefficiencies wherever we could.

          3                 We have taken the difficult step of

          4  raising property taxes, and even sales taxes and

          5  soon personal income taxes, because the scope and

          6  size of this gap simply demanded it. And we did it

          7  all because it was necessary to protect services

          8  that New Yorkers depend upon, programs that help the

          9  City of New York make good on the dream that all New

         10  Yorkers have, to build a better future for

         11  themselves and for their children.

         12                 My friends, we, as Council members,

         13  are stewards of something that is greater than just

         14  a City. We are stewards of a dream. For more than

         15  350 years people have come to this City from all

         16  over the world, come here because they believe that

         17  this is the place where if they work hard they can

         18  build a better future for themselves and for their

         19  children.

         20                 Over the past few years that hope and

         21  opportunity that we've extended to so many New

         22  Yorkers and so many generations has been imperiled

         23  by the worst fiscal crisis in our memory.

         24                 And, so, when we have taken the steps

         25  that we took, we took them because we believe that
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          2  they were necessary to turn those dreams into

          3  reality, and because we go into municipal government

          4  because we understand the connection that this

          5  government has with making those dreams reality.

          6                 Yesterday the Mayor took a big step

          7  in the right direction for this City in

          8  acknowledging the difficulty that New Yorkers have,

          9  in acknowledging the pain the people are

         10  experiencing, and in proposing to restore funding

         11  for a number of programs and services that New

         12  Yorkers depend upon.

         13                 Talk about Sanitation service. As

         14  Council Members, we understand, and we've heard from

         15  our constituents that we have heard from City

         16  government to pick up the garbage. And we talk about

         17  ferry services. As Council members we understand and

         18  we heard from our constituents that they expect to

         19  be able to get to work, and we talk about preventive

         20  services for kids in foster care. As Council Members

         21  we've heard from parents and foster parents who

         22  desperately depend upon these preventive services.

         23  And when we talk about libraries. As Council

         24  members, we spend time in our libraries and see

         25  children whose minds are opened and whose horizons
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          2  are broadened by the books and computers that are in

          3  those libraries. And my colleagues, there is more

          4  work to do, because even with the restoration that

          5  the Mayor announced yesterday, we're not clear that

          6  that actually will restore five-day library service

          7  for all New Yorkers, and we have work to do to work

          8  with OMB and the Administration to try to make sure

          9  that we make good on that commitment.

         10                 Even as we restore preventive

         11  services in foster care, the proposed cut for rate

         12  reduction will ensure in our view that some foster

         13  care agencies in our view, that some foster care

         14  agencies will go out of business, that children who

         15  are literally in our care, our responsibility, our

         16  children, cannot be sacrificed even in a time of

         17  fiscal crisis. And just as importantly when thinking

         18  about extending that hope and opportunity for New

         19  Yorkers, there are other programs that are critical.

         20  Scholarships for kids in our outstanding City

         21  University. It's already harder for kids to go to

         22  college because of tuition increases. If we don't

         23  restore these scholarship dollars, dreams will not

         24  just be deferred, they'll be denied.

         25                 Firehouses, that are still slated for
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          2  closure, have been closed. Public safety is the most

          3  important job in City government.

          4                 Teachers Choice Program. The

          5  Administration proposed to restore half of the

          6  program. I don't think there's a teacher in this

          7  City that spends only $100 on classroom supplies,

          8  and in the past, the program has been $100. Health

          9  and infant mortality cannot be sacrificed.

         10                 These types of programs and services

         11  are connected to what this City offers to average

         12  New Yorkers, and if we are to ask people to pay a

         13  little bit more, the least that we can do is make

         14  sure that we make good on that commitment to

         15  extending hope and opportunity to every New Yorker.

         16                 And, so, that is why we extend this

         17  day today because we have not reached that point

         18  yet.

