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I. INTRODUCTION

On May 1, 2024, the Committee on Governmental Operations, State and Federal Legislation, chaired by Council Member Lincoln Restler will hold an oversight hearing on the “Elected Official Agency Engagement Request Form.” Witnesses invited to testify include Tiffany Raspberry, Senior Advisor to the Mayor and Director of Intergovernmental and External Affairs, other interested stakeholders, and members of the public.
II. BACKGROUND
a. Agency Contact Procedures
News sources reported that on April 5, 2024, Mayor Eric Adams met with agency commissioners and other executives to launch an “Elected Official Agency Engagement Request” Form.”[footnoteRef:1] According to these reports, the Adams administration began requiring that all elected representatives, from City Council Members to United States Senators, complete the form in order to meet with city commissioners, executive directors, or senior agency staff.[footnoteRef:2] They also required the form for requests inviting agency officials to attend events, task force meetings, and interagency meetings.[footnoteRef:3] The same form is also required for official letter correspondence, requests to discuss enforcement, any other requests outside the scope of daily operations involving constituent matters or issues.[footnoteRef:4]  [1:  Honan, Katie. Talk to the form: Adams puts webpage between him and electeds. THE CITY. (Apr. 9, 2024) Available at https://www.thecity.nyc/2024/04/09/adams-contact-form-elected-officials/.]  [2:  Id.]  [3:  Id.]  [4:  Id.] 

The form requires that a person requesting a meeting provide their name, phone number email and physical address in addition to a summary of the request.[footnoteRef:5] The form goes on to require the individual making the request provide the name, email, phone number and address of the elected official that the requestor represents.[footnoteRef:6] These fields are required and must be filled out even when the individual making the request is the elected official themselves.[footnoteRef:7] Depending on the type of meeting being requested, additional information may be required.[footnoteRef:8] Once the form is submitted, the Mayor’s Office of Intergovernmental Affairs[footnoteRef:9] determines whether the meeting request will be granted.[footnoteRef:10] [5:  Office of the Mayor. Elected Officials Engagement Request. NYC.GOV. Available at https://www.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/elected-officials-engagement-request.page (last visited April 22, 2024).]  [6:  Id.]  [7:  Id.]  [8:  Id.]  [9:  Tiffany Raspberry is the Director. See Mayor’s Office of Intergovernmental Affairs. Tiffany Raspberry, Director. NYC.GOV. Available at https://www.nyc.gov/site/intergovernmental/index.page.]  [10:  Honan, Katie, supra note 1.] 

b. Historic Communication Practices and Anticipated Impacts of Change
On April 10, 2024, the Council publicly confirmed that the Mayor never formally informed the Council about the new requirement, which changed long-standing practices of elected officials.[footnoteRef:11] In that press release, Council noted that elected officials regularly communicate directly with agency officials, often multiple times a day[footnoteRef:12] and, prior to the launch of the “Elected Official Agency Engagement Request Form”, such officials could directly request a meeting with agency heads or other high ranking agency officials.[footnoteRef:13] This new measure stands to slow response times and stifle requests for information by funneling communications through a single clearinghouse.  [11:  Press Releases. Statement from a Council Spokesperson on the Mayor’s Office Requesting Submission of Forms for Communications between Elected Officials and Agency Commissioners and Staff. NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL. (Apr. 10, 2024) Available at https://council.nyc.gov/press/2024/04/10/2585/; see also, McCarthy, Craig and Bhole, Aneeta. Lawmakers furious at NYC Mayor Eric Adams’ crackdown on comms between Big Apple agencies, elected officials: ‘Bureaucratic B.S.’ N.Y. POST. (Apr. 9, 2024) Available at https://nypost.com/2024/04/09/us-news/lawmakers-furious-at-nyc-mayor-eric-adams-crackdown-on-comms-between-big-apple-agencies-elected-officials/.]  [12:  Press Releases. Statement from a Council Spokesperson on the Mayor’s Office Requesting Submission of Forms for Communications between Elected Officials and Agency Commissioners and Staff. Id.]  [13:  Honan, Katie, supra note 1.] 

Additionally, it is unclear how this process impacts the work of agencies and executive offices that have their own intergovernmental staff who cultivate working relationships with elected officials and may pride themselves on their responsiveness. According to reports, New York City Police Department (NYPD) Commissioner Edward Caban expressed concern over this new policy’s impacts in private meetings, where he warned that this new requirement could present a nuisance to the NYPD precinct and borough commanders who engage with elected officials on a daily basis about issues in their areas.[footnoteRef:14]  [14:  Sommerfeldt, Chris. NYC Council vows to defy Adams admin rule controlling agency communication after NYPD skepticism. NEW YORK DAILY NEWS. (Updated Apr. 11, 2024) Available at https://www.nydailynews.com/2024/04/10/nypd-head-ed-caban-others-question-city-hall-screening-process-for-meetings-with-elected-officials/; While the Mayoral administration claims that NYPD would only require the form for “quality-of-life” issues, the definition of that broad term is unclear, further muddying the impact of this new bureaucratic requirement. See Mayor’s Office of Operations. Preliminary Mayor’s Management Report. New York Police Department Indicator Definitions. NYC.GOV. (2024) Available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/operations/downloads/pdf/pmmr2024/nypd_idf.pdf. ] 

Reports indicate that elected officials across levels of government have voiced concerns and expressed resistance to utilizing this new form.[footnoteRef:15] Congressional representatives indicating that working relationships with high-level officials and agency commissioners would not be set aside in favor of red-tape when they are working on vital matters.[footnoteRef:16] Additionally, delaying communications between agency leadership and elected officials could impact the response times to average New Yorkers who raise concerns with their elected officials. [15:  Rubenstein, Dana and Fandos, Nicholas. Want to Speak to an Adams Staff Member? Here’s a Form to Fill Out. NEW YORK TIMES. (Apr. 11, 2024) Available at https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/11/nyregion/adams-city-council-permission.html.]  [16:  Id.] 

III. CONCLUSION
The Committee on Government Operations, State and Federal legislation looks forward to hearing from the Administration on unanswered questions pertaining to the purpose and scope of this form. The Committee seeks a better understanding of the Mayor’s reason for requiring elected officials to fill out the “Elected Official Agency Engagement Request Form” for a meeting with any city agency official or executive. The Committee is also interested in learning whether the use of this new form is slowing agency response times to concerns raised by elected officials and their constituents.
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