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S. 5663 (Rules)
A. 7826 (Aubry) 
 
TITLE:



AN ACT to amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, in relation to leasing property in the environs of a tennis stadium and center in Flushing Meadows-Corona Park in the borough of Queens and to replace certain descriptions of property subject to such property lease and to rededicate certain property as park land. 
BACKGROUND

Flushing-Meadows Corona Park, spanning 897 acres, is the largest park located in the borough of Queens. The park contains six playgrounds, a zoo, baseball stadium, an art museum, science museum and botanical garden.
  The park is also the site of the United States Tennis Association (USTA) Billie Jean King National Tennis Center , the largest public tennis facility in the world, operated by the USTA for the City of New York since 1978.
  

According to the USTA website, the Billie Jean King National Tennis Center is open to the public seven days a week, 11 months a year, closing only on Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s Day and during the U.S. Open. The USTA currently pays the City of New York more than 1.5 million per a year in rent and is permitted to use the tennis center for it’s own events, including the U.S. Open for no more than 60 days per a year.
 

According to the Memorandum in Support (MIS), the proposed legislation seeks to amend the Administrative Code to provide for a .68 acre expanded boundary for the tennis stadium and center. The MIS states that approval would allow for the disposition of .68 acres (29,534 square feet) of City property by long term lease to the USTA National Tennis Center Incorporated (“NTC”), an affiliate of the USTA, to expand and improve the tennis center.  The subject .68 acres, is currently part of the Flushing Meadows Corona Park and is located along the southern boundary of the tennis center. According to the MIS, this land presently contains a landscape border to the tennis center, a park pathway and a pathway median with trees which is used by park patrons as a walking path.  The MIS states, that there are  two remaining pathways that will not be affected by this proposed project and that the disposition of the  parcel will allow for a shift of the grandstand stadium and the southern tennis courts, with a fenced in and landscape border to improve safety and circulation

The proposed legislation would require NTC to return to the City two parcels of park land that are currently alienated and leased to the NTC. According to the MIS, the replacement parkland totals 1.56 acres which includes 0.75 acre landscaped area and 0.81 acres of space for recreation which contains 5 tennis courts used during the U.S. Open  and other major tennis tournaments. The MIS states that under the proposed changes, the two parcels would no longer be alienated and would be returned to Flushing Meadow Corona Park for park purposes and use under the jurisdiction of the Department of Parks and Recreation and the lease would be amended, so that these parcels would no longer  be part of the tennis center.  According to the MIS, the NTC would only have control over these parcels during the US Open when they will have 30 days of use of the five tennis courts. The NTC would remain responsible for the maintenance and repair of the tennis courts on an annual basis so they will be in good condition for the public’s use. 
PROPOSED LEGISLATION 

Section 1 of the bill would repeal paragraphs 1 through 3 of subdivision c of section 18-128 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York and would replace them with new language which describes the new boundaries subject to the lease for the tennis stadium and center.


Section 2 of the bill adds a new subdivision d section 18-128 of the Code that  would set forth the boundaries of two tracts of land being surrendered by the NTC and rededicated as parkland. Further, the provision permits the NTC to make exclusive use of the parcels described for the dates of the U.S. Open tennis tournament, qualifying tournament and for the set up and removal of structures and equipment associated with the tournament. 

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
See Finance Fiscal Impact Statement
EFFECTIVE DATE:
This Act shall take effect immediately.

� www.nyc.gov/FMP


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.usta.com" �www.usta.com� / Billie Jean King National Tennis Center 
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