         19                 I hope, and I know every member of

         20  the Council is committed to reaching a budget that

         21  reflects those values and priorities, that makes

         22  good on that commitment and makes clear to New

         23  Yorkers why it is that we're asking them to

         24  sacrifice. Why it is that we're stretching, all of

         25  us, our paychecks a little bit thinner. We're doing
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          2  it because programs and services that we talked

          3  about in the past, some of which the Mayor

          4  acknowledged are critical to the future of this

          5  City, and critical to the soul of this City.

          6                 That is work that we take seriously,

          7  it is work that we appreciate, the extension of the

          8  Mayor's hand, in terms of acknowledging that there

          9  are some additional revenues, additional wiggle room

         10  in the budget, to be able to listen to what people

         11  have said and respond with a budget that reflects

         12  their concerns.

         13                 That is a process that is not

         14  complete, and I look forward to working with all of

         15  you and with the Administration to realizing a

         16  budget that puts us on the road to recovery, but

         17  puts all of us on that road to recovery.

         18                 I thank you for your attention.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         20  of General Orders.

         21                 Seeing nobody, we'll move on.

         22                 Report of Special Committees.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Report of

         25  standing Committees.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          3  Committee on Finance.

          4                 Intro. 457.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          6  General Order Calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 497.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          9  general order calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         11  Intro. 507.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         13  General Order Calendar with a Message of Necessity.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         15  Committee on Land Use.

         16                 LU 359 and companion Reso 932.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         18  General Order Calendar.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 360 and

         20  companion Reso 933.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         22  General Order Calendar.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 361 and

         24  companion Reso 934.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed,
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          2  pursuant to letter withdrawal.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 442 and

          4  Companion Reso 935.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          6  General Order Calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 444 and

          8  companion Reso 936.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         10  general Order Calendar.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         12  Committee on State and Federal Legislation.

         13                 SLR 18.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on a General

         15  Order Calendar.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 48.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 64.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 69.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         22  General Order Calendar.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 70/71 and

         24  75.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 88.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Coupled on the

          4  General Order Calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          6  SLR 94.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          9  SLR 98.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         12  SLR 99.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 510.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 611.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         18  General Order Calendar.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 612.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 613.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 613.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General
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          2  Order Calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolutions

          4  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          6  General Order Calendar.

          7                 At this time I'd ask the clerk to

          8  call the roll on all items coupled on the General

          9  Order Calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present. Aye
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          2  on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye on

          9  all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Espada.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Present and

         24  aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: I vote no on

         17  SLR 71 and 88 and aye on the rest.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Ayes on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

          4  all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye on

         13  all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Se'.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: No on SLR 88,

         24  abstain on SLR 71 and yes on the rest.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Yes. Aye.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

          8  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

          9  vote of 49 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

         10  zero abstentions, with the exception of SLR 71,

         11  which was adopted by 47 in the affirmative, one in

         12  the negative, one abstention.

         13                 Council Member Moskowitz.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye on all.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: She votes

         16  aye on all. So let me see if I can do this in my

         17  head.

         18                 Okay, all items on today's -- was

         19  that doubt in your voice, Council Member Reed?

         20                 All items on today's General Order

         21  Calendar were adopted by a vote of 50 in the

         22  affirmative, zero in the negative, zero abstentions,

         23  with the exception of SLR 71, which was adopted by a

         24  vote of 48 in the affirmative, one in the negative,

         25  one abstention, and SLR 88, which was 48 in the
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          2  affirmative, two in the negative and zero

          3  abstentions.

          4                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

          6  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

          7  agenda.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          9  of Resolutions.

         10                 There are none, resolutions? None.

         11                 General Discussion.

         12                 Council Member Barron.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 I rise to ask my colleagues to

         16  support me on a local law that would change the

         17  policies on how the Police Department would approach

         18  missing persons.

         19                 Ramona Moore is a young lady who was

         20  killed in Brooklyn after being missing for several

         21  days. Her family reported her missing to the Police

         22  Department, and they said that they could not

         23  immediately search for her because she was an adult,

         24  and they only immediately assert for individuals who

         25  are 16 and under or 65 and over.
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          2                 Well, my Ramona Moore local law will

          3  change that to say that the age should be at least

          4  25 and under, to include college students, adults,

          5  as well as, the Police Department doesn't have to

          6  report this missing person to Missing Persons Bureau

          7  for seven days. This law change will say that they

          8  have to report the missing person within three days.

