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Questions

For Parks Hearing 2/28/03

The Asian Longhorned Beetle

1. It has been reported that the USDA has injected insecticide (imidacloprid) into approximate 128,000 susceptible trees in the New York City area in the past 2 years. How many of the injected trees have since been infested by the ALB?

2. Would you evaluate the injection program’s effect on the spread of ALB infestations up to this point? Are we winning, or is the Beetle winning?

3. A small percentage of the trees inoculated against the ALB later became infested. Most of these infestations occur because the tree was already compromised prior to the inoculation. How do you account for the infestation of trees that were not compromised before inoculation?

4. What are the species of the trees that have become infested after being inoculated?

5. If the injection program proves to be effective how long should it take to fully eradicate the ALB from the United States?

6. You began your tree injection program in Chicago a year before you started in New York. How successful has the program been in Chicago?

7. If the injection program fails to stop the spread of the ALB, what will you do next?

8. According to the New York Times (12/3/02) Dr. Melody A. Kenna, an Entomologist with the United States Forestry Service, feels “We’ve got a good chance with the beetle, but it’s going to be costly”. Dr. Keena indicated that “she worries whether there will be enough public will and cash [to get the job done]”. Would you comment on Dr. Kenna’s optimism and fear regarding the fight against the ALB?

9. How much money has the federal government allocated for the fight against the ALB this year? How does the 2003 allocations compare to allocations over the past 3 years?

10. The injection program is aimed at protecting trees before the beetle attacks them. Since we last met have you come up with a way to rescue trees that have already been infested?

11. Can the ALB sustain itself in the absence of suitable hardwood host trees? If so, how does it manage to survive?

12. You’ve been using the insecticide Imiacloprid against the beetle for about 3 years. Have any environmental issues arisen that might contraindicate the use of this pesticide?

13. How do you account for the beetles appearance in the United States in 1996 as opposed to it appearing 20 of 40 years earlier? Why now? Why not before? Did we let our guard down in some way to allow this?

14. Do we have protocols in place now that would prevent the importation of additional beetles from China?

15. In the past 50 years we have suffered destructive exotic invasions of fire ants, killer bees, the Mediterranean fruit fly, the gypsy moth, Dutch Elm disease, chestnut blight Kudzu and other tree killing vines, as well as the ALB. We always react after the fact spending billions of dollars to fight off these threats. Can we be proactive in avoiding the introduction of exotic pests into our Ecosystems? 