          9  And we do that to end the discrimination as to when

         10  they will look for missing persons. Because often

         11  times when the missing persons come from other

         12  communities, white communities, they launch into

         13  immediate investigation. When it comes to our

         14  community of color, often times they say the person

         15  is hanging out they're partying, you know how young

         16  people act. This young lady was a scholar, a student

         17  at Hunter College, and her family indicated that if

         18  she wasn't home within an hour, that that was

         19  unusual.

         20                 So, we want that law to change to end

         21  the discrimination or minimize discrimination and

         22  how they go about looking for missing persons. I

         23  feel if the police would have acted immediately,

         24  Romona may have been alive today.

         25                 Thank you very much.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          3  Council Member.

          4                 Council Member Weprin.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you

          6  madam Public Advocate. I rise in support of Intro.

          7  506, which I'm introducing today. Lately we have

          8  become also aware of the possibility of the outcome

          9  of the current Charter referendum discussion being

         10  determined by the wealth of those individuals or

         11  organizations that can put up the most money.

         12                 If such an individual or corporation

         13  wishes to persuade the public to a take a particular

         14  stand, they can do so simply by reaching into their

         15  deep pockets to supply the economic wherewithal to

         16  achieve this goal.

         17                 The emerging message being

         18  disseminated to the public is that in a referendum,

         19  those with significant economic assets have a louder

         20  voice in the debate than those who do not.

         21                 Yet, how do we go about ensuring to

         22  the entire public that those individuals and/or

         23  organizations that have not been blessed with

         24  significant monetary assets will have their voices

         25  heard in this debate.
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          2                 The answer is to create a factor that

          3  levels the playing field and creates an equal

          4  opportunities debate. So, what do we do? The

          5  legislation I am proposing is an attempt to level

          6  that playing field and create a balance in such a

          7  campaign, that will guarantee fairness to all

          8  participants in the discussion.

          9                 This can readily be accomplished by

         10  limiting the maximum amount an individual or

         11  corporation or organization can contribute in such a

         12  situation.

         13                 I propose that amount to be the

         14  current maximum allowable contribution for the

         15  Office of Mayor of the City of New York, which is

         16  currently $4,950. It would be tied to that if it

         17  goes up, so would my number.

         18                 This requirement falls within the

         19  current and acceptable contribution limits, and

         20  opens the discussion to all.

         21                 And seeking a charter revision at the

         22  nature now being discussed, we are not simply

         23  exploring the possibility of a minor administrative

         24  procedure in the operation of City government.

         25                 Instead we are undertaking a public
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          2  debate of enormous proportions that significantly

          3  impact on how all of us seeking election to office,

          4  the Mayor, the Comptroller, the Public Advocate and

          5  we members of the City Council and all other

          6  officials will attain office.

          7                 This referendum proposes changes that

          8  will alter a process that has always been used to

          9  select our City's leaders, and because of that it

         10  should be discussion open to all, irrespective of

         11  their financial status. I therefore recommend my

         12  colleagues to join me in supporting Intro. 506.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         14  Council Member.

         15                 Council Member DeBlasio.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         17  Madam Advocate.

         18                 I want to rise to say that I'm very

         19  happy that the Mayor agreed to the restorations

         20  yesterday. I think there were a number of very, very

         21  important items on that list, and I want to commend

         22  the Mayor, I think this Council has been standing up

         23  on the right issues and I'm sure that was a crucial

         24  part of this process, but in the end I also do want

         25  to give the Mayor credit when he does the right
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          2  thing.

          3                 I'm particularly happy about the

          4  restoration, the preventative services for ACS,

          5  which was crucial in terms of preventing child abuse

          6  and keeping families together.

          7                 And I want to note that we have still

          8  crucial work to do, as the Speaker said, on the

          9  foster care issue, in protecting foster care in the

         10  budget, and especially protecting child care, which

         11  has been a crucial area for this Council and one of

         12  our great priorities.

         13                 I do want to state what I think is

         14  the obvious, though. If the Mayor can find $90

         15  million additional for restoration, and if he can

         16  admit that the actions taken in Albany several weeks

         17  ago fundamentally changed our financial picture for

         18  the better, and if he can agree to reopen two of the

         19  originally, of the firehouses originally planned for

         20  closure, on the basis of the aid we received from

         21  Albany, I think it's fair to say now that it's

         22  possible to do $90 million in restoration, and it's

         23  possible to come up with $6 million to reopen the

         24  firehouses that have been shut, I think the action

         25  yesterday makes that clear, and I want to urge all
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          2  of us to continue that fight. It's obvious now that

          3  if our financial picture is improving, that we can

          4  devote resources to the single most important

          5  function of government, which is public safety, and

          6  I believe with persistence we will make that point

          7  to the Mayor and we will ultimately prevail. Thank

          8  you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Jackson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         12  Madam Public Advocate. My colleagues, I rise today

         13  to speak about Intro. 501, which if passed into law

         14  would mandate that any contract with construction

         15  people in New York City have an apprenticeship

         16  program in place in order to receive a contract

         17  anywhere above $100,000.

         18                 And you may say why should I join in

         19  on this? And let me tell you why: Because all of the

         20  unions, and all of the employers, construction

         21  employers, they support this, both labor and

         22  management together support this program, and if you

         23  look at the apprentice, the apprentice are young men

         24  and women, overall 51 percent of the apprentice in

         25  these programs are people of color, but what it
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          2  does, it enlarges the pool and allow young

          3  individuals to learn the trade of construction, and

          4  so this will guarantee that as an apprentice, when

          5  they graduate, they will be top-earning bread

          6  winners for their families.

          7                 And so I urge all of you to sign onto

          8  Intro. 501 knowing that both labor and management

          9  support this Intro. Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Stewart.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you,

         13  Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 Brothers and sisters, I want to call

         15  your attention to Intro. 504 which basically deals

         16  with granting voluntary leave of absence in times of

         17  fiscal crisis.

         18                 What has been happening, there might

         19  be some workers who may need to get a leave of

         20  absence to maybe write a book, as some of my

         21  colleagues, or maybe they want to take some time to

         22  go back to school. In this way the City can save

         23  money in the fact that they would not be receiving a

         24  salary, and they can then retain their job after

         25  that year or two after they leave.
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          2                 So, I'm asking you to sign onto this

          3  introduction, and we can help save the City some

          4  money in this time of fiscal crisis.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Clarke.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate.

         10                 I want to just join in with my

         11  colleague Council Member DeBlasio in commending the

         12  Mayor for the restoration of funding to some of the

         13  core and critical services that we really require in

         14  the City of New York in the 21st century. But I,

         15  like Council Member DeBlasio, just wonder whether in

         16  fact we have our priorities completely covered here.

         17                 We know that public safety is the

         18  foundation on which communities can live with some

         19  semblance of feeling secure, with some reassurance

         20  that their homes and they lives can proceed, that

         21  their lives can proceed without fear of death or

         22  destruction. And, so, when we look at the fact that

         23  we still have six firehouses that have been closed

         24  due to what we saw as a really tightening of the

         25  belt fiscally, and we put everything in place to
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          2  realign our finances here in the City, to make sure

          3  that we meet our financial commitments, and we found

          4  that we have the room to do restorations, while the

          5  very first restoration wasn't the reopening of those

          6  firehouses is beyond me.

          7                 That is at the core of what our

          8  communities and the foundation for our society is

          9  all about, preventing the loss of life and the

         10  destruction of property.

         11                 And, so, I would ask that the

         12  Administration take a look again, take a look at

         13  what they have generated in terms of revenue, what

         14  the state has provided to us, and make reopening

         15  those firehouses a priority.

         16                 I don't think the people of the City

         17  of New York deserve anything less than their ability

         18  to get fire service in the communities where they've

         19  made their investments.

         20                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Gonzalez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Thank you,

         24  Madam Public Advocate.

         25                 I just want to say to the Mayor and
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          2  to the Administration, thank you for the

          3  restoration. It was incredible and I'm very, very

          4  thrilled about it. But I am also concerned about our

          5  firehouses.

          6                 On May 29th, which was last week, I

          7  happened to be going by my district in Red Hook and

          8  Engine 279 had no manpower, they had a medical day.

          9  I understand about protocol, I understand about

         10  training, but in the light of all the closes that

         11  are happening, we had a community of which I believe

         12  that day did not have any protection from fire, and

         13  I am very concerned, and so I implore the Mayor,

         14  please, look for the dollars and let's open these

         15  firehouses.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Davis.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Thank you,

         20  Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 Yes, the Speaker is right,

         22  Councilwoman Yvette Clarke is right, all of my

         23  colleagues are right when they talk about Public

         24  Safety. But let's understand that Public Safety is

         25  not only for Police and Fire, public safety is also
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          2  Corrections.

          3                 There are 300 and some odd correction

          4  officers being laid off. Mr. Mayor, an additional

          5  $10 million can save Correction Officers' jobs.

          6                 I'm not one who likes to play the

          7  race card, but these Correction officers in many

          8  instances are people of color, black and Hispanic,

          9  individuals who have to put food on the table,

         10  individuals who go behind the jail cells, every

         11  single day and deal with inmates, deal with

         12  perpetrators, deal with the individuals who have

         13  committed crimes on the street.

         14                 So, as we're talking about public

         15  safety, let us not forget the Correction Officers,

         16  which I served as a New York City Correction Officer

         17  before going into the Police Department on Rikers

         18  Island, C95AMKC. We stand with our Correction

         19  officers, we stand with the Department of

         20  Corrections, and we say to the Mayor, don't forget

         21  about those Correction officers that every single

         22  day put their lives on the line and don't receive

         23  any credit from the public. Because people just

         24  don't know what's taking place behind those jail

         25  cells.
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          2                 So, Mr. Mayor, restore those $10

          3  million to the Department of Correction, to the

          4  Correction officers, so those 300 officers that have

          5  put their lives on the line for the City of New

          6  York, they are not laid off.

          7                 And last but not least, I'd like to

          8  acknowledge two fine people that's always here

          9  faithful warriors in my community in the 35th

         10  Councilmanic District, they're here today, done

         11  other than Denise Peterson and Mr. John Dew,

         12  individuals who hold our community up, and that's

         13  what makes the 35th Councilmanic District a great

         14  place to live.

         15                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Dilan.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Speaker,

         19  I, too, want to stand with my other colleagues who

         20  are affected by firehouse closures. I think the

         21  Mayor did a great job in restoring services, and the

         22  biggest one that I would consider the biggest home

         23  run for the people of the City of New York was the

         24  restoration to trash pick-ups in the outer boroughs,

         25  and I'd like to compliment my colleague Michael
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          2  McMahon for his leadership in that issue.

          3                 Districts like mine in community

          4  board 4 where we heavily, dense populated people, in

          5  the summertime had we lost one day a week of garbage

          6  collections, it would have been impossible.

          7                 In Community Board 5, which I also

          8  represent, one of the largest community boards in

          9  Brooklyn, and we would have been facing only one day

         10  a week on garbage pick-ups. I want to thank him for

         11  that restoration, it's very important.

         12                 However, I do stand with my

         13  colleagues who are affected by the firehouses,

         14  although thankfully and gratefully, my firehouse in

         15  Bushwick was taken off of the list, I still support

         16  my colleagues in their struggle to keep their

         17  firehouses open. The fact still remains, Brooklyn is

         18  still largely affected by these closures, and in

         19  North Brooklyn we still have two firehouses that are

         20  closed, and I'm going to take the Citywide approach

         21  and not be so parochial on this one, because this

         22  could potentially be a big problem and we've said it

         23  millions of times, and there's been Council members

         24  who have stated loudly and clearly that they would

         25  oppose any budget that would not include the money
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          2  for firehouses. Well, this is going to be their

          3  chance to show what they're made of.

          4                 But I'm there with my colleagues 100

          5  percent and I think we can still work together with

          6  the Administration to save the remaining firehouses.

          7                 Thank you very much.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Serrano.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Thank you,

         11  Madam Chair.

         12                 I'd like to draw my colleagues'

         13  attention to Introduction 503.

         14                 Approximately 19 percent of New York

         15  City children constantly have no health insurance.

         16  And many parents do not know that all children,

         17  regardless of immigration status, are entitled to

         18  quality health insurance.

         19                 And I believe that this legislation

         20  is a step in the right direction in helping to

         21  bridge the gap of information, by ensuring and

         22  requiring that schools provide this information

         23  about health insurance plans to parents. I see no

         24  reason why there should be 19 percent of the

         25  children without health insurance. I think that this
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          2  is a major quality step, and I think that all

          3  children should have access to health insurance,

          4  should have quality health care, and this will

          5  provide this in a place in schools where all the

          6  children are and where they can be reached properly.

          7                 So, I ask all my colleagues here to

          8  support Intro. 503. Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Katz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: My colleagues I

         12  want to call to your attention today on the agenda

         13  is an outdoor advertising intro. About two and a

         14  half years ago the former Council adopted outdoor

         15  advertising legislation which was supposed to have

         16  meaningful enforcement provisions how to take down

         17  signs and to obviously enforce illegal billboards

         18  that seem to be occupying many of our districts.

         19                 Portions of that law grew to be known

         20  as just being basically meaningless when it comes to

         21  enforcement.

         22                 One of those provisions of the law

         23  was a voluntary compliance provision of the outdoor

         24  advertising law, which basically meant that a

         25  company could join a compliance provision
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          2  voluntarily. That has turned out to be a disaster.

          3                 This bill has gotten rid of the

          4  voluntary compliance provision. It also increases

          5  the enforcement provisions utilized by the

          6  Department of Buildings, so that illegal signs will

          7  more easily be dealt with by the agency, and it also

          8  defines better exactly what is acceptable or

          9  unacceptable when it comes to billboards.

         10                 The Land Use Committee will be

         11  holding hearings on this. I do suggest joining onto

         12  this, if any type of billboards are affecting your

         13  district. This is also a bill that has been done in

         14  cooperation with the Administration, with the

         15  Department of Buildings, with the City Planning

         16  Commission, and we hope to work with them as time

         17  goes on to make sure we get a bill that is actually

         18  enforceable, to make sure that we are able to take

         19  down illegal billboards that infiltrate our

         20  district, and to make sure that those companies that

         21  are not complying with the law are fined appropriate

         22  so that there is incentive for them to bring down

         23  the billboards that are affecting each one of our

         24  districts.

         25                 I suggest that you join the bill.
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          2  Thank you very much.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Reed.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you very

          6  much, Madam Public Advocate.

          7                 I wanted to thank Council Member

          8  Vallone yesterday and the Administration for working

          9  to promptly have a hearing on the unfortunate,

         10  extremely unfortunate death of Alberta Sprull as a

         11  consequence of a warrant that obviously went awry.

         12                 The community that she lived in, and

         13  many communities across the City, were terrified and

         14  frightened by that particular event, and certainly

         15  that fear seemed to be all the more credible when

         16  shortly thereafter we saw Osmos Zongo killed as an

         17  innocent African immigrant vendor in Chelsea simply

         18  going about his daily life.

         19                 That is really what we talk about so

         20  often here, is the quality of our daily life, and if

         21  we're not aware of what the police are capable of

         22  doing in our community, 99 percent of the time they

         23  are trying to protect us, we as a City and we as

         24  citizens have to pay attention and make sure that

         25  people's lives don't get snuffed out by accident.
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          2                 And I wanted to applaud Council

          3  Member Barron for bringing to the Council an

          4  introduction on this bill about missing persons. I

          5  remember when I served in the previous Council we

          6  had hearings about this. And there's no question

          7  that there is a double standard.

          8                 A woman who lives on the East Side

          9  who goes disappearing and ends up in the river, they

         10  look for her immediately. But a young girl in East

         11  New York, it takes a week to get the police to start

         12  trying to pay attention to that missing person.

         13                 When you start putting all of those

         14  scripts together, we're living in a very stressful

         15  time, and there are communities here in the City,

         16  particularly of color, who begin to feel once again

         17  that our lives could easily and perhaps already are

         18  being taken for granted.

         19                 So, I want to caution this Council

         20  and I want to caution this City, that we're in the

         21  middle of a fiscal crisis, let's not forget that

         22  everybody in this City is eligible and needs to be

         23  protected by the same police force, not with one

         24  standard, not with the other, because in this

         25  stressful time, I know, Madam Public Advocate, in
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          2  this stressful time of these budgets and where the

          3  cuts are, the last thing we need is for the City to

          4  be divided by its concern for whether or not we're

          5  even going to be protected by those who are there to

          6  do that.

          7                 Thank you very much.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Yassky.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you.

         11  Like my colleagues, I am very heartened by the

         12  progress on the budget. We are moving forward.

         13  Despite that, of course, we're still tightening our

         14  belts, we're still cutting library service, we're

         15  still going to have fewer police officers, we're

         16  setting back on vital social services, legal aid.

         17                 In that climate, I was astonished to

         18  read in the Daily News yesterday, that the

         19  Administration is actually expanding a service and

         20  it's not legal aid, it's not law enforcement, public

         21  safety, they're expanding the service of street

         22  sweeping in a big swathe in the middle of Brooklyn.

         23  And this is, I will say that in my year and a half

         24  here, I have yet to have one of my constituents say

         25  we want to see more of those trucks driving through
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          2  the street because they know what that really means

          3  is more alternate side of the street parking days

          4  and more tickets for regular New Yorkers and my fear

          5  is that that's the real goal in this so-called

          6  service expansion, is just to generate ticket

          7  revenue. And I just think it's very hard to try and

          8  keep up people's faith in government, when we tell

          9  people we're cutting back on services that are

         10  critical that we really need and yet expanding

         11  something that I have yet to meet a voter who

         12  actually wants.

         13                 So, my hope is that the

         14  Administration will reconsider this very ill-advised

         15  decision. Thank you.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Oddo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you very

         19  much.

         20                 In today's newspaper there is a story

         21  that George Augustine, who is the convicted sex

         22  offender, who lured a 42-year-old woman into a

         23  basement last week and attempted to rape her was on

         24  one of the bridges attempting to commit suicide and

         25  the New York City's bravest and finest prevented

                                                            70

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  him.

          3                 On occasions like that, I am very

          4  much pro choice and I wish they would have allowed

          5  him his choice, but it raises the issue again of

          6  sexual predators in New York City and New York

          7  State.

          8                 If you look at any of the

          9  scholarship, the data, it is clear that sexual

         10  predators are recidivists, they will go out and

         11  attack again and again and again, and although

         12  Megan's Law is a great first step that sexual

         13  predators should be required to tell government of

         14  their location and register, it really is waiting

         15  for the second shooter drop.

         16                 The fact of the matter is, there are

         17  children and adults in California, Arizona,

         18  Illinois, and many other states who are actually

         19  safer than kids in Bensonhurst and in the Bronx than

         20  in Manhattan, because some of our elected officials

         21  haven't had the moral courage to enact a sexually

         22  violent predator act, and what that legislation

         23  does, which by the way was upheld in June of 1997 by

         24  the United States Supreme Court and the case of

         25  Kansas v. Hedricks, it says the very worst of the
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          2  worst of sexual predators, instead of unleashing

          3  them back on the public, if the State wants to

          4  confine them civilly, they have to prove beyond a

          5  reasonable doubt that those people have the mental

          6  abnormality and inclination to attack again and

          7  again.

          8                 For years now the State Senate has

          9  passed it, for years now the State Assembly has

         10  failed to pass it, and this most recent incident

         11  occurred in the Speaker of the State Assembly's home

         12  district.

         13                 I don't know what it's going to take

         14  for our colleagues up in Albany to realize that the

         15  kids in this City, in this State, the women in this

         16  City and this State deserve as much protection as

         17  people across the country, and I would urge them to

         18  go and finish the work before they go in session and

         19  pass a sexually violent predator act.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         22                 Anybody else?

         23                 So the meeting is recessed.

         24                 (Meeting recessed at 2:50 p.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 5th day of June 2003.
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